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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A carrier formed from narrow straps with a transverse 

Strap being perpendicular to the base strap and dividing 
the carrier into compartments. A detachable handle is se 
cured to the upper edge of the carrier. 

This invention relates to the field of carriers for bottles 
and more particularly to a plastic bottle carrier which is 
particularly designed for the transporting of milk bottles. 
The primary object of this invention is to provide a 

plastic bottle carrier which is lightweight, inexpensive, 
flexible in usage and capacity, and adaptable for carrying 
not only glass bottles but also paper cartons and plastic 
bottles. 
A more particular object of the invention is to provide 

a plastic bottle carrier which has ample strength char 
acteristics but which utilizes simple structural elements re 
quiring a minimum of plastic material. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a bottle 

carrier design which may be readily adapted to trans 
porting two, four or six bottles. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
plastic carrier in which a detachable handle is secured 
to the basket portion of the carrier, spans the entire 
width of the carrier and is coextensive with the adjacent 
portions of the basket. 
A still more specific object of the invention is to pro 

vide a carrier for milk bottles or the like comprising a first 
U-shaped web, a second U-shaped web transverse to said 
first U-shaped web, with the two webs being rigidly inter 
connected at the juncture thereof, a peripheral web inter 
connecting the upper ends of said U-shaped webs thereby 
to form a basket adapted to receive and retain bottles 
therein, said second web including a T-shaped portion on 
each leg of the U-shaped web with a leg of the T-shaped 
portion being perpendicular to the plane of the legs of 
said second web and extending into the interior of said 
basket thereby to divide the basket in compartments, a 
handle for said basket, means securing said handle to said 
peripheral web adjacent to said second web, said handle 
including a T-shaped portion having legs coextensive with 
the perpendicular legs on said second web. 

Other objects and features will become more apparent 
upon a complete reading of the following description 
which sets forth in detail but a few approved means of 
carrying out the invention. Such disclosed means are not 
meant to be limiting inasmuch as they constitute but a 
few of the various ways in which the principles of the 
invention may be applied. 

In the drawings wherein like reference numerals indi 
cate like parts in the various views: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the carrier compris 
ing the instant invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded sectional view taken along line 
2-2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a view taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4-4 of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5-5 of 

FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an alternative embodi 

ment of the carrier. 
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2 
Referring first to FIG. 1, there is illustrated the car 

rier comprising the instant invention and indicated gen 
erally by the reference numeral 10. As shown in dotted 
lines in FIG. 1, the carrier 10 is adapted to receive a pair 
of gallon size milk bottles 11. The bottles are received in 
two compartments formed in a basket portion of the car 
rier with a handle being provided to facilitate transpor 
tation of the carrier and the milk bottles. 

Turning to the specifics of the carrier, the basket por 
tion of the carrier, indicated generally by the reference 
numeral 12, comprises a plurality of straps or narrow 
webs with a first U-shaped longitudinal web 13 compris 
ing the main portion of the basket. At the center point 
of the web 13 is an upstanding transverse U-shaped web 
14. It is readily apparent that the transverse extent of the 
web 14 is substantially greater than the width of the web 
13. Completing the basket and interconnecting the ends 
of the two U-shaped webs 13, 14 is a peripheral web 15 
which has a transverse dimension equal to that of the 
web 14 and a longitudinal dimension equal to the web 
13. 

It is to be noted that the only means for supporting 
a milk bottle is the combination of the web 13 and the 
peripheral web 15. Thus, the base portion 16 of the lon 
gitudinal web 13 provides an underlying support for 
the milk bottles placed in the basket. The peripheral web 
15 restrains the bottles 11 from being shifted off the 
underlying supporting web 16. In addition, the peripheral 
web 15 provides support for the web 13 and resists any 
tendency of the web 13 to be deformed by the weight of 
the bottles. 
The transverse web 14 performs a duality of functions. 

Thus, the web 14 provides a reinforcing support for the 
center portion of the web 16 thereby to prevent deflec 
tion. Also, the web 14 performs the function of separat 
ing the milk bottles to prevent any undesirable clanking 
noise due to impacts between the bottles and also pos 
sible shattering of the bottles. The transverse web 14 is 
a composite of a plurality of elements and includes the 
transverse base 17 and two upstanding leg portions 18 at 
opposite ends of the base. The upstanding leg portions 18 
are interconnected at their upper ends to the peripheral 
web 15 and thus provide a support and interconnection 
between the peripheral web and the base web 16. The base 
Web 17 extends substantially perpendicular to the plane of 
the base 16 of the web 13 and thereby provides a divid 
ing or separating function between the two compartments 
in the basket. 

