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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it...known that I, WALDo E. SAUNDERs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at La 
Cygne, in the county of Linn and State of 
Kansas, have invented certain new and use ful Improvements in Awnings, of which the 
following is a specification. - 
My invention relates to improvements, in 

awnings. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

means by which an awning sheet when in 
the retracted or wound position may be pro 
tected from the destructive action of the ele 
ments. 
In carrying my invention into effect I pro 

vide a housing provided with an opening 
through which the awning sheet may be ex 
tended or retracted, a closure being pro 
vided, which, when the awning sheet is re 
tracted may be moved to a position covering 
said opening. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a construction in which the cover mov 
ing to the open position may clear itself 
from snow or ice which may have accumu 
lated upon it. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide means by which the eover may be auto 
matically moved to and from the closed posi 
tion when the awning sheet is retracted and 
extended. 
My invention further provides a novel 

form of housing. 
Other novel features of my invention are 

hereinafter fully described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawing which illus 

trates the preferred form of my invention, 
Figure 1 is a view partly in end elevation 
and partly in cross section, the awning sheet 
being shown retracted and the closure in the 
closed position. Fig. 2 is a view partly in 
end elevation and partly in cross section, the 
awning sheet being shown partly extended 
and the closure in the open position, a por 
tion of the stretcher arm shown being broken 
away. Fig. 3 is a front elevation partly 
broken away, the awning sheet being re 
tracted and the closure in the closed posi 
tion. Fig. 4 is an enlarged cross section view 
on the line a-b of Fig. 1. 

Similar reference characters designate 
similar parts in the different views. 

1 designates the housing which may be of 
any suitable shape andmaterial, but which is preferably substantially of cylindrical 
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form and composed of sheet 'metal, such as 

Patented July 23, 1912. 

ganized iron, copper, zinc or other mate 
Irlal. Wr y 

In the forward side of the housing 1 is provided an opening 2 through which an or 60 
dinary awning sheet 3 may be extended or 
retracted. The inner end of the awning 
sheet 3 is secured to and adapted to be wound 
upon the periphery of a horizontal roller 4, 
which is rotatively mounted in brackets 5, 
which are secured to the rear inner wall 
of the housing 1. The roller 4 may be 
turned in any well known manner, as by a 
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chain belt 6 mounted on a sprocket wheel 7, 
which is secured to the roller 4. The belt or chain 6 extends through two vertical pas 
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Sages 8 which are provided in the lower side 
of the housing 1. - 
The outer end of the awning sheet 3 is se 

cured in the usual manner to an awning pole 
9, to which may be secured the upper ends of 
Swinging stretcher arms 10, the lower ends 
of which may be pivoted to the building wall 
11 by brackets 12 secured thereto. 
To close the opening 2 when the awning 

sheet 3 is retracted to the position shown in 
Fig.1, I provide a closure 13 which is pref 
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erably curved and located within the hous 
ing 1. The closure 13 is provided at opposite 
ends with arms 14 and 15 which are pivoted 
by bolts 16 to the ends of the housing 1. 
Two coil springs 17 are secured respec 

tively to the closure arms 14 and 15 and to 
the rear wall of the housing 1. These 
springs normally retract the closure 13 to the 
open position shown in Fig. 2. 
To swing the closure 13, to the closed posi 

tion shown in Fig. 1, one of the stretcher 
arms 10 has secured to it by a U bolt 18 pro 
vided with nuts 19 a member 20 located on 
the stretcher arm 10 so that when the said 
arm is swung to the inner position, the mem 
ber 20 will strike a horizontal pin 21 secured 
to the arm 14, thereby swinging said arm 14 
and closure 13 to the closed position shown 
in Fig. 1. To reliably hold the member 20 
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in the position to which it may be adjusted . 
on the arm 10, a set screw 22 is mounted in 
a threaded hole in the member 20. This set 
screw may be turned so as to penetrate the 
arm 10, as shown in Fig. 4. 
The forward side of the housing 1 below 

the opening 2 is provided with two upwardly 
and downwardly extending grooves or de 
pressions 23 which are adapted to respec 
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tively receive the stretcher arms 10 when 
said arms are swung to the inner position 
shown in Fig. 1. - 

Preferably the closure 13 is arranged to 
overlap the outer side of the housing below 
the opening and to cover the depressions or 
rooves 23, so as to keep water from running 
rom the closure 13 into the housing when 

it rains. The closure 13 is also arranged in. 
the housing so that when in the closed posi 
tion the housing above the opening 2 over 
laps the outer side of the closure. This pre 
vents water from passing into the housing 
at the upper side of the opening 2. It also 
effects the removal of the ice and snow from 
the closure 13 by the opening movement thereof. 

