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to all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that, HAROLD D. PENNEY, a 

citizen (if the United States, residing in 
Brooklyn, county of Kings, city and State of 

5 New York, have invented certain new and 
useful naprovements in Masks for Automo 
bile - Ianups, of which the following is a 
specification. 

This invention relates to means for pre 
10 yenting the glare of headlights and search 

lights of notor vehicles, the object of the in 
yention being to provide animproved mask 
having means which normally will be in po 
sition to effectively mask and intercept the 

15 upward rays of light thereby to prevent the 
blinding glare of the lamp from bewildering 
cedestrials or drivers of approaching vehi 

cles, while permitting the effective passage 
(if the downward rays, and which means 
may be operated from the seat of the vehicle 
so as to enable the light to he thrown up 
ward or in a horizontal direction as occasion 
lay retire, and which inprovement will be 

siniple in construction and comparatively 
inexpeinsive to nuanufacture. 
A further object of the invention is the 
ruvision of an introved mask or hood hav 

ing shiftable light ray intercepting means 
and particularly adapted for attachment in 
front of the lamp budy or door, or exteriorly 
of the front glass of a motor vehicle head 
lighi or search-ligit, and which, in one form 
thereof, may be ifiable with the lap door 
whereby access to the interior of the lamp 
trough the dorway is not interfered with, 
and which shifiable means hay be pnet 
natically operated from the driver's seat of 

the vehicle. 
le present application is a division of 

ly Sirio Serial No. 476,369, filed Feb 
rary 15, 1909, now latent No. 921449, dated 
May 11, 1909. 

In the drawings accompanying and form 
ing part of this specification, Figure 1, is a 
vetical sectional view of a motor velicle 
laial) with this improved light ray intercept 
ingrica is attacled tieruto in front of the 
frt. It glass thereof; Fig. 2 is a front view of 
the improvenient shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 8 is 

50 in inlarged verticiational view of the 
frnt art of the laptody shown in IFig. 1, 
with the ask fledgehereto, the lamp 
glass being rendivid, aff sdotted lines 

s: 

30 

45 

illustrating one adjustment of the shiftable 
light ray EPE imeans; Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view of the front part of 
a lalp body provided with a swinging door 
and having another form of this improved 
mask connected to the door; Fig. 5 is a de 
tail perspective view of one of the shiftable 
members or louvers; and Fig. 6 is a perspec 
tive view showing the same attached to the 
rim of the mask. 
Similar characters of reference indicate 

corresponding parts throughout the figures 
of the drawings. 
Owing to the blinding glare of motor ve 

hicle head-lights and search-lights, due totha 
upward rays of light, it is desirable that 
some means be provided which will eliminate 
the dangerous effects of such light rays by 
intercepting them without destroying the 
power of the light. It is also desirable at 
times in a device of this kind to be able to 
shift the light ray intercepting means so as to permit the light to be thrown directly 
forward or upward when it is desired, for in 
stance, to read a sign burd along the road; 
and to provide a structure which in its nor 
mal position will intercept the light rays 
so as to prevent the glare of the light, but 
which also may be so manipulated from the 
driver's seat in the manner described is the 
object of the present improvement. More 
over, it is essential to a practical means of 
this kind that it be comparatively simple in 
construction and readily attachable to lamps 
as low manufactured, and when such lanp 
is made with a swinging front door, that it 
may be of a construction which will not in 
terfere with the accessibility to the interior 
of the lamp on the opening of the door. 
In the present elbodiment of this im 

provement the mask is attached in front of 
the lamp body, and therefore in front of the 
glass, or to the door when the lamp is pro 
ided with shiftible or swin ing door. 
It is to be understood that the lamp body 

may be of any desired form, and that the in provement does not necessarily require 
any clange in the form of lamps as now 
manufactured. 

In Fig. 1 a conventional form of moto yelhicle finipolamp body 2 is shgwn, which 
is not provided with a WE front door. 
This limp body has the usual front glass 4, 
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over and rigidly secured to the lamp bo 
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a swinging rear door 5 and reflector 6. In 
Fig. 4, however, the front of the conyen 
tional form of lamp body is shown provided 
with a swinging door 7 hinged thereto in 
any desired manner as at 8. 

