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This invention relates to printing devices
of the kind which are stored in accordance
with & .card index system and are adapted to
be run through 'a machine for taking im-
pressions therefrom. These printing devices
have been made in the form of one-piece
plates bearing type characters, and they have
also been made in the form of frames carry-
ing detachable plates bearing type charac-
ters. Tt ‘has been customary herstofore to
supply both forms of printing devices with
tabs for index purposes according to some
classification system and siso for operating
the selector mechanism of the printing ma-
chine.  Sometimes the miachine is operated
because of the presence of a tab, called the
present tab system, and -sometimes the ma-
chine is operated because of the absence oi
a tab, called the absent tab system. With
both systems it has been customary to pro-
vide one or more tabs adapted to be detach-
ably engaged with the printing device, and
the latter has been provided with a plurality
of keepers to receive the tabs. It involves
considerable labor and careful attention to
arrange the individual tabs in proper posi-
tion on the printing devices and the extent
of ‘a classification and selector system pro-
vided by individual tabs is necessarily lim-
ited by the size of the printing device, the
gsize of the tabs, ‘and the capacity of the
printing device to receive individual tabs.
Furthermore, it is not practicable to employ
combinations of individual tabs to any.con-
siderable extent for enlarging the classifica-
ticn and selector system. _

The object of this invention is to provide
a single tab. of relatively large size capable
of being detachably engaged with a printing
device for supplying an extended classifica-
tion and selector system.

A further object of the inverntion is to pro-
vide a tab which can be formed in-combina-
tions to greater extend the classification.and
selector system. :

‘And a further object of the invention is to

simplify the work of classifying a stock of
printing devices to an extended classifica-
tion system.

In the accompanying -drawings I have
chosen a printing device comprising a frame
carrying plates bearing printing characters
to illustrate a selected embodiment of the
invention, and referring thereto:

Fig. 1:1s a perspective view of the long
tab blank. ‘

Fig. 2 is
provided with perforations. = :

Fig. 8 is o similar view of the tab pro-
vided with notches. ‘

Hig. 4 is a front plan. view of the print-
ing device with the xnotched tab engaged
therewith.

Referring to the drawings, 5 is the frame
of ‘the printing device carrying the type
bearing plates 6 and 7 which are engaged
with the fran
frame is provided with a plurality of keep-
ers § arranged in pairs across the fraihe ad-
jacent the upper edge thereof to receive the

tab, and below each pair of keepers there

Is a projection 9 on the frame. The tab is
formed {rom a blank 10 svhich may be‘of any
desived length, not longer than -the length
of  the
shorter
storing
cperation of the ‘selector mechanism. The
tab is provided with a plurality of stems 11
projecting from one. edge theréof to engage
keepers in the frame and in the outer ends
of these stems there are openings 12 to en-
gage the projection 9 dor holding :the tab
securely on the frame. L
~In one form of the invention the tab is
provided with notches and these notches may
he 0f the symmetrical form indicated: at 13
in Fig: 8 or they may be'in the offses form

indicated at 14 in Tig. 8, or they may be

than the frame for coi famien. 4
than the frame for convenience in

- otherwise formed as Tound desirable to c¢o-

operate with particular selector mechanism
and devices. In the other form of my in-

vention the tab is provided with perfora-

tions 15, Fig. 2 and these perforations may
be variously arranged on the tab and they
may be of any size-and shape.

In practice -the tab is- provided. with
notches or perforations to classify the print-
ing-deviece and to operate the selcetor mech:
anism. - One forny ‘of selector mechanism
provides a pin adapted to engage the tab ac-
cording to the present tab system or to enter
a'notch or perforation in the tab according
to ‘the absent tab system.  For the present
tab system I would use & notched tab and in
a simple. classification system the tab may
be notched to provide a single projection,
such as 18, Fig. 8, which may be located at

