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METHOD OF PACKING FRUIT

Application filed June 24,

My invention relates to the marketing of
- fresh fruit and particularly to the art of
packing fresh fruit for shipment.
The common practice In packing many
5 kinds of fruit is to hire laborers to wrap
~ and place the fruit in containers by hand.
In order for the fruit to fill the container
after two weeks of shrinkage while én route
to market, it is found necessary to pack it
10 Into the container fairly snugly in the first
place.” Expert packers are able to do this
rapidly and without injuring the fruit, but
on account of the irregularity of employ-
ment in-the fruit industries and the conse-
15 quent large labor turnover, relativelyinex-
perienced packers must be depended upon to
pack a large portion of every crop. These
inexperienced - packers bruise a number of

pieces of fruit in practically each container

10 they pack, the tendency being for them to
press their fingers or knuckles or thumb into
the fruit in the effort to wedge it in between
the other fruit and a side of the container.

It is correspondingly an object of my

15 invention to provide a method of packing
fresh fruit in which  relatively inexperi-
enced packers may be used and a tight pack
put up without the necessity for handling
the fruit in a manner capable of damaging it.

o _Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a method of packing fresh fruitin which
packers generally may pack fruit easier and
faster, thereby decreasing the labor cost of
packing. _ :

5 The difficulty of securing the right kind
of labor to pack fruit when it is needed, has
stimulated considerable effort toward Ppro-
ducing a machine which will pack fruitinto

. shipping containers. These efforts have ap-

) parently fallen short of success because no
machine built could produce & tight: pack
without injuring the fruit getting it into
the container. ,

- It is a further object of my invention to

3 provide a method of packing fresh fruit
which will facilitate the development of o
machine packer by eliminating the necessity
for the machine’s packing the fruit tightly in
the container. )

) While the method and apparatus. of my

‘ample for the purposes of disclosure.

1929. Serial No. 373,098.

invention are applicable to many different
varieties of fruit and vegetables, an embodi-
ment of the invention as applied to packing
oranges has been chosen as a convenient ex-
, 55

Further objects and advantages will be
made apparent in the following description
and in the accompanying drawings, in which :

Fig. 1is a plan view of a preferred embod-
iment of a press included in the apparatus
of my invention.

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the
press shown in Fig. 1, parts thereof shown
in section as indicated by the line 2—2 of
Fig. 4. ¢ o

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one of the
pressure members of the aforementioned
press. : _

Fig. 4 is an end elevational view of afore-
said press. ‘ '

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary rear elevational
view of Fig. 4 taken in the direction of ar-
row 5. '

Fig. 6 is a horizontal sectional view taken
on the line 6—6 of Fig. 4. ‘
. Fig. 7is a fragmentary horizontal section-
al view taken on the line 7—7 of Fig. 4.

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary perspective view
of a depressing finger embodied in said press.

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary view of a roller
grab box embodied in aforesaid press and
taken in the direction of the arrow 9in Fig. 4.

Fig. 10 is a- fragmentary sectional view

60

70

%

80

- taken on the line 10—10 of Fig. 4. :

Fig. 11 is a perspective view of a packed 85

box of oranges, , o
Fig. 12is a plan view of an orange box with
the sides thereof in expanded position and

with a lower layer of oranges of 176 siz 00

- packed therein.

Fig. 13 is a longitudinal sectional view
taken on the line 13—18 of Fig. 12 and show-
ing the left hand edge tier of fruit disposed
in said box with the lid disposed thereover.

Fig. 14 is a cross sectional view taken on
the line 14—14 in Fig. 13, showing said box
completely filled with fruit with the sides
thereof still in an extended position.

Fig. 15 is a view similar to Fig. 14 showing 100
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the sides of the box compressed to normal
position. . A

Fig. 16 is a diagrammatic fragmentary
view illustrating the extent to which a nail
is driven into a box end or middle partition
when a packing box for carrying out my in-
vention is first assembled. C

Fig. 17 is a view similar to Fig. 16 illus-
trating the position of a side attaching nail
when the side has been compressed against
the box ends and middle partition.

Referring specifically to the drawings, a
combination cover and side press 15 includes
a standard cover press 16 and a side press
attachment 17. : .

