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(57) Abstract: The present application provides a peripheral device, a peri-
pheral device control method, a firmware download system, and a program
such that program data meant for an older peripheral device is prevented
from being downloaded from a higher-level device, while crashing of a sys-
tem including the peripheral device is avoided. As an example, if overwrite
permission data for allowing overwriting program data is included in a down-
load file (23) which is stored upon a higher level device (20), a peripheral
device (30A) overwrites program data with the program data which is trans-
mitted from the higher level device (20) and returns a proper completion of
data overwrite response to the higher level device (20). If the overwrite per-
mission data is not included in the download file (23), the peripheral device
(30A) returns the proper completion of data overwrite response to the higher
level device (20) without overwriting the program data which is stored upon
the peripheral device (30A) with the program data which is transmitted from
the higher level device (20). The identifying information which is included in
the download file is stored in an identifying information storage unit (32A) of
the peripheral device (30A).
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20 HIGHER LEVEL DEVICE

21 DOWNLOAD CONTROL UNIT
22 EXTERNAL STORAGE UNIT
23 DOWNLOAD FILE

30 (30A) FIRST CARD READER (NEW)
30 (30B) SECOND CARD READER (OLD)
31(A), 31(B) CARD READER CONTROL UNIT
32(A) IDENTIFYING INFORMATION STORAGE UNIT
311(A), 311(B) FIRMWARE STORAGE UNIT
312(A), 312(B) REWRITE CONTROL UNIT
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