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UNIrEp StaTES PATENT OFFICE.

ELIAS WATTS, OF KEYPORT, NEW JERSEY.

ASPARAGUS-BUNCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 576,926, dated February 9, 180%.
' Applicatidn filed June 25,1896, Serial No. 596,888, (Wo model)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, EL1aS WATTS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Keyport,
in the county of Monmouth and State of New
Jersey, have invented a new and nseful As-
paragus-Buncher, of which the following is a
specification.,

This invention relates to asparagus-bunch-
ers, and is in the nature of an improvement
upon the construction shown and described
in Letters Patent No. 459,426, granted to me
September 15, 1891.

The object of the present invention is to
construct the asparagus-bunching machine
in such manner that the distance longitudi-
nally between the buncher arms or jaws may
De incereased or diminished according to the
length of the stalks or the length or height

- of the bunches to be formed.
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The invention also aims to construct the
bunching -arms in such manner that. their
meeting extremities will engage each other
and interlock, so as to insure the proper aline-
ment of the arms or jaws, thereby facilitat-
ing theseveringof thebutt-ends of the stalks
by forming an even and smooth guide for the
knife; also, to provide the arms or jaws near
their meeting extremities with guards for
facilitating the introduction of the stalks be-
tween the jaws.

With the above objectin view the invention

~ consists in eertain novel features and details
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of construction,as hereinafter fully desecribed,
illustrated in the drawings, and pointed out
in the claims hereto appended.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s
& perspective view of the improved aspara-
gus-buncher. TFig. 21isa cross-sectional view
of thesame, taken about centrally. Fig. 3is
a similar view taken adjacent to the rear end
of the device. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective
view of the meeting extremities of the bunch-
ing arms or jaws, showing the method of their

‘engagement.

Similar numerals of reference designate
corresponding parts in the several figures of
the drawings.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
1 designates the base or main bod y of the de-
vice, provided with the laterally-projecting
feet 2, and also having near its front end a

standard 3, to which is secured a substan-
tially semicircular and stationary bunching
jaw or arm 3*. The base 1is provided at the
rear with a longitudinally-extending shank 55
4, one side of which'is. undereut or beveled
in dovetailed fofm, asshown at 5. Upon the
shank 4 is slidingly mounted a standard 6,
having formed in its base an opening 7, of
dovetailed form, corresponding to the cross- 6o
sectional shape of the shank 4. The stand-
‘ard 6 is also provided with a rearwardly-pro-

. Jecting flange 8, which embraces the shank 4

and forms a longitudinally-extending bear-

ing for the standard 6 upon the shank 4. A 65"

set-screw 9 passes through thestandard 6 and
bears against the shank 4 for holding the
standard at any desired adjustment.

10 designates a pair of pivoted jaws, the
same being fulerumed intermediate their ends 70
on the standards 8 and 6, above described.
At their ends these jaws are slotted to re-
ceive clamping-bolts 11, the same also pass-
ing through the slosted base portions of ex-
tension-jaws 12, similarly to the patentabove 75
referred to. The stationary jaw and the ex-
tension or pivoted jaw of one or both pairs
are formed one with a V-shaped end and the

-other with a V-shaped notch in its end, so

that when the V-shaped extremity 13 of one 8o
jaw strikes against the end of the opposing
jaw and enters the V-shaped notch 14 there-
in both of the jaws will be brought into the
proper alinement, so that the side edges of
the jawswill afford a smooth and even rest 85
for the knife by which the butt-ends of the
stalks are severed. Each of the jaws is also
provided adjacent to its extremity with a ra-
dially-disposed guard 15, extending outward
and upward therefrom, and said guards serve 90
in the rapid introduction of the stalks be-
tween the jars to prevent the stalks from
sliding off the outer surfaces thereof.

The pivoted jaws are provided with cam-
shaped extensions 16 at their lower ends, g5
and these extensions are adapted to be en-
gaged by the longitudinally-projecting arms
17 of a lever 18, fulcrumed on the base of the
buncher, as shown. The longitudinally-ad-

justable standard 6 has a rearwardly - pro- oo

jecting stem 19, upon which is mounted a
longitudinally-adjustable gage plate or disk
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20. At the front end the base is provided
with a small horizontal shelf upon which is
placed and secured a wooden block 21, form-
ing a rest for the butts of the stalks and a
stop for the knife when severing the stalks.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that provision is made for inereasing or
diminishing the distance longitudinally be-
tween the sets of bunching-jaws; also, for in-
saring the proper ahnemeut of the fixed and
movable jaws of each set and for facilitating
the feeding of the stalks between the jaws.

It will be understood that the features
hereinabove par ticularly referred to are sus-
ceptible of changes in the form, proportion,
and minor details of eonstruction, which may
accordingly be resorted to without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
advantages of this invention.

IIavmo thus described the mventlon what
is elmmed as new is—

. In an asparagus-buncher, the base, alin-

. mov pairs of bunching-jaws, means for rela-

twelv adjusting the pairs of jaws to vary the
distance therebetween, and a gage-plate sup-
ported atone side of one pair of jaws and
having an adjustment independent of the
adjustment for varying the distance between

the two pairs of jaws, substantially as set
forth.

2. In an asparagus-buncher, the base pro-
vided at one endw1th alon Gltudlnal shank ex-
tension 4, a fixed pair of semicircular bunch-
ing-jaws mounted at one end of the base, a
movable pair of similar jaws arranged in line
with the fixed pair of jaws and suppmted by
a standard having at its lower end a flanged
slide embracing the shank extension 4 of the
base, a clamplnfrdevme for said flanged slide,
a horizontal stem fitted to the stzmdard of the
movable pair of jaws, and a longitudinally-
adjustable gage-plate mounted on said stem
subst‘mtmlly as set forth.

3. In an asparagus-buncher, a pair of semi-
circular bunching-jaws provided with an in-
terlocking connection at their contiguous ex-
tlemltles, and adjacent to said eYtlemltl(}S
with radially-disposed guard projections 15,
substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have heréto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ELIAS WATTS.

Witnesses:

A. WALLING, Jr.,
JOSEPHINE A. OGDEN.
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