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Ourinvention relatestoathletic pantsandhas 
to do more particularly with a novel construc 
tion of athletic pants especially adaptedfor use 
in SUch gameS as football and the like,Which 
Wil provide added protection and freedom for 
the players”kneesandshins. 
Fora lengtimeit has been customary to pro 

VidepantSof thistype withabellows orgusSetin 
the knee in order togive room for expansion of 
the garment when the knee is bent?A disad? 
Vantage USually incident to such constructions, 
hOWeVer,haS been that the bellows,onceit has 
been expandedasareSult offexingthe1eg,fails 
toClCSe,thUSreducingthe protectionrequiredfor 
the Wearer's knee and adjaCent p0rtions of the 
legand Sp0ilingthe appearance ofthegarment? 
We haVe deVised an improved Construction 

Which Soives this problem,The Various ad 
V8ntages incident to our invention Wil become 
moreapparent asthe description proceeds. 

Referring now to the drawingformingpart of 
thiSSpecification andilustratinga preferredem? 
b0diment Of Our invention: 
Fg. liS 8,front plan View of a,pair of pants 

embodyingourinVention; 
Fig.2 is a detailed View of the knee portion 

thereof,on an eniarged Scale,parts being cut 
8Way to Showthe Construction more cleary; 
Fig.3isarear plan View of the knee portion; 
Fig.4 is a Sectional View taken substantially 

alongthe line 4?4 of Fig,2;and 
Fig?5 is a Sectional View taken Substantialy 

a10ngthe line 5?50f Fig.2. 
The pantsillustratedin the drawing comprise 

legportionS 45,f0 having kneeportionsindicated 
generaly by the numeral f2? 

Said knee portionsterminate in a hem 15,in 
Whichis encloSed an elastic Web f6,wherebythe 
garment Wil fit closely about the leg of the 
Wearer below the knee,Said knee portion 12is 
also provided with a plurality of pockets 17 sep 
arated by longitudinal Seams 18,Said pockets 
houSing kneeprotectingpads200fspongerubber 
Or the iike? 
Abovesaid pads20thereisinsertedaV-shaped 

guSSet 2f,SaidgUSSet SeCured to the iower por? 
tion of the pants leg by Seam 22 and to the 
Upper portion by a Seam 23,The knee portion 
immediately above the gUSSet 21 may be rein 
forcedandstifenedasat 25 byan extralayer of 
cloth,asshown clearly in Fig.4? 
At opposite sides of thegUSSet 24 We prefer? 

ably provide on the outside of the knee por? 
tion 12,retaining members 26,26?Said mem 
bers26 maybe formed of1eather or other Suit? 

8ble materialandaithough Shown inthe form Of 
triangleS,may obViOUsly be Cut in Other ShapeS? 
Said retaining members26reinforce the ends of 
thepocketorgusset24,preventingthesamefrom 
ripping,and also aid in holdingthe gusSet in 
Such shape that it may readiy be restored to 
folded pOSition after Opening? - 
AttaChed to the fold of the gUSSet 2f as by 

means ofstitching30 isastrip of elastic Webbing 
32,the other end of the Webbing being SeCured 
to thefront of the knee portion 2as bystitch 
ing33,Said webbing32,asseen bestin Figs.3 
and4,isnormaly,whenthegusset 2?isinfolded 
condition,in suchastate that any unfolding of 
thegusset Wil place Said Webbing32 in tension, 
thus applying a force to the gUSSet tending t0 
restore it to folded position?It will thUs be 
seen that,after the wearer has flexed his knee, 
openingthe gusset 21,the latter willautomati 
caly berestoredt0folded poSition asSoonasthe 
knee has been Unfexed?The knee ConstruCtjon 
is thus maintainedin a neat appearance &t al 
times whie afording maximum freedom and 
protection? 
We preferablyprovide an added knee protect 

ing member 35,in the form of 8 felt pad Or 
othersuitable device,which mayalSO be SeCUred 
bythe seam 33. 
Various changes coming within the Spirit of 

this invention may suggest themSelves to thOSe 
skiledinthe art,and hence we donot wishto 
be limited to any specific form shown Or USeS 
mentioned except tothe extent indicatedin the 
appended claims,which areto be interpreted aS 
broadly asthe state of the art Wil permit, 
We Claim: 
1. Pants comprisinga pair of SectiOnS,an ex? 