The cover press 16 includes a short section
of roller track 18 having angle iron frame
members 19 and 20 upon which are mounted

.suitable ball bearing rollers 21. The mem-

bers 19 and 20 are supported by a pair of
front legs 24 and a pair of rear legs 25. The
legs 25 are connected together by a trans-
verse angle iron member 26 and the legs 25
are individually connected with the legs 24
by bolts 27 passing through compression
tubes 28, Rigidly connecting the frame mem-
bers 19 and 20 with the legs 24 and 25 are
short metal braces 30. Connecting upper
portions of the legs 24 is a longitudinal angle
iron frame member 31.

The cover press 16 also includes a vertical

- pair of angle iron members 85 between which .

is provided a cover press slide bar runway
86. The members 85 are connected at their
lower ends by the transverse mémber 26 and
at their upper ends by a plate 37 and medial-
ly to the longitudinal frame member 19.
Provided on the upper ends of the angle iron
members 35 are arms 40 rotatably support-
ing a roller 41 which is disposed tangent to
the rear edge of the aforementioned slide

_ bar runway 86. Slidably fitting in said run-

45
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" swinging

way is a vertical slide bar 42 having a cover
depressing yoke 43. Pivotally mounted on its
upper end as shown, this yoke being provided
with a pair of cover contact member 44. Ex-
tending forwardly from the lower end of the
slide bar 42 is a’lug 48.

* Extending rearwardly from the lower por-
tions of the angle iron members 35 1s a pair
of V-shaped plates 49 between apexes of
which extends a pin 50 upon which is pivotal-
lv mounted a cover depressing lever 51. The
lever 51-extends forwardly and upwardly be-
tween the vertical members 35 and during
movement about the pin 50 1s
guided upon an arcuate ratchet-toothed bar

B4 ‘which connects at its upper end to the

i1

longitudinal frame member 31 and at its low--

er end to a pair of rods 55 which rigidly con-
nect to the longitudinal frame member 26.

Provided on the front end of the lever 51 is
a foot. plate 56. Disposed alongside this
plate and pivotally mounted on a cap screw

58 which screws into a suitable opening of the

1,829,230

lever 51 is a latch 59 having a pawl 60, the
latch 59 being urged by a spring 61 so that
when this latch is free the pawl 60 is pressed
against the outer face of the ratchet-toothed
bar 54. Secured at one end under the head
of the cap screw 58 and at the other end by a
screw 64 to the lever 51 is a guide bracket 65.

Pivotally connected at its opposite ends to
the lever 51 and the lock 48 on the slide bar
49 is a pair of links 66. \

Connected at their upper ends to lugs 70
formed at the lower edge of the plates 40, and
at their lower ends to inward bent ears
formed on a plate 71 attached in any suitable
manner to the rear face of the slide bar 42
are long coiled tension springs 73 which
yieldably support the slide bar 42, the yoke
43, and the cover depressing lever 51.

The cover press 16 having been described,
the side press attachinent 17 may now be de-
scribed as follows: \

Secured to forward faces of the vertical
frame members 35 is a short horizontal chan-
nel iron member 75 and supported on the
member 75 and the longitudinal angle iron
member 31 are horizontal channel iron frame
members 76. Mounted in suitable bearings

secured upon upper faces of the members 76

at their opposite ends are shafts 80 and 81.

Rigidly secured upon shaft 80 are hubs 83

70
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of a pair of rocker members 84 having arms -

85 and 86. Pivotally mounted between ex-
tremities of the arms 86 is a heavy roller 87.
Pivotally mounted on the upper end of the
arms 85 is a box side engaging member 90.

‘The member 90 includes a channel iron mem-

ber 91, a face plate 92 which is substantially
the same size as the complete side of a box
which it is desired to press, and triangular
outer and inner plates 94 and 95 which are
disposed between the member 91 and the plate

92 and are welded to these so as to form a

rigid assembly. Disposed between the for-
ward ends of the plates 95 and coextensive
vertically therewith is a relatively heavy re-
inforcing plate of metal 98 which is secured

preferably by welding to the plate 92 and the

plate 95. The triangular plates 94 and 95

extend slightly above the upper edge of the

face plate 92 and support an upper fruit pro-
tecting guide 99 in the manner shown so that
this plate projects beyond the working face
of the face plate 92 a distance equal to the
thickness of sides used on a box to be handled
in the press 15. A center fruit protecting
guide 100 is provided on the working face of

the face plate 92 for a purpose to be described -

later.

