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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MELVILLE LOFTIN, of
Hildreth, in the county of Edgar and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and Improved
Nail-Puller, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

The object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved nail-puller which is sim-
ple and durable in construction, easily ma-
nipulated, conveniently pulls nails, extracts
staples, and which is useful in removing wire
from fences, sealing-strips from boxes, hoops,

- &e. .
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The invention consists of certain partsand
details and combinations of the same, as will
be fully deseribed hereinafter, and then point-
ed out in the claim. »

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letfers of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improve-
ment as applied for pulling nails on the edge
of a box. Fig. 2isalike view of the improve-
ment as applied for pulling nails located ata
distance away from the edge of the box. Fig.
3 is a side elevation, with parts in section, of
the improvement as applied for extracting
staples to remove fence-wire; and Fig. 4 is a
perspective view of the improvement in an
open position.

The improved nail-puller is provided with
a claw-hammer A of any approved construc-
tion, having a body B, from which extends
the head C proper in oné direction and the

- claws D in the opposite direction. A handle
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K is fastened to the body B for manipulating
the hammer. On the shank of the hammer-
body B is arranged a transversely-extending
pivot F, on which is pivoted an arm G, pref-
erably made in fork shape, as is plainly illus-
trated in Fig. 4, the said arm extending in
opposite directions from the fulcrum to form
the straight end H and the angle-point I, lo-
cated at theopposite end: The pointIextends
outwardly at an obtuse angle from the arm, as
is plainly illustrated in the drawings. The
end H is open, asis plainly shown, so that the

hammer-body B can be turned within the arm

G to assume the various positions necessary so

for pulling or extracting various articles.
As shown in Fig. 1, the device is employed
for pulling a nail near the edge of a box. In

this case the arm G is held in a upright posi--

tion, with the straight end H engaging the
side of the box, the claws D of the hammer
engaging the nail, the bottom of the eclaws
resting on top of the box. The operator now
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holds the arm G in a fixed position by taking -

hold at or near its upper end, and by then
swinging the handle E in the direction of the
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arrow o’ a pull is exerted by the claws D on

the nail, so that the latter is conveniently
loosened and can be readily withdrawn by a
further swinging motion of the claw-hammer
in the direction indieated. It is understood

that by holding the arm G in a fixed position.

the claw-hammer turns on the arm, the pivot
F being the fulerum. When it is desired to
remove a nail located away from the edge of
the box or other place, then the arm G is
swung into the position illustrated in Fig. 2—
that is, the angular point I is engaged with
thie top of the box, while the claws D engage
the nail. By pulling on the handle E in the
direction of the arrow o’ the nail is readily
withdrawn or pulled, the arm G being held in
a fixed position by the angular point I, en-
gaging the material of the box.

For removing staples from fence-posts, in
order to remove fence-wire, as illustrated in
Fig. 3, the device is used in a manner simi-
lar to that above described in reference to
Fig. 2, the only difference being that the arm
G is arranged in a vertical position, but en-
gages the posts by means of -the angular point
I tohold the arm G in position while the elaw-

- hammer A is actuated to withdraw the staple.

It is understood that for removing bands,
boops, strips, &e., from boxes, barrels, and
the like the device is used in a similar man-
ner to that above described, and illustrated
in Figs. 2 and 3, the claws D passing under-
neath the strip, hoop, or band, with the an-
gular point I of the arm Hfixed to the article
carrying the hoop, band, or strip.
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Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A nail-puller. comprising a handled claw-

"5 hammer, an arm pivoted on the sides of the
hammer-body and extendingin opposite direc-
tions from its fulerum, the said arm being
forked and its open end straight to permit of

turning the hammer-body within the said |

arm, and a point formed on the other end of 10 -
the said arm and extending outwardly at an
obtuse angle fromthe said arm, substantially

as shown and described.

MELVILLE LOFTIN,
Witnesses: '
James K. MASON,
FrED HOOVER.
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