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using the in vitro phenotypes to predict in planta phenotypes of the microbial strains. Methods of using the microbial strains in field
trials are also provided.
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"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than
the priority date claimed

"T" later document published after the international filing date or priority
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the principle or theory underlying the invention
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step when the document is taken alone
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Box No.ll Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. I:' Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:' Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

-

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:' As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-32, 123-128(completely); 129-140(partially)

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:' No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-32, 123-128(completely); 129-140(partially)

A method of predicting an in planta phenotype of a microbial
strain,a method of predicting a phenotype of a plant grown
with a microbial strain wherein the prediction is based on
the in vitro phenotype of the microbial strain when cultured
in a plant exudate medium, as well as subject-matter related
thereto.

2. claims: 33-70(completely); 129-140(partially)

A method of selecting a genetically modified microbial
strain having an altered in planta phenotype, as well as
subject-matter related thereto.

3. claims: 71-86(completely); 129-140(partially)

A method of selecting a plant-associated microbe that is
attracted to a component of a plant exudate medium, as well
as subject-matter related thereto.

4. claims: 87-94(completely); 129-140(partially)

A method of generating a variant microbial strain having
altered plant colonization activity as compared to a parent
microbial strain of said variant microbial strain, as well
as subject-matter related thereto.

5. claims: 95-105(completely); 129-140(partially)

A method of conducting a filed trial of a plant beneficial
microbial strain, as well as subject-matter related thereto.

6. claims: 106-122(completely); 129-140(partially)

A method of improving growth of a plant, the method
comprising exposing said plant to a microbe that has a
desired growth rate in plant exudate medium, as well as
subject-matter related thereto.

7. claims: 141-157

An engineered microbe which comprises a modification which
alters chemoattraction to a component of a plant exudate
medium, as well as subject-matter related thereto.
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