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the floating spring 3l in place in the chamber B 
of the case 0. 
Unmounted, the finger maskappears as shown 

in Figure 2. The arcuate mask fingers 27 and 28 
are held together by the torsional force created by 
the Spring 3. The foot 20 is pressing upWardly 
against the bottom Of the maSk finger 27 and 23 
biased by the Spring 22. 
To preliminary mount the finger mask on the 

digit of an encumbered hand to facilitate the 
painting of the nail, the user with her free hand 
hOlds the maSk case 0 between her thumb and 
forefinger. By pressing the cover 34 and the 
actuating portion 2 the user forces the portion 
2 of the Clamping lever 16 into the chamber 
Athereby separating the foot 20 from the mas: . 
fingers 27 and 28. In this preliminary mount 
ed position the mask is placed With the arcuate 
fingers 27 and 28 over the nail and the foot 20 
bellow the digit. The free hand is removed and 
the inventive mask remains on the digit clamped 
in the preliminary mounted position, as illus 
trated in Figure 3 where the dotted lines indi 
cate this position of the clamping lever 6. 
To finally mount the inventive mask, the 

thumb and forefinger of the free hand force the 
actuating Shoulders 32 and 33 together pivoting 
the arms 23 and 24 on the pins 25 and 26 there 
by Separating the, arcuate mask fingers 27 and 
28 until the nail edges are cleared, as ilustrated : 
by the dotted lines in Figure 6 and in Figure 4. 
The free hand is removed and the inventive mask 
remains clamped in the final mounted position 
as ilustrated in Figure 1. 
To demount the inventive mask after the nail 

has been coated With polish, the thumb and fore 
finger of the free hand force the actuating Shoul 
ders 32 and 33 together pivoting the arms 23 and 
24 to widely separate the mask fingers 2 and 
28 until the digitis cleared. At this instant the 
digitis ejected from the mask by the foot 20 on 
the Spring loaded clamping lever 6 avoiding any 
p0SSibility of marring the coated nail Surface. 
The remounting of the inventive mask on an 

other digit of diferent proportions can be read 
ily accomplished. This is aSSured for the 
gripping actions between the foot 20 and the 
mask fingers 27 and 28 are equally efective re 
gardless of the angular position of the clamping 
lever 6 or the degree of separation of the mask 
fingers 27 and 28 in the final mounted position. 
The result of the gripping actions is illustrated 
in Figure 4 Where the flesh is shown compressed 
dOWn Wardly and a Way from the edges of the 
nail. The two gripping actions, one between each 
respective mask finger and the foot compress 
ing the flesh downward on the respective Sides 
of the nail, are combined With the gripping ac 
tion between the arcuatemask fingers themselves 
pushing the flesh away as the arcuate portions 
move in to Occupy the Space adjacent to the nail 
edges. 

In addition to the remounting of the inven 
tive mask on digits of the hand of Varying pro 
portions, the mask is equally adaptable for 
mounting On the digits of a foot in a maniner 
similar to that described in mounting the mask 
on the digit of a hand. 
The inventive mask with these features con 

stitutes a compact, durablé, and neat appear 
ing mechanism easily operated to prepare a nail 
for rapidly coating it With polish creating an 
appearance as atractive asthough laborious time 
had been consumed in beautifying its surface. 
Although but a single embodiment of the in 
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4 
vention has been shown and described in detail, 
it is obvious that many changes may be made 
in the Size, Shape, detail and arrangement of the 
various elements of the invention Within the 
Scope of the appended clains. For example, the 
actuating Shoulders 29 and 30 on the arms 23 
and 24 could be eliminated and two button-like 
plungers could be mounted in the case 10 for ac 
tuating the Same ends of the arms 23 and 24. 
We clain: 
1. A skin mask for use When applying polish 

to a nail comprising a case, paired pivotally 
mounted Spring pressed members extending Out 
Wardly from Said case pivoting in a horizontal 
plane and another pivotally mounted Spring 
pressed member extending outWardly from Said 
case pivoting in a vertical plane bellow said paired 
members. 

2. A skin mask to be used When polishing 
nails comprising a case, a clamping lever piV 
otally mounted in said case to rotate in a vertical 
plane to press against the bottom of the digit, 
a pair of arms pivotally mounted in said case 
above said clamping lever to rotate in a horizon 
tal plane to press against the flesh of the digit 
adjacent to the edges of the nail. 

3. Askin maskto be used when applying polish 
to a nail comprising a case having a substan 
tially I-Shaped cross-section forming two cham 
bers, a pair of pivotally disposed spring pressed 
arms capable of horizontal movement mounted in 
one of said chambers, a pivotal Spring pressed 
clamping leg capable of vertical movement 
mounted in the other said channel bellow said 
3lS. 

4. A finger or toe mask to be used When apply 
ing polish to a nail comprising a case, arms pivº 
otally mounted in said case, arcuate mask fin 
gers on said arms that grip the digit adjacent 
to the nail during the polishing operation, a 
pivotal clamping leg mounted in said case to 
press the digit against said arcuate mask fin 
gers holding the finger or toe mask in place on 
the digit. 