In the operation of my invention, when the 
roller 4 is turned to retract the awning sheet 
3 to the position shown in Fig. 1, the mem 
ber 20 will strike the pin 21, thereby swing 
ing the arm 14 and closure 13 to the closed 
position against the tension of the springs 
17, the relative arrangement of the member 
20 and arm 14 being such that the closure 
13 will pass to the outer sides of the arms 10 
and pole 9 after said parts have passed in 
wardly across the path of movement of the 
closure 13. At opposite ends of the open 
ing 2 the housing 1 is provided with guard 
plates 24 adapted to overlap the ends of the 
closure 13 when the closure is in the closed 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

position, thus preventing moisture passing 
into the housing at the ends of the closure. 
When the awning sheet 3 is extended, 

which may be effected by pulling outwardly 
on the arms 10, the member 20 being with 
drawn from contact with the pin 21, the 
springs 17 will cause the closure 18 to swing 
to the open position. - 

I do not limit my invention to the struc 
ture described and shown as modifications, 
within the scope of the appended claims, 
may be made without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat ent, is:- 
1. In an awning, a housing having an 

opening, a closure for said opening, means 
for normally moving the closure to the open 
position, an awning sheet extensible and re 
tractable through said opening, an awning 
pole secured to the outer end of the awn 
ing sheet, and means movable with the awn 
ing pole for moving the closure to the closed 
position when the awning sheet and pole 
have been moved to the retracted position. 

2. In an awning, a housing having an 
opening, a closure for said opening, means 
for normally moving the closure to the open 
position, an awning sheet, extensible and re 
tractable through said opening, an awning 
pole secured to the said sheet, a swinging 
stretcher arm secured to the awning pole, 
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and means carried by said stretcher arm for 
moving the closure to the closed position 
when the awning and pole are moved to the 
retracted position. s 

3. In an awning, a housing having, an 
opening, a pivoted closure for said opening, . 
means for normally swinging the closure to 
the open position, an awning sheet extensi 
ble and retractable through said opening, an 
awning pole secured to the outer end of 
the awning sheet, a swinging stretcher arm 
secured to the said pole, and means adjust 
able to different positions on the stretcher 
arm for moving the closure to the closed po 
sition when the pole and sheet are moved to the retracted position. 

4. In an awning, a housing having an 
opening, a closure having two arms pivoted 
to the housing and movable to and from a position closing said opening, a spring con 
necting one of said arms and the housing for 
normally swinging the closure to the open 
position, an awning sheet extensible and re 
tractable through said opening, an awning 
pole secured to the outer end of the awning 
sheet, means movable with the said pole for 
engaging one of said arms for forcing the 
closure to the closed position when the awn 
ing sheet and pole are moved to the re tracted position. 

5. In an awning, a housing having an 
opening, a closure for said opening provided 
with two arms pivoted to the housing, a 
spring for forcing the closure to the open 
position, an awning sheet extensible and re 
tractable through said opening, an awning 
pole secured to the outer end of the awning 
sheet, a stretcher arm secured to and mov 
able with the awning pole, and a member 
secured to the stretcher arm for engaging 
one of the closure arms for forcing the 
closure to the closed position when the awn 
ing sheet and pole are moved to the re tracted position. 

6. In an awning, a housing having an 
opening, a roller rotatively mounted in the 
housing, an awning pole, an awning sheet 
extensible and retractable through said 
opening and having its ends secured re 
spectively to the roller and to the said pole, 
a closure for said opening, means for nor mally moving the closure to the open-posi 
tion, and means movable with the pole by 
which the closure is moved to the closed po 
sition after the awning sheet has been re 
tracted into the housing. 

7. In an awning, a housing having in its 
forward side an opening and in its forward side below said opening having two upwardly 
and downwardly extending grooves, a roller 

7. 
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mounted in the housing, an awning sheet 
extensible and retractable through said open 
ing and having one end secured to the roller 
an awning pole secured to the other endo 
the awning sheet, two swinging stretcher ls. 
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arms having their free ends secured to said In testimony whereof I have signed my 
pole and when the awning sheet is retracted name to this specification in presence of two 
into the housing being disposed respectively subscribing witnesses: in said grooves, and a closure movable to WALDO E. SAUNDERS. 
and from a position closing said opening Witnesses: 
and in the closed position covering said C. W. GILLEN WATER, 
grooves. R. O. WILSON. 


