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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DELIVERY OF INFORMATION BASED ON WEB
PAGE CONTENT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to computer technology, and more particularly but not exclusively

relates to presenting information in a computer network environment.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The Internet computer network was originally designed as a communications link to
facilitate the exchange of scientific information between governmental laboratories and
educational institutions. However, in recent years, the increased use of the World Wide Web
(WWW) has fueled explosive growth of the Internet that has extended beyond the scientific
community and, indeed, into homes, businesses and classrooms. The WWW reters to a
collection of Internet servers that typically utilize Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HT'TP) as an
applications protocol to provide users with access to files for communicating text, graphics,
sound, video, etc. HTTP, in turn, may use a page description language called Hypertext Markup
Language (HTML) to specify the format of web pages thét are displayed to the users. HTML
pages can include hypertext links to other servers and files, with the URL’s of the target servers
stored or embedded within the links.

Links present in a web page may appear to a user in a variety of forms. For example, a
link may appear as underlined text, as bolded text, as text having a different color as surrounding
text, or as text having some other form designed to draw the attention of the user such that the
link is easily identified as such. When a user selects a link (e.g., by "clicking" on the link with
an input device such as a computer mouse), the browser makes a Transmission Control

Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) request to the server identified by the URL specified in the
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link, and in return receives a web page from the identified server. A link may also be embedded
within a graphical image displayed on the user's computer monitor or display. When the
geographical area of the image is selected by the user, the browser again makes an TCP/IP
request to the server identified by the specified URL. Thus, a user may navigate (1.e., "surt")-
between various servers to find and retrieve HTML pages or documents of interest.

As use of the Internet has become more pervasive, merchants have looked to the Internet
as a new advertising medium for their products and services. Merchants who sponsor their own
web sites typically include advertising material within their site's pages. However, creating and
maintaining a stand-alone web site requires a substantial amount of resources and may be
beyond the means of many merchants. Also, the time and expense required to set up a stand-
alone site makes this technique unsuitable for certain seasonal, limited time, or one-shot usage.
Further, the audience of this advertising material may be limited to the extent the merchant can
attract users to visit its own site.

A technique that has been used to address these problems is the deployment of
advertisements on the web sites of other sponsors or content providers who agree to sponsor the
advertisements. A simple advertisement suitable for such deployment can take the form of a
oraphical banner. Such a banner advertisement can include an image related to the product or
service being advertised, typically stored as a graphics file (e.g., a ".gif" file), and displayed
according to the HTML description of the sponsoring page. A merchant is often required to pay
the sponsor an advertising fee for the privilege of deploying its banner on the sponsor's site.
Accordingly, the banner may be widely deployed on many sites. Typical advertising banners
involve only one-way communication, and do not take advantage of the Internet's interactive
capabilities which could otherwise be used to solicit data from prospective customers or users

for generating purchase orders or leads.
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Another technique that has been used to address these problems is the deployment of
targefed banner advertisements on, for example, search engines. The search engine parses
search requests and returns the search results and typically a banner advertisement related to the
search request. For example, if a person searched for a crime-related site, a banner
advertisement for a criminal defense attorney may appear in addition to the search results.
However, targeted banner advertisements are limited because they require a user to enter data in
order for a targeted banner advertisement to be presented.

Accordingly, what 1s needed are improved systems and techniques for selectively

distributing messages to viewers.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a system and method for determining when to present
information to a user based on web page content. In one embodiment, the system includes a
retriever engine, a display engine, and a parser engipe. The retriever engine transmits a domain
to a server. In response, the server transmits information to be displayed and in-context rules,
which are both received by the retriever engine. The parser engine parses the HITML source
code of a web page using the in-context rules and decides whether to display the information
based on the parsing. If it 1s determined that the information should be displayed, the display
engine displays the information. The display engine may display the information in a pop-up
window; at a user-specified position; at a default position; and/or over an HTML banner. The
parser engine may further determine whether to display the information based on a URL
substring.

In another embodiment, the method comprises obtaining information for displaying to a

user; obtaining rules for displaying the information; parsing a web page using the obtained rules;
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and determining to display the obtained information based on the parsing. If it determined to
display the information, the information is displayed. The information can be displayed in a
pop-up window; at a user-specified position; at a default position; and/or over an HTML banner.

The determining may be further based on a URL substring.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Non-limiting and non-exhaustive embodiments of the present invention are described
with reference to the following figures, wherein like reference numerals refer to like parts

throughout the various views unless otherwise specified.

