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5-Claims.

This device relates to a toy er amusement de-
vice for children in the form of a miniature
theater with sliding curtains and figures or ob-
jects which are rotated across the front of the
stage.

I achieve this result.by co-ordinating a number
of parts, some of which are set in motion by ha,nd
as ilustrated in the accompanying drawing. The
body of the theatre, comprising its front, sides,
floor and the orchestra is in one piece which is
scored or cut where it is to be bent into shape and,
when it is set up, is similar to a box, open at the
top and the rear and with-a part of the front open
to reveal the stage interior.

The stage figures will represent various char-
acters in Mother Goose rhymes, fairy or other
stories which will amuse, entertain or instruct
small children, or, figures in circus or -other
parades, also objects suich as trains, automobiles,
fire-engines, circus wagons and the like.

Figure 1 is a detailed view in perspective with
one half of the stage front bent outward and the
cther half omitted.

Fig. 2 is a view in perspective showing the
theatre when properly adjusted.

Fig. 3 is a front view of the drop-curtain.

Fig. 4 iz a vertical view of the round spindle
with a round knob at the top and squared at the
bottom,

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a small metal
disc with its hollow, square lug shown raised
above a round hole in the certer of the bottom
section of a cardboard brace into which it fits
and which rests on the theatre floor.

Fig. 6 is a front view of a vertlcal figure with a
strip extending below it.

Fig. Tis a detailed front view of the sliding cur-
tains with their accessories, and fasténers secured
to each theatre side wall, wh1\,h walls are shown
in cross section.

Similar numerals refer
throughout the several views.

The theatre front is divided into équal sections,
the upper parts of which extend above the body
of the theatre, Figs. 1 and 2, numeral 1, and is
suitably designed and colored to represent the
front wall above the stage Fig. 2, numeral |, the
walls or columins at either side of the stage, and
the top and side curtdins Fig. 2, numeral 2.

to similar parts

The two front sections of the stage front are !

held in place by a narrow, horizontal cross strip
Fig. 1, numeral 3, which is secured to the back of
the stage front by two round headed paper fas-
teners, Figs. 1 and 2, numeral 4. The stage fig-
ures or objects are stamped out of cardhoard or
thin metal, Figs. 2 and 6, numeral 5.

Each figure or object hias g short narrow strip
or appendage extending below it which is bent
backward, horizontally, at right angles to the fig-
ure or object, Fig. 6, numeral 6. These strips
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are inserted under bisected strips, Fig. 1, numeral
1, which are cut in a flat horizontal cardboard
disc, Fig. 1, numeral 8 and which occur at inter-
vals around and near the outer edge of the disc.
On either side of the bisected strips, Fig. 1, nu-
meral 1, and at equal distances therefrom, small
semicircles or half-moons are stamped in the disc,
Fig. 1, numeral 9, and bent upward, vertically, to
form barriers to prevent the figures or objects,
Fig. 6, from slipping when the disc Fig. 1, nu-
meral 8, is rotated. The. disc Fig. 1, numeral 8,
has g square hole in its center, Fig. 1, numeral {8,
to fit over a square, vertical, hollow metal lug,
Figs. 1 and 5, numeral 12 which is a part of
and extends above a.small horizontal metal disc,
Fig. 5, numeral 13. The metal disc fits into a
round hole, Fig. 5, numeral 14, stamped out of a
horizontal cardboard brace, Fig. 5, numeral 15,
shown with the metal disc raised slightly above it.

This brace is the lower section of a continuous
inside brace and rests on the floor of the theatre,
Fig. 1, numeral 16, transversely and in its center.

Vertical sections of the brace, Fig. 1, numeral
17 extend upward, next to each inside wall of the
theatre, Fig. 1, numeral 18, to a point about two-
thirds of their height where it continues trans-
versely across the inside of the theatre as the
horizontal top section of the brace, Fig. 1, nu-
meral 19. .

The top section of the brace has both of its
longitudinal edges bent. downward, Fig. 1, nu-
meral 20 with their extreme lower edges resting
upon projecting upper. edges of the side brace
sections, Fig. 1, numeral 21 in order to strengthen
and support the top brace, Fig. 1, numeral 18,

One end of the lower section of the brace meets
the lower. edge of one of the side braces where
both edges-are notched and interlocked as indi-
cated in Fig. 1, numeral 22. Each side section of
the brace'is fastened to-each theatre side wall by
means of metal fasteners, Fig. 1, numeral 23,
The top brace section has a round hole in its
center, at equal distances from its sides and from
its :ends, Fig. 1, numeral 24; to admit a vertieal,
round. stick: or spindle, Figs. 1 and 4, numeral 35
which has a round knob at its top, Figs. 1 and 4,
numeral 26, and is square at the bottom, Fig. 4,
rumeral 27, to fit into the hollow, Fig..5, numeral
{1 in-the metal lug, Figs. 1 and 5, numeral {2,

A slot is-made in each theatre side wall at their
tops Fig. 1, numeral 28 in front of the side braces,
Fig:. 1, numeral 11, to admit notched extensions
29 one from each side of a cardboard back-drop
curtain, Fig. 3, numeral 30.

The back-drop curtain, Fig. 3, numeral 30
furnighes a pictorial stage background in colors
with suitable scenes-depicted thereon on each side
of the back-drop curtain so that it will be inter-
changeable. - A narrow strip is cut away from
each side of the back-drop curtain, Fig. 3, nu-




2 -

meral 3, to permlt the figures Fig. 6, numeral 5,
to pass between the back-drop curtain, Fig. 3,
numeral 30 and the side sections of the brace,
Fig. 1, numeral IT.

