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The present invention relates to improvements
in the sealing of burial caskets to exclude air,
water, vermin and other foreign substances there-
from. ~

One of the objects of the invention is to pro-
vide a highly effective casket sealing means of
greater dependability than others heretofore pro-
posed, while at the same time substantially re-
ducing the cost of sealing the burial casket.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a novel method and means whereby a burial
casket may be promptly and effectively sealed at
the close of funeral services, with the expendi-
ture of a minimum amount of time and effort on
the part of the funeral director or his assistant.

Another object is to greatly simplify as well
as expedite the sealing of burial caskets, with
elimination of manipulative skill for proper clos-
ing of the casket.

The foregoing and other objects are attained
by the means described herein and illustrated
upon the accompanying drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a burial casket
incorporating the sealing means of the inven-
tion, and showing an endless resilient gasket or
sealing element partly applied to the circum-
ferential joint between the casket body and the
lid of the casket.

Fig. 2 is a fragmental cross-sectional view of
the casket when sealed, the section line being at
right angles to the major axis of the casket, to
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show the sealing means in operative protective -

relationship to the lid hinges and latches.

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, but showing
only half the width of the casket, with a mod-
ified form of sealing meanhs applied thereto.

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a sealing ele-
ment or gasket, distinguished from that of Fig. 3
by the incorporation. of a reinforcing spine or
core piece.

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 3, showing a mod-
ification.

Pig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5, showing an-
other modification.

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 6, showing still
another modification.

Pigs. 8, 9 and 10 are cross-sectional views of
several examples of sealing elements or gaskets
which might be applied to burial caskets in ac-
cordance with the present invention.

Fig. 11 is a view similar to Fig. 2, but showing
only half of the width of the casket, incorporat-
ing a substantially triangular form of gasket.

Fig. 12 is a view similar to Fig. 7, showing a
triangular form of gasket sealing the joint be-
tween the casket body and the lid.

Fig. 13 is a view similar to Pig. 6, but distin-
guished therefrom in that the hinged edge of
the structure is shown, with the seal effected by
means of a triangular gasket.

Fig. 14 is a side elevational view of a casket
lig of the sectional type, including a head sec-
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tion and a foot section, and which may be ap-
plied to the casket body of Fig. 1 to provide a half
couch effect.

Fig. 15 is a view similar to Fig. 14, showing an
alternative form of lid in whieh the sections meet
at a sealed diagonal jomt intermediate the ends
of the casket.

Fig. 16 is a sectional view taken on line 16—I16
of Fig. 14.

Fig. 17 is a fragmental side elevational view of
a sectional casket lia such as Fig. 15 shows, il-
lustrating a means of effecting a tight seal be-
tween the sections. .

Fig. 14 is a tragmental side elevational view
of a sectional casket lia such as Fig. 14 shows, il-
lustrating a means of effecting a tight seal be-
tween the sections.

Fig. 19 is a 1ragmentary elevational view of a
spring wire reinrorced sealing element or gasket.

Pig. 20 is a fragmentary elevational view of a
sealing element or gasket incorporafing a core
of limited stretchability.

Throughout the following specification, the
term *“‘lid” is used to indicate the whole cover
which is applied for closiag the casket, whether
such cover is made as one single part or a multi-
plicity of parts. The lid somet.mes is made as
a single stamping of metal, or as a slab of some
other suitacle material, but is often made up of
a cap such as 16 secured to a circumierential
mowiding, the two parts when assemoled being
commonly referred to as the top, or lia, of the
casket. Hereinarter, the whole unit which serves
as a closure membper for the casket, is rererred
to as the “lid,” irrespective of the manner in
which it is fabricated or assembied.

Prior to this invention, various efforts and
proposals had been advanced from time to time,
directed toward practical and eitective sealing of
purial caskets. The chief purpose, of course, was
to protect the contents of the casket against pre-~
mature decay or destruction. The prior strue-
tures, or the few of them which have met with
any Dpublic acceptance, have enjoyed only a
limited measure of successful exploitation, for
various reasons. Usually, the sealing type of
casket was expensive, and therefore outside the
financial meang of many prospective purchasers.
The present invention obviates the high cost of
this type of casket. As another factor limiting
the general usage of the sealing type of casket,
there was the difficulty of securing the lid tightly
to the casket body, within the short time interval
occurring between the final viewing of the corpse
at the funeral service, and the transporting of
the casket to the cemetery or final resting place.
It. is necessary that the final closing of the
casket be performed carefully, to ensure proper
sealing, yet the closing must be completed with
despatch. The present invention obviates all of
the objections mentioned, as well as others com-
monly identified with sealable caskets. Whereas
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in the past, efforts to obviate the objections in-
variably resulted in the employment of complex
mechanical structures, the present invention
solyes the sealing problems with the use of mearis
extraordinarily simple of character, yet appar-
ently unocbvious to improvers in the burial caskét
art.

