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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Document 1: JP 2023-097347 A (FUJIFILM CORPORATION) 07 July 2023 (2023-07-07) examples & CN
116356321 A

Document 2: WO 2021/221025 Al (FUJIFILM CORPORATION) 04 November 2021 (2021-11-04) examples &
CN 115486211 A & KR 10-2022-0162158 A & TW 202208988 A

Document 3: JP 2014-010382 A (FUJIFILM CORPORATION) 20 January 2014 (2014-01-20) examples & TW
201403228 A Document 4: JP 2023-097008 A (FUJIFILM CORPORATION) 07 July 2023 (2023-07-07) examples
& CN 116360208 A

Claims are classified into the following two inventions.

(Invention 1) Claims 1-2 and 5-9

The invention in claims 1-2 and 5-9 lacks novelty in light of each of documents 1-4, or is merely an invention
obtained by adding well-known features to the invention disclosed in each of documents 1-4, and therefore does not
have a special technical feature.

Thus, claims 1-2 and 5-9 are classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 3-4

Claims 3-4 share, with claim 1 classified as invention 1, the common technical feature of “a photosensitive
element comprising a support and a photosensitive layer formed on the support using a photosensitive resin
composition, wherein the thickness of the photosensitive layer is 10 um or less, the photosensitive layer contains a
binder polymer, a photopolymerizable compound, a photopolymerization initiator, and a sensitizer, and the binder
polymer has a first structural unit derived from acrylic acid.”

However, the technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior art in light of the disclosures of
documents 1-4 and thus cannot be the to be a special technical feature.

Also, there are no other the same as or corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

Also, claims 3-4 are not dependent on claims 1-2 and 5-9.

Furthermore, claims 3-4 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims
classified as invention 1.

Thus, claims 3-4 cannot be classified as invention 1 but are classified as invention 2.

Invention 1 and invention 2 may not share the technical feature of each other and thus are separate inventions.
However, in practice, the inventions disclose the same “photosensitive element” using different expressions.

Therefore, since the present application is characterized by satisfying both the configurations of claim 1 and
claim 3, satisfying only the configuration of claim 3 cannot be the subject of the examination. For this reason, it was
decided not to require the payment of the additional examination fee for invention 2.
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1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
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