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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that-I, WILLIAM NORTON, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Lynn,
in the county of Essex and State of Massachu-
setts, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Boots or Shoes, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows inside ele-
vation a shoe embodying my invention. Fig.
2 is a view showing the said shoe in section
on line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 shows in side
elevation my improved fastening device be-
fore itis set. Fig. 4isa partly-sectional view
showing the said fastening device set in a
piece of leather or other material. Fig. 5 is
a view showing a portion of the upper and
gore of my shoe. Fig.61is a perspective of
the fastening device detached.

A is the upper of the shoe, which may be
in one piece, and is provided at one side with
a gore b of elastic material. The said gore is
secured along one side and. the lower end
thereof to the rear quarter of the upper A,
and at the opposite side has secured thereto
a strip o’ of leather or similar material. To
the said strip and the corresponding edge of
the upper are applied the fastening devices,
which presently are to be described.

When a person is standing or walking, the
pressure of his weight occasions a lateral
spreading of his foot, which occurs chiefly
and to a comparatively considerable extent
at the instep portion—that is to say, adjacent
to and at the sides of the shank portion of
the shoe which he is wearing.

With the object in view of accommodating
the lateral spread oceurring in the places just
referred to, and affording to the foot ease and
freedom, as well as relief from compression
when one’s weight is imposed thereupoun, I
extend the opening, which I form in the side
of the upper and in which the gore is in-
serted, down to a point which is close to the
edge of the sole. While the shoe is being
worn the said opening and gore extend be-
neath the hollow of the arch orinstep of the
wearer. 1 also curve the lower portions of
the opening and gore forwardly, as shown in
Fig. 1,in order tolocate the lower ends thereof
as nearly as may be beneath the arch or in-
step. In this manner I provide fully for ac-

commodating the lateral spread which occurs
in walking and standing below the instep or
arch and at the sides of the foot, and also for
fitting comfortably the rounded swell of the
arch or instep. The opening and gore are lo-
cated at some distance back from the front
line of the upper in Fig. 1, thereby giving a
smooth and unbroken front to the shoe and
relieving the gore from the wear which it oth-
erwise would receive from the skirts of the
wearer of the shoe. Heretofore it has been
proposed to locate a gore at the front, and it
has been found necessary to add a shield or
guard to protect the same from the excessive
wear to which it is exposed and which has op-
erated to ruin speedily its appearance. The
gore, arranged and located as described and
shown, acts to contract the upper around-the
foot and ankle of-the wearer so as to fit nicely

‘and smoothly when the weight of the wearer

isremoved. Preferably the opening andgore
are at the inner side of the shoe, which en-
ables the fastening devices to be reached by
the wearer more easily than fastenings which
are on the front or outer side of the shoe.
For the purpose of closing the opening T
use, by preference, arow of fasteningsor hooks
and a corresponding row of eyes d. I have
shown the former applied to the strip 0’ and
the latter to the edge of the front quarter of
the upper, although the positions may be re-
versed relatively to each other. The fasten-
ings or hooks consist of flat metal plates ¢,
which may beornamented and may be of any
desired shape in plan view. Kach is pro-
vided at one end with prongs g, by means of

_which they are secured in the material. Ab

the other end each fastening has a recurved
or hook-shaped portion adapted to enter and
engage one of the eyelets d. . The said por-
tion is slightly less in width than the adja-

cent portion of the plate ¢ in order that it

may readily enter the eyelet. The point or’

bill ¢’ thereof is substantially parallel with
the plate c. The neck ¢? of the said portion
is curved in transverse cross-section to fit the
curve of the eyelet, the said neck being con-

vex on thatside which comes in contact with

the eyelet. This construction not only per-
mits the neck and bill of thehook-shaped por-
tion to get back into its proper position when
in the eyelet, but also prevents the side edges
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of the said portion from wearing the interior
of the eyelet, and thus the blacking or japan-
ning, which usually is applied to the oyelets,
will last much longer, thereby preserving the
finish and appearance of the shoe. The use
of hooks which are not thus curved trans-

versely soon results in the rubbing off of the |

finish of the eyelet, as well as in the cutting
or wearing of the latter, and the appearance
of the shoe thereby is impaired. The bills ¢’
are made quite short, being only a littie longer

than is required to enable them to engage:

with the inner edge of the eyelet and hold.
The gore b is of such dimensions that it has
to be stretched slightly in engaging the fas-
tenings with the eyelets after the shoe has
been drawn onto the foot of the wearer, it re-
maining somewhat under strain after the fas-
tenings have been engaged. This guards
against accidental unfastening of the shoe.
The form of the fastenings-or hooks is such
that the engagement of the series of the same
upon a shoe with the opposing series of eye-
lets is effected almost instantaneously and si-
multaneously, and without any difficulty or
effort. All that is required is that the gore
should be stretched slightly, whereupon the
hooks may be forced by a slight lateral press-
ureintotheeyelets. In unfastening the shoe,
all that is required is to pull thestrip b’ out-
wardly with slight force at the top, at the
same time drawing upon it in a wanner to
streteh slightly the gore.

A tongue f of leather or other suitable ma-
terial is secured at its lower end inside the
shoe, and lies between the foot of the wearer
and the gore, thus serving to protect the elas-
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tic material from:the moisture of the foot and
rendering it more durable, and in addition
protecting the foot from the heating and
sweating effect of the material. The said
tongue is wide enough to cover fully the fas-
tenings and eyelets at the inside.

The securing-prongs ¢ and recurved por-
tions or hooks project from the same side of
the plates c. In consequence the fastenings
have but little thickness and have no projec-

“tions which can be felt beyond the thickness
-of the material forming the side of the shoe.

What I claim is—

The improved shoe having an opening in
the upper thereof at the side of the shoe and
some distance from the front of the litter, an
elastic gore secured to the rear quarter of the
upper, the said opening and gore extending
down to a point which is close to the edge of
the sole and also down to the hollow of the
foot of the wearer, and a series of eyelets and
ccrresponding series of hooked fastenings ap-
plied to the respective meeting edges, the
hooks of such fasterings being reduced in
width, curved in transverse section to con-
form to the interior of the eyelets having
short bills to enable them to be engaged and
disengaged by slight lateral pressure, and
provided with securing prongs projecting to
the same side asthe bills, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM NORTON.

Witnesses:

Wu. A. MACLEOD,
ROBERT WALLACE.
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