Additional structure is formed on the two leg portions 
18 of the transverse web. This structure is in the form 
of a vertical member 19 having a substantially T-shaped 
cross section with a leg 20 projecting perpendicular to 
the plane of the leg portion 18. The upper portion 20a of 
the leg 20 extends beyond the vertical member 19 with 
this upper portion being secured directly to the leg por 
tion 18. The lower end of the leg 20 is integrally formed 
and coextensive with the base web 17 thereby to provide 
a separating function not only at the base of the bottles 
but along the side edges as well. Moreover, the thickened 
section resulting from the combination of the leg por 
tions 18 and the T-shaped member 19 provides additional 

65 

70 

strength for the support of the center base web 16. In this 
connection, it also should be noted that the perpendi 
cular orientation of both the base 17 of the transverse 
web 14 and the peripheral web 15 gives added strength 
to the structure as opposed to the placement of these 
webs in the same plane as the base member 16, it being 
understood that edge loading of the member is permis 
sible at higher levels of force. 
The basket thus described is divided into two com 

partments adapted to receive a pair of gallon size milk 
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bottles. For transporting the same, a handle, indicated 
generally by the reference numeral 25, is provided, which 
handle includes a pair of upstanding side portions 26. The 
side portions are interconnected by a hand grip 27 of 
thickened cross section with generally bevelled edges to 
contribute to the comfort of the user. The transverse ex 
tent of the handle 25 is less than the transverse width 
of the peripheral web 15 but, as is apparent from an 
inspection of FIG. 1, the width of the handle is sub 
stantially equal to the transverse extent of the base 17 
on the transverse web 14. In such circumstances, the 
handle is snugly received within the confines of the pe 
ripheral web 15. The lower ends 28 of the side portions 
26 are adapted to abut the vertical members 19 and, in 
effect, the coextensive therewith. Since the legs 20 ex 
tend above the end of the members 19, slots 29 are formed 
in the ends 28 of the side portions 26 thereby providing 
an accommodation for the upper portions 20a of the legs 
without interfering with the relationship of the mem 
bers 19 and the side portions. 
The construction of the side portions of the handle 25 

is substantially identical to the leg portions 18 and in 
cludes a T-shaped member 30 similar to the T-shaped 
member 19. A perpendicular leg 31 is substantially coex 
tensive with the perpendicular leg 20 so that in the as 
sembled position, the leg 31 is essentially a coextension 
of the leg 20 thereby providing a divider between the com 
partments not only in the basket portion but at the handle 
area as well. A transverse web 32 extends between the two 
side portions 26 at a point spaced below the handle 27 and 
adds additional rigidity to the handle and the assembled 
structure. 
The handle is attached to the basket by lugs 33 which 

are formed on the lower ends 28 of each of the side por 
tions 26. The lugs are adapted to be received in apertures 
34 formed in the peripheral web 15. The apertures are 
substantially centered on the side portions 18 of the 
transverse web 14 thereby providing a symmetrical lift 
ing moment for the basket. In addition, a thickened por 
tion 35 is provided at the area of the web 15 where the 
apertures are formed to provide additional strength. 
The thickened portion also serves a guiding func 
tion for the handle and adds to the lateral rigidity of 
the interconnection between the handle and the basket. 

Referring to FIG. 4, it is apparent that the lugs 33 in 
clude a smooth lower surface and a recessed upper Sur 
face defining a locking portion 36 which coacts with the 
peripheral web to prevent inadvertent separation of the 
handle from the basket while the carrier is being trans 
ported. These lugs, together with the slotted openings 29 
formed in each side portion 26, also serve to prevent 
tilting of the basket relative to the handle when only a 
single bottle is being carried. 

It is apparent from a review of the above-described 
structure that a milk bottle carrier has been devised 
which is extremly simple in form and inexpensive to pro 
duce. In addition, it is lightweight and is readily assembled 
for use. The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1 is a two 
bottle carrier. However, it is to be understood that addi 
tional sizes utilizing the same basic principles of the in 
vention could be devised. One such typical construction 
is shown in FIG. 6 wherein a four bottle carrier is illus 
strated. In this embodiment, a pair of U-shaped longi 
tudinal webs 13' are provided for support of the bottles. 
The peripheral web 15' includes the provision of apertures 
to receive lugs 33 on either end of a handle 25".A trans 
verse web 14' spans the width of the carrier at its center 
and is identical at either end to the web 14 shown in FIG. 
1. In addition, a vertical reinforcement 37 provides addi 
tional strength for supporting the mid section of the car 
rier. This structural member 37 is interconnected with the 
transverse supporting web 38 on the handle 25' and con 
tinues upwardly to interconnect with the top of the han 
dle. A separating web 39 interconnects the peripheral web 
15 with the vertical reinforcement web 37. 
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4 
The alternative embodiment of FIG. 6 thus includes 

the salient features of the embodiment of FIG. 1 including 
the composite sections for the transverse web 14 and the 
side portions of the handle thereby providing a simple, yet 
strong, detachable connection between the handle and 
the basket. Moreover, the carrier has no eXCCSS material 
contributing to the weight of the container. Only simple 
webs of materials are utilized with each web advan 
tageously oriented to withstand the maximum loading. 

