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This invention relates to separable cartons and more 
particularly to a carton provided with a weakened sepa 
ration line at which it can be separated into two or more 
parts, each of which parts is capable of retaining one 
or more articles. 

In the marketing of various types of goods it becomes 
desirable to provide a relatively large carton holding a 
number of articles and which can be separated into two 
or more parts, each of which is capable of holding one or 
more articles. Such cartons require that article retaining 
means be provided on opposite sides of the separation line 
so that the articles will be retained in the individual car 
ton parts when they are separated. 

It is one of the objects of the present invention to pro 
vide a separable carton in which article retaining means 
are provided in the carton on opposite sides of the line of 
separation thereof without requiring any additional ma 
terial and with a minimum of additional forming and 
erecting operations. 

According to a feature of the invention the article re 
taining means are formed by a pair of generally triangu 
lar webs preferably cut out from the bottom and side 
walls of the carton and foldably joined thereto and to 
each other. One of the triangular webs folds over against 
the wall to which it is joined to hold the other web in 
an extended position in which it will engage an adjacent 
article and hold it in the carton. 
The above and other objects and features of the inven 

tion will be more readily apparent from the following 
description when read in connection with the accom 
panying drawing in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a filled separable 

carton embodying the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a view similar to FIGURE 1 showing 

the carton separated into two parts; and 
FIGURE 3 is a plan view of the blank from which the 

carton is formed. 
The carton as shown is adapted to hold twelve bot 

tles of a type in which beverages of various sorts are 
commonly merchandised in two rows of six each and is 
adapted to be separated centrally of its length into two 
carton parts, each of which contains six bottles. The 
particular type of carton structure and the particular ar 
ticles shown in the drawing are illustrative of a number 
of different types and sizes of articles which can be 
packaged in the carton of the invention, it being under 
stood that substantially any desired type and any desired 
number of articles can be packaged in said such cartons. 
The carton is formed of a unitary blank of paperboard 

or the like, as shown in FIGURE 3. The blank is cut 
and scored and perforated to form two side-by-side sec 
tions, one of which is indicated generally at 10 and the 
other of which is indicated generally at 11. The two 
sections are connected to each other at a separation line 
12, which is shown as a line of perforations along which 
the parts of the carton can readily be separated when and 
as desired. Each of the parts is constituted by a bot 
tom panel 13 of a size to receive and support the bottoms 
of six bottles as shown at 14, or of a desired number of 
other articles to be packaged. The bottom 13 of each 
section is foldably joined to side panels 5, each side 
panel being separated into two sections by a fold line 
16 to facilitate erection and filling of the carton. At its 
upper end each of the side panels is foldably joined to 
a gable panel 7 which is in turn foldably joined to a 
top panel 18. The gable panels are preferably cut out 
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2 
at their upper edges as shown at 19 to provide side open 
ings in the top part of the carton through which the tops 
of the bottles may partially project so that the tops of the 
bottles will be held against longitudinal movement in the 
carton. The top panels 18 are adapted to overlie each 
other in the completed carton as shown and are formed 
with integrally cut out retaining flaps 21 which may be 
forced into the carton as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 
to provide finger openings and to hold the overlapping 
top portions of the carton together. It will be understood 
that if desired the top carton panels could be glued or 
secured together in some manner other than by the re 
taining flaps 21, this portion of the carton per se form 
ing no part of the present invention. 
When the carton is erected the side walls are folded 

up to project at right angles from the bottom walls 13, 
and the gable walls and top walls are folded towards each 
other as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 to enclose the 
bottles 14 or similar articles to be packaged. In the com 
pleted carton as seen in FIGURE 1, the separation line 
2 will lie intermediate the ends of the carton and be 

tween two adjacent articles in the rows of articles extend 
ing lengthwise of the carton. 
The articles are retained in the carton against endwise 

removal therefrom at both ends of the carton and at op 
posite sides of the sepaartion line 12 positioned to engage 
the articles adjacent to the separation line. While the 
retaining means at the ends and at the central portion of 
the carton need not necessarily be identical, they are 
shown as being identical for convenience. 

Each of the separation means comprises a pair of gen 
erally triangular WebS 22 and 23 cut out along one side 
from the material of the bottom and side walls of the car 
ton and left foldably joined to the bottom and side walls 
respectively along fold lines 24 and 25. The webs 22 
and 23 are foldably joined to each other along a fold 
line 26 which registers with the fold line 27 between the 
bottom wall of the carton and the adjacent side wall. 
When the side walls are folded up relative to the bottom 
wall and with the triangular webs 22 and 23 remaining 
in the planes of the bottom and side walls respectively, the 
fold line 26 of each retaining means will coincide with 
the adjacent fold line 27 between the bottom and side 
walls. 
To retain the articles in the carton the triangular webs 

22 are folded out along the fold lines 24 into overlying 
relationship with the bottom wall of the carton. It will 
be noted that the fold line 25 is generally parallel to the 
separation line 2 and to the ends of the carton and that 
the fold line 24 is at an acute angle to the separation 
line and the ends of the carton. Therefore, when the 
web 22 is folded over flat against the bottom wall 13, 
the web 23 of each retaining means will be held in an 
extended position substantially at right angles to the bot 
tom wall of the carton and at an acute angle to the ad 
jacent side wall. In this position the webs 23 extend 
partially across the open carton and engage the adjacent 
articles in the carton to hold them against endwise dis 
placement therein. 