The upper ends of the arms 85 are pivot-

ally connected by suitable pins to triangular
plates 95 and the box side engaging member
90 is held in the position in which it is shown
in Fig. 4 by pins 105 provided on the arms 85
and engaging the plates 95 as shown.
Threaded through suitable openings in

10
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the vertical frame members 35 and bearing
against the reinforcing plate 98 so as to form
rear stops for the side engaging ‘member 90
are bolts 106. These bolts are locked as by
a wire 107 threaded through suitable holes
in their heads:

‘The shaft 81 extends through a hub 110 of
a rocker 111 having arms 112 and 113. The
hub 110 is rigidly secured to the shaft 81.

Provided on corresponding ends of shafts
80 and 81 are a pair of arms 115 and 116, these
arms being connected by a spring 117 tend-
ing to rotate the shafts 80 and 81 in opposite
directions for a purpose to be described later.

Supported on the upper end of the arm 112
is a box side engaging member 118 which in-
cludes a channel iron member 119, face plate
120, vertical angle iron members 121, tri-
angular brackets 122 and 123 which are weld-
ed to the plate 120 and the member 119 so

- as to connect these as shown in Fig. 8. The

brackets 122 and 123 are similarly formed of
sheet metal to provide pockets 125 and 126,
the upper end of the arm 112 extending into
the pocket 126 and being pivotally connected,
to the bracket 123 by a pin 127. The side

-engaging member 118 is maintained in up-

right position with the rocker 111 in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 4 by a pin 130 provided
on the arm 112 and engaging the bracket 123.

. - The angle iron members 121 and bracket

122 extend about the upper edge of the face
plate 120 and support an upper fruit guard
132 in a position as shown, this guard being
disposed a distance in advance of the face
plate 120 equal to the thickness of a side on a
box to be handled by the press 15. Pro-
vided on the face plate 120 so as to extend
inwardly therefrom horizontally along the
center line thereof, is a middle fruit guard
133.

Rigidly mounted on outer faces of the ver-
tical angle iron' members 121 are roller
brackets 135 carrying rollers 136 in the man-

5 ner shown. Secured to the forward face of

the vertical slide bar 42 just beneath the lon-
gitudinal press frame member 19 as by screws
140 is an arm depressing finger 141. The
finger 141 projects over the rear end of the

arm 113 which is pivotally connected to a .

yoke 143 provided on a pull bar 144 which
extends downwardly, '

of the V-shaped plates 49 and secured there-

5 to by the same rivets which secure these

plates to the vertical members 85 is a pair of
brackets 147 upon which is pivotally mount-

ed by bolts 148 a pair of lever arms 149 which .

extend forward and upwardly at substantial-
ly the same angle as the lever 51 and are con-
nected at the forward end by a pedal plate
150. The foot plate 150 is disposed just in-
side of and on substantially the same level as
the foot plate 56. Secured to upper faces of
the bars 149 is a guide plate 152 having fin-

3

gers 153 which extend on opposite sides of
the ratchet-toothed bar 54 so as to guide the
lever arms 149 in their pivotal movement
about the bolts 148. Engaging the guide

- plate 152 so as to limit the upward movement

of the lever arms 149 is a stop 156 provided
on the ratchet bar 54 asshown in Fig. 4. Piv-
otally connected at their lower ends by pins
158 to the pair of levers 149 is a pair of links
159 and 160. Carried by the links 159 and
160 is a grab clutch 161. This includes a
metal head 162 formed on the upper end of
the link 159 and having an inner face 163
which bears against one side of the pull bar
143. The upper end of the link 160 has a
head 164 having inner face 165 which is
spaced from and disposed at an angle to the
opposite face of the pull bar 143.

Connecting the link heads 162 and 164 are
front and rear plates 167 which are attached
thereto as by suitable screws 168. Disposed
between the pull bar 143 and the inclined sur-
face 165 is a pinch roller 169 and a compres-
sion spring 170 which rests upon a floor 171
extending from the head 164 at the lower end
of the surface 165 and forces the pinch roller
169 upward into snug engagement with both
the pull bar 143 and the surface 165. The
surface 165 is at such an angle that when
the grab clutch 161 is pulled downwardly by
the links 159 or 160 the grab roller 169 will
bind between the surface 165 and the pull bar
143 and pull the bar 143 downwardly with
the clutch 161, and so that when the clutch
161 is moved upwardly the pinch roller 169
will readily slide upon the adjacent surface
of the bar 143. Provided on the channel
frame member 75 is a bracket 172 which ex-
tends over the head 164 and has a bolt 173 ad-
justably provided thereon so as to extend
downwardly and contact the roller 169 and
move this downward so as to prevent the
clutch 161 from grabbing the bar 143 while
the pair of levers 149 is in upward position.