Other configurations will suggest themselves to those 
having ordinary skill in the art. However, the essential 
features of the invention including the greatly simplified 
basket construction together with the novel interconnec 
tion of the various basket defining webs to provide. 3. 
rigid structure are what is intended to be covered herein. 
Therefore, although for ease of description, the principles 
of the invention have been set forthin connection with 
but a few illustrated embodiments, it is not intended that 
these illustrated embodiments or the terminology emi 
ployed in describing them is to be limiting, but rathers 
it is my desired to be restricted only by the scope of the 
appended claims. 

claim: 
1. A carrier for milk bottles or the like comprising 
a first longitudinally extending U-shaped Web; 
a second U-shaped Web transverse to said first web with 

the two webs being rigidly interconnected at the junc 
ture thereof; 

the transverse extent of said second web being greater 
than the lateral width of said first web; 

a peripheral web interconnecting the upper ends of said 
U-shaped webs thereby to form a basket adapted to 
receive and retain bottles therein; 

said second web including a T-shaped portion on each 
leg of the web with a leg of the T-shaped portion 
being perpendicular to the plane of said second web 
and extending into the interior of said basket thereby 
to divide the basket into compartments; 

a handle for said basket; 
means securing said handle to said peripheral web ad 

jacent said second web; said handle including a T-shaped portion on opposite 
sides thereof with a leg of the T-shaped portion being 
coextensive with the perpendicular leg on said second 
web. 

2. The carrier of claim 1 wherein Said means securing 
said handle to said peripheral web comprises apertures 
formed in said peripheral web and lug means on said 
handle receivable in said apertures thereby to Secure said 
handle detachably to said Web. 

3. The carrier of claim 1 wherein said handle includes 
a transverse web intermediate the height of said handle; 

said transverse web being in substantially the same plane 
as said second Web. 

4. A carrier for milk bottles or the like comprising: 
a first longitudinally extending U-shaped strap includ 

ing a base portion and upstanding leg portions at 
either end of said base portion; 

the plane of said base portion being horizontal in the 
upright position of the carrier; 

a strap member extending transverse to said base port 
tion intermediate the length thereof and connected 
to said base portion only at the juncture thereof; 

the transverse extent of said strap member being sub 
stantially greater than the width dimension of said 
base portion with substantially equal portions of said 
strap member being disposed on opposite sides of 
said base portion; 

the plane of said strap member being perpendicular to 
the plane of said base portion; 

upstanding side members secured to opposite ends of 
said strap member; 
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a narrow peripheral strap interconnecting the upper ends 
of said side members and said leg portions thereby 
forming a basket; and 

handle means secured to said basket; 
said handle means having a grip with a width sub 

stantially equal to the transverse extent of said strap 
member with said handle being secured to said basket 
proximate the point of interconnection of said side 
members with said peripheral strap. 

5. A carrier for milk bottles or the like comprising: 
a basket; 
vertically extending means on opposed side portions of 

said basket extending into the interior of said basket 
thereby to divide said basket into compartments; 

said means extending over substantially the entire ver 
tical height of said basket; 

a handle adapted to be secured to said basket; 
said handle comprising a spaced apart pair of side mem 

bers and a hand-gripping member interconnecting one 
end of said members; 

said handle having a width dimension substantially 
equal to the width of said basket; 

the other end of said side members each having an open 
slot formed therein adapted to receive the upper end 
of said vertically extending means on said basket to 
prevent pivoting of said basket relative to said handle; 
and 

means detachably connecting said handle to said basket. 
6. The carrier of claim 5 wherein said detachable con 

necting means comprises aperture means formed in the 
upper edge of said basket adjacent the upper end of said 
vertically extending means; 

lug means on the lower ends of said side members; 

6 
said lug means being transverse to the plane of said 

side members and including a locking portion formed 
thereon; 

said lug means being adapted to be received in said 
5 aperture means with said lug means cooperating with 

the walls of said aperture means to retain said handle 
secured to said basket. 

7. The carrier of claim 4 wherein each of said side 
members includes a portion T-shaped in cross section with 

10 the leg of the T-shaped portion being coplanar with said 
strap member. 

8. The carrier of claim 4 including means detachably 
securing said handle to said basket; 

said detachable securing means including elongated 
open slots formed in the ends of said handle means; 

5 lug means projecting from said handle means adjacent 
said slots; w 

apertures in said peripheral strap adapted to receive 
said lug means; and 

20 means on said basket adjacent said apertures receivable 
in said slots for preventing pivoting movement of 
said handle relative to said basket when said handle 
is secured to said basket. 
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