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a computer network framework for a network

messaging system in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention;

.

Figure 2 is a block diagram of a representative hardware environment in accordance with

an embodiment of the present invention;
Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating a CMU client system;
Figure 4 1s a block diagram illustrating a CMU server system;
Figure 5 is a block diagram of a CMU; and

Figure 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method of delivering information based on web page

content.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is provided to enable any person having ordinary skill in the
art to make and use the invention, and is provided in the context of a particular application and
its requirements. Various modifications to the embodiments will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art, and the principles defined herein may be applied to other embodiments and
applications without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Thus, the present
invention is not intended to be limited to the embodiments shown, but is to be accorded the
widest scope consistent with the principles, features and teachings disclosed herein.

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of a computer network framework 100 for a Continuous
Messaging Unit (CMU) network system in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention. A network 102, such as for example, a client-server network, a wide area network
(e.g., the Internet), or the like, communicatively couples together one or more CMU client
computers 104, one or more content server computers 106, and one or more CMU server
computers 108.

CMU client computer 104 may be any type of computer or other device (e.g., laptop,
PDA, wireless phone, etc.) that provides an end-user access to a network. In one embodiment,
CMU client computer 104 may be a personal computer running on operating system such as for
example, the Microsoft Windows™, Apple Macintosh™, Linux, or UNIX operating systems.
CMU client computer 104 may also include a web engine 110, which can comprise a web
browser such as the Microsoft Internet Explorer™ or Netscape Navigator™ in specific
embodiments. An end-user utilizing CMU client computer 104 employs web engine 110 for
accessing information and web pages stored on various web sites (e.g., sites hosted content

server computer 106) coupled to the network 102. CMU client computer 104 may also include a
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CMU client system 112 for receiving, processing, and displaying various CMUs received via the
network 102.

Content server computer 106 may include web content 114 and a web server 116. As
can be appreciated by those skilled in the art, such a content server computer 106 and other
server computers in the specific embodiments of the present invention, may be implemented
using any appropriately configured computer including, for example server computers available
from Sun Microsystems™, the Hewlett-Packard Company™, or International Business
Machines™., Web content 114 may include any information accessible via the network,
including web pages and the like. In one embodiment, web content 114 may be of the type
generally available over the Internet for browsing. For example, a web page of the present
invention may include an HTML file containing news, maps, coupons, otfers for services,
directories, “for sale” merchandise, and/or other types of information that attract end-users to the
content server computer 106. The web server 116 may include program code that allows the
content server computer 106 to be in communication with the network 102.

The CMU server computer 108 may be any type of computer comprising a web server
120 that is capable of serving CMUSs holding information for presentation/display by the CMU
client computer 104. The information may include information of any type, such as, for
example, advertising information. CMU server computer 108 may also include a CMU server
system 118, which is in communication with the network 102.

As the user accesses sites coupled to the network 102 (commonly known as “surfing the
Internet™) utilizing a web engine 110 installed and running on the CMU client computer 104,
from one site or domain (e.g., www.yahoo.com) to another (e.g., www.amazon.com), the CMU
client system 112 sends a request to a CMU server computer 108 via the network 102. The
request preferably contains at least two pieces of information: a unique customer ID of the user

(i.e., a user ID) 113 and a domain being viewed by the user.
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The CMU server computer 108 receives the request from the CMU client system 112

and performs a check to determine if there are one or more CMUs pending for the specitied

domain and/or user ID 113. Ifit is determined that there is at least one CMU associated with the
specified domain, then, in one embodiment of the invention, the CMU server computer 108
queries an historical-based targeting database 430 (Figure 4) to determine if there is one or more
specific CMUs pending for this domain for this user ID 113. If there is, then the specific
CMU(s) is returned to the CMU client system 112 on the user’s CMU client computer 104. In
an alternative embodiment of the invention, the CMU server computer 108 does not query the
historical-based targeting database 430 and instead simply sends any specific CMUs pending for
this domain regardless of the user ID 113. In another embodiment, the request does not include
a domain and/or user ID 113 and therefore, the CMU server computer 108 sends CMUSs that are
independent of a domain and/or user 1D 113.

