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5 Claims.

It is common to make table tops and the tops
of counters or counter-like structures of panels
of opaque structural glass. If the edge of such a
panel be struck by a hard object it is apt to chip
the panel. Furthermore, when a panel is not
cast in such a manner as to have a fire finish
edge or is cut from a larger piece, polishing of the
edge faces is necessary in order to produce a
merchantable article,

The object of the presént invention is to pro-

vide a panel of opaque structural glass or other
material with edge-protecting means which shall
be attractive in appearance and which not only
protects the edge of the panel against damage or
breakage but also permits the use of panels with
rough or unfinished edge faces. )

The various features of novelty whereby my in-

vention is characterized will hereinafter be point-
ed out with particularity in the claims; but, for
a full understanding of my invention and of its
objects and advantages, reference may be had to
the following detailed description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing, where-
in:
Figure 1 is a top plan view of a circular panel,
which may be a table top, embodying the present
invention; Fig. 2 is a section on line 2—2 of Fig.
1, on an enlarged scale; and Fig. 3 is a view simi-
lar to Fig. 2 illustrating a step in the applica-
tion of the protective means to the panel.

Referring to the drawing, 1 represents a panel
of any size or shape and of any suitable material.
1n the arrangement shown, the panel is round and
is composed of frangible material such, for exam-

5-ple, as opagque structural glass. The panel is sur-

rounded by a border frame of novel construction.
The border frame is composed of a body member
of steel or the like and a facing or sheathing of
decorative or ornamental metal which also serves

40 to secure the frame structure fo the panel. The

45 ness and wings 3 and 4 extending in opposite

50

body member is preferably formed from a long,
heavy strip or narrow plate folded upon itself along
lines extending throughout the length thereof
to produce a central short stem 2 of double thick-

directions from one end of the stem and down-
wardly. The parts are so proportioned that, when
the folded strip is placed against the edge of the
panel with the free end of the stem engaging the
- panel about midway between the top and bottom
face of the latter, the wings 3 and 4 contact with
the panel at what may be termed the upper and
lower corners of the latter, respectively. The
wing 3 is preferably made wide enough so that

:55- the marginal portion along the free long edge ex-

(Cl, 45—31)

tends upwardly beyond the top surface of the
panel and is curved. laterally, as indicated at 5;
so that the free long edge lies close to the top of
the panel a short distance inwardly from the
edge of the latter. The wing 4 is preferably of
such a width that it terminates in about the plane
of the bottom face of the panel. '

The decorative sheathing or facing is in the
form of a sheet metal strip 6 thinner than the
material of which the body member is made; this
strip being bent along the longitudinal center to
form a trough into which the body member is
nested. In the manufacture of the proteciive de-
vice one marginal section of the decorative strip,
adjacent to one long edge, is bent or curled so as
to follow the contour of the hooked or curved part
5 of the body member, as indicated at 7, and is
continued far enough so as to extend entirely over
the corresponding edge face of the sheet or plate
of which the body member is composed, as indi-
cated at 8. .

When the protecting strip is set against the edge
of the panel the hooked part 5 of the body member

overlies the part 8 of the decorative element and

presses it down on the top face of the panel so
that no metal, except that of the decorative strip,
remains visible.

The decorative strip is made wide enough so

that it projects a material distance beyond the.

free edge of the wing 4, as indicated at 9. Since
the wing 4 extends down to the plane of the
under face of the panel, the adjacent extension
9 of the decorative strip, of course, lies below such
plane. Consequently, after the device has been
set against the edge of the panel, with the hooked
or curved edge portion resting on top of the panel,
the part 9 may be bent laterally underneath the
panel and into contact with the under face of
the latter, as indicated in Fig. 2. The edge-
protecting device is now effectively interlocked
with the panel to prevent it from being removed
in a direction at right angles to the plane of
the panel.

