
Aug. 9, 1966 C. B. ADOLPHSON, JR 3,265,888 
LIGHTED RECEPTACLE 

Filed Dec, 5, 1963 

- 7% 

e. Psy 4726.4% Zézi-O- 22ff,2 

- 3.333 2 2 -sul- 2 2 . Z O Hit 2 2 : A 333333. 33. 
. - 22 z - 32 

A770AMAYS 

  

  

    

  

  

  



United States Patent Office 3,265,888 
Patented August 9, 1966 

1. 

3,265,888 
LIGHTED RECEPTACLE 

Carl Bradford Adolphson, Jr., Easton, Conn., assignor to 
Harvey Hubbell, Incorporated, Bridgeport, Conn., a 
corporation of Connecticut 

Fied Dec. 5, 1963, Ser. No. 328,248 
1. Claim. (C. 240-73) 

This invention relates to a lighted receptacle and, more 
particularly, to a self-lighted convenience outlet. 
A common problem confronting the user of convenience 

outlets is that they are often situated in areas of low 
visibility. In the home, for example, such outlets may 
be baseboard mounted and may even be located partially 
hidden behind articles of furniture. Also, it is often 
desirable to be able to locate and utilize an outlet during 
a period of low illumination without turning on the 
room's general illumination. For example, a parent may 
desire to plug in a vaporizer in a child's room without 
awakening the child by turning on the light. In loca 
tions other than the home, it may often become difficult 
to find convenience outlets. This is especially true, for 
example, in theaters, photographic dark rooms, and 
similar locations. 

Still another disadvantage of prior art receptacles is 
that there is no way of determining whether or not the 
receptacle is energized. In the event of a blown fuse or 
a power failure, it may be difficult to determine whether 
the receptacle is deemergized or whether the appliance 
is inoperative. A similar problem exists where switched 
receptacles are employed. It would normally be desirable 
to be able to tell by simple inspection whether or not 
a receptacle is switched “on' or "off.” One attempted 
solution to this problem has been the provision of separate 
pilot lights. However, such lights often require specially 
made receptacles and cover plates which results in in 
creased expense to the consumer. 
The extent to which night lights of various types are 

employed is also well known. Most of these lights are 
purchased as separate units and are plugged into outlets 
at the desired location. One obvious disadvantage of 
such lights is that they are easily removable by a small 
child so that they may not be available to perform their 
intended function. 

It is the primary object of this invention to provide 
such a receptacle which is particularly adapted to serve 
as a convenience outlet which visually indicates whether 
it is energized or deemergized and which will also func 
tion as a nightlight. 
The manner in which the foregoing objects are achieved 

will be more apparent from the following description, 
the appended claim, and the figures of the attached draw 
ing, wheren: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a duplex grounding receptacle 
constructed in accordance with this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a cross section taken along the line 2-2 of 
FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the receptacle of FIG. 1, 

partially broken away to show its internal construction; 
FIG. 4 is a cross section taken along the line 4-4 of 

FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of a modified duplex grounding 

receptacle in accordance with the invention; and 
FIG. 6 is a cross section taken along the line 6-6 of 

FIG.5. 
The embodiment of FIGS. 1-4 illustrates a duplex 

grounding receptacle comprising a body 10 which may 
be molded of a suitable plastic or other material such 
as commonly used in the construction of electrical recep 
tacles. The body 10 defines a pair of identical plug re 
ceiving single receptacles 10a, 10b. The upper surface 
of each of the single receptacles 10a, 10b defines a pair 
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of parallel spaced slots, 12 for receiving the contact blades 
of a male electrical plug. In addition, a semi-circular 
grounding opening 14 is formed adjacent to each pair 
of slots and arranged to receive the grounding plug of 
a three prong connector. The grounding openings 14 
communicate with grounding female contacts disposed 
within the body 10. The slots 12 communicate with 
enlarged cavities 16a, 16b which contain the female elec 
trical contacts 18a or 18b of contact-terminal members 
that are housed in the body 10. The bottom of the 
body 10 is open, but closed by a suitable base 20 of 
insulating material which defines wiring openings 22 posi 
tioned to be in line with terminal portions of the contact 
terminal members and receive the bared ends of electrical 
supply conductors. The body and base assembly is held 
together by means of a metallic bridge 24, which resiliently 
grips the assembly and, if desired, by supplemental se 
curing means. The receptacle construction so far de 
scribed is conventional and need not be further detailed. 
The cavities 16a, 16b, which communicate with slots 

12, are separated by central walls 26 of insulating material 
out of which the body 10 is formed; however, a cylin 
drical well 28 is formed in each wall 26 between a pair 
of slots 12 which extends from the bottom of the body 
upwardly just short of the upper surface of body 10, 
leaving outer surface portions 30a, 30b enclosing the 
upper ends of the wells. The diameter of each well 28 
is slightly larger than the width of its central wall 26, 
thus forming a pair of vertical rectangular openings 32a, 
32b communicating between each well 28 and its two 
adjacent cavities 16a, 16b. Positioned within each of 
the cylindrical wells 28 is a neon lamp 34a, 34b, which 
is connected in series with a suitable resistor 36, and each 
of the series combinations is connected across the female 
contacts 18a, 18b. 

