
No. 828,007. PATENTED AUG, 7, 1906. 
J. D. WILLIAMS, 
OPERATING TABLE, 

APPLICATION FILED FEB, 12, 1906, 
2 SHEETS-SHEET l 

8totic 

is worris perers co, Washington, p. c. 

  



2. SHEETS-SHEET 2. 

PATENTED AUG, 7, 1906. No. 828,007. 
J. D., WILLIAMS, 

OPERATING TABLE, 
APPLICATION FILED FEB, 12, 1906. 

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  



d 

25 

ambulances. 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN DREWRY WILLIAMS, OF LEWISVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA. 

OPERATING-TABLE. 
No. 828,007. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Aug. 7, 1906. 

Application filed February 12, 1906, Serial No. 300,778, 

To all Luhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN DREWRY WIL 

LIAMS, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Lewisville, in the county of Forsyth and 
State of North Carolina, have invented a new 
and useful Operating-Table, of which the fol lowing is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

operating-tables. - 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of operating-tables 
and to provide a simple, inexpensive, and ef 
ficient foldable emergency operating-table 
designed particularly for country practice 
and adapted for the performance of minor 
surgical operations and for administering 
vaginal douches and the like and capable of 
being conveniently carried under the seat of 
an ordinary buggy and of being readily set 
up for use. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide an operating-table of this character 
adapted to be readily introduced in a par 
tially-folded condition beneath a patient in 
bed and capable of enabling patients to be 
conveniently handled in moving them from 
one bed to another and in carrying them to 

Also the invention has for its object to pro 
vide an operating-table to permit a patient 
to lie in a comfortable position and capable 
of affording a rest for the limbs, and thereby 
relieving the latter of strain. 
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With these and other objects in view the 
invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, and pointed out in 
the claims hereto appended, it being under 
stood that various changes in the form, pro 
portion, size, and minor details of construc 
tion within the scope of the claims may be 
resorted to without departing from the spirit 
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the in 
vention. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of an operating-table constructed in ac 
cordance with this invention and shown ar 
ranged for use. Fig. 2 is a reverse plan view 
of the same. Fig. 3 is a perspective view, 
the operating-table being folded. Fig. 4 is a 
transverse sectional view taken substantially 
Online 44 of Fig.2. Fig. 5 is a central long 
tudinal sectional view, the operating-table 

view on the line 6 6 of Fig. 5. Fig. 7 is an 
enlarged detail sectional view on the line 77 
of Fig. 4. ". . 

Like numerals of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw IngS. 

1 designates a central section, and 2 desig 
nates side leaves of a foldable operating-table 
designed particularly for country practice 
and adapted to be compactly arranged to en 
able it to be conveniently carried beneath the 
seat of a buggy or other vehicle. The side 
leaves 2 extend longitudinally of the operat 
ing-table throughout the entire length of the - 
central section 1 to provide a table of the de 
sired width, and the inner longitudinal edges 
of the said side leaves 2 are connected with 
the longitudinal side edges of the central sec 
tion 1 by means of suitable hinges 3, having 
their pintles located at the lower face of the 
central section, whereby the side leaves are 
adapted to fold beneath the central section, 
as clearly illustrated in Figs. 3, 5, and 6 of the 
drawings. The side leaves are preferably a 
little less than one-half the width of the cen 
tral section in order to provide an interven 
ing space between their proximate edges when 
the parts are folded, such intervening space 
being provided for the reception of the means 
hereinafter described for securing the leaves 
in their extended position. The side leaves 
have their lower portions 4 extended at the 
foot of the table beyond the adjacent end 
of the central: section to form. leg-supports 
and to provide an intervening recess for af 
fording access to the patient. The outer 
ends of the extended portions 4 are provided 
with heel-rests 5, consisting of openings hav 
ing straight transverse edges at their outer 
ends and having their inner ends 6 rounded 
and beveled to present smooth surfaces to 
the patient. The edge 6 of the intermedi 
ate section at the foot of the table is con 
cavely curved or recessed to extend the in 
tervening space or recess between the Sup 
porting portions of the side leaves 4 and to 
afford greater access to the patient. The pa 
tient is designed to be placed upon the table 
with the hips resting upon the same at the 
foot of the intermediate section and with the 
legs upon the extensions 4, and in this posi 
tion a patient may be brought to the edge of a 
bed and a vaginal douche administered with 
out the water flowing backward beneath the 55 being folded. Fig. 6 is a transverse sectional patient and wetting the bed. 
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the table is in use. 