It will be seen that in a double carton of the type shown 
there are eight retaining means, all of which are identical 
ly formed, two of which lie at each end of the carton 
and two of which lie on each side of the separation line 
12. It will further be seen that the retaining means re 
quire no extra material other than that normally required 
to form the basic carton itself, and that they are easily 
erected as the carton is erected. In the filled carton the 
bottoms of the articles will rest on the webs 22 to hold 
them against the bottom of the carton so that no addition 
al fastening means is required. 
With the complete carton filled as shown in FIGURE 

1 the filled cartons may be transported and displayed in 
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any desired way. If it is desired to separate the carton 
into two parts as shown in FIGURE 2 for sale of a por 
tion only of the contents, the carton may easily be torn 
apart along the perforated separation line 12 or may be 
cut along the separation line as desired. With the carton 
parts separated as shown in FIGURE 2, the articles con 
tained in each part of the carton will be properly retained 
in position therein by the retaining means at the original 
ends of the carton and by the additional retaining means 
provided adjacent to and on opposite sides of the separa 
tion line. To construction, therefore, lends itself to the 
provision of separable cartons which may be separated 
into two or more parts, with each part holding a desired 
number of articles. 
While one embodiment of the invention has been shown 

and described in detail, it will be understood that this is 
illustrative only and is not to be taken as a definition of 
the scope of the invention, reference being had for this 
purpose to the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A separable carton in combination with a plurality 

of articles arranged side by side in at least one row com 
prising a sleeve of sheet material having bottom, side and 
top walls foldably joined together at angles to each other 
and encircling the row of articles, article retaining means 
at the ends of the sleeve engaging end articles in the row 
to hold the articles in the sleeve, the walls being formed 
with a weakened separation line between two adjacent 
articles in the row at which the sleeve can be separated 
into two parts, and article retaining means on opposite 
sides of the separation line to retain the articles in each of 
the parts when they are separated, each of the last named 
article retaining means comprising a pair of generally tri 
angular web members foldably connected to adjacent 
walls and foldably connected to each other by a fold line 
coincident with the fold line between said adjacent walls 
when the web members are in the planes of the respective 
walls, one of the web members being joined to one of the 
walls by a fold line spaced from and generally parallel to 
said separation line and the other web member being 
joined to the other wall by a fold line at an acute angle 
to the separation line, said last two named fold lines meet 
ing at the fold line between the adjacent walls, the last 
named web member being folded over against the wall to 
which it is joined and holding the first named web mem 
ber in an extended position in engagement with the adja 
cent article. 

2. The separable carton of claim 1 in which the tri 
angular web members are cut out at one side thereof from 
the sheet material of the respective adjacent walls and 
are left integrally foldably joined to the walls at another 
side. 
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4. 
3. A separable carton comprising a sleeve of sheet ma 

terial having bottom, side and top walls foldably joined 
together, a row of articles supported on the bottom wall 
and confined by the side and top walls, article retaining 
means at the ends of the sleeve to hold the articles there 
in, the walls being formed with a weakened separation 
line between adjacent articles along which the sleeve can 
be separated into two parts, and article retaining means 
on opposite sides of the separation line to retain the 
articles in the parts when they are separated, the last 
named article retaining means comprising a pair of gen 
erally triangular webs foldably joined to the bottom and 
side walls respectively along fold lines at an obtuse angle 
to each other and meeting at the fold line between the 
bottom and side walls, the webs being foldably joined to 
each other by a fold line coincident with the fold line be 
tween the bottom and side walls when the web members 
are in the planes of the bottom and side walls respectively, 
one of the webs being folded over against the wall to which 
it is joined and holding the other web in extended posi 
tion in engagement with the adjacent article. 

4. A separable carton comprising a sleeve of sheet ma 
terial having bottom, side and top walls foldably joined 
together, a row of articles supported on the bottom wall 
and confined by the side and top walls, article retaining 
means at the ends of the sleeve to hold the articles therein, 
the walls being formed with a weakened separation line 
between adjacent articles along which the sleeve can be 
separated into two parts, and article retaining means on 
opposite sides of the separation line to retain the articles 
in the parts when they are separated, the last named arti 
cle retaining means comprising a pair of generally triangu 
lar webs foldably joined to the bottom and side walls re 
spectively along fold lines at an obtuse angle to each other 
and meeting at the fold line between the bottom and side 
walls, the webs being foldably joined to each other by a 
fold line coincident with the fold line between the bottom 
and side walls when the web members are in the planes of 
the bottom and side walls respectively, the web joined to 
the bottom wall being folded over against the bottom wall 
beneath the bottom of the adjacent article and the web 
joined to the side wall being held in extended position in 
engagement with the side of the adjacent article. 
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