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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,295,507 

WORK GOVE 

William O. Wells, Jr., and Arthur H. Mason, 
Evanston, ill., assignors to Wells Lamont 
Smith Corporation, Chicago, Ill., a corpora:- 
tion of Minnesota, 

Application January 17, 1941, Serial No. 34,931 
(C. 2-161). 4. Claims. 

This invention relates to work gloves of the 
type having a leather front and a fabric back, 
and is directed particularly to an improvement 
in the construction of the index finger of such gloves. 
In gloves of the type under consideration the 

index finger thereof is subject to particularly 
hard wear. In the past it has been the practice 
to Secure the leather front thereof to the fabric 
back in an overlapping stitched seam at, or 
slightly rearwardly of, the medial line along the 
side edge portion of the finger adjacent the 
thumb. It has been found, however, that with 
such an arrangement the leather faced area is 
insufficient, and that exposed areas of the cloth 
finger back are subject to considerable Wear and 
deteriorate readily because of their lesser dura 
bility than the leather areas. 
While it. Would be possible to construct the en 

tire back portion as Well as the front portion of 
the index finger of leather, such construction is 
not desirable for Several reasons. In the first 
place, the primary object of using a cloth back 
for Work gloves is to effect a cost saving by reason 
of the cheapness of fabric as compared with 
leather. Secondly, an index finger constructed 
throughout of leather would be substantially 
stiffer than one having a fabric back so that 
the index finger could not be bent as easily and 
to the Same degree. 
The main object of the present invention is to 

increase the durability of a work glove index fin 
ger of the type referred to, and to accomplish this 
Without appreciably increasing the stiffness 
thereof and the cost of the glove. 
certain limited areas of the cloth finger back 
which are particularly Vulnerable to Wear are 
reinforced by leather. The added leather portion 
of the index finger does not extend the full 
height of the finger. It will, however, include 
the area of the middle joint of the index finger, 
and there may be also a further leather por 
tion longitudinally spaced from the first portion 
in the finger tip area of the back. The leather 
finger back reinforcement need not extend across 
the entire Width of the cloth finger back, and for 
purposes of economy preferably Will not do so. 
The reinforcement of the finger back at the Sec 
ond finger joint area, desirably will be formed 
integrally with the leather front section of the 
glove, and will take the form of a flap projecting 
laterally beyond the side edge thereof at an in 
termediate point of its length. Where leather 
is to be employed at the back of the index finger 
at the tip area, the same may be formed as a fur 
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ther flap integral with the leather glove front, 
but in Some cases the same may be formed of 
a separate piece of leather. 
The invention Will be understood by reference 

to the Several illustrative embodiments thereof 
shown in the accompanying drawings. 

En Stlch drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a back view of a combination leather 

and fabric glove embodying our invention; 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken along the line 

of the second finger; 
Fig. 3 is a cross-section of the index finger 

taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective taken from 

the rear of the index finger; 
Fig. 5 is a plan view of the leather blank from 

which the front portion of the glove is formed; 
Fig. 6 is a plan view of the fabric blank from 

which the back-section of the glove is formed; 
Fig. 7 is a view of a leather blank which may 

be employed to reinforce the back of the finger 
tips; 

Fig. 8 is a back View of a combination leather 
and fabric glove generally similar to that of Fig. 
1, but showing a modification of the invention; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary perspective view look 
ing from the back of the index finger of Fig. 8; 

Fig. 10 is a plan view of the leather blank from 
which the front is formed; 

Fig. ili is a plan view of the fabric blank from 
which the back is formed; and 

Fig. 12 is a view of a leather blank which may 
be employed to reinforce the back tips of the fin 
gers other than the index finger. 
The glove shown in Fig. 1 includes a leather 

front portion formed from a blank 20, as shown 
in Fig. 5, and a cloth back 2 as shown in Fig. 6. 
The front and back Sections are secured by suit 
able stitching at the Wrist to a gauntlet cuff 23 of 
suitable stiff fabric. The leather front section is 
in the main of conventional pattern, and has 
formed integrally therewith index finger front 
24, little finger front 25, and the inner face 26 
of the thumb. The two middle finger fronts 2 
and 28 will be composed of a separate piece of 
leather secured to the main front section 26 
across the bases of the finger by a seam 29 as in 
dicated in Fig. 2. The knuckle area of the fabric 
back 2 may be reinforced by a leather knuckle 
strap. 30, and the glove may be gathered at the 
wrist by an elastic back strap 3. As shown in 
Fig. 2, the leather front may have a suitabie 
fabric lining 32. Small leather pieces 33 of the 
form shown in Fig. 7 may be provided at the 
back of any or all of the finger tips. 
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The glove as so far described is generally con 

