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To all whom it may concern: I

Be it known that I, Georer S. MITCHELL, |
a citizen of the United States, residing at |
Mullikin, in the county of Livingston and |
State of Kentucky, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Gate-Latches, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to gate latches, the
object of the invention being to provide a
simple. reliable and efficient construction of
latch which may be applied to any ordinary
type of swinging gate and may be con-
veniently released to permit the gate to be
opened.

The invention consists of the features of
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts hereinafter fully described and
claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing, in which:—

Figure 1 is a front view of a portion of a
gate and the latch post, showing the gate
secured in closed position. Fig. 2 is an
end view of the same, a portion of the post
being broken away to show the construc-
tion of the latch. :

Referring to the drawing, 1 designates a
swinging gate, and 2 the latch post asso-
ciated therewith, said gate being provided
at its free edge with a catch 3 to engage the
latch.

The outer face of the eate post is formed
with a mortise 4 in which is fitted a casing
5. The face plate of this casing is formed
with a vertical slot 6 through which ex-
tends the vertically movable lateh 7, which
is pivotally mounted at its inner end within
the mortise, as indicated at 8. The outer
end of the latch is hooked at 9 for engage-
ment with the catch 4 and is formed with a
beveled surface 10 to adapt it to ride over
and snap automatically into engagement
with the catch when the door 1s swung
closed.

A transverse recess 11 is provided in the
inner side of the post near its top for the
passage of a latch-opening lever 12 extend-

g beyond both faces of the post, said lever

being fulerumed upon a pivot pin 13. The
outer or shorter arm of this lever is con-
nected by a link 14 with the latch, while the
inner or longer arm of the lever is connected
by a link 15 with an operating or foot lever
16 fulerumed at one end. as at 17, on the
outer side of the post and provided at its
free end with a foot piece 18. A coiled ex-
pansion spring 19 is housed in the casing
5 and exerts pressure on the latch to nor-
mally hold it in catch-engaging position.

In order to release the closed gate it is
simply necessary to depress the lever 16,
whereupon the lever 12 will be raised on its
pivot to pull up the latch against the re-
sistance of the spring so as to free the catch
3, upon which the gate may be swung open.
The gate may be swung closed and will
be automatically locked, as the catch will
engage the beveled face 10 and lift the
latch, which will snap into engagement with
the catch in an obvions manner. The links
14 and 15 may consist of wire, cords, chains
or equivalent connections.

T claim:—

The combination with a gate post having
a mortise therein, of a housing secured
within said mortise and provided with a
face plate having an opening therein, a latch
pivotally mounted within the mortise and
extending through said opening, the outer
end of the latch being formed with a hooked
portion having a beveled face, a_spring
within the housing acting to normally hold
the latch in latching position, a lever ful-
crumed upon the post and having oppositely
extending arms, a link connecting one of
said arms with the latch. a foot lever piv-
otally mounted upon the post, and a link
pivotally connecting the other arm of the
first named lever with said foot lever.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

’ GEORGE S. MITCHELL.

Witnesses:

Any Levax,
Fravg Lmvax.
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