The CMU(s) may include two components: in-context rules 520 (Figure 5) and the
content (information) 510 (Figure 5) to be presented to the user. The content 510 may include
text, graphics, animation, video, sound, and or other data types (e.g., tactile feedback). The 1n-
context rules 520 dictate the circumstances in which the CMU content 510 is displayed to the
user. Some illustrative examples of some in-context rules include: (1) domains at which the
content from the retrieved CMUs should be presented to the user; (2) specific web pages at
which the content from the retrieved CMU s should be presented to the user; (3) URL substrings
that, should they be found in the current URL, cause the content from the CMU to be presented;
(4) time and date information; and (5) content of the web page being viewed by a user.

Also, the rules 520 may include/reference almost any kind of relevant information, such
as, for example, specific knowﬁ attributes about the user like frequent flyer affiliation, club
memberships, type of credit card used, hobbies and interests, basic demographic information

(gender, age, income, etc.), etc. The content 510 may also include standard HTML, including
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text, images, figures, colors, sound files that will automatically play upon display of the message,
other types of multi-media files/content, etc.

Upon receiving the CMU from the CMU server system 118, the CMU client system 112
may store the CMU in a local data store 340 (Figure 3) for subsequent presentation. As the user
continues to surf from page to page, the CMU client system 112 examines the user’s context
(e.g., URL, date/time, etc.) and the content of the web page being surfed and looks for CMUs
stored in the data store 340 with in-context rules 520 that match. In an alternative embodiment,
the CMU client system 112 only examines the content of the web page being surfed and looks
for CMUss stored in the data store 340 with in-context rules 520 that match. Upon a match being
found, the CMU client system 112 displays the content 510 from the matching CMU.

In one embodiment, the local data store 340 may buffer messages received from the
CMU server system 118. This enables the CMU client system 112 to have several CMUs at any
oiven time. For example, the local data store 340 may contain a CMU relating to a current web
site or web page the user is visiting and additional CMUs relating to similar web sites or web
pages. As an illustration, the local data store 340 may contain a CMU relating to books when
the end-user is browsing the catalog of an on-line bookstore, and additional CMUs relating to
movies that may also be available from that on-line bookstore. This way, a CMU relating to
movies can be routed to the appropriate presentation format module as soon as the user
navigates to a movie-related web page.

In one embodiment, the CMU client system 112 may open an independent window on a
visual display coupled to the user (i.e., the user’s screen) that presents/displays the CMU content
510. The specific vehicle to use may be identified as an attribute 550 (Figure 5) embedded in
the CMU 500 and selected during creation of the CMU 500.

As an option, the CMU 500 may include one or more expiration dates 530 (Figure 5).

This expiration date 530 may be monitored by the local data store 340 and used to remove
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expired messages from the CMU client system 112. As a further option, the CMU 500 may
include priority information 540 (Figure 5) to determine the priority of CMUs that are to be
presented to the user when a plurality of CMUs satisfy the criteria of the in-context rules 520.

In another embodimeqt, CMUSs 500 may be available on the CMU server computer 108
that are to be presented to any user that satisfies the appropriate in-context rules 520. Such
CMUs may be delivered to the CMU client computer 104 by the CMU client system 112
without requiring matching historical-based profile in the targeting database 430. In one
embodiment, the client computer 104 and/or the server 108 may include a data store of user
preferences, profile and historical information about the user for use in determining whether a
rule has been satisfied.

Figure 2 illustrates a block diagram of an example computer 200 in a specific
embodiment of the present invention. As illustrated by Figure 2, the computer 200 can embody
one or more of the elements illustrated by Figure 2 in various specific embodiments of the
present invention. While other application-specific alternatives might be utilized, 1t will be
presumed for the sake of clarity that the elements comprising the computer 200 are implemented
in hardware, software or some combination thereof by one or more processing systems
consistent therewith, unless otherwise indicated.

In an embodiment of the invention, CMU server system 118, web server 120, web engine
110, CMU client system 112, and web server 116 may include or be resident on example
computer 200. The example computer 200 includes a central processing unit (CPU) 205;
working memory 210; persistent memory 220; input/output (I/O) interface 230; display 240 and
input device 250, all communicatively coupled to each other via system bus 260. CPU 205 may
include an Intel Pentium® microprocessor, a Motorola Power PC® microprocessor, or any other
processor capable to execute software stored in persistent memory 220. Working memory 210

may include random access memory (RAM) or any other type of read/write memory devices or
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combination of memory devices. Persistent memory 220 may include a hard drive, read only
memory (ROM) or any other type of memory device or combination of memory devices that can
retain data after example computer 200 is shut off. I/O interface 230 is communicatively
coupled, via wired or wireless techniques, to other devices or networks. Display 240 may
include a cathode ray tube display or other display device. Input device 250 may include a
keyboard, mouse, or other device for inputting data, or a combination of devices for inputting
data.