This improved mask 10 may be made up 
in various ways, and is usually preferably 
of a circular formation to conform to the 
shape of the door or front of the lamp, and 
in the form shown comprises an attachin 
rim 11 which may be secured to the fronto 
the lamp body, or to the rim of the door 
in any desired manner, as for instance by 
thumb screws 12. This attaching rim in 
the form shown is provided with a forwardly 
projecting flange or flanges 13 to which a 
plurality of shiftable slats or louvers 14 are 
ivoted. While these slats or louvers may 
pivoted to these flanges in any desired 

manner, in the present instance each louyer 
is shown id with a pair of pivots 15, 
one at each end, for insertion into openin 
in the E.g. whereby the louvers may 
swung upwar 
are located in parallelism one above another 
across the front of the lamp, one preferably 
overlapping the other to a slight extent, and 
if desired could be attached to a part of the 
lamp body instead of the rim as shown herein. For swinging these louvers im 
proved means is provided, this including a 
connecting rod 16 secured to each of the 
louvers. This could be located midway of 
the louversifpreferred, but in the presentin 
stance this rod is connected to each louver 
at one end thereof outside of the lamp body, 
and for this purpose each louver may be 
provided with a projection 17 either formed 
as one piece with the louver or attached 
thereto in any desired manner and secured 
to the connecting rod. For shifting these 
louvers up or down this rod 16 is connected 
at its upper end by means of a pin 18 with a 
slotted 19, the inner end of which is con 
nected to a rock shaft 20 the opposite end of 
which is in turn connected to a link 21, to 
which the operating member or rod 22 is at 
tached. This operating rod may be in the 
form of a wire leading to the dash board or 
seat of the vehicle. The rock shaft 20 to 
which the inner ends of these two links 19 
and 2i are connected is supported by brack 
ets 23 and 24, which maybe secured to the 
lamp body in any suitable manner, or may 
be carried by a band that may be ped 

y. 
The lower end of the connecting rod is 

mounted in a forwardly extending slotted 
arm 9 the inner end of whiclh is also secured 
to the launp body, or, if a band is used to 
this band, the connecting rod projecting 
through the slot and at the tutor it E. 
This connecting rod 16 has a collar or held 
25 at its lower end, and between it and the 
underside of the aim 9 a coil spring 26 is 

or downward. These louvers 
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locisely Inounted. This spring is tensioned 
or adjusted to normally return the slats or 
louvers to their proper downwardly inclined 
position, as shown for instance in Fig. 1 and 
y dotted lines in Fig. 3 to intercept the up 
ward rays of light. Further downwart 
movemcit is limited by a suitable stop such 
as a pin 26 adapted to engage the outer end 
of the bracket 9. 
Should it be desired to entirely close these 

louver's or slats, as in the day time, to pro 
tect the front of the glass from dust and dirt, 
it will be merely necessary to disengage the 
stop 26 and permit the spring to pull the 
rod downward. The tension of the spring 
nay be regulated by the nut 25. The actu 
ating rod 16 is shown provided with open 
ings 17 slightly larger than the pivots 17 
this rely to afford sufficient play between the 
pivots and the actuating rod to permit a 
condlete closing of the louvers when de 
sired. m 

When it is desired to shift the louvers into 
a horizontal or an upwardly inclined posi 
tion, it will be merely necessary to pull on 
the operating rod, which may be done by the 
driver without moving from his seat. Suit 
able means may be provided at the dash 
board for holding this operating rod in any 
of its adjusted positions, but when it is de 
sired to hold the slats temporarily in their 
upward or horizontal position the rod may 
be held by the hand or foot of the driver 
according to the means provided for that 
purpose in the proper position to accoin 
lish this. On the release of the operating 

rod the spring will return the sluts to their 
light ray intercepting position. 