5. A finger or toe mask to be used When apply 
ing polish to a nail, comprising a case, arms pivº 
otally mounted in the case in a horizontal plane, 
arcuate mask fingers on said arms adapted to 
conform to the nailedges, a pivotal clamping leg 
mounted in said case extending outWardly fron 
said case bellow the arcuate mask fingers and 
pivoting in a vertical plane to contact the digit 
pressing the digit against the underside of Said 
arcuate mask fingers. 

6. A finger or toe mask to be used When ap 
plying polish to a nail comprising a Substan 
tially I-shaped case, a pair of arcuate mask fin 
gers on pivotally disposed arms mounted in the 
top portion of Said case, Said arcuate mask fin 
gers having gripping inside edges With a con 
tour substantially similar to the edges of a nail, 
a floating spring contained in said top portion 
of Said case biasing the arcuate mask fingers to 
gether, a pivotal clamping leg mounted in the 
bottom portion of said case, a Secured Spring 
contained within said bottom portion forcing 
Said pivotal clamping leg to rotate in a Vertical 
plane pressing against the bottom of the digit. 

7. A finger or toe mask to be used When apply 
ing polish to a nail comprising a substantially 
l-Shaped case, said case having two chambers 
one above the other, a pair of pivotally disposed 
arms capable of pivoting in a horizontal plane 
mounted in the top chamber on respective Ver 
tical axes a spring located within said top cham 
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ber between said pairs of arms, arcuate mask 
fingers on the ends of said arms designed to hold 
the flesh away from the edges of the nail actua 
tor shoulders at the Opposite end of Said arms 
permitting the user to open said arcuate mask 
fingers against the force exerted by Said Spring, 
a pivotal camping leg mounted in the botton 
chamber con a horizontal pin, a secured spring 
around said pin With its ends between said piv 
otal clamping leg and said case, the end of said 
clamping leg designed as a foot to fit the botton 
of the digit, said secured spring forcing said 
foot upWard toward Said arcuate mask fingers, 
an actuator end opposite said foot end of said 
clamping leg extending bellow Said case perº 
mitting the user to increase the Space between 
Said arcuate mask fingers and Said foot in a 
a vertical plane against the force exerted by 
said secured spring by moving said actuator end 
into said bottom chamber. 

8. A finger or toe mask to be used When apply 
ing polish to a nail having a case substantially 
I-Shaped in cross-Section having two chambers 
one above the other, an arm mounted On a Ver 
tical pin in the top chamber permitting its 
movement in a horizontal plane, an arcuate 
mask finger On the end of Said arm extending 
outwardly from said case designed to hold the 
flesh clear of the edge of the nail, the Opposite 
end of said arm protruding from Said case to 
serve as an actuator shoulder, a second arm. 
shaped and mounted in the Same manner as the 
first but of opposite hand designed to grip the 
flesh at the Other Side of the fingermail, a float 
ing spring placed within said case in said top 
chamber between said arms at their Said actua 
tor shoulder ends thereby forcing Said arcuate 
mask fingers together opposing the force to be 
applied by the user at Said actuator Shoulders, 
a clamping leg mounted on a horizontal pin se 
cured Within the bottom chamber of Said case, 
a foot on the end of said clamping leg designed 
to fit the bottom of a digit as it extends Out 
Wardly from said case bellow said arcuate mask 
fingers, the end of said clamping leg opposite 
the foot extending bellow said case to serve as 
the actuator end, a secured spring around said 
horizontal pin With its ends pressing against 

10 

20 

30 

45 

6 
said case and said actuator end thereby forcing 
the Said foot Upwardly in a vertical plane op 
posing the force to be applied by the user at 
Said actuator end of said clamping leg. 

9. A finger or toe mask to be used When apply 
ing polish to a nail comprising a substantially 
T-shaped case having a top and bottom cham 
ber, two pivotally disposed arms mounted on 
vertical axes within the top chamber, actuator 
Shoulder ends on Said arms extending OutWard 
ly of Said case, arcuate mask fingers on the Op 
posite ends of Said arms extending at a greater 
distance designed to fit the digit adjacent to the 
edges of the nail, a floating spring contained 
Within said top chamber between Said arms at 
their actuator shoulder ends thereby forcing 
Said arcuate mask fingers together until moved 
apart by a greater force applied by the user at 
Said actuator Shoulders, a cover to be Securely 
placed over said top chamber holding Said float 
ing Spring and Said arms in place, a pivotal 
clamping leg mounted On a horizontal pin Within 
the bottom chamber, an actuator end on Said 
clamping leg extending bellow Said case, a foot 
on the Opposite end of Said clamping leg extend 
ing from Said case bellow Said arcuate mask fin 
gers designed to fit the bottom of the digit, a se 
cured spring around said horizontal pin With 
one end of Said Secured Spring pressing against 
Said case and the other end directly bellow press 
ing against said clamping leg at its Said actua 
ator end thereby forcing said foot upWardly 
against Said arcuate mask fingers until moved 
apart by a greater force applied by the user at 
Said actuator end. 
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