a-perspective view of the tab

win any suitable manner.” The

frame -and. preferably somewhat

and handling the ‘device and for
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any position lengthwise of the tab, its posi-
tion indicating Tts particular classification.
All the pmnhnrr devices belonging to a par-
ticular division of the classfication will have
tabs with a single projection in the same
location, and other divisions will be indi-
cated by single tabg in other locations, It
it is desired to print from devices in a single
division only of a classification the selector
pin, accmdmg to the present tab system,
will be set to engage the tab projections in-
dicating that particular division and those
printing devices only will be printed. By
changing the se lector pin the printing de-
vices in any other classification dl\’lbl()ll may
be printed. According to the absent tab sys-
tem the divisions of u classifieation are in-
dicated by notches or perforations and the
selector pin will be set to engage the notch or
perforation indiea tmtf a certain division of
the classification to print that division only
of the printing devices when they are run
through the printing machine. While com-
bmatlons may be employved to some extent
with the present tab systen: it i3 possible
to employ combinations to a tar greater ex-
tent in the absent tab system. It .will be
readily observed that with a tab such as
shown in Fig. 4 selector ping should be pro-
vided according to the absent tab system to
enter all of the notches to operate the ma-
chine for taking an impression from this
printing device, and unless the tab has all
of these notches arr ranged as shown the se-
lector system will not operate and the device
will run through the machine without print-
ing. This will indicate how greatly a classi-
fication system may be cnlfu‘%d by the use
of notches, or perforations, accordmg to the
absent ‘tab system. And in this connection
it mav be observed that the notches may
vary in depth or in width in extending the
classific: ttwn system. . In preparing to tab
a stock of printing devices the classification
would be laid out as desired, and a stock of
tabs prepared according to the classification.
TFor each division of the clagsification a suffi-
cient supply of tabs all alike would be pro-
vided and the tabs would be applied to the
printing devices according to the classifica-
tion divisions. The printing devices may be
arranged in storage drawers or trays, for
example, alphabetically, or geographically,
but the hbs may indicate some other class-
ification, such as subsceription expiration
dates. With such an arrangement and class-
ification, if it is desired to circularize all of
the subscribers whose subscriptions expire
at a certain time, the selector system would
be adjusted accordingly. The entire stock
of printing devices will then be run through

the printing machine and only those print-
ing devices will print in the division of the
classification for which the selector system
has been adjusted. This practice is followed
at the present time with the individual tabs
of the kind heretofore referved to but my
invention is designed fto enlarge the classi-
fication system and to simplify the use there-
of. The elongated taly makeg it possible to
provide a greatly enlarged classification and
at the same time it simplifies the nse of the
tab and facilitates the operation of tabbing
a stock of printing devices. It is customary
to provide a card bearing printed informa-
tion which is arranged over the keepers on
the front of the printing device and held in
place thereon by suitable means such as the
Lead 17 and lips 18 as indicated by broken
lines 19.

I do not limit the invention to use with a

printing device of any particular construc-
tion except in so far as it is constructed or
adapted to receive the tab, for it will be un-
derstood that the invention can be used with
a variety of printing devices and the one
shovwn in Fig, 4 is sclected for illustration
only. It may be desirable to make changes
in the tab fo accommodate it to different
printing devices and different selector sys-
teins and I reserve the right to malke all such
changes as fall within the scope of the fol-
lowing claims in which T have used the word
0 1)01111];;” to inclnde a noteh or a perfora-
tion.

I claim:

. The combination with a. printing de-
vice of the character described and having
a series of tab keepers Mldn”f‘d in a row
adjacent one edge of the device, of an elon-
gated tab of approximately the length of
said row of keepers and having a phu‘lhiv
of stems to cngage said I\eepers, said tab
being formed to indicate a certain classifica-
tion and to operate corresponding selector
mmm of a printing machine.

A tab for a printing device of the char-
ac tel described and having a plurality of
openings therein to indicate in combination
a certamn classification and to operate cor-
responding selector means of a printing ma-
chine.

8. A tab for a printing device of tlie char-
acter described and comprising a strip hav-
Ing a plurality of stems projee tm” from one
edge thereof to engage the punhngi device
and having a plurality of notches in its other
edge to indicate in combination a certain
chcsmcatmn and to operate corresponding
selector means of a printing machine.

RAEMOND N. FELLOWS.
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