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1. 
This invention relates to toilet appliances, and 

more particularly to an improved mitt for use in 
Soaping and cleaning the skin. The customary 
Wash cloth, usually of terry fabric. or so-called 
Turkish toweling, tends to become a mere lump 
when held in the hand and is not easy to hold in 
such away as to afford an extended surface for con 
tact with the skin. Such a wash cloth is especially 
troublesome to use when bathing children who 
have no interest in the process and usually turn 
and twist so that the wash cloth can not be at all 
effectively applied. The present invention has for 
its object the provision of a soaping and washing 
appliance which provides a large, extended sur 
face for contact with the skin; which may read 
ily be held in properly extended position and 
Without danger of being dropped when in use; 
which conforms automatically to the palm and 
fingers of the hand, thus greatly facilitating any 
desired massaging action; which may readily be 
put on and removed from the user's hand; which 
is strong and durable and readily washed and 
sterilized if desired, and which may be made eas 
ily and cheaply and, if desired, be of a pleasing 
Ornamental appearance. Other and further ob 
jects and advantages of the invention will be 
pointed out in the following more detailed de 
Scription and by reference to the accompanying 
drawings, wherein. 

Fig. 1 is a rear elevation of the complete mitt, 
Fig. 2 is a diagrammatic, fragmentary section 

substantially on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary elevation of the Wrist 

portion of the mitt turned inside out; 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary, diagrammatic section 

on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3; and 
Fig. 5 is an elevation of a short length of a de 

sirable form of reinforcing tape for use in mak 
ing the mitt. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral des 
ignates the hand portion of the mitt and 2 the 
Wrist portion. Preferably this mitt is without Sep 
arate thumb and finger portions So that the en 
tire hand may be housed in a single compartment, 
thus giving entire freedom to the thumb and 
fingers in applying pressure, through the mate 
rial of the mitt, to the skin. 
As here illustrated (Fig. 2), the mitt Com 

prises a back member 3 and a front member 4, 
each preferably of a pervious textile fabric pref 
erably of a more or less rough textured type, such, 
for example, as terry cloth or Turkish toweling. 
Each of the front and rear members comprises a 
hand or body portion and a Wrist portion, these 
portions preferably being integral. As illustrated 
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2 
in Fig. 2, the wrist portion is provided with a lin 
ing comprising the parts 5 and 6. Which are se 
cured at the inside of the wrist portions of the 
front and rear members. Preferably these lin 
ing members extend from the opening at the 
wrist only approximately as far as the junction 
of the wrist and hand portions of the Initt, thus 
providing a single thickness of material at the 
hand portion through which the thumb and fin 
ger's may apply the desired. Washing pressure, 
However, if preferred, it is contemplated that 
the lining may extend throughout the entire area. 
of the hand portion of the mitt as well as the Wrist. 
portion. Preferably the lining is made of some 
smooth surfaced material, for instance a satin. 
weave fabric or a fabric. of some Smooth yarn such 
as rayon. The employment of a Smooth lining 
fabric at the wrist portion of the mitt facilitates 
the operation of pulling the mitt Orland removing 
it. En order to retain the mitt Securely in place 
when drawn over the hand, the back member 3 is. 
preferably provided, at its inner side, with a 
transversely extending contractile element. T, for 
instance a piece of elastic webbing. TEhis elastic 
webbing is secured while in stretched condition to 
the member 3, for example by a sewed seam is 
and when it is released it tends to contract the 
member 3 transversely at the Wrist portion. So as 
to decrease the size of the opening through which 
the hand may be inserted into the hand portion 
of the mitt. While it is contemplated that a sin 
ilar contractile member may be associated With 
the front member of the mitt, this is not necessary 
as the mitt is retained in place a Frply Well by the 
use of a single elastic element at the back of the 
mitt, and the front or palm portion of the mitt 
is thus left unwrinkled. 

Fhe members 3 and 4 are of substantially the 
same size and shape, and in assembling the parts 
are arranged with their friargins in registry. In 
order to impart the desired strength to the mitt 
(sinee terry cloth or similar material is not par 
ticularly strong), the present invention contem 
plates the provision of a strip of reinforcing ma 
terial, for example textile tape, which is inter 
posed between the margins of the front and rear 
members, except at the wrist opening--the front 
and rear members and the interposed tape being 
united by a sewed searn f2. En assembling the 
parts, the members 3 and 4 are placed wrong side 
out in registry with the tape between them, and, 
after the seam 2 has been formed, the mitt is 
turned inside out so that a finished edge is thus 
provided. Preferably the tape employed is such 
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as shown at T in Fig. 5. This tape comprises a 
series of U-shaped bights C of heavy cord secured 
together to form a continuous body portion by 
a Series of closely parallel sewed seams S, the ends 
of the bights C of COrd being frayed out to form 
a fringe. The seam 2 passes through the body 
portion of this tape, and when the mitt is turned, 
the fringe portion F forms a highly ornamental 
border for the mitt, particularly if the tape T be 
of a color which contrasts with the terry cloth 
forming the members 3 and 4. 
At the wrist portion, where the lining members - 

