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My invention relates to children’s cribs and
more particularly to novel means for supporting
the mattress frames of such cribs.

It is an object of my invention to prov1de an
adjustable support mechanism for the mattress
frame of a crib which is arranged so that it can
he operated with little effort and by simple ma-
nipulations of the hand to adjust the mattress

frame to different elevations and/or inclinations.

It is another object to provide a support mech-
anism which is safe and not likely to cause in-
jury to a child in the crib, and it is a further ob-
ject to provide a novel means for safeguarding
such mechanism from the child. o

It is a further object to provide a support for
a mattress frame which permits different cor-
ners of the frame to be adjusted individually to
different elevations.

Other objects are to provide such a support
mechanism in novel association with a guide for
a, movable side panel of the crib and to provide
such a support mechanism which ‘is economlcal
to manufacture.

Other and allied objects and features of my
invention will more fully appear from the follow-
ing description and the appended claims,

In the description, reference is had to the ac-
companying drawings, of which:

Figure 1 is a horizontal sectional view of the
crib in which my invention is incorporated, taken
on the line i~ of Figure 2;

Figure 2 is a fractional elevatmnal view of al

corner portion of the crib to larger scale, show-
ing the support mechanism at that corner of the
crib for the mattress frame, accordmg to my in-
vention;

Pigure 3 is a fractional horizontal sectlon taken
on the line 3—3 of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a fractional vertical section taken
on the line 4—4 of Figure 3; and

Figure 5 is a fractional vertical section taken
on the line 5—5 of Figure 4.

The frame structure of the present crib com-

prises two end sections | and two side panels 2.

Typically, the end sections have corner posts {a
and the side panels have top and bottom hori-
zontal rails 2a¢. The end sections and side panels
are joined at the corners of the crib by vertical

rods 3 spaced from the inner sides of the end -

sections and mounted on the corner posts there-
of. The rods have for example their top por-
tions bent over and secured by -union couplings 4
to studs (not shown) in the end ‘sections. and
are held to the posts at the bottom by brackets 5.
The end portions of the rails 2¢ are apertured
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2
and embrace the rods slidably so that the side
panels may be raised and lowered. Typically,
there are provided latches for holding the side
panels in raised position but such latches need
not be ‘shown in the present case. To prevent
mechanical shock when the side panels are
dropped from a raised position, there are pro-
vided compression springs 6 on the rods 3 above
the brackets 5 against which the side panels may
impinge.

The crib structure carries a mattress frame 1
comprising end and side angle irons 8 and 8
joined by rivets 10 at the ends. Between these
angle irons theére is a screen 11 held taut by
tension springs Ilg. This matiress frame is sup-
ported adjustably -at the corners by adjustable
supporting mechanisms 12. My invention is con-
cerned especially with these mechanisms where-
fore the mechanisms are herein next described in
detail.

T provide a separate and independent adjust-
able supporting mechanism {2 at each corner of
the crib. Since these mechanisms are identical
2 disclosure of one will suffice for all. Each of
these mechanisms is mounted on an end section |
between the guide rod 3 and corner post la.
Each mechanism comprises a vertical track 13
spaced from the corner post at the ends by
spacers 14 and held to the post by screws I15. The
tracks are metal bars provided with catches 16
at intervals therealong. The catches may be any
means having horizontal surfaces exposed at the
top and are formed simply by punching lugs {6a
from the central portions of the tracks at infer-
vals, the lugs being at the side of the tracks ad-
jacent the corner posts as illustrated in Figures
2 and 5. Mounted on this track is a slide member
i7. This slide member lies adjacent the side of
the track opposite the corner post (herein re-
ferred to as the inner side of the track) and has
two sets of side lugs 18 which embrace the outer
side of the track to retain the slide member there-
to. Between these lugs 18 there is a set of in-
wardly-turned lugs 19 between which there is a
latch pawl 20. This pawl has a pair of ears 21
pivoted by a crosspin 22 to the Iugs 19 as shown
in Figure 5. The lower leg 20a of this hawl passes
through an opening 23 in the slide member and
is urged against the track 13 under pressure of
a, torsional spring 24 provided on the pin 22,
Upon raising the slide member the pawl engages
automatically the catches 16 in succession and
latches the slide member at each catch against
downward movement,. For releasing the pawl to
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permit the slide member to be lowered, the pawl
has a too portion forming a fingerpiece 20b.

The slide member has at its lower end two in-
wardly-turned lugs 25 to which is pivoted a hang-
er 26. This hanger is in the form of a crank,
having an inner arm depending below the slide
member which engages a slot 27 in the side angle
iron 9 of the mattress frame. This slot is open at
the bottom to permit the frame to be readily at-
tached to and detached from the hanger. Pref-
erably the slot is inclined downwardly and in-
wardly, and is spaced slightly inwardly from the
support mechanism {2 as indicated in Pigure 2.
T'o prevent lateral disengagement. of the mattress
frame from the hanger the latter is provided
with a head 26 at the end thereof.

Directly above the fingerpiece 286 of the pawl
there is a horizontal Iug 28 on the slide member
which bridges the space between the track 3
and rod 3 and embraces the rod. This lug 28
rigidifies the intermediate portion of the rod 3
and serves as a fingerpiece for raising and lower-
ing the slide member, it having preferably a side
tab 28a¢ for this latter purpose as shown in Fig-
ures 1 and 3. Additionally, this lug serves as a
guard as is herein next explained.

