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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAKOB SATTER, a sub-
ject of the King of Bavaria, residing at Ann-
weiler, in the Kingdom of Bavaria, German
Empire, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Pocket-Rules, (for which Thave
obtained a patent in Germany, No. 41,417,
bearing date September 10, 1885,) of which
the following is a specification. _

My invention has reference to improve-
ments in pocket-rules of that class commer-
cially known as “folding rules.” Theseveral
sections constituting such rules are pivoted
to swing laterally in opening and closing the
rule and heretofore have been provided with
suitable spring-catches, which lock the sec-
tions when open and when closed. Conse-
quently there is a certain resistance to beover-
come both in opening and closing the rule.

“The object of my invention is to so con-
struct and arrange the spring-catches that
they operate only to lock the rule when open
and not when closed, thereby permitting the
rule to be opened rapidly and without danger
of breaking the sections.

The novel features of my invention are fully
pointed out in the following specification and
claim, and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which— )

Figure 1 represents a face view of one of
the metallic plates secured to the sections.
Fig. 2 is a section thereof in the plane o p,
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a section in the plane m 7,
Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a face view of one of the
plates secured to theadjoining sections. Fig.
5 is a section in the plane ¢ 7, Fig. 4. Figs.
¢ and 7 are longitudinal sections through two
adjoining sections of the rule, showing the
same respectively in their closed and open
positions.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts
throughout the several views.

Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the letter A
designates one of the plates secured to the
ends of one set of the sections composing the
rule, the same being provided with a central
hole, as usnal, through which the pivot passes
in securing the sections together. bandcare

two recesses struck up in the plate and ar-
ranged at unequal distances from the pivot-
hole a. -

B, Figs. 4 and 5, designates one of the plates
secured to the adjoining ends of the second
set of rule-sections, the same being provided
with a central pivot-hole ¢ and with spring-
tongues Z Z’, arranged at unequal distances
from the pivot-hole,said tongueshaving there-
on projections ¢ and f, constructed to match
the recesses b and ¢ of the plate A.

The projection f of plate B is arranged the

same distance from the pivot-hole ¢ as the re-

cess b is and the projection e the same dis-
tance from the same ag the recess cis. Con-
sequently the said projections can enter the
recesses when opposite the same, as shown in
Fig. 7, in which case the rule is open.

When the rule is closed, Fig. 6, the projec-
tion ¢ is on the same side of the pivot-hole as
the recess b and projection f on the same side
as recess ¢, and in view of the differences in
distances the said projections cannot enter
the recesses and the spring-tongues Z Z’ are
pressed into the plane of the plate B. Con-
sequently the rule-sections are not locked and
offer little resistance to being opened. When,
however, the rule is opened, the projections
and recesses interlock and hold the rule-sec-
tions open,

What I cldim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

As a new article of manufacture, a folding
rule having its sections provided at adjoining
ends with spring-catches arranged on both
sides of the pivot and at unequal distances
from the same to come opposite each other
and to interlock only when the rule is fully
opened, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

JAKOB SATTER.
Witnesses: :
GusTAV ULRICH,
E. GROPP.
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