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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JAMES INGELLS, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
East Jordan, in the county of Charlevoixand

.State of Michigan, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Hame-Fasteners;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to improvements in
hame-fasteners; and the objects of the inven-
tion are, first, to provide a simple and dura-
ble fastener which conforms to the shape of
the collar on which the hames are placed and
is adapted to be used on collars of different
sizes, and, secondly, to provide a fastener in
which there will be no lateral movement or
play of the members one on the other to chafe
the collar or other portions of the collar with
which the fastener may contact.

With these and other ends in view my in-
vention consists in the peculiar arrangement
of parts and details of construction, as will
be hereinafter fully pointed out and claimed.

I have illustrated my invention in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Trigure 1is a side eleV ation of a-hame-fast-
ener construeted in accordance with my in-
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional
view thereof. TFigs. 3 and 4 are bottom plan
views of the members composing the fastener.

Likeletters of reference denote correspond-
ing parts in the several figures of the draw-
ings, referring to which—

AB de%wnate the two members composing
the fdstener, each of which is curved longi-

tudinally, as shown in Fig. 2, to conform to‘

the shape of the lower portion of the collar,
about which the hames are fitted. The mem-
ber A is provided with a series of apertures
a, which are separated by narrow strips a’,
and one end of this member is bent upon it-
self to form an eye or loop b, by means of
which it ean be attached to 'one member of
the hames. The member 3 has one end bent
downwardly a short distance to form a hook
¢’ and its other end bent upon itself and cor-
rugated to form an eye or loop d, by means
of which it can be attached to.a member of
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the hames and an eye ¢ to receive a locking
ring or link C.

D designates two downwardly-extending
lugs Whlch are made integral with the mem-

ber B and are situated a short distance from.

the hook end ¢’ of such member. An oper-
ating-lever E is fulerumed between the lugs
D,and the upper end of thislever is provided
with a hook ¢, the hooked end of the lever
working in a slot f, forimed in the member B

‘between thelugs D. ThelugsD are cutaway

on one face to form hooksd’. A downwardly-
extending lug F is attached to or made inte-

gral with the member B and has one of its

faces recessed, as at f’.

In using my invention the lever K is passed
through one of the apertures ¢ in the member
A, and by pressing on the outer end of the le-
ver the two members are brought together,
the lugs F and D and hook ¢’ engaging with
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three of the cross-bars o’ of the member A.

The lugs D and F are made the same width
as the apertures «, so that any lateral move-
ment of the members one on the other is pre-
vented.

The member B is made stronger and thicker
from about its center to one end, and on this
thickened portion are situated the lugs D and
Jr,and said member is reduced from about its
center to its other end and bent upon itself
and corrugated, as before described.

‘When the twomembersare coupled together,
the free end of the member A extends over
such thick portion and bears against the up-
per side of the lever E, so that as a strain or
pull is exerted on theloopbthe freeendof the
member is pressed closely against the lever
B and forces it closer against the confining
ring or link which is slipped over the end of
such lever. The extreme outer end of the le-
ver E is also bent slightly downward to pre-
vent the ring or link C from slipping there-
from.

To uncouple the members A B, the ring C
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is removed from the lever, and by drawing .

such lever down the upper hooked end there-

of takes around the bar a’, which lies against
the lugs D and pulls the member A clear of
the lugs F and D and the hook ¢/.

It will be noticed by reference to Tig. 2
that when the parts are locked together there
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is no strain whatever exerted on the lever,
the hooked end of which lies wholly between
the lugs D, and that the lever is only used for
drawing the member A to or away from the
member B; also, that when the parts are
locked together the lever is held so firmly by
its own elasticity and the pressure of the free
end of the member A thereon it is impossible
for it to become disengaged from the ring C
and fall down or be struck by brush or other
obstacles, soas to uncouple the members when
in use. :

I am aware that changes in the form and
proporiion of parts and details of construe-
tion of the devices hereinshown and described
as an embodiment of my invention can be
made without departing from the spirit of or
sacrificing the benefits of my improvements,
and I therefore reserve the right to make such
changes and alterations in the form and pro-
portion of partsas fairly fall within the scope
of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,

what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A hame-fastener consisting of a member
provided with a series of apertures and hav-
ing a loop or eye at one end, another member
provided with a hook at one end and having
its other end bent upon itself and corrugated,
said member being also provided with a lug
adapted to take into one of the apertures in
the-other member and with two parallel hook-
shaped lugs which are arranged between the
first-named lug and the hook end of the mem-
ber, an operating-lever fulerumed between
the parallel lugs and having a hook at one
end, and a locking-ring fitted between one of
the members and its corrugated end,substan-
tially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses. ‘

JAMES INGELLS.

Witnesses:

JAMES A. KEAT,
JOHEN L. CATE.
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