casket illustrated by way of example, are: the
body 12, having an upper circumferential rim
{3: a lid 14 hinged to the body along one of its
longitudinal edges, and having likewise a -eir-
cumferential rim 15; a cap for the lid, indicated
at 16; gnd the usual carrying handles 17 of any
known or acceptable type, applied at opposite
sides of the casket body and commonly at the
ends also. As illustrated by the detail view of
Fig. 2, the hinge 18 for the 1id has its leaves 19
and 20 welded or otherwise secured to the rims
13 and {5. At the front of the casket, the rims
preferably are furnished with any suitable latch-
ing or locking means to hold the lid firmly closed
upon the casket body rim. A common latching
means is indicated at 21, consisting of a stud
anchored to the lid rim and having a bulbous
head 22 adapted for frictional engagement with
a resilient hair-pin shaped keeper 24, mounted
inside the body rim adjacent to a rim opening
23 through which the head 22 projects. The
particular form of the latch is wholly immaterial
to the present invention, the only requirement
being that the latch is located inwardly of the
outer rim edges, for a reason which will be
explained. ‘

The sealing element for the joint formed be-
tween the body rim and the lid rim when the
casket is closed, consists of a resilient or rubber-
like length of material to be fitted to the joint
after final closing of the casket. 'In "tlie miost
desirable arrangement, the sealing elemént ‘is
made in the form of an endless resilient band or
ring 21, so dimensioned as to length, that it te-
quires stretching in order ‘to overlie the rim
joint all around the casket. “The sedling element
may be applied in the manner suggested by Fig:
1, wherein one end portion of ‘the endless band
is shown covering the joirit along the Tight end

of the casket, whereds the portion at the leftre- o

maihs to be stretched and slipped “over thie lid
rim to seating position upon the joint. Fig: 2
illustrates the ‘seated “or “operative position -of
the sealihg element 27. It will be noted that

Referring to Fig. 1, the ‘parts 6f ‘the burial
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wherein a 1id in one or.more parts.requires seal-
ing to :the casket body. The type ‘of casket
known in the trade as a “sealer,” utilizing trans-

‘parent interior panels and sometimes a complete

inner box or liner, may be sealed in accordance
with the present invention also.

Various forms of gaskets and sealing arrange-
ments are illustrated by the examples of Figs. 2
to 18, inclusive. In the Fig. 3 example, the seal-

[ing-member 38 is of substantial U-shape in cross-

section. The legs 3{—8&1 of the U embrace the
outwardly projecting flanges 32—382 of the rims
33 and 34 of the lid and the casket body, respec-
tively. When the lid is closed, the fianges rieet
in flatwise contact all around the perimeter of
the casket, to enter the groove between the legs
of the sealing member. 'The width of the sealing
member is accommodated between the ledges
35-~35 of the lid and body, which are spaced from
the flanges 32—32 a distance approximating the
thickness of the sealing member legs. As will
be understood, the sealing member 38 is prefer-
ably in the form of a band or ring adapted to
fit about the casket in the manner of the Fig. 1
illustration.

As suggested by Fig. 4, the sealing member 38
may be reinforced by means of a spine piece or
core 36 embedded therein or otherwise applied
thereto. 'The spine piece may be in the form of
a strap, as shown, or a cord or cable suitable for
reinforcing as suggested by Fig. 9. The spine
piece may be of steel, fabric, or other suitable
material, and is preferably coextensive with the
sealing material which surrounds it. As in Fig.
19, the reinforcement is a resilient coil spring wire
90, whereas in PFig. 20 it is a twisted or braided
element 81 of wire, fabric, or other suitable mate-
rial characterized by limited stretchability. The
covering 82 in both instances is stretchable and
impervious, and msy have any cross-sectional
shape herein suggested. In modified form, the
sealing members which include spines or cores

© may be separable at one or more locations along

50

the sealing elément rests in a circumferential .

endless groove located ‘along the joint formed by
the meeting of the lid and “body ‘rims. Fhe
groove, in the Fig. 2 example, is formed by co-
operative concave recesses 28 and-29 pressed or
otherwise formed in the-outer -edges of the lid
and body rims, respectively. ‘When the sealing
element 27 is tightly fitted into -the-groove all
around the casket, after the lid has been latched
closed, no water or-other foreign.substance can
pass inwardly to the'latches or hinge parts, and
into the casket interior.

