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Zo all whom it; nay conce. 
Be it known that I, JoHN J. LANGDON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Pueblo, in the county of Pueblo and State of 
Colorado, have invented certain new and use ful Improvements in Bookcases, of which 
the following is a specification, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in bookcases and has relation more 
particularly to a device of this general char 
acter of a revolving type and it is an object 
of the invention to provide a device of this general character including a plurality of 
shelves adapted to rotate about a common 
center together with means co-acting with 
said shelves for maintaining the same sub 
stantially horizontal at all times. 

It is also an object of the invention to 
provide a device of this general character 
having novel and improved means whereby 
the shelves are normally maintained against 
raCWeinent. 

It is also an object of the invention to 
5 provide a novel and improved device of this 
general character including a table together 
with a rotating carrier having operatively 
engaged therewith a plurality of shelves, 
said carrier being so arranged as to position 
an uppermost shelf substantially flush with 
the table. 
The invention consists in the details of 

construction and in the combination and ar 
rangement of the several parts of my im 

5 proved bookcase wherein certain important 
advantages are attained and the device 
rendered simpler, less expensive and other 
wise more convenient and advantageous for 
use, as will be hereinafter more fully set 
forth. 
The novel features of my invention will 

hereinafter be definitely claimed. 
in order that my invention may be the 

better understood I will now proceed to de 
scribe the same with reference to the accom 
panying drawings wherein: 

Figure i is a view in side elevation illus 
trating a case constructed in accordance with 
an embodiment of my invention; 

Fig. 2 is a view in end elevation of my 
improved case as herein embodied with the 
table or desk portion omitted; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary view 
partly in elevation and partly in section 
illustrating a support as herein embodied 

Mish a book operatively mounted thereon, 
8. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view 
partly in elevation and partly in section 
illustrating a book carried by one of the sup 
ports and in open position. 
As disclosed in the accompanying draw 

ings T denotes a table or desktop supported 
in a desired manner and having its central 
portion cut away as clearly indicated in Fig. 
1 of the accompanying drawings. Pivotally 
engaged with one of the inner margins of 
the table T is a hinged leaf 1 having a tail 
portion 2 underlying the co-acting marginal 
portion of the top or table whereby it will be 
perceived that the leaf is normally main 
tained in a horizontal position yet is capable 
of free upward swinging movement. 
At Substantially the center of the open 

portion of the table or top T and arranged 
therebelow are the upstanding transversely 
Spaced standards 3 which support the fixed 
shaft 4, one end portion of said shaft 4 be 
ing offset upwardly as indicated at 5. 
Loosely mounted upon the lower portion of 
the shaft 4 is a hub 6 having secured at its 
opposite end portions the wheels 7 of equal 
diameter and which have their peripheral 
portions connected by the supporting shafts 
8, loosely supported by said wheels 7. 
Loosely mounted upon the offset portion 5 
of the shaft 4 is a third wheel 9 of the same 
diameter as the wheel 7 and loosely mounted 
with the peripheral portion of said wheel 9 
are the cranks 10 carried by the adjacent 
ends of the shafts 8. The cranks 10 are per 
pendicularly related to the shafts 8 and are 
of the same length as the distance between 
the shaft 4 to the offset portion 5 thereof. 

Fixed to each of the shafts 8 is a shelf 11 
and to facilitate the operative engagement 
of the shelf 11 with the shaft the portion 
thereof intermediate the wheels is fattened 
as indicated at 12 in detail Figs. 3 and 4. Pivotally engaged with a marginal portion 
of each of the shelves 11 are the spaced 
spring clips 14. The clips 14 are adapted to 
have clamping action upon the back portion 
of a book B. It is thought to be clearly 
obvious from the foregoing description and 
from the illustration in the accompanying 
drawings that as the wheels 7 and 9 are ro 
tated the shelf 11 will at all times remain 
horizontal. The wheels may be rotated in 
any manner but preferably by manually op 
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1 
erating the E. portion of the wheel 9. 
which extends above the table or top T. The 
upper portions of the wheels 7 are so posi 
tioned as to bring the uppermost shelf 11 
substantially flush with the table or top T 
and when the uppermost book is thrown into 
an open position as indicated in 4. a 
part of the book is supported by the leaf 1. 
it will also be self evident that the upward 
swinging movement of the leaf 1 prevents 
said leaf from offering any obstruction to 
the rotation of the wheels 7 and 9 by contact 
of the books B therewith. 
I prefer that the hinged end portion of 

each of the clips 14 be provided with an ex 
tension or tail 15 adapted to engage the 
under surface of the co-acting shelf 11. The 
tail 15 is of such an angle as to prevent the 
clip 14 from dropping below the horizontal My improved bookcase is especially adapted 
for use in county or abstract offices or in 
offices where many indexes are used. The 
books B upon the shelves 11 constitute 
record books and as herein embodied said 
books will be numbered from 1 to 10 with said numbers preferably positioned upon 
the index plates 16 carried by the cranks 10. 
Each of the plates 16, has arranged thereon 
an index for the book supported by the ad 
jacent shelf 11. If the operator is desirous of making a record commencing with the 
letter “A”he revolves the wheel 9 until book 
number 1 is flush with the table or top T. 
The index plate on the crank 10 will readily 
advise him as to the page of the book to 
which he should turn and so on. 
The wheels 7 and 9 are normally held 

against rotation by the brake shoes 1 en 
gageable with the peripheries of the wheels 
7 and carried by the end portions of the arms 

hs to the 
or rocking 

movement. The opposite end portions of 
each of the arms 18have coacting therewith 
the retractile members 20' which serve to 
maintain the shoes 17 constantly in contact 
with the wheels 7. One of the arms 18 adja 
cent the shoes 17 is provided with the up 
standing pedal 20 whereby the shoes 17 may 
be readily forced out of frictional engage 
ment with the wheel 7 when it is desired to 
rotate the same. 
From the foregoing description, it is 

1,269,825 

thought to be obvious that a bookcase con 
structed in accordance with my invention is 
particularly well adapted for use by reason 
of the convenience and facility with which 
it may be assembled and operated and it will 
also be obvious that my invention is E. 
tible of some change and modification with 
out materially departing from the appear 
ance and spirit thereof and for this reason I 
do not wish to be understood as limiting 
myself to the precise arrangement and for 
mation of the several parts herein shown in 
carrying out my invention in practice ex 
cept as hereinafter claimed. 
I claim: 
1. A device of the character described 

comprising a rotary member, a shaft loosely 
supported by said member, a shelf engaged 
with the shaft, a second rotary member po 
sitioned eccentrically with relation to the 
first named rotary member, said shaft bein 
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provided with a crank operatively engaged 75 
with the second rotary member whereby the 
shelf is maintained substantially horizontal 
upon rotation of the members, and an up wardly swinging leaf interposed in the line 
of travel of the shelf, said shelf being sub 
stantially flush with the leaf when the shelf 
is at the limit of its upward movement. 

2. A device of the character described comprising a rotary member, a shaft loosely 
supported by said member, a shelf engaged 
with the shaft, a second rotary member po sitioned eccentrically with relation to the 
first named rotary member, said shaft bein provided with a crank operatively engage 
with the second rotary member whereby the 
shelf is maintained substantially horizontal 
upon rotation of the members, an upwardly 
SWing leaf interposed in the line of 
travel of the shelf, said shelf being substan 
tially flush with the leaf when the shelf is at 
the limit of its upward movement, and 
means co-acting with the leaf for prevent ing the same dropping below substantially 
the horizontal. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN J. LANGDON. 
Witnesses: 

J. A. LANGDON, 
J. RAY LANGDON. 
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