In the form shown in Fig. 4 this improved 
inhask is shown attached to the rini 3 of the 
swinging front door 7, and is provided with 
the slats or louvers constructed and mounted 
in the manner hereinbefore described and 
seritred to a connecting rod 30 suitably sup 
ported at its upper endly an art 31 cal 
iied by the task. At the underside of this 
1 task a bracket 32 is provided for carry 
ing a lash pot or cylinder 33 in which is 
located a spring tensioned piston 84, the 
spring 35 of which is located between the 
liston head 36 and a cap or clost re 37 set 
cured to the top of the cylindler in any desired 
nanner, as is soldering it tlacreon or by 

fortaling it witl a threaded flailge to be co 
lated thereon, and through which cap the 
actuating rod 30 passes and slides. On top 
of this cap 37' is located an adjustable wing 
nut 3. l adjusting this wing nut 37 the 
position of the louvers is regulated in a na)- 
iner which will be readily inderstood. The 
lower end of this cylindler is rovided with a 
E. 38 to which is secure sons: suitable tubing, as for instance rubber tubing 39, 
whiclwill lead to the driver's seat or to the 
dasl board, as may be found desirable, und 
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provided with an operating bulb.40. The 
spring 35, normally holds the shiftable lou: vers in their proper downwardly inclined 
position, it being tensioned and adjusted for 

is this purpose by the nut 37 hereinbefore re 
ferred to, so as to intercept the upward, rays 
of light without interfering with the down 
E. rays thereof. When, however, it is 
desired to shift these louvers into a horizon 
tal or upwardly inclined position the oper 
ator merely compress the bulb and 
thereby pneumatically force the piston up 
ward and thus raise the louvers, the spring 
returning then on the release of the bulb. 
The tubing between the bulb and the piston 
cylinder will usually be flexible and of such 
length that the door of the lamp may be 
swung open without the necessity of detach 
ing the mask therefrom. 

in the form shown in Fig. 4 if it is desired 
to entirely close the slats the nut 37 may be 
so adjusted that the tension of the spring 
will be relieved and so permit the slats to be 
entirely closed across the front of the lamp, 
and to permit this to be done the actuating 
rod 30 is provided with elongated slots. 30. 

a practice the rod connected to each of 
the louvers may be located adjacent the outer 
edge thereof or intermediate their front and 
ear g as may be preferred. 
The foregoing improvement thus provides 

a very simple and comparatively inexpensive 
mask for motor-vehicle lamps in which the 
light ray Ef louvers or slats may be readily shifted by the diver of the vehicle 
without leaving his seat. 
By forming the mask so that it may be 

attached to the front of the lamp body in 
front of the glass either to the body itself 
or to the door when such is provided, the 
device fornis not only a light ray intercept 
ing means, but also a protecting means for 
the glass not only fron dust and dirt when 
the louvers are closed, but also from injury, 
as it will be readily perceived that in case 
of collision these members will act as buffers 
to a large extent and so protect the glass 
from injury and breakage. 
AIf desired the under surfaces of the light 
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50 fray intercepting members or louvers may be 
i made as reflecting surfaces by silvering or 

Nardly inclined position may be to a large 
55 extent reflected downwardly on the road. 

It will of course, be understood that the 
various details may be more or less modified 
without departing from the spirit and scope 
of this improvement. 

In practice it will ie observed that the 
mask, especially that form thereof shown 
in Fig. 4 may be readily detached from the 
front of the ?amp...if for any purpose this is 
desirable, by simply removing the rim which 

66 is shown connected to the rim of the door by 

GO 

nickel-plating then, so that the upward rays, 
\ light when the louvers are in a down 

thumb screws, and even in the form shown 
in Figs. 1 to 3 this mask may be readily de 
tacle when the links and bracket arm are 
carried by a band slipped over the front of 
the lamp body. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. The combination with a lamp of the 

class described, of a plurality of normally downwardly inclined shiftably supported 
members located in front of such laiip and 
one above another for intercepting the up 
S. rays of light to prevent the glare of the 
amp. 
2. The combination with a lamp of the 

class described, having, a front glass, of a plurality of normally downwardly inclined 
shiftably supported members located in front 
of such glass and one above another for 
intercepting the upward rays of light to pre 
vent the glare of the lamp. 

3. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described having a swinging front door, 
of a plurality of normall iownwardly in 
clined shiftably t members secured 
to and shiftable with such door and one 
above another for intercepting the upward 
E. of light to prevent the glare of the 
analp. 
4. The combination with a lamp of the 

class described having a swinging front door, 
of aPE of normally downwardly in clined shiftably EY members secured 
to and located in front of such door and one 
above another for intercepting the upward 
rays of light to prevent the glare of the lamp. 100 

5. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described, of a plurality of normally 
downwardly inclined shiftably supported 
members located in front of such lamp and 
one above another to intercept the upward 105 
rays of light and prevent the glare of the 
lamp, means for holding them in such posi 
tion, and means for shifting saich members 
into different positions. 

6. The combination with a lamp of the 110 
class described having a front glass, of plurality of normally downwardly inclined 
shiftably supported members located in front 
of such glass and one above another to inter 
cept the upward rays of light and prevent 115 
the glare of the lamp, means for holding 
then in such position, and means for shift 
ing such members into different positions. 

7. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described having a swinging front 120 
door, of a plurality of normally downwardly 
inclined shiftably supported nembers se. 
cured to and shiftable with such door and 
one albove another to intercept the upward 
rays of light and prevent thic glare of the 125 
lip, means for holding them i, such losi tion, and means for shifting such members 
into different positions, 

8. The combination with a lanp of the class described hnving a swinging front 180 
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door, of a plurality of normally downwardly 
inclined shiftably supported members, Se 
cured to and located in front of such door 
and one above another to intercept the up 
ward rays of light and prevent, the glure of 
the lamp, means for holding them in such 
position, and means for shifting such men 
bers into different positions. 

9. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described, of a plurality of normally 
downwardly inclined shiftably supported 
members carried by the lamp and one above 
another to intercept the RE rays of light 
and prevent the glare of the lamp, means for holding them in such position, and pneu 
natically controlled means for shifting such 
members into different positions. 

10. The combination with a lamp of the rays of light and 
class described, having a swinging front 
door, of a plurality of normally downwardly 
inclined shiftably supported members se 
cured to and shiftable with such door and 
one above another to intercept the upward 
rays of light and prevent the glare of the 
lamp, means for holding then in such posi 
tion, and pneumatically controlled means for 
shifting such members into different posi 
tions. 

11. The conbination with a lamp of the 
class described having a swinging front 
door, of a plurality of normally downwardly 
inclined shiftably supported members, Se 
cured to and located in front of such door 
and one above another to intercept the up 

5 ward rays of light and prevent the glare of 
the lamp, spring controlled means for hold 
ing then in such position, and pneumatic 
ally controlled means for shifting such mem 
bers into different positions. 

12. The combination with a lanap of the 
class described, of a plurality of norinally 
downwardly inclined shiftably supported 
members carried by the lamp and one above 
another to intercept the upward rays of 
light and prevent the glare of the lamp, 
means for holding the members in such posi 
tion, and means for shifting such members 
into different positions. 

13. The combination with a lanp of the 
class described, of a plurality of normally 
downwardly inclined shiftably supported 
members carried by the lamp and one above 
another to intercept the upward rays of 
light and prevent the glare of the lamp, 
spring controlled means for holding the 
members in such position, and means for 
shifting such members into different posi 
tions. 

14. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described, of a plurality of normally 
downwardly inclined shiftably supported 
unenbers carried by the lamp and one above 
another to intercept the upward rays of 
light and prevent the glare of the lamp, 
spring controlled means for holding the 
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member's in such position, and pneumatically 
controlled means for shifting such members 
into different positions. 

15. The coinbination with a lamp of the 
class described, of a plurality of normally 
downwardly inclined shiftably supported 
members located one above another to inter 
cept the upward rays of light and prevent 
the glare of the lamp, and means including 
pistonechanism, for shifting such members 
into different positions. 