ventional in design. The particular feature of 
the invention involves the provision of a leather 
portion which will reinforce the fabric back 35 
of the index finger. As best shown in Fig. 5, such 
additional leather portion will comprise a pro 
jecting flap 34 integral with and projecting out 
Wardly from side edge 38 of the leather front sec 
tion. 20. Such flap will be so located lengthwise 
of edge 30 as to cover the portion of the index 
finger at the second joint, and the same will be 
Spaced below the upper end of the index finger. 
As best shown in Fig. 3, flap 34 does not extend 
completely across the width of the back of the 
index finger. Preferably such flap is provided 
with a curved edge. The edge of flap 34 and the 
edge portions 38 of the leather front section 20 
may be joined to the back by a continuous line 
of stitching 36. 
With the arrangement of flap 34 as shown, the 

index finger is rendered Substantially more dur 
able at the back area, thereof, while by reason of 
the limitation in the size of flap 34 both length 
wise and widthwise of the finger, such glove fin 
ger may be readily bent when the hand is in 
Serted. Through the use of flap 34 with the ad 
dition of the leather finger tip back 33, the index 
finger is adequately reinforced in all areas which 
are likely to experience any amount of Wear. 
The inventive arrangement has a further ad 

vantage over conventional fabric and leather 
gloves in that the line of stitching which joins 
the leather front and fabric back Sections to 
gether is completely removed from the side area 
of the glove at, and for a Substantial distance 
above and below, the second joint area of the 
index finger, and is located instead at the back 
area of the glove where there is little likelihood 
of the Sean being Subjected to Wear. 
The second embodiment of the invention shown 

in Figs. 9 to 12 includes a leather front section 40, 
as shown in Fig. 10, and a fabric back Section 4 
similar to back section 2 of the embodiment pre 
viously described. As in the previous embodi 
ment, the leather front section has integral 
therewith a front index finger portion 44 and a 
front little finger portion 45. The second em 
bodiment of the invention differs from the first 
in that there are two longitudinally Spaced lat 
erally projecting flaps 54 and 53 which, as shown 
in Figs. 8 and 9, overlie and reinforce longitudi 
nally spaced areas of the fabric back 55 of the 
index finger. Flap portion 53 overlies the back 
tip area of the finger, and flap 54 overlies the 
area of the fabric finger back at the area of the 
finger second joint. Preferably, and as shown, a 
continuous sinuous edge 51 extends along flaps 53 
and 54 and joins the main edge 58 of front 40 
below flap 54. Such shaping not only avoids ob 
jectionable sharp corners which are difficult to 
seam but enables the front portions 40 for a plu 
rality of gloves to be laid out on a piece of 
leather with the edges thereof in nesting rela 
tion so as to conserve material. 

It Will be evident that flap 53 serves the same 
purpose as the separately formed leather backed 
finger tip reinforcement 33 of the glove shown in 
Fig. 1, and preferably the same extends complete 
ly across the width of back fabric portion 55 of 
the index finger. Flap 54 is of lesser width than 
flap 53 and need extend only a portion of the way 
across the finger back, although preferably it will 
extend at least to, or slightly beyond, the middle 
back line of the index finger. A continuous line 
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2,295,507 
57 of flaps 53 and 54 will serve to join such flaps 
to the overlying index finger fabric back 55, and 
Will continue downwardly to join the lower edge 
portion 58 of the fabric front Section 40 to the 
corresponding portions of the fabric back 4. The 
cloth back tips of the two middle fingers and the 
little finger may be reinforced by leather cover 
ings 59 of the form shown in Fig. 12. The glove 
may be formed With a long gauntlet cuff as in 
the case of the glove of Fig. 1, but is here shown 
as having a relatively short cuff 69 of suitable 
stiff material. 