Connecting to fittings 175 mounted on the
pins 158 and to the channel frame member
75 are coiled tension springs 176 which yield-
ably maintain the pair of levers 149 in up-
ward position as shown in Fig. 4.

Referring now specifically to Figs. 12 to
17 inclusive, a standard California orange

; . shipping box 180 is made up as follows:
Disposed against the upper and lower ends

The bottom slats 181 are nailed solidly
against lower faces of end pieces 182 and a
middle partition 183. Side slats 184 and 185
are then secured to the opposite side edges
of the end pieces 182 and the middle -parti-
tion 183 in the manner shown in Figs. 12,
14 and 16 by nails 186.

* No special equipment is shown for making
up the box 180 in the manner described, as
this can readily be done by hand. Each box
180 has a lid or cover 188, this preferably in-
cluding four slats 189 connected at their ends,
as shown, by cleats 190,
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- The operation of my invention is as fol-
lows: ' _

As previously mentioned, the drawings
illustrate the operation of my method and ap-
paratus in the packing of oranges, and or-
anges of the size of 176 to the box are chosen
for illustrative purposes, although the meth-
od works equally well with any of the other
commercial sizes of fruit. .

The “176” pack in general use in California,

includes five layers of fruit packed in the box
as shown in Figs. 12 to 15 inclusive. Fig.

12 shows the bottom layer, which is the same

as the middle and top layers. The second and
fourth layers, instead of having three rows

_ of four and two rows of three oranges in each

20

25

30

end of the box, have three rows of three and
two rows of four oranges.

The view of Fig. 18 shows the disposition
of oranges as it would theoretically appear if
the fruit were perfect spheres without hav-
ing a cushion of paper between them and
without being pushed down upon each other
by the packer. In actual practice the fruit to-
ward the end of the box is pushed down to-
ward the bottom more than that toward the
middle, this causing the fruit toward the
middle to stand up and support the middle of
the 1id 188 even after this is nailed tight as
shown in Fig. 11, this being what is known as
a “high pack.” -

The views in Figs. 12 to 15 are drawn to

- scale and the oranges indicated in these views

are of correct diameter for the “176” size.
Tt is thus seen that the lower layer of fruit
when placed in the expanded box 180 has just
enough room to be snugly placed in the box

- without crowding the fruit. The space which

40

50

thus accommodates the fruit is one inch wider
than the normal interior space in the ordi-
nary California orange shipping box, owing
to the fact that each pair of side slats 184 and
185 is disposed one-half inch from the ad-
jacent side edgés of the ends and partition of

- the box 180.

Continuing the operation of my process,
the box 180 is rolled over the track 18 into
place coextensive with and resting against the
side engaging member 90. The lower guard
strip 100 thus extends between the side slats
185 and the upper guard 99 is disposed just
above the upper edge of the upper slat 185 for
a purpose to be made clear later. :

The operator of the cover and side press 15

5. now places the lid 188 over the box 180 in .

a position shown and steps upon the foot
pedal 56 in a manner to depress this without
moving the foot plate 150. Depressing the
foot pedal 56 draws down upon the vertical

slide bar 42 and presses end portions of the

lid 188 against the fruit in the box 180. As
desired, the lid may or may not at this time
be brought. with its ends in actual contact
with the box ends 182.

