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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, MiLAN S. BARKER, of
Eugene, in the county of Lane and State of
Oregon, have invented a new and Improved
Trap-Gun, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription. )

The object of the invention is to provide a-
new and improved trap gun, which is simple
and durablein construction, very effectivein
operation,andarranged to automaticallyshoot
and kill animals trapped by it.

The invention consists of certain parts and
details, and combinations of the same, as will
be hereinafter described and thenpointed out
in the claims. :

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in whieh similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1is a plan view of theimprovement
folded tip. Fig. 2 is'a side -elevation of the
same. Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional plan
view of the improvement. Fig. 4is a trans-
verse section of the same on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 3; and Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the
breech: end of the barrel.

The improved trap gun is provided with a
barrel A provided on one side with a bolt B
engaging the fork end C’of apostCadapted
to be set in the ground to support the barrel
A, a suitable distance above the ground and
in any desired angular position. By screw-
ing up the nut of the bolt B the members of
the fork C” are pressed toward each other so
as to securely hold the barrel A in the de-
sired position on the upper end of the post C.

On the breeech end of thebarrel A is held re-
movably a breech block D made in the shape
of a cap fitting over the end of the barreland
provided on opposite sides with L-shaped
notches D’ adapted to be engaged by lugs E
projecting from the barrel A diametrically
opposite each other, as plainly shown in the
drawings. It will be seen that by this ar-
rangement the breech block D can be readily
removed from the barrel A, by giving a short
turn to the breech block to move the longi-
tudinal part of the notches D’ in alignment
with the lngs E and then pulling the breech

the barrel.

In order to hold the breech block D in a
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locked position at the time the lugs Eare en-
gaged in the fransverse part of the notches

. D’, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4,1 provide a

spring F secured by an eye bolt or rivet G to
the outside of the breech block D, thefreeend
of the said spring passing threugh an aper-
ture D? in the breech block to engage notches
A’, A? formed in the breech end of the barrel
A, as plainly shown in Fig. 5. The inner
free end F’ of the spring Fis adapted to
travel from one notch A’ to the other notch
A?af the time the breech block D is put on
the barrel A in the manner above described,
so that when thelugs E engage the transverse
part of the notches D’, then the end F’rests
in the notch A? thus holding and locking the
breech block to the barrel A.

The extreme inner end ¥’ of the spring F
is adapted to engage the rim of the cartridge
fired in the barrel A,so that when the breech
bloek D isremoved after firing, thesaid spring
F'serves asa cartridge extractor, the cartridge
then being held in the breech block on re-
moving the same from the barrel, thus with-
drawing the cartridge from the latter. The
eye bolt or rivet G for securing the spring F
to the breech bloek formsa bearingfor a bait
rod H extending forwardly alongside the bar-
rel A to pass through a second bearing G’
near the muzzle end of the barrel to finally
extend a suitable distance beyond the muz-
zle end, as plainly shown in the drawings.

The forward pointed end of the bait rod H
is provided with eyes H’ or other suitablede-
vices for securely holding the baitin placeon
the end of the rod projecting beyond the muz-
zle of the barrel. The rear end of the bait
rod H is eonnected with one end of the trig-
ger I pivoted at I’ in an extension D®formed
on one sideof the breech block D.” Theswing-
ing movement of the trigger I is limifted by
the end I? engaging a slot D* formed in one
end of the extension D3 as will be readily un-
derstood by reference to Figs. 1 and 3.

In the extension D? in front of the trigger
1 is pivoted at J’ the hammer J provided with
a firing pin K adapted to pass through a fir-
ing hole D’ in the end of the breech block D
to fire the cartridge located in the barrel A,
and abutting against the end of the breech
block in the usual manner. A spring L is
held with one end in the breech block below
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the opening D* in the extension D? and con-
nects at the other end with the hammer J and
stands in alignment with the pivot J at the
time the hammer is cocked as shown -in Fig.
3. The spring serves to swing the hammer J
inwardly to move the firing pin K in contact
with the cartridge to fire the same whenever
the hammer is sufficiently started inward to
move the spring out of alignment with the
pivot J’ of the hammer. :

The front end J?of thehammer J is adapted
to ‘be engaged by a projection I? formed on
the trigger I, and serving to start the hammer
on its inward movement over a central posi-
tion to cause the spring L to finally force the
hammer inward to fire the cartridge, if the
rod be pushed ashereinaffer mentioned. The
outward swinging motion of the hammer J is
limited by a set screw N held in the triggerI.
The free end of the hammer J is also adapted

to be engaged on its back by a curved exten-

sion II® formed on the rear end H? of the rod
H, so that in case the rod I is pulled instead
of being pushed, the said extension H? en-
gages the back of the hammer J, to start the
same inward until it passes a central position
to cause the spring L to finish the movement
of the hammer for firing the cartridge. The
end H? of the rod H extends through an
elongated longitudinally-extending slot I* in
the trigger I, so that the rod X can be moved
forward without disturbing the position of
the trigger I;at the same time moving the ex-
tension H? in contact with the hammer J to
start the same, as above described. When,
however, a rearward push is exerted on the

. rod H by the animal striking the pointed
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end H’ thereof, then the rear end I? imparts
an outward swinging motion to the trigger I
so that the projection I? acting on the end J?
of the hammer J starts the same in its in-
ward swinging motion for firing, as above de-
seribed.