With the foregoing explanation, it -should
readily be evident that-an attendant -charged
with the duty of closing and sealing the casket,
need only stretch the band 27 over the lid and
into the sealing groove 28—29, whereupon the
casket is effectively and immediately sealed. The
time required for performance of the entire seal-
ing operation, is practically negligible.

Whereas the drawing shows 'a full couch type

of casket, it should be understood that the seal-
ing means is applicable not only to full couches,
but to half couches and other forms of caskets

the length thereof, with the meeting ends of the
sealing member and the spine piece joinable by
means of g suitable connector. In any event, the
sealing member will extend all arcund the casket

©and rest within a circumferential groove at the

junction of the lid and body rim, under tension.

Fig. 5 shows a modification in which the seal-
ing element 37 is substantially square or rectan-
gular in cross-section, and rests within a circum-
ferential groove, the width of which groove is

equally divided between the offsefs 88 and 38

55

GO

65

75

formed in the material of the lid rim and the
body rim, respectively.

In Fig. 6, the sealing member 40 rests upon
the flat upper face 41 of the body rim, but is sup-
ported upon the ledge formed by the offsets 42
and -43 pressed into the metal of the lid rim.
When the lid is closed, the surfaces 41, 42, 43
cooperate to form a circumferential groove all
around the casket, in which the sealing member
49 rests while sealing the joint between the rims
of the lid and the body of the casket.

Fig. 7 illustrates a reversal of the Fig. 6 con-
struction, the iedge or seat 44—A45 being formed
in the metal of the casket body rim 46. The seal-
ing member 47 in this case has its upper surface
in flatwise contact upon the substantially flat
under face of the lid rim.

Fig. 10 illustrates a sealing member of the gen-
eral character shown in Figs. 5, 6, and 7, with
a flat spine piece or core 48 incorrorated therein.
In Fig. 9, the spine piece or core €9 is in the form
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of a wire, cord, or cable, and its function is to
reinforce the rubber or rubber-like material of
the sealing member.. The half-round sealing
member 50 of Fig. 8, may be used as a substitube
for the full-round sealing member of Fig. 2,
especially in the event that a more shallow groove
is desired in the Fig. 2 organization.

In all of the drawing views, the characters 81
and 52 indicate circumferential flanges formed
on the rim of the lid and the body of the casket
interiorly thereof, to define the interior dimen-
sions of the casket. ‘These flanges usually sup-
port the interior trim, or otherwise aid in estab-
lishing the finish of the casket.

Referring now to Fig. 11, it is noted that the
lid rim 54 carries on its under surface a down-
wardly and inwardly inclined ledge 55, whereas
the body rim 57 carries a complementarily in-
clined ledge 56, the two ledges meeting at the
parting line of the rims. The resultant angular
groove, which extends peripherally of the casket,
is adapted to receive the resilient ring or band 58
which in this instance is triangular in cross-sec-
tion. One apex of the triangular form enters
and geals the parting line joint, while the sides
which ineclude the apex angle rest firmly against
the ledges 55 and 56. ‘

A somewhat different situation obtains in the
structure of Fig. 12, wherein the under face 59 of
the lid rim is flat, and a ledge is formed only
on the rim 60 of the casket body. The single
ledge, indicated at 61, is formed by flattening the
upper outer corner of the body rim all around the
casket, making the ledge meet the surface 59 at
an acute angle as shown. The resilient band or
ring 62 is adapted to seat in the angular groove
formed between the walls 59 and 61. The band
or ring is substantially triangular in cross-section,
and one apex of the triangular form is forced
into the joint between walls 58 and 61 as the
band or ring is tensioned, while the sides which
include said apex impinge against said walls in
flatwise contact. ‘