It is to be observed that in neither form of 
the invention is the back of the index finger re 
inforced with leather throughout its entire 
length. AS previously mentioned, this feature 
enables the index finger to be flexed more read 
ily and at the same time provides a larger area, 
of leather reinforcement than in pre-existing 
gloves wherein the leather front and fabric back 
sections are joined together at or adjacent the 
side edge of the glove. The flaps 34 and 54 in 
the two embodiments of the invention are of 
course subject to variation as to position length 
Wise of the glove. In both instances shown, the 
flap more or less centers on the base line of the 
fingers. The length of the flaps is also subject 
to variation, although preferably the same should 
comprehend the back area of the index finger 
above the finger base line, including the second 
joint area, and should also include an area of the 
glove back located below the base line of the fin 
gers. In both forms shown, it will be observed 
that flaps 34 and 54 both extend down to the 
knuckle line, but of course they may terminate 
Somewhat above or below Such line. 

It is further to be understood that while the 
curved shape of the back reinforcing flap of the 
first embodiment and the two back reinforcing 
flaps of the second embodiment have definite ad 
Vantages as above explained, the invention is not 
to be construed as limited thereto. 
We claim: 
1. A combination work glove having a leather 

front part and a cloth back part forming a glove 
body and an index finger extending upwardly 
from the body, a leather reinforcing flap integral 
With the front part at an intermediate area of 
its length and projecting laterally inwardly be 
yond the side of the glove, said flap overlapping 
the back part for a limited distance above and 
below the base line of the index finger and for 
a Substantial portion of the Width of the index 
finger, the edge of the front part being located 
adjacent the side of the glove in the body below 
the flap and in at least the intermediate area 
of the index finger above the flap, and stitching 
joining the front and back parts extending along 
the edge of the flap and the edge of the front 
part below and above the flap. 

2. A combination work glove having a leather 
front part and a cloth back part forming a glove 
body and an index finger extending upwardly 
from the body, a leather reinforcing flap integral 
With the front part at an intermediate area of 
its length and projecting laterally inwardly be 
yond the side of the glove, said flap overlapping 
the back part for a limited distance above and 
below the base line of the index finger and for a 
Substantial portion of the Width of the index 
finger, the edge of the front part in the body 
below the flap and in the index finger immedi 
ately above the flap being located adjacent the 
Side of the glove, the flap being of curved shape, 

of stitching 56 extending along the sinuous edges 75 said flap at its lower end merging with the edge 
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of the front part below the base line of the index 
finger in the body and at its upper end merging 
With the edge of the front part at an interme 
diate point in the length of the index finger, and 
Stitching joining the front and back parts extend 
ing along the edge of the flap and the edge of the 
front part below and above the flap. 

3. A combination Work glove having a leather 
front part and a cloth back part forming a glove 
body and an index finger extending upwardly 
from the body, a leather reinforcing flap in 
tegral. With the front part at an intermediate 
area of its length and projecting laterally in 
Wardly beyond the side of the glove, said flap 
Overlapping the back part for a limited distance 
above and below the base line of the index finger 
and for a substantial portion of the width of 
the index finger, the edge of the front part being 
located adjacent the side of the glove in the 
body below the flap and throughout the length 
of the upper portion of the index finger above 
the flap, and stitching joining the front and back 
parts extending along the edge of the flap and 
the edge of the front part below and above the flap. 

4. A combination Work glove having a leather 
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front part and a cloth back part forming a glove 
body and an index finger extending upwardly 
from the body, a leather reinforcing flap inte 
gral With the front part at an intermediate area 
of its length and projecting laterally in Wardly 
beyond the side of the glove, said flap overlap 
ping the back part for a limited distance above 
and below the base line of the index finger and 
for a Substantial portion of the width of the in 
-dex finger, the edge of the front part being lo 
cated adjacent the side of the glove in the body 
below the flap and at an intermediate area of 
the index finger above the flap, a further leather 
reinforcing flap vertically spaced above the first 
flap integral with the front part at the upper 
end of the index finger and projecting laterally 
inwardly beyond the side of the glove, said Sec 
ond flap Overlapping the back part in the rear tip 
area of the index finger, and stitching joining 
the front and back parts extending along the 
edge of the front part below the first flap, along 
the edge of the first flap, along the edge of the 
front part between the two flaps and along the 
edge of the second flap. 

WILLIAM. O. WELLS, JR. 
ARTHUR, H, MASON. 


