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" FIG. 2
FABRIC CREPED AND DRAWN

(54) Title: FABRIC CREPE/DRAW PROCESS FOR PRODUCING ABSORBENT SHEET

(57) Abstract: A method of making a fabric-creped absorbent cellulosic sheet comprising: a) compactively dewatering a paper-

\¢@ making furnish to form a nascent web having an apparently random distribution of papermaking fiber; b) applying the dewatered
& web having the apparently random fiber distribution to a translating transfer surface moving at a first speed; c) fabric-creping the
& web from the transfer surface at a consistency of from about 30 to about 60 percent utilizing a patterned creping fabric, the creping
step occurring under pressure in a fabric creping nip defined between the transfer surface and the creping fabric wherein the fabric
is traveling at a second speed slower than the speed of said transfer surface, the fabric pattern, nip parameters, velocity delta and

=

web consistency being selected such that the web is creped from the transfer surface and redistributed on the creping fabric to form
a web with a drawable reticulum.
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Box No. II  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following
reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See Extra Sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this internationd search report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

TER Y
G

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

w

= O

No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

[]

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where apficable,
the payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Supplemental Box
(To be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VI is not sufficient)

Continuation of Box No: Box III

This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of inventionbecause it does not relate to
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

In assessing whether there is more than one invention claimed, I have given consideration to those featureswhich can be
considered to potentially distinguish the claimed combination of features from the prior art. Where different claims have
different distinguishing features they define different inventions.

This International Searching Authority has found that there are diferent inventions as follows:

* Claims 1 to 66, including independent claims 1, 13, 35, 50 and 62, define methods of making fabric-creped
absorbent cellulosic sheets characterised by a papermaking furnish being compactively dewateredto form a
dewatered web; a fabric creping surface travels at a speed slower than a transfer surface that carriers the
dewatered web; the fabric creping results in a drawable reticulum that is able to increase it’s void volume when
dried and subsequently drawn. It is considered that compactively dewatering, forming a drawable reticubim and
subsequently drawing the dried reticulum to increase voids volume comprises a first distinguishing feature.

e Claims 67 to 78, including independent claim 67, also defines a method of makinglt is considered that treating the
creped web with a vacuum to increase the CD stretchcomprises a second distinguishing feature,

e  Claims 79 to 90, including independent claims 79 and 87, also define methods of making of making

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship among
the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule 13.2,
second sentence, defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution over the prior art.

The only feature common to all of the claims iscompactive dewatering of the papermaking furnish and fabric creping the
dewatered web with a creping surface that is travelling at a slower speed than a transfer surface However this common
feature is generic in the art. This means that the common feature cannot constitute a special technical feature within the
meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, since it makes no contribution over the prior art.

Because the common feature does not satisfy the requirement for being a special technical feature it folows that it cannot
provide the necessary technical relationship between the identified inventions. Therefore the claims do not satisfy the

requirement of unity of inventiona posteriori.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet)(April 2005)
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