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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

1. Claims: 1-4

Surgical stapling device with an anvil assembly including a
plurality of staple forming pockets and a stiffener plate
providing added strength to the anvil assembly to permit a
reduction in size of the head portion.

2. Claims: 5-18

Surgical stapling device with an approximation mechanism, an
alignment pin assembly which is releasably coupled to the
approximation assembly such that the alignment pin assembly
can be manually actuated independently of the approximation
mechanism or automatically actuated in response to actuation
of the approximation mechanism.
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