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This invention relates to tool kits and more
particularly to a- combined tool kit and warhing
signal.

There exist many forms of tool kits in the prior
are having for their primary purpose the trans-
port-and storage of tools contained therein. "The
various tool kits are designed and constructed in
accordance with the requirements of their par-
ticular: fields- of use. One such fleld of use re-
‘lates to- vehicle tool kits and the like which: are
adapted for carrying repair and maintenahce
“tools for an automobile or like vehicle, In the
case of such vehicle tools, it is often necessary to
use them on an open highway for emergency re-
pairs and breakdowns. Sueh emergencies oft-~
times require that the vehicle not be moved:.and
necessitate repairs on. the
time of the day or night.

In view of the dangerous nature of such emer-
gency use of tools for vehicle repairs on an open
highway, this invention contemplates a construc-
tion of & tool kit which: may be used as a warning
signal to approaching traflic, as well as g carrier
for the tools.

Therefore, it is an object of this invention. to
providea tool kit which will serve a dual purpose
of tool carrier and warning signal device,

It is another object of this invention to provide
& tool kit which may be suspended from a. vehiele
to provide ready aceess to tools carried therein,
as well as a warning signal to approaching traffic.

Briefly, in accordance with this invention, I
provide a tool kit embodying a carrier having a
transparent. panel and an opening at one end
for receiving tools and having a flap cover adja-
cent.the opening. The carrier also has a suitable
handle or support, for suspending the tool kit from
a vehicle. I also providea wrap-around cover for
the carrier embodying a fluorescent material
which is capable of bresenting a. refleeted warn-
ing signal when the cover is unwrapped and the
tool kit is suspended from g vehicle.

In the drawings, Fig. 1 illustrates a preferred
embodiment of the tool kit of this invention in
extended. or open bosition; Fig. 2 illustrates the
tool kit in closed or carrying condition; Fig. 3 is a
cross-sectional view of the open tool kit along the
lines 3-—3 in Fig, 1; Pig. 4 is a-cross section of
the closed tool kit taken along the lines 4—4 in
Fig. 2; Fig. 5 illustrates the manner in which
the tool kit may ke suspended from a vehicle with
the wrap-around eover opened to act as a signal
device; -and Fig. 6 shows another embodiment of
the tool kit of this invention.

Referring now to-Fig, 1, I have shown g pre-
ferred embodiment of my tool. kit comprising a
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carrier 10 for retaining the various tools therein
and a wrap-around cover 20 which enibodies a
fluorescent material exhibiting the well-recog-
nized: pheniorienon of fluorescence. The main

‘body portion or carrier is formed by & pairof ree-
tangularly shaped. panels

seeured together along

three contiguous edges: 50 a5 to leave one edge or

end thereof open to admit the tools into the

pocket or carrier so formed.

One: of the panels i, .which' I prefer to. refer
to:ag the back. panel, iy preferably made of some
heavy or reinforceqd material such as oil cloth,
canvas, or the like, and has gn. extended flap por-
tion 12 adjacent the carrier- opening: which acts
as & retaining cover for the carrier opening. ‘The
other panel {83, which I prefer te eall the front
panel, may likewise be formed. of any. suitable
material, but in the embodiment Mustrated in
Fig, 1 I prefer to utilize & transparent material,
such. as a suitable plastic. Thus when the panels
i and 13.are secured together along the contign-
ous edges to form a carrier for the tools, it is
possible to identify the teols and their location. in
the carrier by visnal  inspection through the
transparent plastic front banel 3.

As hest illustrated in. Fig. 3, the baek panel ¢
folds over to overlap the edges of the transparent
banel 13 in such manner that the panel il forms
the main body portion of the tool earrier. The
panel 13 then acts ag a window for observing the
bosition of the tools in the carrier. When secur-
ing the edges of the panels +{ and 13 together, 1
brefer to make 3 double fold of the edges of panel
11 so that the cooperating edges of the panel 3
Will nest within the fold as. shown. The caop-
erating edges of each panel-may then be secured
together by any one of several known methods
such as. by adhesive, stitching, or electronic weld-
ing.

The rear panel {1, as ustrated. in Fig. Lin its
breferred form, also has a second flap pertion. ex-
tending from the secured edge adjacent the car-
rier opening. Thig flap 14 may be an inherent
part of the rear pane] H, or may be a separate
Panel secured along the edge of the rear panel, as
shown in Fig. 3. The panel 14 is preferably pro-
vided with a pair of spaced openings. £5 through
which is mounted g suitable handle support: 16 for
suspending the tool kit from a motor vehicle or
the Iike.

