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UNITED STATES PATENT office 
conceALMENT DEVICE 

William Harian Bucknell, Norwalk, Conn, as 
signor of one-half to Anita R. 
Norwalk, Corn. 

Bucknel, 

Application August 30, 1941, serial No. 408,952 
4. Claims. 

This invention relates to a coneealment device 
which is particularly adapted for, use.ir. Watar: 
but which may be used on land. This device is 
related to the one shown in ny copending ap 
plication Serial No. 37,783. ... . 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
device which will most effectively shield an oc 
cupant fron view when tised in Water and yet 
will be safe, relatively simple in construction, 
economical to manufacture, easy to transport, 
and take up a minimum of space in storage. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide 

a concealment device which is adapted for Se 
not only in peacetime pursuits, such as hunting, 
but also in War. .. . 
A feature of the invention resides in the pro 

Vision of especially advantageous means enabling 
the device to be used effectively in rough water 
even though a relatively Small portion of the 
device projects above the water surface. - 
Other features of the device reside in the pro 

Vision of a device having a main body of flexible 
material in which very effective means are pro 
vided for sustaining the flexible body in a pre 
determined shape and size; in the provision of 
a device, adapted to float in water, providing a 
water-excluding section in which a person may 
be effectively concealed and which has associ 
ated therewith air pocket means for stabilizing 
the device; and in the provision of an easily : 
manipulatable device including protective armor, 
adapted to substantially conceal a person partic 
ularly when used in water, and at the same time 
permit the person while within the device to 
move about with ease either on land or in the 3: 
water. 
Other object 

pear. - 

En the drawings: " . . . 

Figure 1 is a top view of the device. 
Fig.2 is a partial sectional view taken sub 

stantially on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

on the line 3-3 of Fig.1. 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 

detail of the supporting unit of the device. . 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the supporting 

unit structure. - 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary p 

device in use. - - 

Fig. 7 is a top view similar to Fig. 1, but show 
ing the device embodying protective armor. 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary partial sectional view 
of the device taken substantially on the line 
8-3 of Fig. 7... . . . . - - - - - 

s and features will hereinafter ap 

erspective view of the 
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Fig. 9 is a fragmentary exploded perspective 
view showing - a rear corner of a modification 
of the Supporting unit, structure and protective 
armor construction shown in Figs. 7 and 8. 

Fig. 10 is a view similar to Fig. 9 but showing 
the corresponding front corner of the Supopting 
structure and protective armor construction of 
that modification. 

Before describing the present improvement and 
mode of operation thereof in detail it should be 
understood that the invention is not limited to 
the details of construction and arrangement of 
parts shown in the accompanying drawings, 
which are merely illustrative of the present pre 
ferred embodiments, since the invention is ca 
pable of other embodiments, and the phraseology 
employed is for the purpose of description and 
not of limitation. . . . . . . . 

Referring more particularly to the drawings . 
there is shown in Figs, 1-6 a device 20 embodying 
one advantageous form of the present invention 
and adapted to receive an individual for the pur 
pose of concealment. While the device is de 
signed particularly for use in water it may be 
used on land. . . . . . . . - 
As most clearly illustrated in Figs. 1-3, the de 

Vice includes a main body 21, advantageously 
formed of flexible Waterproof material, such, for 
example, as rubber, rubberized fabric or water 
proofed Canvas, to exclude Water and at the Sarise 
time to permit easy handling and manipulation of 
the device in use and permit ready collapsing 
and storage of the device when not in use. To 
most advantageously receive the individual de 
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Siring concealment, the body Zi of the device is 
constructed to provide a main seating portion 
22 in which the individual may sit, and a pair of 
leg-receiving portions 23 and 24 facilitating move 
ment of the individual in water, particularly sha 
low water, and on land. . . . . 