One skilled in the art will recognize that the example computer 200 may also include
additional devices, such as network connections, additional memory, additional processors,
LANSs, input/output lines for transferring information across a hardware channel, the Internet or
an intranet, etc. One skilled in the art will also recognize that the programs and data may be
received by and stored in the example computer 200 1n alternative ways.

Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating the CMU client system 112. The CMU client
system 112 includes a retriever engine 300, a display engine 310, a parser engine 320, a
response engine 3235, a user prgferénces file 330, and a CMU local data store 340. Upon visiting
a domain with web engine 110, the retriever engine 300 transmits a message to CMU server
system 118 including the domain visited and the user ID 113. In an alternative embodiment, the
retriever engine 300 only transmits a request for a CMU (e.g., domain dependent). In response,
the CMU server system 118 transmits at least one CMU, such as CMU 500 (Figure 5) to the
CMU client system 112. The retriever engine 300 receives this at least one CMU 500 and stores
it in CMU local data store 340. For example, a user may visit the Amazon.com site. The
retriever engine 300 transmits the domain “www.amazon.com” and the user’s user 1D 113 to
CMU server system 118, which in turn transmits back a CMU 500 having an advertisement for a
book by Tom Clancy. The CMU 500 also has in-context rules 520 that activate the

advertisement upon satisfying certain criteria, which may include finding certain keywords in

10
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the HTML source code of the web page being viewed. For example, keywords may include
“techno thriller”, “adventure”, and/or authors’ names of books in the techno thriller genre.

The display engine 310 displays the content of the received CMU 500 when instructed to
by the parser engine 320. The display engine also displays the content of the received CMU
according to attributes 550 (Figure 5) of the CMU. For example, attributes 550 may define the
content 510 to be displayed as a banner ad or a pop-up ad. In an embodiment of the invention,
the display engine 310 can display the CMU content 510 over a banner advertisement or other
advertisement.

Example user preferences 330 include preferences for positioning content 510 from
CMU s for display to the user and preferences controlling delay time for display of CMUs.

The parser engine 320 determines when content from the received CMU 500 should be
displayed. The parser engine 320 reviews the: HTML source code of every page visited and
determines if any keywords specified in the in-context rules 520 match. Alternatively, or in
addition, the parser engine 320 can look for patterns of keywords. In another embodiment of the
invention, the parser engine 320 uses regular expressions and/or other search/analysis techniques
to determine when to display content from the CMU 500. Continuing the example begun above,
the parser engine 320 could look for the keywords “techno thriller” in the HTML source code of
each page of the Amazon.com website visited. Upon finding a match, the response engine 325
instructs the display engine 310 to present the Tom Clancy related content 520 in the CMU 500
according to attributes 550 specified in the CMU 500. If there are two or more CMUs 500 that
have in-context rules 520 that would lead to multiple matches for a single web page, then the
response engine 325 can use the priority set in the CMU 500 to determine which content 510 to
display (e.g., whichever CMU 500 had a higher priority would get its content 510 displayed). In
addition to content of the HTML source code, the parser engine 320 can determine which CMU

to display based on specific web pages of a domain at which the retrieved CMUSs 500 should be

11
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presented to the user; URL substrings that, should they be found in the current URL, will cause
the content 510 to be presented; and/or time and date information. Priority information could
differ based on the domain, search string located, etc.

Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating the CMU server system 118. The CMU server
system 118 comprises a receiver engine 400; a sender engine 410; a CMU data store 420; and a
historical-based targeting database 430. The receiver engine 400 receives a request that contains
two pieces of information: a unique customer ID of the user (1.e., a user ID) 113 and a current
domain being viewed by the user. Alternatively, the request may be domain independent. In
response, the sender engine 410 transmits at least one CMU from CMU data store 420 to the
CMU client system 112. For example, the receiver engine 400 may receive a user ID 113 and
the domain name “http://www.amazon.com”. Inresponse, the sender engine 410 sends a CMU
500 to the CMU client system 112 having content 510 relevant to items capable of being
purchased at Amazon.com and with in-context rules 520 that are associated with content of an
Amazon.com web page relating to the items capable of being purchased. For example, a CMU
500 might include content 510 related to a new Tom Clancy novel with in-context rules 520 to
search for HTML source code containing the words “techno thriller” and/or the name of authors
of other techno thriller novels."

