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€7 (57) Abstract: Surgical instruments are disclosed that utilize high-pressure liquid jets to perform a variety of useful functions.

& In certain embodiments, surgical instruments are described incorporating one or more liquid jets utilized to contact tissue excised

% by a non-liquid jet tissue-cutting component of the surgical instrument for the purpose of further cutting the excised tissue and/or

& fragmenting and/or disaggregating at least a portion of the excised tissue into a plurality of small particles and/or facilitating or as-

& sisting removal of excised tissue from a surgical site without the need to remove the instrument from the surgical site. In certain
embodiments, a liquid jet of a surgical instrument can be utilized for the purpose of excising tissue of a patient immobilized and/or
manipulated by the surgical instrument. Also described are surgical devices of the type characterized by curettes, rongeurs, bone
punches, bone cutting forceps, morcellators, surgical micrograspers, with functionality and performance supplemented by the inte-
gration of a liquid jet.
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Claims Nos.: 91-109,110-116,125-132

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 44-90,117-124

In view of the large number and also the wording of the claims presently
on file, which render it difficult, if not impossible, to determine the
matter for which protection is sought, the present application fails to
comply with the clarity and conciseness requirements of Article 6 PCT
(see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to such an extent that a meaningful search is
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those
parts of the first subject defined which do appear to be clear (and
concise), supported and disclosed in the description, namely claims 1-43.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-90,117-124

Surgical instrument for cutting tissue comprising a
non-liquid jet tissue cutting component, working in
combination with a liquid jet and an evacuation system.

2. claims: 133-143

Surgical instrument for cutting tissue comprising a remotely
operated tissue manipulation component.

3. claims: 144-151

Surgical instrument for cutting tissue comprising a
rotatable tissue-contacting component driven by a Tiquid
jet-driven rotor.
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