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" To all whom it may concern:

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM J. POINTER AND JAMES A. RAMSEY, OF COWETA, ORLAHOMA.

PORTABLE SHELF,

Be it known that we, Witriam J. Pointer

~and  Jamms A. Ransey; citizens of the
United States, residing at Coweta, in the

county of Wagoner and State of Oklahoma,
have invented ‘certain new and useful Im-
provements in Portable Shelves, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in store furniture and is con-

- structed to provide a plurality of compart-

ments which when removed from a series of
shelves will be automatically closed and
ready for transportation.

- With the above and other objects in view,

" this invention consists in the construction,
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combination, and arrangement of parts, all

“as hereinafter more fully described, claimed,

and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the shelves
in which the compartments are adapted to
be retained ; Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section

 thereot with the compartments or recepta-
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cles removed ; Fig. 3 is a perspective view of
one of said compartments or receptacles

. with the front thereof removed; Fig. 4 is a
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similar view illustrating the lid or front in

. place; Fig. 5 is a section taken along the

line 5—5 of Fig. 2; Fig. 6 is a perspective
view of means for retaining the lids or
fronts within the casing provided with the

-~ same; Fig. 7 is a similar view of one of the

"~ 85

hooks carried by the receptacle or compart-
ment; Fig. 8 is a horizontal section illus-

- trating the lid in position on the box or

40 of the receptacle or compartment illustrat-

45

compartment; Fig. 9 is an inside elevation
of the lid or front; Fig., 10 is an outside
elevation thereof; Fig. 11 is an end elevation

ing the lid or front in position, parts thereof
being broken away; Fig. 12 is a similar view

taken from the opposite end illustrating the

lid removed.
The portable shelves forming the subject-

“matter.of the present invention comprise a
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series of shelves or supports having tracks
thereon on which are adapted to travel a

series of receptacles or compartments, said .
-receptacles being inclosed upon six sides
thereof. ‘A casing is provided at one ter-

minal of the shelves in which are adapted

+to be received a plurality of lids or fronts
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which are adapted to entirely inclose said

- receptacles or boxes, as the same pass
“through said casing.

—————

Speciﬁéation of I.ett:ers Patent.

Patented Dec. 6, 1910.

Ayplication filed June 14, 1910. Serial No. 566,849,

Reference being had more particularly to
the drawings 10 indicates a plurality of
shelves having at one terminal thereof the
casing 11, said casing being provided with
a series of compartments 12. Each of these
compartments 1s provided with a follower
13 adapted to be normally projected to the
passage A by the springs 14.

The compartments or receptacles adapted
to reciprocate on the shelves 10 comprise a
box 15 being inclosed on three sides thereof
and having the ends 16 counter sunk from
the outer edges of the sides. One of the
ends is provided with a spring lock 17 while
the opposite extremity thereof is provided
with a pair of hooks 18, said hooks being
constructed from a plate 19 which engages
the inner surface of one of the ends 16, and
has its outer terminal 20 tapered and bent
outwardly, the free end of said hook adapt-
ed to rest flush with the sides of the com-
partment 15.

The lids which are adapted to be retained
on the compartment 15 by the spring locks
17 and the hooks 18 comprise a plate or
board 21 which has its terminals tapered on

opposite sides. A hasF 22 is provided on the
i

inner surface of the lid 21 adjacent to one
terminal thereof and is adapted to be en-
gaged by the spring lock 17 while the oppo-
site terminal is provided with a pair of par-
allel grooves 23 which terminate at-their
outer terminals in the plate 24. The grooves
23 form a guide for the hooks 18 in such
a manner that the same when in their opera-
tive position are retained under the plate
24 while the hasp 22 is engaged by the
spring lock 17 as hereinafter more fully
described. Tach lid is provided adjacent
the grooves 23 with the transverse channel
25 in the edges thereof, said channel open-
ing into a groove 26 in the outer side of
the lid and is concealed by the retaining
plate 27. This construction provides a
means for retaining the lids 21 in the com-
partments 12 previous to being engaged by
the receptacles. ‘
The top and bottom of each compartment
is provided with an angle iron 28 which is
adapted to engage each lid in the recess 25
and bear against the plate 27, thus prevent-
ing the springs 14 from forcing the lid into
the passage A. An angle iron 29 is formed
on the end of the casing 11 opposite to the
angle irons 28 and is adapted to retain the
opposite terminal of the lids at an angle
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to the longitudinal dimension of the hori-
zontal passage A. A spring 30 is mounted
on the casing A adjacent the outer side
thereof and provides a means for locking
the hasp 22 in the lock 17.

From this construction -it will readily be
seen that the terminal of the lid 21 carry-
ing the plate 24 is projected partially into
the passage A and as the box 15 passes the
same the hooks 18 will travel in the grooves
23 until the same engage the plate 24 after
which the lid is carried with the box 15
and is removed from the casing 11, permit-
ting. the next lid to be forced forwardly
by the follower 13. As the terminal of the
lid carrying the hasp 22 passes the spring 80
the latter forces the hasp into locking en-
gagement with the lock 17, thus securing
the lid firmly to the box 15. The compart-
ment with the lids secured thereto then pass
from the passage A to a chute 31 and are
then ready for transportation.