The CMU data store 420 includes CMUs 500 for distribution to CMU client systems 112.
In an embodiment of the invention, the CMU data store 420 can purge itself of CMUs 500 that
have expired, as indicated by their expiration dates 530.

The sender engine 410 can also use historical-based targeting database 430 to determine
which CMUs 500 to transmit to the CMU client system 112. The historical-based targeting
database 430 lists CMUs 500 to transmit based on both User ID 113 and domain name.

Historical-based targeting can be used to select CMUSs 500 for users based on user behaviors

12
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and/or attributes. For example, CMUs 500 may be selected based upon user navigation behavior,
including domains visited, number of pages viewed, time spent at sites, etc.

Figure 5 is a block diagram of a CMU 500. The CMU 500 includes content 510; in-
context rules 520; expiration data 530; priority data 540; and attributes 550. The content 510
includes information of any type, such as advertising information. For example, the content 510
can include an advertisement for a specific book. In-context rules 520 dictate the circumstances
in which the message content 510 is displayed to the user. For example, the in-context rules 520
may dictate displaying the advertisement for a specific book when specific keywords relating to
the book are found in the HTML source code of a web page being viewed.

Expiration data 530 includes data indicating when the CMU 500 expires and should no
longer be presented to a user. For example, if an advertiser only wants advertisements displayed
for a specific time period, e.g., one month after releasé of a new novel, the CMU 500 can
include an expiration date in expiration data 530 set to one month after release of the novel. In
an embodiment of the invention, the expiratibn data 530 can be updated remotely by CMU
server system 118. For example, an advertiser may wish to expand the duration of an
advertising campaign and therefore CMU server system 118 can send a request to the CMU
client system 112 to update any CMUs 500 stored in local data store 340 with new expiration
data 530. The priority data 540 indicates a priority level for the CMU 500 so that if two
matching CMUSs 500 are seiected, the CMU 500 with the highest priority is displayed. The
attributes 550 indicate how the content 510 should be displayed or otherwise presented. For
example, the content 510 could be displayed in a banner advertisement or a pop up
advertisement.

Figure 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method 600 of delivering information based on web
page content. In an embodiment of the invention, the CMU client system 112 executes method

600. The method 600 comprises first sending (610) a URL or domain of a web page being
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viewed by a user with web engine 110 to CMU server system 118. In addition, a user ID, such
as user ID 113, can also be sent to CMU server system 118. Next, at least one CMU 500 1s
received (620) from the CMU server system 118 based on the specified domain and potentially
other factors. The CMU 500 can then be stored in CMU local data store 340. The CMU
includes at least content 510 and in-context rules 520. In an alternative embodiment of the
invention, a plurality of CMUs can be received for a single domain. For example, for the
domain http://www.amazon.com, CMUs including advertisements for multiple books may be
received (620). In another embodiment of the invention, CMUs may already be stored in the
CMU client system 112 and therefore sending (610) and receiving (620) need not be done.

After receiving (620), the source code for the web page being viewed 1s obtained (630)
and then parsed (640). Parsing (640) includes examining the code (e.g., HTML) of a URL for
content that matches the in-context rules 520 of the CMU(s) 500 received for the domain. In an
alternative embodiment, the parsing (640) can be done irrespective of domain (e.g., only
compare all CMU 500 in-context rules 510 against HTML source content). In another
embodiment, parsing (640) can be based on specific web pages at which the retrieved messages
should be presented to the user; URL substrings that, should they be found in the current URL,
will cause the message to be presented; and/or time and date information.

If the criteria specified in the in-context rules are met (650), then the content 510 from
the CMU 500 is presented (660). For example, if the in-context rules 520 specify the words
“techno thriller” in HTML source code, then the content 510 will be presented (660) upon
finding the words “techno thriller” in the HTML source code. If the CMU 500 includes
attributes 550, then the content 510 can be presented (660) according to settings in the attributes
550. Further, if multiple CMUs 500 match the criteria set by their respective in-context rules

520, then the CMU 500 having the highest priority setting can be presented (660). The method

14
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600 then ends. If there is no CMU having in-context rules with matching criteria, the method
600 ends without displaying any CMU content.