Defining the main seating portion 22 are side 
Walls 25, 26 and 27, and a bottom 28, the side 
walls and bottom preferably and as shown be 
ing designed to provide, when the device is in 
an open condition for use, a shape simulating 
that of a flat bottom boat with the side walls 
25 and 26 converging forwardly to substantially 
a point from the side wall 27 constituting the 
back. Secured to the main seating portion and 
depending downwardly therefrom at a location 
Spaced forwardly from the back side wall 21, 
are the leg-receiving portions which, as shown, 
terminate at their lower ends in boots 29 and 30. 
To maintain the main seating portion in an 

Open and noncollapsed condition - when in use, 

  



there is provided a supporting unit 3, See Figs. 
4 and 5 in particular, preferably including side 
walls 32, 33 and 34 of a height corresponding 
to the height of the side walls 25, 26 and 27 
of the main seating portion and disposed and 
shaped to provide the boatlike configuration above 
described. Advantageously a seat 35 is embodied 
in the supporting unit Si and serves not only to 
prevent a bagging of the bottom 28 of the main 
seating portion. When an individual is Seated 
therein, but also to rigidify and aid in the shap 
ing of the supporting unit as a whole. 
As shown, the Supporting sides 32, 33 and 

34 and seat 35 of the supporting unit may be 
formed respectively of separate pieces of light 
but strong Wood, Such as plywood, Suitably Se 
cured together at their meeting edges by nail 
ing strips 36 and corner inserts 3. However, 
it is to be understood that other constructions 
and other means of assembly may be utilized in 
the formation of the Supporting unit. 

It is of particular importance that the body 
21, including the main seating portion, which 
is maintained - open in a predetermined shape 
by the supporting unit 3, and the leg-receiv 
ing portions, which are collapsed somewhat about 
the legs of the individual by Water pressure 
when the device is employed to sustain an indi 
vidual in water, preferably is so designed and 
proportioned that it will displace only slightly 
more than Sufficient wate' to Support the Weight 
of an average individual and his equipment, 
With the upper portion of the side Walls 25, 26 
and 27 substantially level with the surface of 
the water and with the remaining portions of 
the body 2 wholly submerged. 
As a further means of concealment, there is 

advantageously embodied in the device an up 
ward extension 38 which, as shown, is preferably 
formed of the same flexible material as the side 
Walls of the main seating portion and provides 
in effect a peripheral continuation thereof. Ad 
Wantageously, fastening means, Such as Separable 
fasteners 39, may be secured to tabs 40 located 
along the upper edge of the extension 3S, adapt 
ed to cooperate with complementary fasteners 
A secured to laterally offset fingers 42 on the 
upper ends of struts 43 carried at peripherally 
Spaced points around the Sides of the support 
ing unit 3 to maintain the extension 33 and 
the side walls of the main seating portion in 
an extended upward position. 
A convenient manner of associating the struts 

43 and the supporting unit 3 in such a way 
that they become, in effect, a part thereof, is 
shown as involving the securing of pairs of 
aligned brackets 44 to the side walls 25, 26 and 
27 adjacent the two rear and one forward 
meeting edges thereof, and adjacent the points. 
where the side walls 25 and 26 begin to con 
verge forwardly. Shoulders 45 formed on the 
respective struts 43 and adapted to. Overlie and 
engage the upper side of the top bracket in each 
pair serve to arrest downward movement of the 
struts relative to the supporting unit, and the 
connected material of the main Seating portion 
and of the extension serves to prevent the struts 
being pulled upwardly out of the brackets. Tie 
straps A6 adapted to pass through holes 45' in 
the supporting unit, may be and preferably as 
shown, are provided for securing the latter rela 
tive to the bottom of the main seating portion. 

Also of importance, there is embodied in the 
device 20 as a means for aiding in the support 
of camouflaging and/or protective material 
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around the main body 2, and particularly as 
a means for preventing the entrance of Water 
over the top of the very low-floating seating 
portion and extension should the Surface cf the 
Water be rough or uneven, and as a means for 
stabilizing the device, a special means 47 in 
cluding a weblike annulus 48 of flexible ... ma 
terial, such as used in the construction of the 
main body 21, connected to the main seating por 
tion on a line intermediate the top of the side 
walls 25, 26 and 27 and the bottom of the ex 
tension 3. Adapted to support the Outer por 
tions of this Weblike annulus, which preferably 
is shaped to correspond With the shape of the 
main seating portion, is a float means 49 advan 
tageously formed in a plurality of separate units 
50, 5 and 52, one unit being spaced outwardly 
from each of the converging side walls 25 and 
26 and the other unit being Spaced OutWardly 
from the back side Wall 27. 
With this construction, any one of the float 

units 50, 5 , or 52, which are connected to each 
other and to the main body 21 of the device 
by the flexible Weblike annulus 48, may rise and 
fall with Waves at the Water. Surface independent 
ly of each other or of the main body. This ac 
tion of the Special means it as a unit in rising 
and falling With uneven Water at the Surface 
and especially the substantially independent ac 
tion of the several float units 50, 5 and 52, not 
Only Serves to stabilize the device as a Whole but 
also to prevent Waves from Splashing over and 
into the main seating portion where the oc 
cupant is located. 

