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Our invention is a system and methodology for integrating
heterogenous information in a distributed environment by
encapsulating data about existing and new information into -
objects (16). The process of encapsulating the information
requires extracting from the information metadata. Creating
from the metadata, a database (30), where the metadata is
grouped into objects (26) and groups of objects (28) are which
logically associated into collections (28). This database of
object and collections is instantiated into’runtime memory of a
server (22), organized into repositories (24)‘0f objeéts (20)
and collections (28). A user (l12) seeking access to the
information would then, using an HTTP compliant browser (20),
access the server (22) to access the information through the

objects (26) created and stored in the server.
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