The edge 7 of the intermediate section 1 at able shanks 21, which are embedded in the 
the head of the table is beveled upwardly and side leaves; but they may be secured in any 
inwardly from the lower face thereof, and a 
head-rest 8 is connected with the beveled 
edge 7 by a suitable hinge 9. The hinged 
edge 10 of the head-rest is beveled to fit the 
bevel of the intermediate section and to set 
the head - rest at a slight inclination, as 
clearly shown in dotted lines in Fig. 5 of the 
drawings. The beveled edges of the inter 
mediate section and the head-rest form abut 
ting faces and limit the outward swing of the 
head-rest when the table is in use. The 
head-rest is foldable upon the upper face of 
the intermediate section, and as the side 
leaves fold beneath the same the head-rest 
and the side leaves do not interfere with 
each other in folding. 
The side leaves are held in their extended 

position by means of combined locking and 
lifting bars or rods 11 and 12, arranged in 
pairs and extending transversely of the oper 
ating-table at the lower face thereof, as 
clearly shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, when 
rods 11 and 12 are provided with pivots 13 
and 14, which are arranged in suitable open 
ings of metal plates 15 and 16, which are se 
cured to the lower faces of the intermediate 
section, whereby the bars or rods 11 and 12 
are pivotally connected with the same. The 
leaves are preferably constructed of wood, 
and the metallic plates 15 and 16 are secured 
to the intermediate leaf in suitable recesses 
thereof by means of screws or other suitable 
fastening devices. 
have their inner or upper ends bent at an an 
gle or provided with other means for engag 
ing the inner attachment-plates 15 and 16, 
whereby they are retained in the perforations 
of the same. The combined locking and lift 
ing rods when arranged transversely of the 
operating-table engage the lower faces of 
the side 5. and retain the latter in their 
extended or unfolded position, and the said 
side leaves are provided adjacent to their 
outer edges with resilient clamps or clips 17, 
mounted on the lower faces of the side leaves 
and having curved jaws for engaging the 
outer portions of the said rods or bars 11, 
whereby the latter are maintained in their 
locking position. The hinges are provided 
with recesses 18 to receive the rods or bars 
for enabling the same to fit closely against 
the lower faces of the intermediate section 
and the side leaves of the operating-table. 
The outer ends of the rods or bars extend be 
yond the outer side edges of the leaves 2 and 
are provided with openings or eyes 19, into 
which are linked handholds 20, preferably 
consisting of loops of leather or other suit 
able material; but any other form of handle 
or grip may be provided for enabling the 

65 
operating-table to be conveniently carried. 
The clips or clamps are provided with suit 

The inner ends of the 

The pivots of the rods 

other suitable manner. 
The bars or rods 11 are adapted to fold or 

swing inwardly from the position shown in 
full lines in Fig. 2 of the drawings to that 
illustrated in dotted lines in said figure, and 
when the bars or rods are arranged longitu 
dinally of the lower faces of the intermediate 
section the side leaves are adapted to be 
folded downwardly and inwardly at oppo 
site sides of the said bars or rods. The in 
termediate leaf is provided adjacent to its 
center with spaced clips or clamps 22, each 
provided with a pair of outwardly-bowed 
jaws and a central tongue 23, dividing the 
space between the jaws and adapted to hold 
the rods in the curved or body portion of the 
same, whereby the rods or bars are retained 
in engagement with the clips or clamps. 
The operating-table is adapted to be intro 
duced E. a patient with the inner side 
leaf folded, and after the patient has been 
placed upon the intermediate leaf the table 
may be lifted and the said side leaves un 
folded. It is adapted to be placed upon a 
bed, and it may be arranged on a bench or 
upon logs or any other support, and it may 
be compactly folded when not in use. 
The metallic attachment-plates are pro 

vided with recesses 24, into which the side 
clips or clamps extend when the parts are 
folded. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to Secure by 
Letters Patent, is 1. A foldable operating-table comprising 
an intermediate section, side leaves hinged 
at their side edges to the said section at the 
side edges thereof and foldable against One 
of the faces of the same, and a head-rest 
hinged to the intermediate section and fold 
able against the opposite face of the same. 