Moreover, the float supported Weblike annulus 
provides a safety means capable of Sustaining the 
main body of the device should it atter become 
Overloaded or full of Water, and, in addition, pro 
vides a shelf where camouflaging material such 
as branches, leaves, netting and the like may be 
disposed about the device to thus cause the same 
to substantially blend with the surface of the 
water and the surrounding country. 
While preferably and as shown, the respective 

float units involve defined inflatable sections ad 
jacent to the outer marginal portions of the web 
like annulus, which may be specially treated to 
prevent the escape of air or other gas therefrom, 
it is recognized that float units of other construc 
tions, as of cork, may be utilized. Inflatable units 
Were illustrated because of the minimum weight 
thereof and because of the fact that when de 
flated they occupy a minimum of space. As 
shown, separate valves 53 of any suitable and 
Conventional kind may be associated with each of 
the units to facilitate inflation of the same. 

In using the device, an individual merely steps 
into the leg-receiving portions 23 and 24, locat 
ing his feet in the boots, and then pulls up the 
main seating portion 22 to a position where har 
ness Straps 54 may be fitted over his shoulders. 
As shown, this harness, which may be adjustable 
to the size of the particular person using the 
Same, is secured, as by any suitable means, to the 
Supporting unit. 
With the device thus supported on the user by 

the harness he may walk about easily on land 
and into the Water. When the device has been 
moved into Water of a depth sufficient to float 
the Same, the harness may be released from the 
shoulders and the occupant may sit down in the 
device with his legs extending downwardly into 
the portions 23 and 24. - 
To stabilize the device and cause the main seat 

ing portion thereof to float evenly in the water 
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when the occupant sits backwardly therein, there 
preferably is provided a Supplemental buoying 
means 55 at the rear side of the body 2. pelow 
the Weblike annulus 3. This means may be 
foEined by all inflatable linit, for example of the 
nature 9f the unit 52, or as shown, by securing a 
Strip Si of preferably flexible Waterproof mate 
irial, as by Stitching or cement, along its upper 
and Side marginal edges to the bagk wall 21, of 
the Seating portion, leaving the bottom marginal 
edge loose and unsecured. With this construc 
tion a pocket is formed Which will hold air, the 
air being held against escape from the pocket by 
the Water pressure against the open botton 
thereof. . . . . 

Also, advantageously and as shown, to enable 
adjustinent of the total weight supported by the 
device and thus cause the main body thereof to 
displace approximately a predetermined guantity 
of Water When used by persons of different Weight 5 
and/or by persons with equipment of different 
Weight, and to enable a further stabilization of 
the device particularly upon normal movement 
of the legs, removable weights in the form of in 
ner sole inserts 5 may be provided for insertion 
in the boots 29 and 39. Thus, when a device is se 
lected for use, special inserts 57 of different, 
Weight inay be provided depending upon the 
Weight of the paliticular individual and/or of his 
equipnent. . . . - . . 

he shape of the device, as explained above, 
sinulates that of a boat and hence it may easily 
be noved about in the Water by a paddle, a stick, 
the hands of the occupant or by any other suit 
able and Convenient means. - . 
When the occupant bends forward, it will be 

appreciated, he is concealed by the float units 59, 
5i and 52, and the extension 3, and chiefly by 
the portion of the device which is substantially 
entirely submerged in the Water. If desired a gif 
concealment unit including a spray and conceal 
ment hocci. 59 suitably secured as by fasteners 
59' to the back and side portions of the exten 

3. 
a plurality of main sections 63, 64 and 65-adapted 
to extend respectively from the two forwardly 
Converging sides 25 and 26 and the back. 27 of 
the main body 2. Overlying adjacent anarginal 
portions at the rear of the sections -63 and 64 
and at the ends of the section 65 are rear corner 
sections, 66 and 67 which preferably are flex 

- ibly cgnnected, as by Springs 68, to the main sec 
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Sion, and a head and neck covering hood 60, may 
be utilized. Any convenient means such as straps 
or the like Inay be proVidad for securing the hood 
59 to tine back or shoulders of the person using 
the Same. 