pansibleandcollapsible kneeguSSet Connectedto 
said sections,a,pad SeCured to One Of Sajd Sec? 
tions and extending back of Said gUSSet when 
Saidgusset is cxpanded,and elaStic means COn-? 
necting an intermediate part of Said gUSSet to 
the rear of one of Said Sections for Colapsing 
saidgusset behind Said SectionS. 

2. Pants comprisinga pair of Sections,an eX? 
pansibleand collapSible kneegUSSet ConneCtedto 
said sections,a pad secured to One of Said Sec? 
tionsand backingasubstantial part of the Other 
Section whenSaidgussetisexpanded,8ndelaStiC 
means connecting an intermediate part of Said 
gussetto therear of one of Said Sectionsfor Col 
1apsingsaidgusset behind Said Sections? 
3,Pants comprisinga pair of Sections,an ex 

pansible and collapsible knee gUSSet Connected 
tosaidsectionS,elastic means ConneCtingan in? 
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2 
termediatepart ofsaidgussettotherear ofone 
ofsaid sectionsfor colapsingsaidgusSet behind 

20 

25 

SaidSectionS,andreinforcingtabs protectingthe 
junctures of the ends of Said guSSet With Said? 
sections,Saidtabsbeing formed to assist in col 
1apsing SaidgUSSet, 
4?Pants Comprising upper and loWersections, 

an expansible and CollapSible knee gUSSet C0n? 
nectedtosaidsections,apadsecuredtoand de 
?endingfreeiy from said upper Section and eX? 
tending behind Said gusSet When SaidgUSSet iS? 
expanded,and elastic means COnneCting Said 
gusset to the rear of a part of said pants for 
collapsingSaidguSSet behind SaidSections? 
5,Pants COmpriSing a,pair Of SectionS,an.ex? 

pansibleand Collapsible kneeguSSet COnneCted to 
said SectionS,a pad SeCured t0 One of Said SeC 
tionsandextending behindSaidguSSetandaSub 
stantialpart ofthe othersection whenSaidguSSet 
is expanded,andelaStic means connected to the 
rear of One ofSaid Sectionsand toSaidgusSetfor 
CollapsingSaidgUSSet behind SaidSectionS? 

6. Pants Comprising8 pair of SectionS,an ex 
panSible and COllapSible knee gUSSet Connected 
to Said Sections,a pad Secured to One of Said 
Sections andextending back of SaidguSSet When 

2,135,213 
SaidgusSet is expanded,and elastic meanS COn? 
nectedt0therear0f SaidgUSSetand betWeenSaid 
padand one of Said Sections for COlapSing Said 
gusSet behindSaid OneSection? 

7. Pants comprising8 pair OfSeCtionS,an ex? 
pansible and collapSible knee gUSSet COnnected 
to Said SectionS,8,pad extending behind Said 
gusset when said gusset is expanded,elastic 
means connecting 8n intermediate part Of Said 
gusset ofthe back of sad pantsforcolapsing 
SaidguSSet behind Said SectiOnS,and a C0mm0n 
seam unitingsaid pad and means with one of 
Said Sections? 
8?Pants comprisinga pair of Sections,anex? 

pansibleand colapsible kneegusset connectedto 
saidsectionsandfolded behindone of SaidSec 
tions When ColapSed,a,pad SeCUred t0 One Of 
Said Sections andextending back of SaidgUSSet 
whensaidgussetisexpanded,andelastic means 
Connectedto the fold ofsaidguSSet and betWeen 
said pad and the first mentioned One of Said 
Sections for coilapSing Said guSSet behind Said 
Section, - 
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