In order to remove the compartments from
the shelves a rope 32 or similar flexible
member is secured to the top of the casing 11
and passes in a groove along the top of
the upper shelf, then downwardly in a
groove 33 in the bottom of said shelf, hence
1s bent upon itself passing reawardly in a
groove in the under side of said shelf and
so on until the free end is conducted from
the casing 11 and operated upon by a wind-

~lass. :

Having thus described our invention, what
is claimed as new is:

1. The combination with a plurality of
shelves, of a casing at one extremity thereof
provided with a series of compartments,
each compartment adapted to correspond
with one of said shelves, a series of lids
adapted to be retained in each compart-
ment, means whereby said lids may be par-

- tially projected from said compartments, a
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-series of boxes adapted to reciprecate in

said shelves and past said casing, hooks
carried by one end of each box adapted to
engage one terminal of said lid, and means

“whereby the remaining terminal of said lid

may be engaged by said box.

9. The combination with a plurality of
shelves, of a casing at one extremity thereof
provided with a series of compartments,

‘each compartment adapted to correspond

with.one of said shelves, a series of lids
adapted to be retained in each compartment,
means whereby said lids may be partially
projected from said compartments, a series

of boxes adapted to reciprocate im said

shelves and past said casing, hooks car-
ried by one end of each box adapted to en-

-gage one terminal of said lid, and a lock

adapted to engage the remaining terminal of
each 1id. o

3. The combination with a plurality of
shelves, of a casing at one extremity thereof

978,059

provided with a series of compartments,
each compartment adapted to correspond

with one of said shelves, a -series of lids

adapted to be retained in each compartment,
means whereby said lids may be partially
projected from said compartments, a series
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of boxes adapted to reciprocate in said -

shelves and past said casing, hooks car-

ried by one end of each box adapted to en-
gage one terminal of said lid, a.lock adapt-
ed to engage the remaining terminal of each
lid, and means whereby the positive engage-
ment of said lid by said box may be insured.

4. The combination with .a pluralityof
shelves, of a series of boxes mounted - for
movement therein, the front of said boxes
being open, means whereby lids may auto-
matically engage one end of said boxes, and
means whereby the opposite terminals. of
said lids may automatically be locked into
engagement with said boxes.

5. The combination with a plurality. of
shelves, of a series of boxes mounted for
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movement therein, the front of said boxes. . -

being open, hooks carried by one ‘terminal
of said boxes, lids adapted to be engaged at

one end thereof by said hooks, and means

whereby the opposite terminals of said lids

may automatically engage the opposite ter-’

minals of said boxes.

6. The combination with a plurality of
shelves, of a series of boxes mounted for
movement therein, the front of said boxes
being open, hooks carried by one terminal
of said boxes, lids adapted to be engaged at
one end thereof by said hooks, automatic
locks carried by the opposite terminals. of
said boxes, and means whereby the opposite
terminals of said lids may automatically en-
gage said locks.

7. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a plurality of shelves, of
a casing located at the end of said shelves,
said casing being provided with a compart-
ment for each of said. shelves, a series of
boxes mounted for movenment on said shelves
having the front thereof open, a series of
lids adapted to be retained in each of said
compartments,
adapted to project said lids from said cas-
ing, and means whereby each of said boxes
may engage one-of said lids.

8. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a plurality of shelves; of 4
casing located at the end of said shelves, said
casing being provided with a compartment
for each of said shelves, a series of boxes
mounted for movement on said shelves hav-

ing the front thereof open, a series of lids.

adapted to be retained in each of said com-
partments, means whereby one terminal of
each lid may be projected from said casing,

spring = pressed. followers:
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means whereby the outer terminal of each -

box may engage the projecting end of one of
said lids, and means whereby the opposite
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end of said lids may automatically be locked
into engagement with the opposite end of
said box. ‘

9. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a plurality of shelves, of
a casing located at the end of said shelves,

“said casing being provided with a compart-
ment for each of said shelves, a series of

boxes mounted for movement on said shelves

‘having the front thereof open, a series of

~lids adapted to be retained in each of said

compartments, means whereby one terminal
of each lid may be projected from said cas-

" ing, means whereby the outer terminal of
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each box may engage the projecting end of
one of said lids, means wkereby the opposite

end of said lids may automatically be locked |

into engagement with the opposite end of
said box, and means whereby the boxes may
be conducted from said casing.

10. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a plurality of shelves, of

a

a casing located at the end of said shelves,
said casing being provided with a compart-
ment for each of said shelves, a series of

' boxes mounted for movement on said shelves

having the front thereof open, a series of
lids adapted to be retained in each of said
compartments, means whereby one terminal
of each lid may be projected from said cas-
ing, means whereby the outer terminal of
each box may engage the projecting end of
one of said lids, means whereby the opposite
end of said lids may automatically be Iocked
into engagement with the opposite end of
said box, and means whereby said boxes may
be simultaneously removed from said shelves.
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM J. POINTER.
JAMES A. RAMSEY.
Witnesses:
C. K. Lusvik,
Tros. P. Luxer.
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