Pig. 13 illustrates a reversal of the Fig. 12
structure, in that the oblique ledge 63, corre-
sponding to ledge 61 of Fig. 12, is formed on the
lid rim rather than on the rim of the casket
body. The circumferential resilient band or ring
64 seals the joint between the rims inh precisely
the manner above explained with reference to
Fig. 12. In order to show the relationship of the
parts at the back of the caskef, a hinge 65—66
is applied to Fig. 13. The hinge leaves may be
mounted upon the lid and body rims either in-
teriorly or exteriorly of the casket, using any
common expedients such as welds, solder, rivets
or other forms of fastening devices to effect the
required connections. It should distinetly be re-
garded as immaterial to the present invention,
whether the hinges be concealed within the strue-
ture of the casket, or exposed exteriorly thereof
as represented in Fig. 13. One type of concealed
hinge is illustrated at {8—19—20 of Fig. 2. Those
hinges which are shown in Pigs. 2 and 13 are to
be regarded as exemplary or typical only, since
the caskets may be furnished with hinges of
many different types. Some types of hinges com-
monly used upon burial caskets are separable, so
that the casket lid may be disconnected and com-
pletely. removed from the casket body. Piano
hinges also are commonly employed.  The pres-
ent invention is applicable to burial caskets ir-
respective of the nature of their lid hinges, and
also, irrespective of the presence or absence of
any hinges, - It: will ' be understood that the band
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6
or ring gasket can be effectively applied after the
lid has been closed upon the casket body, whether
the lid had been swung closed about a hinge or
merely placed bodily upon the casket rim with-
out the aid of a hinge. )

Reverting to the disclosure of Fig. 13, the band
or circumferential gasket 64 may be applied ini-
tially while the lid is in the open position, and
thereafter seated in its circumferential groove
along ledge 63.after the lid has been closed. An
alternative method would be to remove the hinge
pin 67 and disjoint the hinge as an aid to ap-
plying the gasket behind the exposed hinge; how-
ever, the most desirable procedure is to apply the
gasket over the opened lid and then seat it in the
groove subsequently to final closing of the lid.

It may here be noted that the resilient band
type of gasket disclosed, is effective for sealing
the circumferential joint of any casket of the
type disclosed, whether the ends of the casket be
angular, rounded, or elliptical in form. - Also, the
seal can be quickly and effectively established
upon caskets of metal, wood, plastic, or any other
suitable material from which s casket might be
fabricated.  Such other suitable materials, for
example, are pressed board, vitreous and ceramic
materials, hydraulic and other cements, lami-
nated sheets of various kinds, and various mold-

able compositions. The invention is applicable

to burial vaults and similar receptacles, as well as
to caskets.

The casket structures illustrated by Figs. 1 to
13 are of the type known as full couches. Other
types well known in the industry, and to which
the present invention is applicable, are the half
couch type, the quarter drop type, the three-
quarter couch type, the inner sealer type, and the
hinged cap type, among ofhers. Some of the
types just mentioned are provided with wings to
be temporarily displaced for a fuller display of
the remains lying within the casket. Such wings
or displaceable elements will require gaskets of
their own to establish a seal thereabout, but when
the parts are finally replaced to the normal closed
position, the casket may be sealed as hereinbe-
fore explained. The presence of interiorly dis-

‘posed foot panels to cover the lower portion of

the body on display, presents no added sealing

.problem.

Certain types of caskets include lids which are
divided transversely, as suggested by Figs. 14 and
15, and in such cases it is necessary to seal the
joint between the lid sections. In Fig. 14, the
characters 69 and 10 may indicate the head and
foot sections of the lid, these sections usually
being independently hinged along the back of the
casket for individual movement to open and
closed positions. Each section has an inner end
wall, one of which is indicated at 71 of Fig. 186,
and these end walls coincide when both lid sec-
tions are closed, requiring a gasket or impervious
pad 12 snugly fitted between them to seal the
transverse joint where the inner ends of the sec-
tions substantially meet. After the lid sections
have been aligned in the closed position indi-
cated by Fig. 14, they may be latched or other-
wise secured to the top rim of the casket body,
for example the casket body of Figs. 1 and 2, and
thereafter the circumferential gasket may be ap-
plied to seal the joint between -the casket body
and the composite lid, as heretofore explained,

With respect to Fig. 15, showing a lid divided
transversely by means of a diagonal joint, the
type of gasket or impervious pad used between
the adjacent end walls of the lid sections may




be substantially the sanmie as -is-disclosed -gt 12
of Pigs. 14 and 16. Upon Fig. 15, the transverse
-gasket - is numbered ‘13, -and the head and foot
sections of the lid are indicated :by -the ichar-
acters 74 and 15, respectively.