16. The combination with a laup of the 
class described having a swinging front 
loor, of a E. of normally downwardly 
inclined shiftably supported members se 
cured to and shiftable with such door and 
one above another to intercept the upward 

revent the glare of the 
lamp, means for holding the members in 
such position, and means including piston 
nechanism for shifting such members into 
different positions. 

17. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described having a swinging front door, 
of means connected thereto for movement 
therewith for preventing the glare of the 
lamp and comprising shiftable members 
located to intercept the upward rays of light, 
and means for shifting said NE 

18. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described having a swinging front 
door, of means connected thereto for move 
ment therewith for preventing the glare of 
the lamp and comprising shiftable members 
located to intercept the upward rays of light, 
and pneumatically controlled means for 
shifting said members. 

19. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described, of means comprising a series 
of overlapping piyotally supported shiftable 
members carried by the lamp one above an 
other and having normally downwardly in 
clined positions to intercept the upward rays 
of light, thereby to prevent the glare of the 
lamp while permitting the effective passage 
of the downward rays of light, means for 
maintaining the members in such position, 
and means for shifting them into different positions. 

20. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described, of mcalls E5 a plu rality of piyotally, supported shiftable men 
bers carried thereby one above another and having normally downwardly inclined posi 
tions to intercept the upward rays of light 
thereby to prevent the glare of the lamp 
while permitting the effective passage of 
the downward rays of light, a spring ten 
sioned rod connected to all of said members, 
and means in operative connection with said 
rod and adapted to lead to a vehicle for 
shifting said members, 

2i. The combination with a lamp of the 
class described, of means comprising a plu 
rulity of pivotally supported shiftable mem 

70 

5 

80 

85 

90 

95 

OO 

05 

O 

5 

20 

125 

30 



O 

5 

25 

30 

929,62? 

bers carried thereby one above another and having normally downwardly inclined posi 
tions to intercept the upward rays of light 
thereby to prevent the glare of the lamp 
while permitting the effective passage of the 
downward rays of light, a spring tensioned 
rod E. to all of said members, and 
pneumatically controlled means in operative 
connection with said rod and adapted to 
be Stated from a vehicle for shifting said 
eleS. 
22. A mask for preventing the glare of 

head and search lights, comprising a rim, 
a plurality of shiftable slats pivotally set 
cured to such rim, a spring tensioned rod 
connected to said slots, and means for shift 
ing said rod. 

23. A mask for preventing the glare of 
head and search lights comprising a rim, 
a plurality of shiftable slats pivotally se. 
cured to such rim, a spring tensioned rod 
connected to said slats, and pneumatically 
controlled means for shifting said rod. 

24. The combination with a motor-vehicle 
lamp, of a detachable mask for the front of 
said lamp and including a plurality of shift 
able members for intercepting the upward 
rays of light to ES the glare of the 
lamp, and means for shifting said members. 

25. The combination with a motor-vehicle 

5 
lamp, of a detachable mask for the front of 
saidlamp and including a plurality of shift 
able members for intercepting the upward 
rays of light to prevent the glare of the 
lamp, and pneumatically controlled means 
for shifting said members. 

26. The combination with a motor-vehicle 
lamp, haying a swinging front door, of a 
detachable mask for said door, said mask 
having a plurality of shiftable members for 
intercepting the upward rays of light to 
prevent the glare of the lamp while per 
mitting the effective passage of the down 
ward rays of light, and means for shifting 
said members. 

27. The combination with a motor-vehicle 
lamp, haying a swinging front door, of a 
detachable mask for said door, said mask 
having a plurality of shiftable members 
for intercepting the upward rays of light to 
prevent the glare of the lamp while per 
mitting the effective passage of the down 
ward rays of light, and means including a siring tensioned rod and operating means 
therefor for shifting said members, 

HAROLD. D. PENNEY. 
Witnesses: 

T. E. Borce, 
JoHN O. SEFERT. 
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