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ABSTRACT

A shaft seal includes a rigid annular casing to which a body of
elastomeric seal material is molded. At least one elastomeric
seal lip is formed of the elastomeric material. A PTFE ele-
ment is bonded to the elastomer material and is formed with
an undercut overlying the PTFE element to provide a flex
hinge to the PTFE element that is isolated and independent
from a hinge of the elastomeric seal lip.

12 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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SHAFT SEAL HAVING INDEPENDENT
SEALING LIPS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

This invention relates to radially acting dynamic shaft
seals, which include a PTFE seal element.

2. Related Art

It is common in shaft seal applications to employ a PTFE
seal element. The PTFE element can be secured to a rigid
annular casing of the seal assembly either by clamping the
element between joined case members, or by bonding the
PTFE element to the casing by an intermediate elastomer
material such as rubber. It is also known to provide the rubber
material with a flex joint to enable the PTFE element to flex
and remain in sealing contact with the shaft during conditions
of shaft run out where the shaft becomes displaced radially
from its true center of rotation.

It is also common to form one or more sealing lips from the
elastomer material that may also run in sealing contact with
the shaft to enhance sealing performance.

Itis an object of the present invention to improve upon such
seals, and in particular the flexibility and sensitivity of the
PTFE and rubber sealing lips.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A shaft seal includes a rigid annular casing, an elastomer
seal body molded to the casing and defining at least one
annular elastomer sealing lip extending radially inwardly of
the casing, a PTFE seal element bonded to the elastomer seal
body to define a PTFE seal lip in axially spaced relationship
to the elastomer seal lip, and wherein the seal body is formed
with a flex-enhancing undercut region extending from a radi-
ally inner shaft-engaging surface of the elastomer seal lip to a
location overlying the PTFE seal lip.

Such a seal construction has the advantage of increasing
the flexibility of the PTFE seal lip and enabling it to flex
independently of the flexing of the elastomeric seal lip. The
undercut region, in effect, isolates the flexing action of PTFE
and elastomeric lips so that they act independently of one
another.

According to a further preferred feature, a portion of the
casing lies axially between the two lips defining a central rigid
section of the elastomeric body between the two lips. The two
seal lips have associated hinges that lie on opposite sides of
the rigid section and thereby are assured to be isolated from
one another in their flexing action in use.

Such isolated seal lips enable the manufacturer to precisely
control the pressure that the lips exert on the shaft. For
example, the PTFE seal lip can be made as an extremely
sensitive, low pressure, highly flexible running seal that can
easy conform to the shape and any radial movements of the
shaft for optimum performance, while the elastomeric lip
may be of similar light load as that of the PTFE lip or, if
desired, a little stronger or lighter as the case may.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features and advantages of the present
invention will become more readily appreciated when con-
sidered in connection with the following detailed description
and appended drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is cross-sectional view of a seal constructed accord-
ing to the present invention; and
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FIG. 2 is a view like FIG. 1, but illustrating the seal in use
in sealing a shaft.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A presently preferred embodiment of a shaft seal assembly
according to the invention is shown generally at 10 in the
drawings. The seal assembly 10 includes a rigid annular car-
rier 12 that is preferably fabricated of stamped metal. The
carrier 12 includes an axially extending, generally cylindrical
mounting portion 14 and a radially inwardly extending flange
portion 16. The flange portion 16 terminates at its inner end in
an axially extending, generally cylindrical foot portion 18
that extends in the axially opposite direction to that of the
mounting portion 14. It will be seen that the flange portion 16,
including the foot portion, may have a generally U-shaped
cross-sectional configuration.

An elastomeric body 20 of sealing material, and preferably
rubber, is molded to the carrier 12. The elastomeric material
is molded to the foot portion 18, such that the foot portion 18
is embedded in the elastomer material 20, and extends around
an oil side 22 of the flange 16 and across a radially outer
surface 24 of the mounting portion. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
the carrier is mounted in a bore 26 of housing 28 through
which a rotatable shaft 30 extends. The gap between the bore
26 and shaft 30 is to be sealed by the seal assembly 10. The
elastomeric seal material 20 on the outer surface 24 provides
a seal between the carrier 12 and the wall of the bore 26.

The elastomeric body 20 includes a first elastomeric annu-
lar seal lip 32 that extends radially inwardly of the carrier 12.
The lip 32 has a radially inner shaft-engaging surface 34 for
sealingly engaging the shaft 30. The lip 32 has extends axially
away from the oil side 22 of the carrier 12. The lip 32 has a
hinge 36 adjacent the foot portion 18 of the carrier 12 on the
oil side 22 of the carrier 12. The hinge 36 enables the lip 32 to
flex in the radial direction and to conform and move with any
radial run-out action of the shaft 30.

An annular PTFE (polytetrafiuoroethylene) seal element
38 is bonded to the elastomeric body 20. The PTFE element
38 has a radially inner shaft-engaging surface 40 for lying
down against and sealingly engaging the shaft 30 in opera-
tion. The element 38 has a length along its shaft-engaging
surface 40 that is several times the thickness of the element
38. The element 38 may be formed with hydrodynamic
grooves or features (not shown) as is well know by those
skilled in the art. The PTFE element 38 is backed by a strip 42
of the elastomeric material that preferably extends the full
length of the element 38. The element 38 and strip 42 are
radially extending so as to form an annular PTFE seal lip 44.
The seal lip 44 is spaced axially from the elastomeric lip 32.