‘As will be understood, the transverse -gaskets
12 and 13 may be formed .otherwise than-as the
wide pads illustrated. For example, the -trans-
verse .gaskets ‘may be in the form of narrow
strips -of - rubber or-other plastic- material span-
ning one or both of the inner-end walls-of -the
lid sections. -Alternatively, the:inner ends.of the
lid sections may be.sealed- together .by-means. of
a cement or-adhesive material, and -scured in
alignment by means of ‘clamps, screws, or fas-
teners of any acceptable form.  In Fig. 18, holes
16 to receive screws or.other fasteners are shown
provided in the end wall 71 of one of the lid
sections, it being understood -that the other lid
section would be similarly drilled to receive the
screws or fasteners inserted through the holes
16. It is not necessary that the lid sections be
hinged to the casket body, although in many
instances they are mounted upon the ‘casket
body by means -of hinges which' are separable. .

Fig. -17 illustrates one of a number of means
whereby the diagonally cut lid sections T4 and
15 may be caused to seal -and lock together
automatically as the lid section 74 is lowered
into alignment with lid section 75. The inner
end walls of these lid sections are indicated .at
11 and 18, and one of them, such as 78, may
carry a gasket ‘13 such as Fig. ‘16 shows, for
example. Wall 1T may carry a latch element

19 of prong or -barb formation, adapted to .en- :

ter a slof 88 or equivalent opening in the -end
wall 18 and the gasket supported thereon. ‘A
tapered edge 8i of the latch element. serves as
2, wedge operating against the lower .edge -of
opening ‘80, when the lid section 74 is -dropped
into the plane-of lid section 15, to force the end
walls 1T and 78 toward one another.and against
the gasket 73. If desired, the latch member
may -be provided with a notch 82 in its tapered
edge, to engage the lower edge of .opening 80
and thus -hold the lid -sections together, with
the .gasket .compressed - between the inner end
walls thereof. With .the -lid sections -thusly
joined to provide a unitary lid structure, the
circumferential joint between the lid and the
casket body may be sealed .as heretofore -ex-
.plained.

It may here be noted that the latching struc-
ture of Fig. 17 is disclosed by way of -example
only, .and that the seal and -connection. between
the lid sections may be -effected using .other
means for suitable character. :Clamps .of various
types, -adhesives, bolts, or other forms of .fas-
teners can be employed -to join the-lid -sections
of Figs. 14 to 18, inclusive.

Fig. 18 illustrates a typical cennection -and
seal for the transverse joint of -a -divided 1id
such as Fig. 14 shows. Here, in -Fig. -18, the
head and foot sections of the lid are-indicated
at 69-and 10, respectively, ‘and section -69 :is to
be lowered to the level of section 10-to reach the
operative closing position ‘upon -a .casket body.
The sections have the usual solid end walls 83
and 84. To one of the lid sections, ‘preferably
the foot section 18, is ‘welded or otherwise :se-
cured in air-tight manner "a transverse  shelf
‘or flange &5 which substantially spans the-.sec-
tion near its lower edge. The .extending :lip
portion &6 of the shelf .or flange carries a strip
~or ribbon 87 of sealing material, which may :be
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rubber-like in .character,.and upon -which may
rest-the lower edge of wall 83 to form.a sealed
joint - capable .of stopping passage of any. fluid
to a-:point -beneath the lid sections. -If.desired,
the joint may be made:secure .by means of
screws 88 or other-fasteners passed through the
flange and the sealing material and anchored in
the material of the head section 69. With the
sections- so.joined and -sealed, the composite lid
may -be ‘applied to -a casket -body and sealed
thereto circumferentially in a manner previous-
ly set forth herein. The -connection -illustrated
by Fig. 18 -is.but -one-.of many possible -connec-
tions suited to the situation, and is therefore not
to be understood -as :limiting the present -in-
vention.