In its downward movement, the slide bar

‘wardly until the bolt 173 engages the

1,820,230

42 carries with it the depressing finger 141
which rotates the rocker 111 on its shaft 81
bringing the side engaging member 118 into
contact with the side slats 184 so that the
middle guard strip 133 extends between the

slats 184 and the upper guard strip 132 ex-

tends along the top edge of the uppermost of

‘these slats. With this rotation of the rocker

111 the pull bar 144 is lowered a slight dis-
tance through the grab clutch 161. As the
lever 51 swings downwardly the pawl 60 en-
gages with teeth on the ratchet-toothed guide

ar 54 and retains this lever in position when
the foot is removed. _

With the side engagement member 118 con-
tacting the box side slats 184 the rollers 136
engage outer surfaces of the box ends 182 so
as to prevent any tendency of expansion of
these during the pressing in of the sides of
the box 180. ’

It is desired to point out here that the ad-
justment screws 106 as shown in Fig. 7 are
positioned so that when the foot levers 51 and
149 are in inactive position there will be suf-
ficient space between the lower edge of the
rocker arm 113 and the roller 87, journalled
between the rocker arms 86, so that the de-
pression of the foot pedal 56 sufficiently to
bring the side engagement member 118
against the box side slats 184 will just bring
the rocker arm 113 into contact with the
roller 87. ' ' : ,

The operator now steps upon the foot plate
150 bringing it downward with his entire
weight. This moves the grab clutch 161
downwardly, pulling with it the pull bar 144
and . further swinging the rocker 111 so that
the side engagement member 118 presses the
side slats 182 snugly against the ends and
partition of the box 180, driving home the
nails 186 in these slats. '

As the rocker arm- 118 is in contact with
the roller 87 at the commencement of the
down stroke of the grab clutch 161 the rock-

ers 84 and 85 are also rotated about the:shaft
.80 so as to press in the side slats 185 concur-

rently with the pressing of the side slats 184.
During the pressing in of the side slats of the
box 180 the fruit is guarded against being
cut by edges of these slats by the guards 99
and 100 on one side and 132 and 133 on the
other side, these guards lying, as previously
described, in the same vertical plane as the
side slats adjacent thereto. =~ - . -

The foot i1s now removed from Xhe -pedal
150 permitting the levers 149 to swing up-

ab
roller 169, disengaging the grab clutchgifil
from the pull down bar 143.-
spring 117 the rockers 84, 85 and 111 are ro-

%rged by the
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tated until the rocker arm 113 contacts the de- .

pressing finger 141 and the roller 87 engages

the lower face of this rocker arm.
The pressing in of the side slats 184 and
185 drives the nails 186 into the ends and
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partition of the box 180 as shown in Fig. 17
so that when the box side engagement mem-
bers 90 and 118 draw away the slats 184 and
185 are left nailed tightly to the box ends
and partition as shown in Fig. 15.

If the cover 188 has not previously been
brought snugly against the box end 182 by
depression of the foot lever 51, this may be
done now and the cover nailed to the box ends

"by hand or by an automatic nailing machine

which might easily be incorporated with the
cover press 16 in a manner well known in the
art.

By engaging the catch 59 with the foot and-

slightly depressing the pedal 50 the dog 60
can be disengaged from the ratchet-guide 54
and the lever 51 permitted to return upward
to normal, thus lifting the cover depressors
44 from the cover 188 so that the box 180 is
free to be shoved along the roller conveyer
18 onto a discharge conveyer (not shown)
which is associated therewith. A metal strap
191 is now applied to the box in a manner
shown in Fig. 11 and the box 180 is ready for

- - shipment. ,

There are many advantages to the packing
process of my invention, some of these being
set forth as follows:

As before mentioned, no change is made

.« in the character of the container as it ap-

pears when ready for shipment. Also there
is no necessity for packing any different sizes

. of fruit in the box than the commercial sizes

packed at present. A very great advantage

45 1nthe process results from the ease with which

the fruit may be placed into the box when
the side slats are in expanded position. " An

. example of this is easily seen in the scale

du

@
-t
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N

drawings shown in Figs. 12 to 15 inclusive.
The common practice is to take a box with
the sides nailed tightly against the ends and
partition as shown in Fig. 15 and in packing
“176’s” to place this fruit in the box accord-
ing to the plan-illustrated. Thus the lower
layer of fruit as shown in Fig. 12 in an ex-
panded box is packed by hand into unex-
panded beoxes. As the first layer of fruit is
placed in the expanded box the pieces of fruit
are just in contact with each other so that no

50 special pressure is necessary to force any

piece of fruit.into its proper place. In the
method in common use four longitudinal
rows, that is, two rows of four and two rows
of three would be placed in the box, and the