5 and 6 are employed, the lining members are as 
sembled with the members 3 and 4 before the lat 
ter are united and the seams (Fig. 4) are first 
formed and then the lining members 5 and 6 are 
turned backwardly, the reinforcing tape 8 is in 
terposed between the parts 3 and 4, as above de 
scribed, and the seam 2 is formed. 
At the Wrist opening, the margins of the parts 

3 and 4 and the lining members 5 and 6 are 
turned inwardly, and pieces of reinforcing tape 
9 and 10, for example like the tape T, are inter 
posed between the inturned edges, and the parts 
are secured together by Sewed seams, the pieces 
9 and 0 of tape thus forming a reinforce for the 
edge of the opening at the wrist, and, if of orna 
mental character, providing an ornamental bor 
der for this opening. The linings are secured at 
their inner edges to the members 3 and 4 by 
stitched seams at 3. 
In use, the user thrusts the hand through the 

Wrist opening and into the single large Com 
partment K at the hand portion of the mitt, 
and may now freely employ the palm portion 
of the mitt in the same way as an ordinary Wash 
cloth for applying soap and water and for scrub 
bing and massaging the skin but without any 
danger that the appliance will drop from the 
hand, the thumb and fingers having complete 
freedom of action so that the Surface of the 
mitt which is being used may be held extended 
or curved to conform to the particular portion 
of the anatomy which is being scrubbed. While 
the mitt remains on the hand very securely and 
it may nevertheless be withdrawn merely by tak 
ing hold of the fingertip end of the mitt With the 
other hand and pulling the hand from out the 
mitt, the smooth surface lining assisting in this 
operation. The mitt is of such simple construc 
tion that it may easily be made by relatively 
unskilled labor; it requires little material; and is 
so simple in construction that it is easily laun 
dered and readily sterilized, if desired, since it 
contains no metallic parts which might be in 
jured or corroded by Such treatment. 
Since the margin of each of the pieces 3 and 

4 is bordered by the strong and flexible reinforc 
ing tape, the mitt is very durable and will with 
stand a great deal of hard usage and stretching 
without danger of tearing at the seams. 
While tape such as shown at T is very desir 

able for the purpose since it combines strength, 
flexibility and ornamental character, it is con 
templated that tape of other type may be em 
ployed, and that While a portion of the tape here 
disclosed projects outwardly so as to be exposed 
to view for its ornamental effect, the tape need 
not so project but may be so arranged as to be 
flush With the edges of the members 3 and 4 
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4. 
along the margins of the mitt. While, as here 
Suggested, the back of the mitt is of the same 
material as the front, since this provides added 
Wear, it is contemplated that the back of the 
mitt may be of other material than the front, 
in particular that it need not be of pervious ma 
terial and thus may be chosen Solely for its 
ornamental appearance, if desired. 
While One desirable embodiment of the inven 

tion has been shown and described by way of 
example, it is to be understood that the inven 
tion is not to be regarded as limited to this pre 
cise arrangement but is to be limited only in 
respect to the terms of the appended claim. 
We claim: 
A bath mitt of the kind having but a single 

accessible compartment, said compartment being 
designed and of a size and shape to accommo 
date the user's hand, including the thumb and 
fingers and also the wrist, the mitt having a 
wrist opening for the insertion and withdrawal 
of the user's hand, and comprising like front and 
back members each of rough-textured textile fab 
ric, each comprising a hand portion and a wrist 
portion integral thereWith, said front and back 
members being of Substantially the same size 
and shape and having their edges in registry and 
constituting respectively the front and rear Walls 
of said compartment, a strip of strong rein 
forcing tape interposed between the margins of 
the front and rear members except at the wrist 
opening, a sewed seam uniting said margins 
and the interposed tape, a lining of Smooth Sur 
faced fabric at the inner side of the Wrist portion 
of each of the front and rear members thereby 
to facilitate donning and doffing of the mitt, 
means Securing the linings in place, a length of 
normally contracted but extensible elastic web 
bing interposed between One of said Smooth lin 
ings and the associated rough textured fabric 
member, Stitching uniting the length of elastic 
webbing to the rough-textured fabric member 
With which it is associated, the elastic webbing 
being so arranged as to tend transversely to con 
tract the rough textured fabric member to which 
it is Secured, and reinforcing tape interposed 
between each of Said rough-textured fabric mem 
bers and its respective lining at the Wrist open 
ing and secured in place by a sewed seam thereby 
to provide a finished edge, the reinforcing tape 
bordering the mitt proper and also that border 
ing the Wrist opening comprising an ornamental 
fringe portion which projects outwardly from 
the parts between which it is interposed. 
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