In the preferred form illustrated in Pig. 1,1
have also provideq snap fasteners 17 on the flap
12 of the tool kit which cooperate with mating
fasteners on the front panel i3, If desired, such
faste‘:lers may also be provided for the support
flap (4, '
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- The tool kit so formed embodies a carrier {0
having a tool receiving opening adapted to be
covered by a flap cover §2 and having provision
mounted on another flap {4 for suspending the
tool kit from a vehicle or like support. . The tool
. kit also embodies the transparent front panel 13
for -visual inspection of the tools within the Kit.
Purther, in accordance with this invention, I se-
cure to the tool kit so forraed a display or signal
panel 20 embodying a finorescent material, which
panel may be secured, as best shown in Pig. 3, to
the rear panel {1 of the tool kit opposite from the
suspending fiap |4. The location of the display
device on the tool kit has a dual purpose in that
it serves as a Wrap-around cover for the tool kit
when not in use, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4, and
need only be unwrapped when necessary so that
as the tool kit is suspended from a vehicle, the
panel or display wrap~-around cover 20 would de-
pend from the tool kit to present a reflected
warning signaj to approaching traffic.

The wrap-around signal panel 20 is shown in
the drawings in the form of a pennant and may
be fabricated from a sheeb or web material im-
pregnated or coated with a fluorescent material
which exhibits the well-recognized phenomenon
of selective absorption and reflection of incident
light rays. Such signal panels may be fabricated
in accordance with well known principles to ex-
hibit the fAuorescent phenomenon at any time of
the day or night and under any circumstances
of light and atmospheric conditions. The com-
bined signal panel and cover 20 is provided with
cooperating parts of a snap fastener 18, 18a at
spaced positions which are aligned when the
cover is wrapped around the carrier 19 as illus-
trated in Fig. 2.

Referring now to Fig. 5, where like numerals
designate like parts, there is illustrated for ex-
emplary purposes the rear of a motor vehicle
showing how the tool kit of this invention may ke
suspended from a bumper guard or the like on
such vehicle either for ready access to the tools
in the kit or to be used as a display device with
the wrap-around cover unwrapped and hanging
pelow the main body of the tool kit to present a
warning signal as previously described. ‘When
used in this manner, a warning signal will be
reflected from a dual cover and display panel to
indicate the presence on the highway of the dis-
abled vehicle and to indicate further that the ve~
hicle operator may be in or near the area using
tools to. work on the disabled vehicle.

It is to be understood that the form and con-
struction of the tool kit illustrated in Fig. 1is
a preferred form and that many other forms of
construction may be utilized to accomplish a like
result. The display signal panel and cover can
of course be designed in various geometrical
shapes other than the pennant of Fig. 1 so as to
attract attention by giving a reflected signal
shape which will stand out from the surround-
ings.

Tn like manner the carrier construction and
the arrangement of the main body of the tool kit
and the display wrap-around cover may be modi~
fied in various ways and still come within the
principles of this invention. Such a modifica-
tion is illustrated in Fig. 6, wherein the carrier
19 of the tool kit has only one flap. This fiap
12 (shown in the open position) carries the
handle 16 and serves as a closing flap for the kit.
This modified form also carries the wrap-~-around
signa] cover 20 at the end opposite the tool re-
ceiving opening. With this construction the tool
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kit is suspended so that the body portion opening
of the tool kit is at the top rather than the side
of the kit and one of the flaps on the rear panel
iz eliminated. When not in use, the top flap may
be snapped down to the front panel by the fasten-
ers 11, 174 and the wrap-around signal cover
wrapped around the top and bottom rather than
around the sides, or, if desired, the signal panel
may be rolied into a flat packet which may be
snapped onto the front panel of the carrier s0O
that it is not necessary to open the signal panel
every time access to the tools is desired.

The tool kit of this invention is so constructed
as to provide a simple and efficient tool carrier
having a wrap-around cOver which, when opened
suspended from a vehicle or the like, acts as a
warning signal to approaching trafiic. Thus, the
tool kit of this invention in addition to providing
the practical functions of storing and transport-
ing tools therein in a protective and efficient man-
ner, also embodies inherent safety features which
are highly desirable and effective in their pur-
pose.

I have shown and described what I consider to
be a preferred embodiment of my invention along
with similar modified forms, and it will be ob-
vious to those skilled in the art that other changes
and modifications, particularly with respect to
the arrangement of the signal wrap-around cover
with the main body portion of the tool kit, may be
made without departing from the scope of my in-
vention as defined by the appended claim.

Iclaim: )

A tool kit comprising in combination, a rear
panel of reinforced material, a smaller front
panel of transparent material, the edges of said
rear panel adapted to overlap the front panel
with a reverse double fold along all but one edge,
said front panel nesting within said reverse
double fold, means for securing the edges of said
front panel within said reverse double-fold of the
rear panel, said unsecured edge of the rear panel
acting as a flap cover for the open edge of the
carrier so formed, fastening means on said trans-
parent front panel, & second flap member secured
to said rear panel adjacent one of the secured
edges, said flap member having a plurality of
spaced openings therethrough, a tie member
threaded and secured through said openings for
supporting the carrier from & vehicle, a wrap-
around cover having one edge secured to the rear
panel and adapted to depend freely therefrom
in unwrapped condition, said wrap-around cover
comprising a fluorescent panel adapted to be out-
wardly visible to an observer when the carrier is
supported from a vehicle with the cover in un-
wrapped condition, and, fastening means on the
free end and intermediate portion of said wrap-l
around cover, said fastening means adapted to bel
aligned in fastening relation for securing  th
free end of said wrap-arcund cover to an inter-
mediate portion thereof when wrapped around
the carrier.
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