5 last row. of four oranges would have to be

squeezed into a'space which is one inch less
in width than the width of the space provided
in the expanded box for this fruit. In pack-
ing according to the common practice, there-

fore, the last row of fruit in each tier must

be pushed into this inadequate space, which
results in consumption of considerable of the
packer’s time and frequently in the damaging
of the fruit by the fingers of inexperienced
packers. In my process the possibility of

.5

damaging the fruit in this manner is entire-
ly eliminated because sufficient room is pro-
vided to place each piece of fruit in its
proper position without applying any force.
This saves a great deal of the packer’s time,
as approximately one-third of the time of
packing a box is spent in pushing into place
the last rows of fruit in the various tiers. In
packing oranges by hand, therefore, my proc-
ess permits a sufficient increase in speed of
packing so as to save one cent or more per
box in packing costs.

In addition to lowering the cost of pack-
ing fruit by hand, my method also provides
a logical basis for a packing machine which
will take the place of hand labor and elimi-
nate the problem of obtaining skilled packing
labor in widely varying quantities through-
out the year. ‘

While I have shown and described the
process and apparatus of my invention as
adapted for the packing of oranges, it is to
be understood that it may be used equally
well in packing many other kinds of fruits
and vegetables and that although the dis-
closure is of a specific embodiment of my ap-
paratus many changes and modifications may
be made therein without departing from the
spirit of the invention or the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

What I claim is:

1. A method of packing fruit which con-
sists in grouping a plurality of pieces of fruit
in a confined space larger than that in which
it is desired to ship it, compressing said fruit
in at least two directions to bring it into the
proper shipping space, and completely confin-
ing said fruit in a suitable container for ship-
ment having a materially smaller volume

than said original space into which said fruit -

was grouped.

2. A method of packing fruit which con-
sists in grouping a plurality of pieces of fruit
in a confined but uncovered space to form a
body or fruit- substantially conforming to
said space, covering said space, and com-
pressing said body from a face other than
that covered, to form a relatively tight pack.

3. A method of packing fruit which con-
sists in grouping a plurality of pieces of fruit
in a confined but uncovered space to form a
body of fruit substantially conforming to
said space, covering said space, and compress-
ing said body from a substantially vertical
face to form a relatively tight pack.

4. A method of packing fruit which con-
sists in grouping a plurality of pieces of fruit
in a confined but uncovered space to form a
body of fruit substantially conforming to
said space, and compressing said body both
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from a side and the top thereof to form a rela-

tively tight pack. -

5. A method of packing fruit which con-
sists in packing the fruit in a container in
which one of the fruit supporting members
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of said container is disposed in a relatively
expanded position, and moving said membe
inwardly to compress said fruit. :

6. A method of packing fruit which con- -
sists in packing the fruit in an open container
in which one of the fruit confining members
of said container is disposed in a relatively
expanded position,.covering said container,
and moving said member inwardly to com-
press said fruit. :

7. A method of packing fruit in a box hav-
ing side, bottom and end members and a lid,
and which consists in packing the fruit rela-
tively loosely in said box while open and with
one of said members disposed in an expanded
position, and relatively tightly confining said
fruit by moving said member inwardly and
lidding said box.

8. A method of packing fruit in a box hav-
ing side, bottom and end members and a lid,
and which consists in packing the fruit rela-
tively loosely in said box while open and with
one of said side members disposed in an ex-
panded position, and relatively tightly con-
fining said fruit by moving said side mem-
ber inwardly and lidding said box.

- 9. A method of packing fruit in a box hav-
ing a lid, base members and a pressure mem-
ber applied to said base members by nails,
said method consisting in making up said box

~with said pressure member spaced from one

or more of said base members and with said
nails, at said spaced points being driven
through said pressure member and into said
oné or more of said base members, packing
the fruit relatively loosely in said box while
open, and confining said fruit relatively
tightly by pressing in said pressure member
so as to drive said nails further into said
one or more of said base members and lidding
said box. ' ‘
10. A method of packing fresh fruit in a
shipping container which consists in prepar-
ing said container with the lid off and hav-
ing an interior space with an abnormally -
large net cubical content, packing said fruit

" in said container loosely, compressing said
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container so as to substantially and perma-
nently decrease said interior space and com-
press said fruit, and lidding said container.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set

-my hand at Los Angeles, California, this
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-18th day of June, 1929.

EDWARD F. MEER.



