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To @il whom & may concern:
Be it known that I, Jonx R. Juwerr, Jr.,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Wood River, in the county of-ilall and State
5 of Nebraska, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Rural Mail Boxes,
ot which the following is a specification.
My invention relates to mail boxes and is
particularly designed for filling the practi-
10 cal needs of boxes used in rural mail de-
livery. ) o
The principal object of my invention is
the provision of a rural mail box constructed
and equipped to receive letters and parcels of
all sizes from both the postman and sender
with manually-operated indication to impart
any desired information about such mail to
the collector thereof.
A further object is the connection of the
20 usual elevated flag indicating the deposit
of mail in the box with the door in such
manner as to insure the lowering of the flag
when the deposited mail is removed, thereby
preventing the annoyance of false indication
26 with its attendant unnecessary visits to the
box.
A further cobject is the arrangement on

-
&R

the inside of the door of the hox of semi-.

automatic indicating means for informing
30 the collector of mail of the desires of the
sender concerning the method of delivery in
conjunction with fastening means for re-
taining money intended for payment of posi-
age or purchase of additional stamps.
Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent irom the following description,
wherein reference is had to the accompany-
ing drawings illustrating a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention, and in which
40 similar reference numerals designate similar
parts throughout the several views.
In the drawings:
Tig. 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved mail box in position for use; Fig. 2
46 1s a vertical central section therethrough
. Fig. 8,4 and 5 are detailed sectional views
taken substantially on the lines 3—3, 44
and 5—5 of Fig. 2; Tig. 6 is a plan view
of the door of the box when in opened Dosi-
50 tion, and Tigs. 7 and 8 are detailed sectional
views taken respectively on the lines 7—7
and 8—8 of Fig. 6.
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 5
designates a box casing preferably formed
56 of sheet metal galvanized or painted for pro-

tection against the weather, and formed with
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1ts sides, floor, roof and one end wall firmly
fastened together with watertight joints, as
by riveting or soldering. The other end wall
is formed with an upper portion 6 secured to
the roof of the casing and a lower portion
pivoted adjacent its bottom to form a door
¢ for the inéroduction of parcels and the ve-
moval of any mail placed into the box. Let-
ters may be inserted into the box through

a slot 8 in the portion 6 without opening the -

door, this slot being normally covered by a
hinged flap 9 for protection against the ele-
ments. A handle 10 is provided for ease in
opening the door 7 and connection is made
from the door to the flag signaling device 11
to insure lowering of the flag whenever the
door is opened. This connection comprises
the rod 12 pivoted at one end to the inside
of the door and at the other end to the slide
13 mounted for longitudinal movement in
brackets 14 secured to the side wall of the
casing 5. A slot formed in the side wall
Iimits the travel of the slide and rod. An
outwardly-extending lug 15 on the slide 18
is arranged to contact the staff of the flag
11 which is pivoted, as at 16, adjacent the
lower. edge of the side wall. A spring clip
17 fixed on the side wall adjacent its upper
edge is designed to hold the flag in elevated
position to signal that mail has been de.
posited in the box. When in such elevated
position (see Fig. 1) the lug 15 contacts the
flag staff.  When the door 7 is opened to re-
move such mail the slide 13 is moved for.
wardly by the vod 12 and the lug 15 thereon -
swings the flag downwardly during the
travel of the slide. A suitable stop, as 18,
supports the flag in its lowered position. As
herein shown, the stop 18 is bent outwardly
and then upwardly to provide a hanger for
parcels while s similar hook 19 is provided
adjacent the lower edge of the casing 5 to
recewve parcels too bulky to be placed inside
the box. '

To impart to the postman all information
relative to the method of delivery desired for
the mail left in the hox for collection, as
whether a letter is to he registered or. pro-
vided with a special delivery stamp, 1 pro-
vide a convenient semi-automatic indicator
on the inner face of the door 7. As herein
shown, this comprises a pivoted hand 20
(see Fig. 6) adapted to register with a dial
21 having graduations marked with the vari-
ous styles of delivery for letters or parcels,
as Special Delivery, C. 0. D, Insured, ete.,
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and also with graduations marked to desig-
nate the number and denominations of
stamps desired to be purchased. When the
sender places a letter or parcel in the box
he -turns the hand 20 to register with the
desired graduation on the dial 21, the hand
being held by friction wherever set. To
firmly secure the money simultaneously
placed for payment of postage I provide a
spring clip 22 to receive paper money,
clasping it between the face of the door and
the clip, and for the retention of metal colns
a pair of spring clips 23 with their iree
ends upturned and engaging each other
(as.shown in Fig. 7). The upper edges of
the clips 23 flare outwardly. and a coin in-
serted between the edges will be clasped be-
tween: the upturned end portions.

