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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 791,903, dated June 6, 1905.
Application filed June 7, 1904, Serial No, 211,487,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirriam H. HawxgiNs,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Ever-
green, in the county of Conecuh and State of
Alabama, have invented a new and useful Im-
provementin Countersor Registers, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
that class of devices termed ‘‘counters” or
“registers,” and is adapted to be used when-
ever it is necessary to keep accurate countand
register of anumber of like articles or a series
of different articles—as, for example, a tally
of lumber or a list of laundry or the like.

My invention consistsin the novel combina-
tion of the several parts of the device, as here-
inafter described and specifically set forth, and
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying illustrations, Figure 1
is a plan view of the register with several of
the name-plates partially and others totally
withdrawn and with the balance in place.
Fig. 21is a transverse section taken on the lines
x « of Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is an enlarged detail
sectional view showing how the indicator-
buttons are held in place. Fig. 4 shows the
indicator-button and spring detached from the
register.

In the drawings the letter A represents a
tablet of any suitable material, preferably rec-
tangular in shape, and which may be finished
in ornamental design. Spaced upon the face
of this tablet are any desired number of lat-
eral parallel lines or rows of figures, each
row of figures comprising the numbers ““1” to
**10”innumerical order and ‘*10” to **90”in
decimal order, so arranged as to increase from
left toright. Eachrow of figuresshould end
near the right-hand edge of the tablet; but
they should begin a sufficient distance from
its left-hand edge toleave space for the loca-
tion of the name-plates hereinafter described.
Located between each of these rows of fig-
uresand below the bottom row and extending
a little beyond the first and last figure of each
row is a groove @. The sides of each of these
grooves are recessed or beveled inwardly, so
as to form guides for the springs &, which are
attached to the indicators ¢ and ¢. Two of
these indicators, which are preferably formed

in the shape of buttons, are placed in each
groove. 'The springs & are normally flat and
should be a little longer than the extreme
width of the grooves «. Consequently when
fitted into these grooves they will bend out-
wardly, as shown in Fig. 8, and press against
the beveled sides of the grooves, and so pre-
vent the buttons to which they are attached
from jarring or sliding out of position when
they have been placed so as to indicate a given
number. The strength of these springs
should not be such, however, as to prevent
the indicators from being freely moved back-
ward and forward along these grooves when
desired. Opposite and to the left of each row
of figures the tablet is grooved or cut away
to its left-hand margin, and the sides of the
grooves or depressions ¢ so formed are either
recessed or beveled inwardly. Fitting into
these depressionsare acorresponding number
of name-plates ¢, whose edges are so tongued or
beveled asto engage and enable them to slide
backward and forward in the recessed or bev-
eled sides of the depressions &. The outer
ends of these name-plates ¢ when they are in
position extend somewhat beyond the edge of
the tablet to permit their being readily with-
drawn and replaced. These name-plates are
preferably made of white silicate or slate
cardboard, so that names written upon them
may be erased and changed. The back of the
tablet is provided with a slate B, as shownin
Fig. 2, preferably of white silicate and of ap-
proximately the same size as the tablet. The
perforation 7 furnishes means for hanging the
tablet to the wall.

In using this register the right-hand indi-
cator ¢ is moved to the extreme right of the
groove zand the left-hand indicator ¢ to its ex-
treme left. As each of these grooves extend
slightly beyond both ends of the rows of fig-
ures, the indicators when moved to their ex-
tremities will be at zero-points beyond the be-
ginning and ending of the numerals. The
names of the articles to be registered are writ-
ten upon the name-plates, which are attached
to the tablet. As an example of its use, sup-
pose the articles to be registered are laundry.
If there are nine shirts, the left-hand indicator
beneath the row of numerals having the name-
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plate ‘‘Shirts” is moved immediately under
the figure ““9” of that row, the right-hand in-

_dicator still remaining to the right of and be-

yond the last numeral of the series. Again,
suppose there are twenty-five collars, the left-
hand indicator beneath the row marked ** Col-

lars” is moved under the figure ““5,” and the

right-hand indicator of the same rowis moved
under the figure **20,” the combined numerals
indicating the desired number, twenty-five.
It will be readily seen that each row of fig-
ures can thus register any number of articles
of a given kind from one to one hundred. If
the number of similar articles be greater than
one hundred, their name can be written upon
any of the other name-plates and registered
upon the corresponding row of figures, or the
name-plate immediately beneath the first bear-
ing their name can be withdrawn, thus indi-
cating that the preceding name-plate is to
answer for both rows of figures. By means
of the slate B upon the back of the tablet
more permanent memoranda may be kept, the
face of the tablet being used to register cur-
rent and the slate past matters.

I do not mean to limit myself in this patent
to the exact construction here described. The

_name-plates may be replaced by strips of card-
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board fitting into the depressions d, the springs
b may be dispensed with, and the indicators ¢
and ¢ be formed with double heads and a
connecting-stem, the numbers may extend be-
yond ‘‘90,” and other minor details may be
altered which do not conflict with the object
to be attained by my invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is— :

1. Aregister comprisinga tablet having lat-
eral rows of figures and slots placed parallel

791,908

with and beneath each row of figures, and in-
dicators adapted to travel in the slots; in com-
bination with detachable name-plates opposite
to and so constructed with relation to the rows
of figures that the name-plate opposite any
given row of figures may serve to indicate the
articles registered upon that row of figures,
and also the articles registered by any or all
of the succeeding consecutive rows of figures,
substantially as described. ,

2. Aregister comprising a tablet having lat-
eral rows of figures and slots placed parallel
with and beneath each row of figures, and in-
dicators adapted to travel in the slots; in com-
bination with detachable name-plates so con-
structed with reference to the rows of figures
that each row of figures may register the ar-
ticles indicated by a corresponding name-
plate, or that consecutive rows of figures may
register like articles indicated by a preced-
ing name-plate, substantially as described.

3. Aregister comprising a tablet having par-
allel rows of figures and inwardly-beveled slots
placed parallel with and beneath each row of
figures, indicator-buttons, springs attached to
the indicator-buttons and adapted to travel in
the slots and of such normal length that when
fisted into said slots they will bend outwardly
and bind against the bevel-faces thereof; in
combination with detachable name-plates,sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

WILLIAM H. HAWKINS.

Witnesses:
W. L. HAwgiNs,
T. J. SavTER.
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