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This invention is for improvements in or re 
lating to stackable chairs, tables and the like and 
has for its object the provision of such an article 
of furniture which in addition to being stacked 
in as simple a manner as articles of furniture 
constructed for this purpose have been hitherto, 
nevertheless embody by their construction fea 
tures which add considerably to the strength 
and appearance of the articles. . 
According to the present invention there is 

provided stackable chairs, tables and the like 
having each seat or table top thereof supported 
upon four substantially vertical legs, wherein the 
internal contour of , a free opening formed by 
One pair of legs and the seat or table top respec- ; 
tively, is equal to or greater than the external 
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tending parallel to the Seat of the chair and ex 
tending through the back thereof; 

Figure. 4 is a fragmentary view of the seat of 
a. chair illustrating a receptacle formed therein; 

Figure 5 is a detailed view of a front corner 
of a chair constructed in accordance with the 
present invention with the seat removed, and 

Figure 6 is an exploded view of the corner illus 
trated in Figure 5. 

Referring to the drawing, there is illustrated a 
stackable chair which comprises four substan 
tially vertical legs , 2, 3 and 4, the back legs 
and 4 being extended upwardly to form a back 
having cross bracing members 5 and 6 which are 

contour of the figure formed by a cross-section. extending through a plane parallel to the plane. 
in which the free opening lies and which is 
bounded respectively by the seat or table top 
and planes extending vertically from the free 
edges of the said seat or table top but is less than 
the external figure formed by a cross-section extending through any plane parallel to the 
plane in which the free opening lies but which 
is bounded by the seat or table top and the re 

In other words, the dis maining pair of legs. 
tance between the inside opposed faces of the 
rear legs at all points below the seat, is equal to 
or greater than the width of the seat, but said 
distance is less than the distance between the 
exterior side face of the front legs of the chair. 
at the front edge of the Seat, the arrangement 
being such as to permit articles of furniture 
identical in shape and dimensions to be stacked 
in corresponding positions one upon the other 
by one seat or table top being lowered vertically 
upon the other with the front and rear legs 
of the upper chair lying close to and in front 
of the respective front and rear legs of the lower 
chair and with the underside of the seat of the 
upper chair Supported upon the upper surfac 
of the Seat of the lower chair. 
The invention will now be described by way of 

example in relation to a stackable chair and 
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sing frame by screws 

further braced by members 5 and 68 respec 
tively. The four legs ., 2, 3 and 4 are connected 
to a rectangular bracing frame which comprises 
four elements 7, 8, 9 and to the construction and 
arrangement of which will be hereinafter de 
Scribed. Rigidly Secured to the bracing frame is 
a seat frame which comprises four members , 
(2, 3 and 4, the construction and arrange 
ment of which will also be hereinafter described. 
The seat frame is rigidly connected to the brac 

5 arranged to extend 
through the bracing frame into the seat frame. 
The front legs of the chair are braced together 

by means of a strut 6 whilst corresponding front 
and back legs are braced together by struts 7 
and 8 in a manner hereinafter described. The 
front legs 2 and 3 are shaped so that the lower 
end of each leg is enlarged at the base thereof 
for a purpose hereinafter specified. The bracing. 
frame and the seat frame of the chair extend 
between the adjacent sides of both the rear legs 
and 4 and the front legs 2 and 3 and the con 

tour of the bracing frame and the seat frame is 
Such that at any cross-section therethrough 
extending parallel to the plane of the back legs, 
the Width of the said bracing frame and seat 
frame is never greater than the width between 
adjacent faces of the rear legs at those portions 
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With reference to the accompanying drawing, in 
which: - 

Figure 1 illustrates in perspective a chair con 
structed in accordance with the present inven-i- 
tion; . 

Figure 2 illustrates two chairs constructed in 
accordance with the present invention. an 
stacked One upon the other; t 
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Figure 3 is a cross-sectional plan view of the 
chair illustrated in Figure 1 upon a plane ex 

of the legs which extend beneath the bracing 
and Seat frames. The rear legs of the chair are. 
not braced together and thereby leave a free 
Opening formed by the opposed inner faces of 
the rear legs and the underside of the seat which 
Opening, in transverse dimension is equal to 
or greater than the external transverse dimen 
Sion of the seat but which opening is less in 
transverse dimension than the overall width of 
the Seat and front legs of the chair as measured 
between the exterior side faces of said front legs, 
the arrangement being such as to permit one 
chair to be stacked as shown in Figure 2 upon 
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a Second chair identical in shape and dimen 
Sions, by one bracing frame which supports the 
Seat frame and Seat being lowered vertically 
upon the seat or seat frame of the other chair. 