The seal body 20 is formed with a flex-enhancing undercut
region 46. The undercut region 46 extends from the shaft-
engaging side 40 of the PTFE seal element 38 axially toward
and overlies the PTFE lip 44. The undercut region also
extends across the foot portion 18 of the carrier, such that the
PTFE seal lip 44 extends from a hinge region 48 adjacent an
opposite air side 50 of the carrier 12 overlying the foot region
18 toward the elastomeric seal lip 32 in the direction of the oil
side 22 of the seal assembly. The foot region 18 is preferably
covered with the elastomeric material 20 and defines a rela-
tively rigid section 52 ofthe body 20 separating the hinges 36,
48 of the lips 32, 44, respectively. As such, the hinge 48 of the
PTFE lip 44 is separate and isolated from the hinge 36 of the
elastomeric lip 32 so as to enable the seal lips 32, 44 to flex
independently of one another. It will be seen that the undercut
region 46 extends over the substantial length of the PTFE
element 38. In other words, the PTFE seal lip 44 is undercut
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from the free oil-side end of the PTFE seal element 38 sub-
stantially, and preferably fully, to the opposite air-side end of
the element 38.

The elastomer body 22 may include at least a second elas-
tomeric seal lip 54. The second lip 54 is spaced axially from
the PTFE lip 44 on the air-side of the seal axially opposite that
of'the first elastomeric seal lip 32. The second lip 54 extends
in an axially opposite direction as that of the PTFE lip 44.

Obviously, many modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in light of the above teachings.
It is, therefore, to be understood that within the scope of the
appended claims, the invention may be practiced otherwise
than as specifically described.

What is claimed is:

1. A shaft seal assembly for engaging a shaft comprising:

a rigid annular casing having a generally cylindrical
mounting portion and a radially inwardly extending
flange portion;

an elastomer seal body molded to said casing and defining
at least one annular elastomer seal lip extending radially
inwardly from said casing for sealing engagement with
a shaft;

a PTFE seal element bonded to said elastomer seal body to
define a PTFE seal lip in axially spaced relationship to
said at least one elastomer seal lip for sealing engage-
ment with the shaft along substantially the full axial
length of said PTFE seal element;

a flex-enhancing undercut region of said elastomer seal
body extending from a radially inner shaft-engaging
surface of'said PTFE seal element to a location overlying
said PTFE seal lip, wherein said flex-enhancing under-
cut region is generally parallel to said inner shaft-engag-
ing surface of said PTFE seal element when said PTFE
seal element engages the shatft;

wherein said flange portion includes an axially extending
annular foot portion at a radially inner extent of said
flange portion, said foot portion extending axially from
said flange portion toward said elastomer seal lip to
provide a radially rigid section between said elastomer
seal lip and said PTFE seal lip;

said foot portion is radially spaced from the PTFE seal lip;
and

said undercut region lies radially between said foot portion
and said PTFE lip.

2. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said undercut region
defines an elastomer hinge of said PTFE seal lip that is iso-
lated from an elastomer hinge of said elastomeric seal lip.

3. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said PTFE seal lip and
said at least one elastomer seal lip extend in the same axial
direction.
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4. The assembly of claim 2 wherein said hinges of said at
least one elastomer and PTFE seal lips are located on axially
opposite sides of said flange portion of said casing.

5. The assembly of claim 4 wherein said undercut region
extends over a substantial length of the PTFE seal element.

6. The assembly of claim 3 wherein said seal body includes
at least another seal lip that is formed on the axially opposite
side of said PTFE seal lip as that of said at least one elastomer
seal lip.

7. The assembly of claim 6 wherein said at least another
elastomer seal lip extends in a direction axially opposite that
of'the PTFE seal lip.

8. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said PTFE seal lip
includes an associated elastomer hinge disposed on one axial
side of said foot portion and said at least one elastomer seal lip
includes an associated elastomer hinge on an axially opposite
side of said foot portion.

9. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said PTFE seal element
is backed by said elastomer seal body and has a thickness in
the axial direction that continually decreases toward a free
end of said PTFE seal element.

10. The assembly of claim 2 wherein said radially rigid
section extends between and isolates said elastomer hinges
from one another.

11. The assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
flex-enhancing undercut region axially extends substantially
the length of the inner shaft-engaging surface of said PTFE
seal element.

12. A shaft seal assembly comprising:

a rigid annular casing being generally cylindrical and hav-
ing an axially extending mounting portion, a radially
inwardly extending flange portion and an annular foot
portion extending axially from said flange portion at a
radially inner extent of said flange portion to provide a
radially rigid section;

an elastomer seal body molded to said casing and having at
least one annular elastomer seal lip extending radially
inwardly from said casing for sealing engagement with
a shaft;

a PTFE seal element bonded to said elastomer seal body
and having an inner shaft-engaging surface for engaging
said shaft along substantially a full axial length of said
PTFE seal element;

a flex-enhancing undercut region of said elastomer seal
body extending axially along the length said PTFE seal
element radially outwardly of said PTFE seal lip; and

the flex-enhancing undercut region lies radially between
said annular foot portion and said PTFE seal lip.
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