While various embodiments have been described above, 1t should be understood that
they have been presented by way of example only, and not limitation. For example, all program
code can be source code, object code, interpreted code, mobile code, etc. Thus, the breadth and
scope of an embodiment should not be limited by any of the above-described exemplary

embodiments, but should be defined only 1n accordance with the following claims and their

equivalents.

15



10

15

20

235

30

CA 02505855 2005-05-10
WO 2004/044673 PCT/US2003/031196

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A method, comprising:
obtaining information for presenting to a user;
obtaining rules for presenting the information;
examining a web page using the obtained rules; and

determining whether to present the obtained information based on the examination.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the obtaining information and the obtaining the rules

includes receiving the information and rules from a server.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising transmitting a domain to a server before the

receiving.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the rules are for a specific domain.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising presenting the obtained information per the

determination.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the presenting presents the information in a pop-up

window.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the presenting presents the information at a user-

specified position.

8. The method of claim 5, wherein the presenting presents the information at a default

position.

9. The method of claim 5, wherein the presenting presents the information over an HTML

banner.

10.  The method of claim 1, wherein the determining is further based on a URL substring.
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11. A computer-readable medium having instructions for executing a method stored thereon, the
method comprising:

obtaining information for presenting to a user;

obtaining rules for presenting the information;
5 examining a web page using the obtained rules; and

determining whether to present the obtained information based on the examination.

12.  The computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the obtaining information and the

obtaining the rules includes receiving the information and rules from a server.

10
13.  The computer-readable medium of claim 12, wherein the method further comprises
transmitting a domain to a server before the recerving.
14.  The computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the rules are for a specific domain.
15
15.  The computer-readable medium of claim 11, further comprising presenting the obtained

information per the determination.

16.  The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein the presenting presents the

20  information in a pop-up window.

17.  The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein the presenting presents the

information at a user-specified position.

25 18.  The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein the presenting presents the

information at a default position.

19.  The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein the presenting presents the
information over an HTML banner.

30
20.  The computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the determining is further based on

a URL substring.
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21. A system, comprising:
means for obtaining information for presenting to a user;
means for obtaining rules for presenting the information;
means for examining a web page using the obtained rules; and
means for determining whether to present the obtained information based on the

examining.

22. A system, comprising:

a retriever engine capable to obtain information for presenting to a user and capable to
obtain rules for presenting the information; and

an examining engine, communicatively coupled to the retriever engine, capable to
examine a web page using the obtained rules; and

a response engine, communicatively coupled to the examining engine, capable to

determine whether to present the obtained information based on the examining.

23.  The system of claim 22, wherein the retriever engine obtains the information and the

rules from a server.

24.  The system of claim 23, wherein the retriever engine is further capable to transmit a

domain to the server before receiving the information and the rules.

25.  The system of claim 22, wherein the rules are for a specific domain.

26.  The system of claim 22, further comprising a display engine capable to present the

obtained information per the determination.

27.  The system of claim 26, wherein the display engine is capable to present the information

in a pop-up window.

28. The system of claim 26, wherein the display engine is capable to present the information

at a user-specified position.
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29.  The system of claim 26, wherein the display engine is capable to present the information

- at a detault position.

30.  The system of claim 26, wherein the display engine is capable to present the information

over an HTML banner.

31.  The system of claim 22, wherein the examining engine 1s further capable to make a

determination based on a URL substring.

32. A method, comprising:
receiving, from a client, a request for a message, the request including a domain; and
determining a message to transmit back to the client based on the domain, the message

including message content and rules for presenting the message content based on webpage
content.

33.  The method of claim 32, further comprising transmitting the determined message.

34.  The method of claim 32, wherein the determining is further based on a user ID

transmitted with the request.

35.  The method of claim 34, wherein the determining 1s further based on historical-based
targeting data.
36. A computer-readable medium having instructions for executing a method stored thereon,

the method comprising:
receiving, from a client, a request for a message, the request including a domain; and
determining a message to transmit back to the client based on the domain, the message

including message content and rules for presenting the message content based on webpage

content.

37.  The computer-readable medium of claim 36, wherein the method further comprises

transmitting the determined message.
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38.  The computer-readable medium of claim 36, wherein the determining 1s further based on

a user ID transmitted with the request.

39.  The computer-readable medium of claim 38, wherein the determining 1s further based on

historical-based targeting data.

40. A system, comprising:

means for receiving, from a client, a request for a message, the request including a
domain; and

means for determining a message to transmit back to the client based on the domain, the

message including message content and rules for presenting the message content based on

webpage content.
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