The edge-protecting element as a whoie is
preferably pre-formed so as to follow along the
edge or edges to be covered thereby. In the case
of a round table top, for example, the device as
a whole is bent into the form of a hoop or ring
that fits nicely around the panel; the meeting
edges of the compound strip being welded to-
gether, as indicated at 10. This welding may
be done before the device is applied to the panel,
or afterwards. If a series of panels vary mate-
rially in dimensions or in edge surface configura-
tion, so that it would be difficult to apply stand-
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ardized preformed edge-protecting rings, each
ring may be welded after being individually fitted
to the particular panel with which it is to re-
main associated.

It will be seen that the protective device acts
in a true sense as a buffer with respect to any
blow against the same excepting posgibly a blow
directly against the central apex or ridge ifi the
direction of the length of the stem portion 2.
Such blows can do little harm because the stem
engages with the panel halfway between the up-
per and lower face and there is little danger of
damage occurring by reason of shocks transmitted
to the same in this region. - Blows ageinst the
siopes of the protective frame, 6ri the 6ther hand,
are effectively cushioned because the slope or wing
portions do not contact with the panel except near
the top and bottom of the latter.

The edge-protecting device may bhe rézarded;
in its broader aspects, as a long trough-like mem-
ber, the trOUgh being preferably in the form of
a flattened V, constructed and atranged to be
egsily apphed to thé édge of a panel and to be
seécurely held after being applied; the trough
having a ¢entral longltudmal partition therein.

While I have ilitstrated and described with
particularity only a single preferred form of my
invention, I do hiot desite to be limited to the ex-

_att structural détails thwus illustrated and de-

scribed; but intend to cover all forms and ar-
rangeiments which ¢ome within the definitions of
my inveiition é¢onstituting the appended élaims.

I claim:

1. Thé vombination with a panél, of an edge-
protecting deviceé comprising a trough-like mem-
per swhich in cross section is in the form of a flat-
tened Vv extending along the edge of the panel
withi the panel engaged in the trough of the
charnel ahd a decorativé strip engaged with and
fitting the conicave side of said memmber, the
margingl portions at the free long edgeés oI said
device overlappimg and engaging with the top
and bottoin faces of the panel along said edge of
the latter.

9. The combihation with a panel, 6f an edge-
protecting device comprising & trough-like mem=
ber extending along the edge of the pa,nel with the
paneél engaged in the trough of the channel and

a decorstive strip engaged with and fitting the
concave side of 8aid meraber, the marginal pots=
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tions at the free Jong edges of said device over~
lapping and engaging with the top and bottom
faces of the panel along said edge of the latter,
said trough-like member having a central longi-
tudinal partition in the trough thereof, and said
partition resting against the edge face of the
panel about midway between the top and bot-
tom faces of the latter.

3. The combination with a panel, of an edge-
protecting device comprising a member which in
cross section is in the form of a flattened V hav-
ing a central partition, said member extending
4long the edge of the panel with the partition
element engaged with the edge face of the panel
about midway between the top and bottom faces
of the panel and the sloping sides of the said
member engaged with the panel along the upper
and lower corners, and means at the long edges
of the 5aid member overlapping and engaged
with the marginal portions of the top and bottom
faces of the panel.

4, The combination with a panel, of a long
trough-like member extending along the edge
of the panél and havihg the marginal portion at
one long edge extending inwardly over the top
of the panel and the other long edge engaged
with the panel along thé lower corner of the
latter; and a decorative strip extending from a
point between the said marginal portion of said
member and the top face of the paneél over
the top of the said marginal portien and down
across the outer face of said mémber beyond the
plane of the bottom face of the panel and then
laterally into ergagement with the said bettorm
face of the panel.

5. A member adapted to be applied over an
edge of a panel comprising a long trough-like
metal strip having the méargihal portion along one
long free edge projecting inwardly; and & facing
strip of bendable metal covering the convex face
of the said member, including said marginal por=-
tion, extending areund and concealing the afore-
said free edge of said membér, ahd projecting a
substantial distance beyond the other long fres
edge of siid member to provide a holding lip or
flange that sy be bent laterally to cooperate
with s§2id marginal portion tc grip a panel be-
tween them. ,
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