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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ANDREW McC. GARD 

NER, citizen of the United States, residing 
at Nashville, in the county of Davidson and 
State of Tennessee, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Belt 
Buckles, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
This invention relates to buckles, and par 

ticularly to those used for attaching the 
ends of belts. 
The object of the invention is to form an 

improved device for the purpose stated 
characterized particularly by novel means 
for holding the ends of the belt and for per 
Initting adjustment thereof to vary the size 
of the belt. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings in which 
Figure 1 is a front view thereof: Fig. 2 

is a rear view of the buckle, the belt being 
Tremoved: Fig. 3 is a top edge view of the 
buckle; Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 
of Fig. 1: Fig. 5 is a top edge view of the 
buckle in open position. - 

Referring specifically to the drawings, 6 
indicates a front plate adapted to conceal 
the remainder of the buckle, and which may 
be ornamented or decorated as desired, and 
which is the only part of the device which 
shows when it is in use. The belt is indi 
cated at 7. On the back of said plate, near 
One end thereof, is affixed a hinge member 8 
which is provided for a portion of its length 
with a row of teeth 9 presented inwardly, 
or toward the other end of the plate. The 
member 8 receives, for pivotal connection, 
the ends of a vertically elongated loop 10 
the opposite side of which is covered or 
faced with a sheet metal plate 11. The loop 
10 is preferably made of stout wire or the 
like, and the wires are extended horizontally 
across the buckle forming a bar 12 com 
posed of two strands of the wire which are 
bent at the opposite end to form a vertically 
elongated loop 13 which is substantially a 
duplicate of the loop 10. The loop 13 is 
also provided on its inner side with a sheet 
metal plate 14 and on its outer or distant 
side with a hinged clamp member 15 which 
is arranged to turn on the loop and which 
has a row of teeth 16 projecting toward the 
edge of the plate 13 when the buckle is 
closed. The plate 6 also has a rearwardly 
projecting snap clasp 17 consisting of a 

plate or piece of spring metal soldered or 
otherwise fixed to the back of the plate, with 
a projecting lip turned up to propel position 
so that the member 15 when pressed against 
the front plate will snap in behind the lip 
and be held in closed position against the 
front plate. 
The hinge connection between the part S 

and the loop 10 allows the whole back 
frame of the buckle to be swung open, or 
rather allows the front plate to be swung 
away from the belt-holding members of the 
buckle to allow access to the ends of the belt 
for the purpose of adjusting or manipulat 
ing the same. One end of the belt 7 is in 
serted through the loop 13, the plate 6 be 
ing swung open or away and the clamping 
member 15 being turned to open position, as 
shown in Fig. 5. When the member 15 is 
turned or pressed in the toothed part 16 
thereof engages the end of the belt which is 
thereby clamped in the loop 13 against the 
bend or knuckle of the plate 14 on the oppo 
site side of the loop, the teeth engaging the 
belt to hold the same. The front or guard 
plate 6 is then swung to closed position, the 
end 7 of the belt inserted through the loop 
10 and then being first pulled to Snug or 
tight position to fit the waist of the person 
using the belt. When the plate 6 is swung 
to closed position the teeth 9 of the member 
8 engage said belt and clamp the same 
against the knuckle of the plate 11 on the 
opposite side of the loop 10 thereby fasten 
ing the said end in the loop and holding the 
belt; and when the plate 6 is pressed to fully 
closed position the knuckle of the member 15 
Snaps in under the lip of the catch 17, there 
by holding the front plate in closed posi 
tion and locking the clamping members 
which hold the ends of the belt. To unfas 
ten the belt it is simply necessary to pull 
Open the front plate 6, disengaging the same 
from the remainder of the buckle at the lip 
17. This action opens the belt clamp at the 
loop 10 and allows the end 7 of the belt to 
be pulled out or detached, thereby permit 
ting removal of the belt. The opposite end 
of the belt, being the end engaged by the 
clamp 15, will as a rule remain fixed, al 
though it may be adjusted by opening the 
buckle and turning the part 15 outwardly as 
shown in Fig. 5, which will release the belt 
at that end. The clamping devices pro 
vided are without objectionable penetrating 
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tongues and permit the belt to be adjusted fraine provided with loops at opposite ends 25 
to any necessary position. A different belt 
can be readily substituted without removing 
stitches or the like, by merely unfastening 
both ends of the belt from the respective 
clamps which hold the same. 
Although illustrated and described in con 

nection with a belt, the device is applicable 
to garters, bends etc., and no limitation is 
implied with respect to use. 

I claim: w 
1. The combination of a front plate, and a 

buckle member hinged to said plate, to Swing 
5 

to and from the same, means to hold said 
member in closed position against the plate, 
a clasp for one end of a belt, said clasp hav 
ing separate parts attached respectively to 
the plate and said member and arranged to 
hold the end of the belt when the member is 
closed against the plate, and a clasp carried 
by said member for the other end of the belt. 

2. The combination of a front plate, a 
hinge member fixed to the back thereof near 
one end and having a projecting edge, a 

941,242. 

to receive the ends of a belt or the like, one loop being pivotally connected to said mem 
ber, and arranged to swing to closed position 
and to thereby clamp the belt end against 
Said edge, a pivoted clasp member mounted 
on the other loop and constructed to grip the 
end of the belt therein, and means to hold 
the frame closed against the front plate. 

3. The combination of a front plate hav 
ing a Spring clip on the back thereof, a 
buckle frame hinged at one end to the back 
of the plate and having clasps at opposite 
ends to engage the ends of a belt or the like, 
the clasp at the free end having a turning 
clamping part which is engaged and held 
closed by the clip when the frame is swung 
to closed position against the plate. - 

In testimony whereof, affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ANDREW McC. GARDNER, 
Witnesses: 

H. D. NICHOL, 
A. G. NICHOL. 
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