Now, when the barrel A is loaded and set.

in the proper position above the ground and
the hammer J is set ready for firing as illus-
trated in Fig. 3, then a pull or push exerted
on the rod H by the animal engaging the
front end of the rod causes the hammer J to

swing inward fo fire the cartridge, thus shoot- .

ing the animal, as the latter stands at the
muzzle end of the barrel. The operator can
conveniently reload the gun by removing the
breech block D in the manner above de-
scribed, thus extracting the cartridge, then
inserting: a new cartridge, and again placing
the breech block in position. The hammerJ

is then swung outward beyond its.central po-.

sition, and the rod H is moved rearward until
the end I® reaches the rear end of the slot I4
The device is then again ready to be set off
by the animal exerting a pull or push on the
rod H.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1.. The combination with the barrel open at

both endsof a -ecap-like breech block inclosing
the breech, removable therefrom and earry-
ing the firing mechanism, and a means forre-
leasing the firing mechanism, substantially
as forth. -

2. The combination with the barrel pro-
vided with a removable cap-like breech block
connected therewith by a bayonet joint, of the

firing mechanism carried by the said block,

and means for releasing the firing mechanism,
substantially-as set forth.

3. The combination with the barrel of the
removable cap-like breech block connected
therewith by a bayonet joint, of a spring for
preventing the rotation of the said block on
the breech, substantially as set forth. )

4. The combination with the barrel and its
removable breech block, of a combined lock-
ing and shell extracting spring cawgned by tl;e
block to lock the sameagainst accidental dis-
placement and extract the shell by the act of
removing the block, substantially asset forth.

5. The combination with the barrel, of the
hammer J, pivoted to the breech thereof a
plate spring L engaging the hammer on its
inner edge above its pivot, to hold the ham-
mer swung outward and also to project it in-
wardly for firing, a trigger mechanism limit-
ing the outward movement of the hammer
and also adapted toimpart the initial inward
movementthereto and a bait holder connected
to the trigger substantially as set forth.

6. The combination with the barrel, of ,’_che
hammer pivoted to the breechthereof,aspring
bearing on the hammer in front of and above
its pivot to hold it retracted and also to pro-
jeet it, a trigger pivoted above the hammer
and provided with a projection I® engaging
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the upper end J? of the hammer; the said -

trigger extending down along the back of the
hammer and provided with a transverse slot
I¢ below the lower end of the trigger, and the
bait rod having a laterally bent end extend-
ing through said slot I* and provided with an
extension IT% engaging the lower end of the
trigger, substantially as set forth.

- 7. The combination with the hammer J
pivoted atJ’and having a spring L to throw
it and also to hold it retracted and the trigger
I pivoted at I’ and extending downward along
theback of the hammer fo a point therebelow;
the frigger being provided with a set serew
Nlimiting theoutward movement of the ham-
mer against the action of its spring and a
bait rod connected with the lower end of the
trigger, substantially as set forth.

8. The combination with the eap - like
breech block D provided with paraliel longi-
tudinal flanges D% D® and having a slot D4,
of the hammer J pivoted near its upper end
between said flanges, a spring L engaging the
hammer above and in front.of its pivot to
hold it retracted and also to throw it, the trig-
ger I pivoted at 1’ between the flanges and
extending down along the back of the ham-
mer; the forward extremity I? of the trigger
entering the slot D* and its projection I° en-
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gaging the upper end J? of the trigger, and a
bait rod connected with the lower end of the
trigger, substantially as set forth.

9. The combination with the hammer of a
spring engaging the hammer in front of and
above its pivot to throw it and also to hold it
when swungoutward tillthe end of the spring
and the pivot are about in line, means for
limiting such outward movement of the ham-
mer and releasing mechanism engaging the
hammer to move it inwardly until the end of
the spring passes upwardly beyond the ham-
mer pivot, substantially as set forth.

10. The combination with the hammer J
pivoted at J’, of a spring L engaging the for-
ward edge of the hammer just above pivot J’
to throw the hammer and also to hold it when
swung outward till the free end of the spring
is brought into line with said pivot, and op-
positely movable releasing devices engaging
each end of the hammer at its opposite edges,
substantially as set forth.

MILAN 8. BARKER.

Witnesses:

N. A. SMITH,
M. B. HUNTLY.

15