It will now be apparent that, with a receptacle con 
structed as described above, the neon lamps 34a, 34b. 
will be lighted whenever, but only when, the receptacle 
is energized. Light from the neon lamps will pass 
(through the corresponding rectangular openings 32a, 
32b into the enlarged cavities 16a, 16b. These cavities 
will be flooded with light which will also issue from the 
slots 12. Accordingly, it will be seen that whenever a 
receptacle in accordance with the invention is located 
in a poorly lighted area, it will nevertheless be easy to 
locate and use so long as the receptacle is energized. 
When the body of the receptacle is constructed of an 
opaque material, such as brown Bakelite, it will be obvious 
that light will issue only from the slots 12. When a 
translucent material, such as ivorine plastic, is employed 
for forming the body of the receptacle, light from the 
neon lamp will cause the entire front of each receptacle 
to glow. In particular, light will issue strongly through 
the surfaces. 30a, 30b. A receptacle constructed in this 
fashion will function very adequately as a night light for 
use in children's rooms, halls, theaters, and similar loca 
tions and will still continue to be effective for locating 
the receptacle and indicating its state of energization. 

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate a modification of this inven 
tion which is particularly useful when the body 10 is 
formed of an opaque material such as the brown Bakelite 
referred to above. In FIGS. 5 and 6, similar reference 
numerals are used as in FIGS. 1-4 for corresponding parts 
but are provided with a prime to distinguish them. In 
this embodiment, the cylindrical wells. 28' extend com 
pletely through the body of the receptacle to the outer 
front surface. The ends of the wells 28’ are then closed 
by translucent or transparent plugs 38. By means of this 
construction, the night light feature may be incorporated 
into a normally opaque receptacle, as the illumination 
will issue from the translucent plugs 38 as well as from 
the slots 12. 
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It will be apparent that this invention is not limited 
in its applicability to any particular type of receptacle. 
Although a duplex grounding outlet has been illustrated, 
for example, the invention is also applicable to other 
types, such as non-grounding and single receptacles. It 
will also be apparent that, by means of this invention, 
all the objectives set forth above are achieved. The 
receptacle can be easily located regardless of the level 
of the surrounding illumination. It serves as a night 
light and it also indicates its state of energization. It 
will further be obvious to those skilled in the art that 
many other variations and modifications may be made 
in this invention without departing from its spirit and 
scope. Accordingly, it is to be understood that the 
foregoing description is illustrative only, rather than 
limiting. This invention is limited only by the scope of 
the following claim. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
An electrical duplex outlet which comprises: a two 

part body of insulating material having a front surface 
and defining therein a first and a second receptacle, each 
including first and second cavities, said front surface 
defining first and second parallel slots in each receptacle 
communicating, respectively, with said first and second 
cavities, said body further including a wall portion extend 
ing between the first and second cavities of each receptacle, 
said wall defining first and second substantially cylindrical 
wells positioned, respectively, between each pair of first 
and second cavities and extending substantially perpen 
dicular to said front surface but with its forward end 
being spaced therefrom, the opposite side of each well 
piercing said wall to define rectangular parallel slots 
communicating, respectively, with said first and second 
cavities; first electrical conductor means mounted in said 
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4. 
body and including female contacts in each of said first 
cavities to be contacted by a connector blade inserted 
through a corresponding first slot; second electrical con 
ductor means mounted in said body and including female 
contacts in each of said second cavities to be contacted 
by a connector blade inserted through a corresponding 
Second slot; a first substantially cylindrical electrical lamp 
positioned within said first well with a substantial portion 
of the side wall of said first lamp intermediate its ends 
being in contact with, and supported by, the sides of said 
first well, the remaining portions of the side wall of 
said first lamp being positioned adjacent the correspond 
ing parallel slots to illuminate said first and second cavities 
therethrough, said first lamp being connected across said 
first and second electrical conductor means to be energized 
therefrom; and a second substantially cylindrical lamp 
positioned within said second well with a substantial 
portion of the side wall of said second lamp intermediate 
its ends being in contact with, and supported by, the 
sides of Said second well, the remaining portions of the 
side wall of said second lamp being positioned adjacent the 
corresponding parallel slots to illuminate said first and 
Second cavities therethrough, said second lamp being con 
nected across said first and second electrical conductor 
means to be energized therefrom. 
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