It is to be understood that the term “seat'em 
ployed in the appended claims embraces the 
bracing frame, Seat frame and seat of the chair. 

Referring to Figures 5 and 6, each front leg of 
the chair is secured to the seat frame and brac 
ing frame in the manner hereinafter described 
With reference to the construction described with 
reference to the front leg 3 of the accompany 
ing drawing. 
The members if and 2 of the seat frame are 

connected together by a tongue 9 formed on the 
member extending into a groove 20 formed in 
the member 2 and the joint so formed is rigidly 
Secured by a screw 20a whilst the elements 7 and 
8 of the bracing frame are connected together by 
a tongue 2 formed on the element 8 extending 
into a groove 22 formed in the element T. The 
element 7 is provided with a further tongue 23 
which is arranged to extend into a groove or 
slot 24 formed in the leg 3 and the top of the 
leg is secured to the seat frame by a screw 25 
extending into the tongue 9 of the member 
fi. By arranging the leg of the chair outside the 
contour of the bracing frame and chair frame it 
is possible to secure the bracing and seat frames 
to the leg of the chair in a more efficient manner 
than is possible in the case where the leg is 
arranged within the contour of the frame. 
By providing an enlarged portion of the free 

end at the front legs of the chair in the man 
ner indicated in Figures 1, 2 and 3, the bracing 
members 7 are Secured to the exterior side sur 
faces of the front legs of the chair but can be con 
nected to the rear legs of the chair by a mortice 
joint thereby providing strength at the portion 
of the chair. Where strength is most desired and 
in addition flaring the side braces 7 at the front 
of the chair, thereby providing ample clearance 
between side braces on one chair and the front 
legs on another chair when one chair is dropped 
over another. Further by mounting a seat or seat. 
frame upon the upper bracing frame of the chair 
there is provided a space between the seat and the 
plane which includes the lower edges of the braic 
ing frame which can be partially closed by means 
of a shelf 26 thereby providing a receptacle on the 
inside of the seat for the reception of books, 
handbags or like articles. 

It will be appreciated that the seat frame of 
the chair can be covered in any desired manner 
to form the Seat of the chair but in the ex 
ample illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
the frame is covered by a piece of ply Wood 21 
Which provides a strong and resilient seat which 
can be constructed in a simple and cheap manner. 
Thus, it will be seen that according to the pres 

ent invention there is provided a stackable chair, 
table and the like, which can be stacked one upon 
the other in a simple and efficient manner and 
which by the similarity of construction of the 
rear and front legs provides a uniformly con 
structed article of furniture pleasing to the eye 
and yet enables the chair, particularly at the 
front legs and the connection between the front 
and rear legs to be constructed with considerable 
strength, thereby eliminating all possible weak 
nesses which are prevalent in chairs in which 
the arrangement of the elements does not pro 
vide the same possibilities of strength and uni 
form appearance. 
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2,362,426 - - - - 
What I claim as my invention and desire to se 

cure by Letters Patent of the United States is: 
1. A stackable article of furniture comprising 

a top member having four substantially vertical 
legs Secured to the exterior side faces of the top 
member, adjacent to the front and rear edges 
thereof, the transverse dimension of the free 
opening formed by the inner opposed faces of one 
pair of legs and the under side of the top mem 
ber being equal to or greater, than the extreme 
width of the top member immediately adjacent to 
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the points of attachment of the said one pair 
of legs to said top member but which free open 
ing is less in transverse dimension than the over 
all width of the top member and said other pair 
of legs as measured between the exterior side 
faces of Said other pair of legs, the said legs being 
arranged so that one such article may be stacked 
upon another like article With the front and rear 
legs of the upper article lying in front of the re 
Spective front and rear legs of the lower article 
and with the under side of the top member of 
the upper article Supported upon the upper face 
of the top member of the lower article, the free 
ends of the front and rear legs at each side of the 
article being connected by braces extending from 
front to rear, said front legs each being provided 
With a lateral extension at the free end thereof, 
projecting outWardly of the respective planes de 
fined by the front and rear legs at each side 
of the article, Said braces each being connected 
to the front legs at a point on Said lateral ex 
tensions. Whereby to flare said braces forwardly 
and outwardly to permit stacking of the articles 
as described. 