In -the -broadest sense, the present invention
involves the sealing of a burial casket -quickly
and -at very little expense, by :simply stretching
an -endless resilient band or ring all the way
around .the .casket, in tensioned eondition, in
covering relationship to the line contact of the
lid -upon the body.of the casket. In the most
desirable form of the invention, the line-of con-
tact just mentioned is flanked by a.groove co-
extensive -therewith, providing a seat for the
band or ring which is known also as.a sealing
element. To.obtain the most effective seal, the

sealing .element should be of .a cross-sectional

shape .which is complementary to the shape of
the. groove. It will therefore be understood that
various - shapes of . sealing elements can be em-
ployed, -provided that the.circumferential seat
or .groove .is properly .shaped to favor close or
shug fitting of the sealing element therein. No
tools.are required.to.complete the sealing oper-
ation, unless the sealing .element is of the re-
inforcing core variety of Figs. 4, 9, and 10, or the
equivalent thereof. When the sealing element
ineludes a core or spine of wire or the like, the
sealing .element . preferably will be in the form
of a long strip having opposite ends to be joined
in the groove around the casket. That is, the
strip will be slightly longer than the perimeter of
the casket at the circumferetitial groove, so that
upon applying the strip-to the groove the elastic
cover of the strip may be pushed back to expose

'the ends of the.core, whereupon the core ends
may be twisted together or  otherwise joined

while at ‘the same time tensioning the sealing
elemenit in the groove. Theredfter, the elastic

-cover where.previously pushed bhack, should be re-

turned to the initial position in covering rela-
tion to.the joirit.
.If the core.is of the metal strap variety, such

.as disclosed by Figs. 4 and 10, a band strapping
.connector tool of known construction may be used

in-tensioning and-joining the.ends of .the sealing
element -after -it  has been - disposed about the
casket-in the circumferential groove. The elastic
cover should. be pushed -back to expose the .core
ends, and restored to original position.after the
cennection has been made, -as-explained in the
next-preceding paragraph.

It should be understood:that.sealing elements
shaped :substantially .in -accordance with- Figs. 5,
6, 7 and 11, may be furnished with . reinforcing

-cores.or-spines if -desired, and-if reinferced with a
-non-stretchable-core, the sealing element pref-
-erably will-be in:the form of a long strip, rather
“than an-endless bhand, as:the latter form might
-be difficult toapply:in the case of caskets or lids
‘having-enlarged mouldings or rims. ‘The'nature
of -the ‘material .ferming ‘the core:or ‘spine .may
‘determine the method or means-used in connect-
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ing the ends of the sealing element and establish~
ing the necessary tension thereof within the cir~
cumferential groove. Inmost instances, the outer
portion of the sealing element preferably is of
rubber, or a rubber-like resilient material such
as the flexible or resilient plastics which are
highly impervious. In the case of the endless
band type of sealing element, resiliency is a nec-
essary characteristic of the material forming the
band, whereas in the case of the long strip type
of sealing element requiring snd connection, flex~
ibility is the most important characteristic.

The operation of the device is as follows:

'~ Assuming a full couch type of casket, as illus-
trated by Fig. 1, the mortician simply closes the
casket lid after the funeral services are con-
cluded, and applies the stretchable endless sealing
element to the circumferential groove at the lid
and body joint as heretofore explained. If the
sealing element is of the non-stretchable variety
or one wherein the core is without longitudinal
resiliency, the sealing elément is applied as a long

strip and the ends thereof are connected while

tension is applied to the strip, thereby causing
the Sealing element to rest firmly within the
groove to seal the joint between the lid and the
éasket body. The foregoing alternative- opera-
tions are the final operations on any type-of
burial casket to be sealed, whether or not it in-
cludes side wings and/or a divided lid.

In the divided lid type of casket, the procedure
above explained is performed after the lid see-
tions are securely joined together lengthwise.
That is, following conclusion of the funeral serv-
ices, the mortician will close the wings, if any,
and will thereupon proceed to join the lid seetions
together lengthwise, with the formation of a tight
impervious joint where the inner ends of the sec~
tions meet. This may be accomplished in the
manner of Figs. 17 or 18, or the equivalent there~
of; or an alternative procedure would be to gasket
one. or both of the lid ends, along the general
idea suggested by Fig. 16,-and then secure the lid
ends together in flatwise contact by means of
suitable mechanical fasteners, or even by means
of a cement or adhesive. As hereinbefore stated,
the fasteners utilized for this purpose may be of
any aeceptable - type, including - bolts, clamps,
sheet-metal.or other screws, latches of one form
or another, or some cf the more or less uncom-
mon but highly effective forms of fasteners known
as blind rivets, explosive rivets, or others which
automatically are clinched or set in an instant by
means of special small tcols. The material of
which the lid sections are constructed, may be a
factor in determining the nature of the fastemng
means employed, of course.