It is to be noted that the main seating portion 
provides ample room for a gin or other equip 
ment the particular user may wish to have with 
him. looks. 6 or other supporting means may 
be conveniently disposed about the inside of the 
unit 3i for locating various articles the cocupant 
might wish to use. . . . . . . . . 
In Figs. 7 and 8, the device shown in Figs. 1-6 

is ShoWin as especially adapted for use in combat, 
as in War. To that end protective armor. 62 is 
provided to shield those portions of the device 
which project above the surface of the water, al 
though it also may be provided to shield. Sub 
merged portiors of the device. 
lustrated this armor 52 provides a protective an 
nulus extending laterally from the lipper portion 
of the extension 38 to and over the outer margin 
of the ficat means 43 and Weblike connecting sec 
tion A8. - - . 

in order that the several functions of the float 
and Weblike means, including the stabilizing of 
the device, the compensating for uneven water 
at the Surface, and the preventing of uneven 
water at the surface from flowing over and into 
the main body of the device, may not be inpaired 
in an appreciable Oi Substantial manner, the pro 
tective armor advantageously is constructed in 

In the fornil 
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tions G3 and 65, and 64 and 65 lapped thereby. 
Overlying the adjacent forward marginal por 
tions of the main sections 63 and 64 is a forward 
corner section 69 which, similarly to the reareor 
ner sections 66 and 67, preferably is flexibly con 
nected to the main sections 63 and 64 lapped 
thereby. - 

AS ShoWill best in Fig. 8, the upper margins of 
the armor sections 63, 68 and 65 are turned down 
Wardly, except adjacent the ends thereof, so as 
to hook over and be supported by the upper edge 
of the body extension 38. Also, preferably the 
rear corner sections 66 and -67 and the forward 
corner section 69, are formed with hooked p-or 
tions, respectively adapted to hook over the two 
rear corners and the forward corner at the top 
of the body extension 38. The lower or outer 
margins of the main sections 63, 34 and 65, as 
ShoWn, are curved around the outer margins of 
the float and Weblike means, and the correspond 
ing margins of the Corner sections are curved in 
a similar manner. 
With the foregoing construction it will be ap 

preciated that while the protective armor is ef 
fectively Inaintained in position, the desired in 
dependent movement of the several float units 
relative to each other, nevertheless, is permitted. 
A modified arrangement for mounting protec 

tive armor relative to the main body of the de 
vice is illustrated in Figs. 9-10. There hooklike 
pins Ti are provided adjacent the ends of the re 
Spective armor sections 630i, 64a and 65a adapted 
to fit in elongated slots if formed in the ends of . 
angle shaped carrying pieces 2 associated with 
the upper ends of the supporting unit struts 43. 
The relation and construction of adjacent armor 
sections 63a and 65a at the rear of the device is 
shown in Fig. 9, while the relation and construc 
tion of adjacent armor sections 63d and 4a at 
the forward end of the device is shown in Fig. 10. 
It will be appreciated that the relation and con 
struction of the sections a and 65a at the rear 
of the device corresponds to that of the sections 
63d and 65a, and that corner sections like the 
corner sections. 66, 6 and 69 shown in Figs. 7-8 
will be provided to lap adjacent marginal portions 
of the main sections and will be associated with 
the main Sections and With the device as a Whole 
in a manner corresponding to the illustration 
in those figures. Advantageously, the hooked 
portions of the corner Seetions may be hooked 
over the inner. W portions of the angle shaped 
carrying pieces of 2. 
- With the modified arrior plate nou-Inting and 
construction, which apart from the details de 
scribed immediately above is the same as that 
shown in Figs. 7-3, it is seen that a more sub 
stantial support is provided for the again -armor 
sections while at the same time pivotal and lim 
ited sliding movement of the main armor sec 
tions relative to each other and to the main body. 
of the device is permitted by the pin and set. 
connection provided by the hooklike pins i? and 
elongated slots 7. . . . . 

Variations and modifications inay be made 
within the scope of this invention and portions 
of the improvements may be used without others. 

  



4. 
Having thus described the invention, what is 

clained as new is: . 
i. In a device of the character described, the 

colnbination of a body adapted to receive an oc 
cupant, having a main seating portion with a 
bottom and with a pair of forwardly located 
flexible leg-receiving portions extending there 
fi'Oin, flexible Weblike in eans extending lateraliy 
OutWardly from Said body; and a plurality of 
Separate float means disposed about and spaced 
laterally from Said body, said float means being 
flexibly connected to each other and to said 
body by Said weblike means, Said body extending 
below Said weblike means and said body extendi 
ing beioW said Weblike means being proportioned 
to alone Support the Occupant in Water, whereby 
said float means are adapted to raise and lower 
said Weblike eXtension independently of Said 
body. 

2. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a body adapted to receive an oc 
cupant, having a main seating portion with side 
and botton Walls and With a pair of flexibie leg 
receiving portions extending therefron, said body 
being proportioined to alone Support the occul 
pant in water; fiexible weblike means extending 
outwardly fiolin and connected to said body peri 
metrically thereof, said body extending below said 
weblike means; float lineans Spaced laterally from 
Said body and connected to said Weblike means; 
and means on said body, back of Said seating 
portion and below said Weblike means for pro 
Viding conperisating and equalizing float Sup 
port for that part of the body When the occu 
pant sitS in the Seating portion with his legs in 
the leg-receiving portions. 

3. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a body adapted to receive an oc 
cupant; flexible Weblike means extending later 
ally outwardiy from and peripherally of Said 
body; and a plurality of separate float means 
disposed about and spaced laterally from said 
body, said float means being fiexibly connected 
to each other and to said body by Said weblike 
In eans and said body extending below said float 
neans and said Weblike means. 

4. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a baglike body of flexible mate 
rial, having side and bottom portions and adapt 
ed to receive an occupant; an extension on said 
body, adapted to extend upwardly from and pro 
viding a continuation of the side portions of said 
body; supporting means for maintaining said 
side portions in a laterally spread condition rel 
ative to each other and in a supported condition 
extending upwardly relative said bottom por 
tion; a seating section associated with said sup 
porting means and Overlying said bottorn por 
tion; flexible. Weblike means extending laterally 
outwardly from said body interinediate said side 
portions and said extension; and float means 
disposed about said body, and Spaced laterally 
from and connected to said body by said weblike 
means. . 
5. In a device of the character described, the 

combination of a water-excluding body adapted 
to receive an occupant, having a main Seating 
portion with side walls and with a pair of for 
wardly located flexible leg-receiving portions ex 
tending therefron, said body being proportioned 
to alone support the occupant in water; a periph 
eral upward extension connected to and forming 
a continuation of said side walls; flexible Weblike 
means extending OutWardly from and connected 
to said body intermediate said side walls and said 
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extension; float means spaced laterally from said 
body and Connected to said Weblike means; and 
pocket means having an open bottom, on the out 
Side of Said body, back of said seating portion and 
below said Weblike means, for providing compen 
Sating and equalizing float support for that part 
of the body when the occupant sits in the seating 
portion. With his legs in the leg-receiving portions. 

6. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a baglike body of fiexibie mate 
rial, having a main seating portion with a bottom 
and Side Walls and With forwardly located leg 
receiving portions, said body being proportioned 
to alone support the occupant in water; a periph 
eral upward extension, connected to said side 
walls of the main seating portion; supporting 
means for maintaining said Side walls in a later 
ally Spread condition relative to each other and 
in a supported condition extending upwardly rela 
tive to said bottom; a seat associated with said 
Supporting lineans rearwardly of said leg-receiv 
ing portions and overlying said botton; flexible 
Weblike means extending laterally outwardly from 
and Connected to Said body intermediate said side 
walls and said upward extension; and float means 
disposed around and Spaced laterally outward 
from said body, connected to said weblike means. 

7. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a body adapted to receive an oc 
cupant, having a main Seating polition with later 
ally opposed Side walls converging relative to each 
Other forwardly from a rear side wall; a pair of 
for Wardly located leg-receiving portions of flex 
ible material extending from said main seating 
portion, having bootlike foot-receiving closures on 
the ends thereof, said body being proporticned to 
alone Support the occupant in water; a peripheral 
upward extension, connected to said side walls; 
flexible Weblike means extending outwardly from 
and connected to said body intermediate said side 
Walls and said extension; separate foat means 
respectively spaced laterally Cutward from said 
Opposed side Walls and said rear side wall, con 
nected to said Weblike means; and weight means 
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in Said bootlike closures, adapted to adjust the 
total weight of the device to compensate for occu 
pants of different weight, within certain limits, 
and cause the device to displace approximately 
a predetermined quantity of water when used by 
different occupants. 

8. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a water-excluding body adapted 
to receive an individual, having a main seating 
portion with side walls, and having a leg-receiv 
ing portion, said body being proportioned to alone 
support the individual in water; a peripheral up 
ward extension connected to and forming a con 
tinuation of said side walls; float means disposed 
peripherally of and spaced lateraily outward from 
Said body; and flexible weblike means disposed 
peripherally of said body, connected to said float 
means, and connected to said body intermediate 
Said side walls and said upward extension. 

9. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a body adapted to receive an oc 
cupant, having a main seating portion with side 
Walls and having a pair of forwardly located flex 
ible leg-receiving portions extending therefrom; 
a peripheral upWard extension, connected to the 
side walls of the main Seating portion; float means 
disposed around and spaced laterally outwardly 
from said body; flexible means extending from 
Said body and connected to said float means; and 
protective means disposed peripherally of said: 
body and extending laterally from the upper por 
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tion of said extension to a position overlying said 
float means. 

10. In a device of the character described, the 
cornbination of a baglike body of flexible nate 
rial, adapted to receive an occupant, having a 
main seatiing portion. With a bottom and side 
walls and with a pair cf leg-receiving portions 
depending from adjacent the forward part there 
of; 2 peripheral upward extension of fiexible ma- - 
terial, connected to said side walls; flexible Web 
like means disposed peripherally of said body and 
extending OutWardly therefrom intermediate Said 
side Walls and said extension; a plurality of sepa 
rate float lineans disposed peripherally of and 
spaced outwardly laterally from said body, Con 
nected to said weblike means; protective means 
with inner aid outer portions, having flexibly 
connected sectionS disposed peripherally of and 
extending Outwardly from the upper portion of 
said extension, the Outer portion of said protec 
tive means being supported by said float means; 
and means for maintaining said Side Walls and 
said extension against collapsing and for Sup 
porting the inner portion of said protective 
e3S. 

11. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a baglike body of flexible mate 
rial having a main seating portion with a bot 
tom and side Wails, and having a pair of leg 
receiving portions depending therefrom adjacent 
the forward part, thereof; an upward extension 
of flexible material, connected to and providing a 
continuation of said side Walls; supporting means 
in and connected to said body, for maintaining 
flexible material of Said side Walls and said ex 
tension in an expanded condition laterally and 
also in a position supported upWardly relative to 
said bottolin; an occupant-Supporting seat asso 
ciated with said supporting means and overlying 
said bottom; flexible Weblike means extending 
laterally from said body intermediate said side 
walls and said extension; and float means dis 
posed peripherally of Said body and connected 
to said Weblike means. 

12. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a body adapted to receive an oc 
cupant, having a main seating portion with lat 
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5 
erally opposed side walls converging relative to 
each other forwardly from a rear side wall; a 
pair of forwardly located leg-receiving portions 
of flexible material extending from said main 
seating portion, having bootlike foot-receiving 
closures on the ends thereof, said body being 
proportioned to alone support the occupant in . 
water; a peripheral upward extension, connected 
to said side walls; flexible weblike means extend 
ing OutWardly from and connected to said body 
interinediate said side walls and said extension; 
and separate float means respectively spaced lat 
erally outward from said opposed side walls and 
Said rear side Wall, connected to said weblike 
e8.S. 

13. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a body adapted to receive an cc 
cupant, having a main seating portion with lat 
erally opposed side walls converging relative to 
each other forwardly from a rear side wall; a 
pair of forwardly located leg-receiving portions 
of flexible material extending from said main 
seating portion, said body being proportioned to 
alone support the occupant in Water; a periph 
eral upward extension, connected to said Side 
Walls; flexible weblike means extending outward 
ly from and connected to said body intermediate 
said side walls and said extension; and float 
means respectively spaced laterally outward from 
said opposed side walls and said rear side Wall, 
connected to said Weblike means. 

14. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a baglike water-excluding body 
of flexible material, adapted to receive an indi 
vidual, having a main seating portion with side 
walls, and having a leg-receiving portion, said 
body being proportioned to alone support the in 
dividual in Water; a peripheral upward extension 
connected to and forming a continuation of said 
side Walls; flexible Weblike means disposed pe 
ripherally of said body and connected to said 
body intermediate said side Walls and said up 
Ward extension; and a plurality of separate float . 
means connected to Said weblike means and dis 
posed peripherally of and spaced laterally out 
Ward from Said body. 

WILLIAM HARLAN BUCKNELL. . 

  