It is important that crib mechanisms having
moving parts shall not project into the crib or
be accessible from the inside of the crib so that
a child may not injure himself thereon. 'These
desired objectives dre accomplished by placing
the adjusting mechanism {2 between the rod 3
and end section | and providing the mechanism
with the lug 28 at the top thereof. In so doing,
the rod 3 serves as a guard along the side of the
mechanism and the lug 28 as a guard across the
top of the mechanism to prevent the child from
having access thereto.

A further feature of the present supporting
mechanism for a mattress frame is that it per-
mits easy and individual adjustment of the four
corners of the frame independently of each
other. 'This is advantageous in that it enables
a frail person to adjust the frame without dif-
ficulty. For instance, to adjust a corner of the
frame to higher position one need only take
hold of the tab 28a¢ and raise it to-an appropriate
level, for the pawl 20 will automatically engage
© the next higher catch 1§ and there latch the
frame against lowering. To lower the frame one
grips the tab 28a between the thumb and fore-
finger, placing the forefinger in the space between
the rod 3 and the fingerpiece 20b of the pawl.
Thus, in one operation of the hand, one may re-
lease the pawl and lower the frame to the de-
sired position. In no case though can the mat-
tress frame be let drop because the head of the
bottom screw 15 forms a stop which prevents the
slide member from dropping off the track #3.

While T have herein illustrated an individual
support mechanism at each of the four corners
of the crib to permit the mattress frame to be
adjusted to different elevations and inclinations,
it will be understood that I may provide only
two of such mechanisms at one end of the crib
in cases where it is desired only to adjust the in-
clination of the frame.

The embodiment of my invention herein shown
and described is intended to be illustrative and
not limitative of my invention as the same is sub-
ject to changes and modifications without de-
parture from the scope thereof, which I-endeavor
to express according to the following claims.

I claim:

1, In a crib comprising end sections, vertical

10

4

guide members supported thereby, a movable
side panel slidably mounted on said guide mem-~
bers and a mattress frame: an adjustable sup-
port for said mattress frame comprising vertical
tracks at the corners of said crib adjacent said
guide members; a series of catches at infervals
along said tracks; slide members engaging said
tracks and slidable vertically therealong, said
slide members having apertured portions embrac-
ing said guide members for rigidifying the latter;
means for attaching the corner portions of said
mattress frame to said slide members respec-

" ‘tively; and latch pawls mounted on said slide
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5

members and spring-biased to engage said
catches for holding the respective corner por-
tions of said mattress frame at different eleva-
tions, said lateh pawls being releasable inde-
pendently of one another to permit individual
adjustment of the four corners of said mattress
frame.

2. In a crib comprising end sections, vertical
guide members supported by said end sections in
spaced relation thereto, a vertically-movable side
panel slidably mounted on said guide members
and a mattress frame: an adjustable support for
said mattress frame comprising vertical tracks
at the corners of said crib between said guide
members and the respective end sections; a series
of catches provided at intervals along said tracks;
slide members secured to said tracks and mov-
able therealong; means for fastening said slide
members to respective corner portions of said
mattress frame; and individual latch pawls for
said slide members located between said tracks
and adjacent guide members, said latch pawls be-
ing engageable selectively with said catches for
holding the respective corner portions of said
mattress frame at different elevations.

3. An adjustable support for a corner of a mat- .
tress frame of a crib having ehd sections, com-
prising: a vertical track secured to one of said
end. sections and located at a corner of the
crib, said track having catches spaced at in-
tervals therealong; a slide member secured to
said track and movable therealong, said slide
member Having a horizontal fingerpiece serving
as a means for raising and lowering the member
along said track; means for attaching adjacent
corner portions of said mattress frame to said
slide member; and a latch pawl pivoted to said
slide member for engaging said catches and latch-
ing the slide member against downward move-
ment from positions thereof at different eleva-
tions, said latch pawl being spring-biased into
engaging position and having a fingerpiece adja-
cent said first-mentioned fingerpiece for manual-
ly releaging the pawl.

4. In a crib including an end section, a vertical
guide member for a movable side panel secured
to said end section, and a mattress frame; an ad-
justable supporting mechanism for a corner of
the mattress frame comprising a vertical track
adjacent said guide member and secured to sald
end section, said track having catches spaced
therealorig; o slide member secured to said track
and movable therealong, said slide member hav-
ing a turned-over horizZontal portion apertured
to-embrace said guide member and rigidify the
latter, said horizontal portion being adapted to
serve as a fingerpiece for moving the slide mem-
ber along said track; means for attaching said
mattress frame to said slide member; and a pawl
associated with said slide member and coactive
with said catches for latching the slide member

at different positions, said pawl lying adjacent to
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said horizontal portion of the slide member
whereby the pawl may be released and the slide
member may be moved along said track by a
single operation of the hand.

5. In a crib including an end section, a ver-
tical guide member for a movable side panel se-
cured to said end section, and a mattress frame:
ah adjustable supporting mechanism for a cor-
ner of the mattress frame comprising a vertical

track adjacent said guide member and secured t0 19 Wumber

said end section, said track having catches spaced
therealong; a slide member secured to said track
and movable therealong; means for attaching
said mattress frame to said slide member; a pawl

associated with said slide member and coactive 15

with said catches for latching the slide member
at different positions; and a guard on said slide
member and overlying said pawl, said guard mem-

6

ber bridging the space between said track and
guide member.
CHARLES E. WEBB.
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