From the foregoing description it will be
apparent that I have provided a mail box
well :adapted to satisfy the needs of rural
delivery and collection boxes. The postman
may readily insert letters through the slot
8 or parcels by opening the door 7, or if

_the parcels are too large for the interior of

the box they may be hung upon the hooks
18 or 19 upon the side of the box. He then
swings the flag 11 upright to signal the
deposit of mail. When the owner visits the

“box in vesponse to the signal the act of

opening the door 7 automatically lowers the
flag, thereby obviating any forgetting to
lower the flag with a consequent ussless trip
to the box later. When a letter or marcel
is placed in the box for collection by the
postman, he may indicate on the dial 22 ex-
actly how he desires such mail forwarded
and may safely leave coins ot bilis to pay
for the postage, or additional stamps may
be purchased with assurance that the post-
man will understand his wants.

While it will be apparent that the illus-
trated embodiment of my invention herein
disclosed is well caleulated to adequately
Tulfill the objects primarily stated, it is to
be understood that the invention is suscep-
tible to variation, modification. and change

within the spivit and scope of the subjoined-
claims,

Having described my invention, I claim:
1. A rural mail box comprising a casing,
a door hinged thereto, a flag to. signal de-
posits of mail in the box pivoted to the cas-
ing, a connection between the door and flag
to lower the flag when the door is opened,

including a rod pivoted to the door,and a

slide connected with the rod and
to engsge the flag.

2.'A rural mail box comprising a casing,
a door hinged thereto, a flag to signal de-

adapted

casing,
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posits of mail in the box pivoted to the cas-
ing, a connection between the door and flag
to lower the flag when the door is opened,
including & rod pivoted at one end to the
door, a siide mounted on the casing and piv-
otally connected to the other end of the rod,
and a lug on the slide arranged to contact
the flag wher in elevated position.

3. A rural mail box comprising a casing,
a8, door hinged thereto, a flag to signal de-
posits of mail in the  box pivoted to the
a connection between the door and
flag to lower the flag when the door is
opened, including a rod pivoted at one end
to the door, a shde mounted on the casing
and pivotally connected to the other end of
the rod, the casing having a slot in which
the rod travels and a lug om the slide ar-
ranged to contact the flag when in elevated
position. ‘

4, A rural mail box comprising a casing,
a door hinged thereto, a flag to signal de-
posits of mail in the box pivoted to the cas-
ing, a spring clip fixed on the casing to re-
leasably hold the flag in elevated position,
a connection between the door and flag to
lower the flag when the door is opened, in-
cluding a rod pivoted at one end.to the
door, 2 slide mounted on the casing and piv-
otally connected to the other end of the rod,
and a lug on the slide arranged te contact
the flag when in elevated position.

A raral mail box comprising a casing,

5. A
a door hinged thereto for deposit and re-
moval of mail, and means on said door for
indicating to the postman the desired form
of delivery of deposited mail, including a
dial on the door having graduations bearing
indicia for the various forms of delivery,
and’ quantity and denominations of stamps
to ba purchased an index hand pivoted on
said door and turnable to any of such grad-
uations, and clips fixed on the door to hold
money ior payment of postage. ,

6. A rural mail box comprising a casing,
a door hinged thereto for deposit-and re-
moval of mail, and means on said door for
indicating to the postman the desired number
and dehomination of stamps to be pur-
chased, including a dial on the door having
eoraduations for various numbers and. de-
nominations of stamps, an index hand mov-
ably monnted on said door to register with

any of such graduations, and clips on said

door to hold money for purchase of stamps.
' JOHN R.JEWETT, Jr.
Witnesses: : :
Lizo P. Murpex,
Fp. I Murien,
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