2. A stackable article of furniture comprising 
a top member having four substantially vertical 
legs Secured to the exterior Side faces of the top 
member, adjacent to the front and rear edges 
thereof, a bracing frame underlying the said top 
and including front, rear and side frame mem 
bers interconnected by mortise joints to form 
a rigid frame of . Substantially the same general 
contour as the said top, means for Connecting the 
Said top and brace frame together in substan 
tially face to face contact, means for connecting 
the brace frame to said legs including mating 
mortise and tenon joint members respectively 
provided on the legs and brace frame, the trans 
Verse dimension of the free opening formed by 
the inner opposed faces of one pair of legs and 
the under side of the brace frame being equal 
to or greater than the extreme width of the top 
member immediately adjacent to the points of 
attachment of the said one pair of legs to said 
top member but which free opening is less in 
transverse dimension than the overall width of 
the top member and said other pair of legs as 
measured between the exterior side faces of said 
other pair of legs, the said legs being arranged 
so that one such article may be stacked upon an 
other like article with the front and rear legs of 
the upper article lying in front of the respective 
front and rear legs of the lower article and with 
the under side of the brace frame of the upper 
article supported upon the upper face of the top 
member of the lower article, whereby the stacked 
articles are interlocked against lateral displace 
ment. 

3. In a chair including a seat frame, front and 
rear legs secured to the exterior side faces of the 
seat frame adjacent to the front and rear edges 
of the frame, for supporting said frame, a brac 
ing frame underlying the seat frame and includ 
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ing front, rear and side frame members inter 
connected by mortise joints to form a rigid frame 
of substantially the same general contour as the 
Seat frame, means for connecting the seat frame 
and brace frame together in substantially face 
to face contact, and means for connecting the 
brace frame to Said legs including mating mor 
tise and tenon joint members provided on the . 
legs and brace frame. 

4. A stackable article of furniture comprising 
a substantially rectangular top member having 
four Substantially vertical legs extending down 
Wardly from the exterior side faces of the top 
member, adjacent to the rear and front edges 
thereof, a bracing frame underlying the top mem 
ber and including front and rear and side frame 
members interconnected by mortice joints to form 
a rigid frame of substantially the same general 
contour as the top member, means for connect 
ing the top member and bracing frame together 
in Substantially face to face contact and means 
for connecting the bracing frame to the said legs 
including mortice and tenon joint members pro 
Vided on the legs and the bracing frame, the 
transverse dimension of the free opening formed 
by the inner opposed faces of one pair of legs 
and the underside of the top member and brac 
ing frame being equal to or greater than the ex 
treme width of the top member and bracing 
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tachment of the said one pair of legs to the said 
bracing frame but which free opening is less in 
transverse dimension than the overall width of 
the top member and bracing frame and said other 
pair of legs as measured between the exterior side 
faces of Said other pair of legs, th Said legS being. 
arranged so that one such article may be stacked 
upon another like article with the front and rear 
legs of the upper article lying in front of the re 
Spective front and rear legs of the lower article 
and With the underside of the bracing frame of 
the upper article Supported upon the upper face 
of the top member of the lower article, whereby 
the stacked articles are interlocked against lat 
eral displacement. 

5. In a Stackable chair including a seat, front 
and rear legs arranged to extend downwardly 
from the exterior side faces of the seat at points 
adjacent to the front and rear edges of the seat, 
a bracing frame underlying the seat and includ 
ing front, rear and Side frame members inter 
connected by mortice joints to form a rigid frame 
of substantially the same general contour as the 
seat, means for connecting the seat and bracing 
frame together in substantially face to face con 
tact, and means for connecting the bracing frame 
to the said legs including mating, mortice and 
tenon joint members provided on the legs and the 
bracing frame. 

w ERICHAROLD WYATT. 