Affter the lid sections are firmly joined fogether
lengthwise as above explained, with the formation
of a tight joint between the ends thereof, the
assembled lid as a single unitary structure is then
brought down to rest upon the body of the casket,
and the resulting circumferential joint may then
be sealed in accerdance with the methods out-
lined in fhe preceding paragraphs relating to
circumferential sealing. It will be understood of
course, that the lid unit preferably is held firmly
in place, in closing position upon the casket
body, by means of the usual latches, clamps,
screws, or some form of mechanical fastener.
The lid unit may or may not be hinged to the
casket body, as desired. )

As hereinbefore pointed cut, the Cross- sectmnal
shape of the sealing element and the comple-
mentary seat therefor on the casket structure, are
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subject to considerable meodification within the
scope of the present invention. This is true also
of the manner in which the circumferential and
transverse sealing elements are secured in place,
and the manner of joining the lid sections in the
case of the divided lid. Various other modifica~
tions and changes in structural details, and in the
nature of the materials used, may be resorted to,
within the scope of the appended claims, without
departing from the spirit of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A burial casket construction comprising in
combination, 3 main bedy section having a cir-
cumferential rim, the outer upper edge of which
is inclined inwardly and upwardly all around the
body section to furnish part of & eircumferential
gasket seat, a 1id member including a rim adapted
to overlie the circumferential rim of the body sec-
tion when the lid is closed thereon, the rim of the
Iid member having a lower outer edge inwardly
and downwardly inclined all around the lid mem-
ber to furnish the remaining part of the eircum-
ferential gasket seat, the innermost limits of said
inclinations at the edges of the rims meeting on a
parting line at the joint formed between the body
section and the lid member when closed thereon,
a gasket in the form of an endless resilient band
of rubber-like materia]l] the circumference of
which when unstretched is less than the circum-
ference of the casket body rim at the parting line
aforesaid, whereby stretching of the band is re-
quired for seating thereof within the circumfer-
ential gasket seat in a tensioned condition when
the lid member is closed upon the body section,
the band including areas to simultaneously cover
the parting line and firmly abut in sealing contact
the aforesaid areas of inclination on both the
body section and the lid member at opposite sides
of the parting line, said band having an initial
inner configuration corresponding substantially
with the confour of the gasket seat as determined
by the areas of inclination aforesaid when the lid
membker rim is closed upon the body section rim.

2. A burial casket construection in accordance
with claim 1, wherein the endless band ecnstitut-
ing the gasket is of approximately the same width
as the gasket seat formed by the areas of inclina-
tion of the body section and the lid member, when
the lid member rim is closed upon the body sec-
tion rim.

3. A burial casket construction in accordance
with claim 1, wherein the endless band constitut-
ing the gasket is dimensioned for substantially
complete confinement within the limits of the
gasket seat established by closing the lid member
upon. the body section.

4. A burial easket censtruction comprising in
combination, a main body section having a cir-~
cumferential rim, the outer upper edge of which
is inwardly and upwardly inclined g1l around the
body section to furnish part of a eircumferential
casket seat, a lid member including a rim adapted
to overlie the circumferential rim and also the
inclined outer upper edge of the body section, the
rim of the lid member being substantially parallel
to the rim of the body section when the lid mem=
ber is closed upon the body section with the rims
in substantial abutment, the space between the
1id member rim and the inwardly and upwardly
inelined portion of the body section rim constitut-
ing the full extent of the eircumferential gasket
seat in the closed position of the lid member, &
gasket in the form of an endless resilient band of
rubber-like material the circumference of which
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is less than that of the casket body rim at the
joint formed between the rims when the lid mem-
ber is closed, whereby stretching of the band is
required for seating thereof within the circumfer-
ential gasket seat in a tensioned condition after
the lid member is closed upon the body section,
the band including areas to simultaneously cover
the joint aforesaid and firmly abut in sealing con-
tact the area of inclination of the body section
and the adjacent overlying area of the lid member
rim, at opposite sides of the joint, said band hav-
ing an initial configuration corresponding sub-
stantially with the contour of the gasket seat as
determined by the rim areas flanking the joint
when the lid member rim is closed upon the rim
of the body section.

5. A burial casket construction according to
claim 4, wherein the endless band constituting
the gasket is dimensioned for substantially com-
plete confinement within the limits of the gasket
seat established by closing the lid member upon
the body section.