The floor of the theatre, Fig. 1, numeral (6, ex-
tends beyond the front stage line. This exten-
sion is subdivided by two longitudinal cuts, Fig. 1,
numeral 32 partly across the extension from each
side, leaving an uncut space in the center, Fig. 1,
numeral 33. On the downward side of the strip
formed by the cuts, Fig. 1, numeral 34, musicians
in an orchestra with their leader in the center
are depicted and stamped out as shown in Fig. 2,
numeral 35.

- The ends of the orchestra strip are notched,
Fig. 1, numeral 36, to fit into slots in the theatre
front, Fig, 1, numeral 37. When the orchestra
strip, Fig. 1, numeral 34, is bent upward, verti-
cally, across the uncut space, Fig. 1, numeral 33,
its sides bent backward and the notched ends,
Fig. 1, numeral 36 fitted to lock into the slots in
each side of the theatre front, Fig. 1, numeral 37,
the orchestra will appear in an arc as if seen in
an orchestra pit, Fig. 1, numeral 35. Sliding cur-
tains to the theatre are provided by the following
means in which two small metal split rings, Figs.
1 and 7, numeral 38, each of which is attached to
metal oblong fasteners, Figs. 1 and 7, numeral
39, are inserted through slots which occur one in

each theatre side wall, Fig. 1, numeral 40. A

strong thread or fine string, tied in a loop, Fig. 7,
numeral 41, is inserted through each split ring,
Figs. 1 and 7, numeral 38, drawn taut and knotted
in the center of the rear thread or string of the
loop, Fig. 7, numeral 42. The two free ends of
the thread or strings, Fig. 7, numeral 43, pass
from the knot through small holes in each of the
theatre side walls and the lower parts of each
metal fastener, Figs. 1 and 2, numeral 44, where
they hang on the outside of the theatre walls, Fig.
2, numeral 18.

Curtains in two separate strips, Fig. 7, numeral
45, are fastened, one over each thread in the loop,

Fig. 7, numeral 41, and at each opposite side of
the stage.

When .the outside string, Figs. 2 and 7, nu-
meral 43, is pulled in the opposite direction from
the side in which the rear curtain is placed, both
curtains move toward each other, simultaneous-
ly, to meet at the stage center and will obscure
the stage, and by pulling the other string, on
the opposite side of the theatre, the operation is
reversed and the stage brought back into view
again.

The sliding curtains, Fig. 7, numeral 45 when
drawn to the sides, disappear behind the front,
stationary curtains, Fig. 2, numeral 2. :

By turning the knob, Fig. 1, numeral 26, with
the thumb and forefinger, the figures inserted in
the cardboard disc will pass in successive view
in front of the stage and will disappear behind
the edge of the drop curtain.

I am aware that sliding curtains for stage and
for other purposes, and also that metal paper
fasteners have been in use prior to my invention
and I therefore make no claim broadly to them
except as to their application in combination.

I claim:

1. In a miniature theatre, an enclosure having
an open front portion 4nd a floor with an exten-
sion forwardly of the front portion, said exten-
sion having its forward edge constructed when
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erected to simulate orchestral figures and having
centrally unconnected slits opening through its
side edges to permit upward folding of the por-
tion of the extension forwardly of the slits and
the rounding of the ends of the upwardly folded
part to said front portion of the theatre, means
to anchor the ends in the rounded form, a rotary
stage in the enclosure with the edge obscured by
the upwardly folded portion, and figures on the
stage rising above said upwardly folded portion.

2. In a miniature theatre, an enclosure having
a floor, sides and a theatre front with open top
and rear, connected braces along the floor and
side walls secured to the side walls, a beam across
the upper portions of the side braces, a bearing
on the floor brace having a reduced socket, a ro-
tary stage received over the socket on the bearing,
and a spindle slidably received through the beam
and having its lower end detachably fitted to
said socket with a driving fit.

3. In a miniature theater, supports at opposite
sides of the theater, an endless flexible strand
passing slidably through said supports and held
by said supports in two parallel oppositely mov-
ing runs, a curtain section depending from each
run, said curtain sections adapted to be moved
together and apart by the relative opposite move-~
ments of the runs, and operating members con-
nected to one of the runs and extending to op-
posite sides of the theater for pulling the runs in
either one or the other selected direction for
opening or closing the curtain sections.

4. In a miniature theatre having side walls,
a rotary stage, thin flat figures so mounted on the
stage as to present the figures flatwise to the
audience and edgewise at the sides of the stage
during rotation of the stage, and a back drop
curtain across the stage spaced at its ends short
distances only from the theatre side walls to
provide narrow passages for the movement of the
edgewise presented figures to enable such figures
to pass from the front of the stage and the front
of the back drop curtain to the rear of the stage
and said curtain, said curtain spanning the major
width of the stage and theatre and being of great-
er width than the figures to present a background
to the audience for the figures moving across the
iront of the stage in flatwise view of the audience
and to obscure from the audience the rear por-
tions of the flatwise objects traveling around the
rear of the stage to regain the entrance point.

5. In a miniature theatre, side walls, a rotary
stage between the side walls, figures mounted at
the outer peripheral portion of the rotary stage,
and a back drop curtain extending substantially
across an intermediate portion of the stage with
narrow openings at the side edges to permit pas-
sage of the figures to opposite sides of the cur-
tain in the rotation of the stage, said curtain
having a width in excess of the width of the fig-
ures whereby the figures traveling around the
rear of the stage are obscured from the audience,
said curtain having projections on its upper por-
tion to support the curtain from the side walls
free of the rotary stage, said projections and side
walls having interlocking means preventing lat-
eral movement between the curtain and side
walls and adapted to cause the curtain to main--
tain the side walls erect and against outer col-
lapse,

ARTHUR .JOHN SURMAN.,



