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‘MATCH-BOX.
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Application filed November 20, 1908.

To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Hexry W. Mawy, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bal-
lard, in the county of Monroe and State of
West Virginia, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Match-Boxes, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to match boxes, and
has for an object to provide a box of this
character especially adapted for use in carry-
ing a supply of matches upon the person, and
resides particularly in its novel construction,
providing means for ejecting a single match
at a time from the box.

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a box of this character whereby its oper-
ative parts will be housed within the box
proper to prevent portions thereof coming
in contact with articles of apparel which
would probably injure the same.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent as the nature of the invention is bet-
ter set forth, and it will be understood that
changes within the scope of the claims may
be resorted to without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

In the drawing, forming a portion of this
specification and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the several
views:—Figure 1 is a plan view of the match
box, the cover being removed. TFig. 2 is a
sectional view taken on the line 2—2 of ¥ig.
1, the cover being shown. Fig. 3 is a top
plan view. Fig. 4 is a horizontal section
taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

Referring now more particularly to the
drawing, there is shown a match box 1 com-
prising a front wall 2, side walls 3, and end
walls 4 and 5. The said side walls are bent
outwardly at their upper ends to previde
cuide flanges 6 to fit in guideways 7 along
the longitudinal edges of a cover 8. The
box, upon the interior thereof and at one side
is provided with a small compartment 9 the
front wall 10 of which being disposed n
spaced parallel relation to the front wall 2 of
the box as clearly shown in Fig. 4 of the
drawing. The wall 4 of the box 1 has
formed therein a passage 11 disposed in line
with a similar passage 12 formed in a trans-
verse wall 13 in the compartment 9 and the
said passages receive a sliding plunger 14 pro-
vided inwardly of the partition 13 with a
stop 15 and coiled about the said plunger and
disposed between the stop 15 and the wall 4
of the box is shown a coil spring 16. The
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plunger is provided at the inner end thereof
with a finger 17 which is somewhat oflset so
that it slides along the wall 3 of the box 1 ad-
jacent to the compartment 9. It may be
stated that the wall 10 of the said compart-
ment is slotted as shown at 18 to receive the
said finger and to prevent the same from ro-
tary movement. The plunger is provided
outwardly of the wall 4 of the box with a
finger-manipulation head 19, and by provi-
sion of the said spring 16 the head 19 nor-
mally lies yieldingly against the said wall 4.
A match discharge passage 20 is located in
the wall 4 and is normally closed by the said
head 19 as will be clearly seen upon reference
to Fig. 2 of the drawing. The wall 5 of the
box is preferably offset as shown at 21 to al-
low the finger 17 to normally lie within the
recess incident to the said offset portion and
to allow free movement of matches in the
box. The cover 8 of the box is preferably
provided at one end with a finger manipulat-
ing lip 22.

In operation, matches are placed within the
box and by provision of the compartment 9
it will be seen that one match may assume a
position between the wall 10 of the compart-
ment and the wall 2 of the box and by holding
the box somewhat at an angle the match will
assume a position directly in line with the
discharge passage 20 and will rest at one end
upon the finger 17. By holding the box in
one hand and forcing the finger 19 in an out-
ward direction it is obvious that a single
match may be effectively ejected.

It will be seen that a simple and inex-
pensive device is provided which will em-
ploy means ejecting but a single match at a
time and which will obviate opening and
closing the box when it is desired to obtain
matches therefrom.

The plunger is provided with a portion 14*
which extends outwardly at an angle to the
remaining portion of the plunger so that
when the head 19 is forced outwardly into
the dotted line position shown in Fig. 2 of the
drawing the said head will be moved laterally
of the discharge opening 20 so as to readily

permit the withdrawal of the match without -

its travel being interrupted by said head.

I claim:— '

1. A match box having an opening formed
therein, a removable cover engaged with the
box, one of the end walls of said box having
an offset portion adapted to form a recess, a
plunger slidably engaged in the box, a com-
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partment located in the box provided with o

transverse wall, a stop secured to the plunger,
a sFring disposed between the stolp and one
wall of the box adapted to normal

stop engaged with the transverse wall of the
compartment; an ejecting finger carried by
the plunger normally seated in the recess

formed by the offset portion in”ong of the

walls of the box, said ejecting finger being
disposed in' line with ' the opening-formed 'in

‘the'box, and a fingér‘manipulating-head ‘at
one‘end of the plunger provided with an out- .
wiardly exténding portion’ disposed at right’

anglés’to the'cover at one end of the box.
2. - A'mateh box having:a discharge open-

ing-formed therein, a plangét slidably mount:

~ed-inthe box, an ejécting finger cariied by
the plunger; a ‘manipulating head carried by

y hold the”

930,301

the plunger adapted to normally close the -
(discharge opening, said plunger having a
' portion extending outwardly and at an angle

to 'thé remaining portion so that when the
head is manipulated to eject a match, the
said head will'be moved laterally and away
from the discharge opening to permit with-
drawal of the mateh, and a spring engaged
with the plunger for normally holding the

manipulating head yieldingly engaged with -

one of the'end walls of the box. "

I testimony whereof I'affix ‘my signaturée’ 5o

In presence of two witnesses: o
HENRY W. MANN.
Witnesses: '
A. N. Maxw,
S. G. WisEMAN.
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