6. A burial casket construction comprising in
combination, a main body section having a cir-
cumferential rim which is substantially planar, a
lid member including a rim adapted to overlie the
circumferential rim of the body section all
around the body section, said lid member rim
having a lower outer edge inwardly and down-
wardly inclined all around the lid member to pro-
vide an oblicue ledge overlying the planar rim of
the body section and forming therewith a cir-
cumferential gasket seat when the lid member is
closed upon the body section, the innermost limit
of the inclined ledge meeting the planar rim of
the lid member along a parting line at the joint
formed between the body section and the lid when
closed thereon, a gasket in the form of an end-
less resilent band of rubber-like material the
civeumference of which when unstretched is less
than the circumference of the casket body rim
at the rartineg line aforesaid, whereby stretching
of the band is reruired for seating thereof within
the circumferential gasket seat in a tensioned
condition when the 1id member is closed upon the
bodv section, the band inclnding areas to simml-
taneously cover the partine line and firmlv abub
in sealing contact the inclined ledge of the lid
member rim and the adiacent nlanar area of the
bodyv section rim at ovvosite sides of the varting
line. when the lid member is cloged unon the body
section. said band having an initial inner con-
fienration enrresponding substantially with the
contour of the rasket seat established bv closing
of the lid member upon the body section of the
casket. ) :

7. A brrial casket construction comvrising in
combinatinn. g main body section having a cir-
cumferential rim which is substantially nlanar, a
1id membher including a rim adavted to overlie the
cirenmferential rim of the bodyv section all around
the bodv section, said lid member rim having a
lower outer edee inwardly and downwardlv in-
clined all around the lid member to provide an
obliaue Jedge overlving the planar rim of the
hodv section and formineg therewith a ecircum-
ferential gasket seat wedge-shaped in cross-sec-
tion when the 1id member is closed upon the body
section, the innermost limit of the inclined ledge
meeting the planar rim of the lid member along
a parting line at the joint formed between the
body section and the lid when closed thereon, a
gasket in the form of an endless resilient band
of rubber-like material the circumference of
which when unstretched is less than the circum-
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ference of the casket body rim at the parting line
aforesaid, whereby stretching of the band is re-
quired for seating thereof within the circum-
ferential gasket seat in a tensioned condition
when the lid member is closed upon the body sec-
tion, the band being wedge-shaped in cross-sec-
tion and including areas to simultaneously cover
the parting line and firmly abut in sealing contact
the inclined ledge of the lid member and the ad-
jacent planar area of the body section rim at op-
posite sides of the parting line, when the lid mem-
ber is closed upon the body section, said band
having an initial inner configuration correspond-
ing substantially with the contour of the gasket
seat established by closing of the lid member
upon the body section of the casket.

8. A burial casket construction comvprising in
combination, a main body section having a cir-
cumferential rim which is substantially planar, a
lid member including a rim adapted to overlie the
cirenmferential rim of the body section all around
the body section, said 1'd member rim having a
lower outer edge inwardly and downwardly in-
clined all around the ld membher to provide an
oblicque ledge overlying the planar rim of the
bodv section and formine therewith a circumfer-
ential casket seat when the 1id member is closed
upon the body section, the innermost limit of the
jneclined ledee meeting the planar rim of the lid
member alone a parting line at the ioint formed
between the bodv section and the lid when closed
therenn. a esasket in the form of an endless resil-
jent hand of rubher-like material the circumfer-
ence nf whirh when unstrefrhed is Jese than the
cirnmmference of the easkef bodv rim at the
parting Jine aforecaid. wherebv stretehine of the
band is rennirad for sesting therenf within the
eiraumferential sasket seat in a tensioned condi-
tiom when the 1id member iz closed nmon the
hadvy eantinn. the hand ineTndine greac tn gimmla
tanenisly eaver tha nartine line and firmlv ahnt
in sealing econtart the inrlined ledoe of the ¥Hdq
membher rim and the adiarent nlanar area nf the
hndv geetion rim atf onnneite sides nf the rarting
line, when the Jid memher is closed 1mon the
hodv seetinn, gaid band having an initial inner
ennfieuration eorvesponding snhgfantiallv with
the econtorr of the gasket seat established by
clnsing of tha 1id memher unon the hnadv centinn
of tha ecacket. and the mass nf said hand being
Jimitad far enhstantiallv enmnlete eomfinemeaentg
within the limits of the gasket seat so established.

SAM RICHMOND.
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