2. A foldable operating-table comprising 
an intermediate section, and side leaves hav 
ing their inner longitudinal edges hinged to 
the said section at the sides thereof, and ex 
tending beyond the same at one end thereof 
to form leg-supports and to provide an inter 
vening recess. 3. A foldable operating-table comprising 
an intermediate section, side leaves having 
their inner longitudinal edges hinged to the 
said section at the sides thereof, and extend 
ing beyond the same at one end thereof to 
form leg-supports and to provide an inter 
vening space, said leg-supports being pro 
vided at their outer ends with heel-rests. 

4. A foldable operating-table comprising 
an intermediate section, side leaves having 
their inner longitudinal edgeshinged to the 
said section at the sides thereof, and extend 
ing beyond the same at one end thereof to 
form leg-supports and to provide an inter 
vening space, said leg-supports being pro 
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vided at their outer ends with heel-rests, con 
sisting of openings having straight outer-end 
edges and beveled and rounded at their in ner ends. 

5. A table of the class described, compris 
ing an intermediate section recessed at the 
foot of the table and presenting a concavely 
curved edge, and side leaves extending lon 
gitudinally of the intermediate section and 
projecting beyond the recessed end thereof 
to form leg-supports and to provide an inter 
vening space which forms a continuation of the said recess. 

6. An operating-table comprising an in 
termediate section and side leaves foldable 
against one of the faces thereof, said side 
leaves being spaced apart when folded, and 
locking-bars mounted on the intermediate 
section and extending beyond the same to 
engage the said leaves, said bars being re 
ceived within the space between the leaves 
when the latter are folded. 

7. An operating-table comprising an in 
termediate section, side leaves hinged to the 
intermediate section, and combined locking 
and lifting bars mounted on the interme 
diate section and extending beyond the same 
to engage the said leaves, and provided at 
the outer edges thereof with suitable handles 
or grips. - 

S. An operating-table comprising an in 
termediate section, side leaves hinged at 
their inner longitudinal edges to the inter 
mediate section and foldable on the same, 
said side leaves when folded terminating 
short of each other to provide an intervening 
space, and combined locking and lifting bars 
mounted on the intermediate section and ex 
tending beyond the same to engage the side 
leaves, and provided at the outer edges 
thereof with handles or grips, said bars being 
foldable on the intermediate section and lying 
within the intervening space between the 
side leaves when the latter are folded. 

9. A foldable operating-table comprising 
an intermediate section, and side leaves 

is 

hinged at their inner longitudinal edges to 
the said section at the sides thereof and ar 
ranged and held in the same horizontal plane 
therewith when in use, and foldable against 
one of the faces of the said intermediate sec 
tion when not in use, said side leaves provid 
ing both leg-supports and heel-rests. 

10. A foldable operating-table comprising 
an intermediate section, side leaves hinged to 
the intermediate section, locking-bars piv 
oted to the intermediate section and adapted 
to be arranged either longitudinally or trans 
versely thereof, side clips mounted on the 
said leaves for holding the locking-bars in 
their transverse position, and a central clip 
carried by the intermediate section and com posed of opposite jaws, and an intermediate 
tongue and adapted to retain the said bars in their longitudinal position. 

11. A foldable operating-table comprising 
an intermediate section, side leaves hinged to 
the intermediate section, a plate mounted on 
the intermediate section and having opposite 
recesses, locking-bars connected with the 
plate between the recesses, and clips carried 
by the leaves for holding the locking-bars in 
engagement with the same, said clips being 
arranged to fit into the recesses when the 
leaves are folded. 

12. A foldable operating-table comprising 
an intermediate section, locking-bars con 
nected with the intermediate section, and 
foldable on the same, said locking-bars being 
extended beyond the side leaves to retain the 
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latter in their unfolded position, the outer . 
ends of the locking-bars being provided with 
eyes, and handle-loops linked into the eyes 
of the locking-bars. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. - 

JOHN DREWRY WILLIAMS. 
Witnesses: 

T. W. FARISH, 
C. M. McKAUGHAN, 


