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To all, whon, it 77 (ty conce77 : 
Be it known that I, ORRIN LELROY SMITH, 

residing at Chicago, in the county of Cook 
and State of Illinois, have invented a new 
and Improved Device for Hanging Pictures 
or other Articles, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention is an improved device for 

hanging and removing pictures or other arti 
cles, it being equally applicable to both op 
erations. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

device which can be used in connection with 
the picture hangers or hooks now in common 
use and one that can be used in connection 
with the ordinary wire or cord in general use 
before the adoption of the picture hook or 
hanger. 

Formerly a nail was driven into the wall 
and the Wire or cord hung upon said nail; 
but at the present time the more common 
practice is to secure a picture-rod to the wall 
near the ceiling and support the picture 
hooks or hangers thereon. The great diffi 
culty, however, occurs in placing the picture 
hooks or hangers upon the rod, necessitating 
the use of a step-ladder, and, furtheremore, 
in case it is desired to move the picture to one 
side or the other it is necessary to remove 
the entire hook and picture to the adjacent 
place. All of these operations require a 
great deal of time and labor and are more or 
less tedious. . 

The object of my invention is to provide a 
device which can be operated by either man, 
woman, or child, and by means of which the 
picture-hook carrying the Wire can be prop 
erly placed upon the rod while the person 
stands upon the floor; and another object is 
to provide a tool or device by means of which 
the picture, together with the wire and hook, 
can readily be removed from the picture-rod 
in case it is desired to take down the picture 
or move it to another place. 
Another object is to provide a device for 

the purposes described which will securely 
hold or lock the hook and wire therein while 
the same are being moved up or down to hang 
or take down a picture. 
Another object is to provide a device for 

the purposes intended which will securely 
engage or operate upon picture hooks or 

hangers of all descriptions; and another ob 
ject is to provide a tool of this kind in which 
the locking operation will be thoroughly 
automatic. 
With these various objects in view my in 

vention consists in the peculiar construction 
of the Various parts and in their novel com 
bination or arrangement, all of which will be 
fully described hereinafter, and pointed out 
in the claims. 

In the drawings forming apart of this speci 
fication, Figure 1 is a view showing the in 
vention in use, the Wire and picture hook or 
hanger held therein. Fig. 1 is a view show 
ing the picture hung, the wire and hook be 
ing apart from the hanger. Fig. 2 is a detail 
perspective view showing the device closed 
upon a picture hook, or hanger. Fig. 3 is a 
detail view showing the device open. Fig. 4 
is a similar view from the opposite side. 

In carrying out my invention I employ a 
pole A, of any desirable length, and upon the 
upper end thereof is mounted the thimble or 
ferrule B, and extending upwardly from said 
ferrule is a flat arm C, bifurcated at its outer 
end, providing the members C and C°. 
A fastening member D is pivotally mounted 

upon the upper end of the member C" by 
means of a pivot D', said fastening member 
being essentially U-shaped, but the interior 
curve of the lower member is made somewhat 
greater, as shown at D*, than the curve D8 
upon the upper member. 
Upon the exterior of the member D is pro 

duced a lug E, which curves gradually to a 
point, said lug being adapted to engage a 
leaf-spring F, fastened at its lower end to the 
arm C and bearing at its free end against the 
exterior of the fastening member D, and as 
said member is moved up or down upon its 
pivot it is clear that the spring F will rest 
upon either the upper or lower side of the lug 
E and thereby hold the fastening member in 
either a closed or open position. 
The fastening member, being pivoted upon 

one member of the arm, swings toward the 
opposite member Cand engages the same in 
both its upward and downward movements, 
the lower end of the member engaging a shoul 
der G, formed upon the end of the member 
C°, while the upper end of the member D is 
formed with a shoulder G' to increase its 
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thickness and provide a firm bearing upon the 
shoulder G on the top of the member C°. The 
shoulder G limits the upward movement of 
the fastening member as it is thrown open, 
and said shoulder also limits the downward 
movement of said member as it is closed. 
The interior curve D of the member D is 
such that when the fastener is thrown down 
upon the member C° said edge D* will rest 
slightly above the arm C and thereby form a 
suitable guide for the lower end of the picture 
hook or hanger II. 
Now in operation in case it is desired to 

hang a picture upon the picture-rod I by 
means of the hook II the picture-wire K is 
first inserted in the smaller or lower end of 
the picture-hook. The fastening member D 
is then thrown open and the lower member 
of the hook carrying the wire is inserted into 
the said member. 
bearing upon the hook immediately throws 
the lower portion of said member down and 
brings the upper member tight against the 
central portion of the picture-hook and binds 
the same close against the member C° and 
its shoulder G, and the spring F prevents 
any possible dislocation of the parts. Ali of 
the parts being thus arranged, the picture 
with its wire and hook are elevated by means 
of the pole and the larger end of the hook 
placed upon the picture-rod I. The hook 
thus sustains the Weight of the picture and 
the pole with its attachment can be drawn 
downward, and in doing so the fastening 
member is thrown open, as most clearly shown, 
thereby leaving the hook upon the rod and 
the Wire secured in the lower end of the hook. 
As the fastening member is thrown open the 
lugE passes below the head of the leaf-spring 
F and thereby holds said member open ready 
for the next operation. 
In case it is desired to take the picture down 

or remove it to another place on the same rod 
the pole is raised, bringing the end of the 
member C°under the lower end of the picture 
rod, it being understood that the fastening 
member at this time is open. As the pole 
with its attachment is moved upward the 
weight of the picture upon the hook and the 
upWard pressure upon the pole cause the 
spring F to be Overcome and the fastening 
member thrown down or closed, thereby se 
curely holding the hook therein, and by con 
tinuing the upward movement of the pole the 
hook can be removed from the rod and moved 
to another place, if desired, or taken down. 
AS before stated, my improved device can 

be used for hanging pictures upon the ordi 
nary picture-nail in common use before pic 
ture hooks and rods, and in such case the wire 
is inserted in the fastener and then placed 
over the nail. The picture being thus sup 
ported, the pole can be drawn down, and in 
So doing the fastener will of course be opened. 
Should it be desired to remove the wire 

from the Ordinary nail, the fastener is first 

The weight of the picture 

thrown open and then projected up under 
the wire, and as soon as the wire comes in 
contact with the lower leg of the fastening 
member said fastening member is thrown 
closed, and all possibility of the wire escaping 
therethrough will be avoided. 

It will thus be seen that I provide an ex 
ceedingly cheap, simple, and effective device 
for hanging or removing pictures either in 
connection with the picture hook or hanger 
or without said hook, and it will also be noted 
that the fastening operations of said device 
are thoroughly automatic. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. An improved device for hanging and re 
moving pictures or other articles, comprising 
a bifurcated arm having a shoulder at the 
end of one member, a Y-shaped fastening de 
vice pivoted at the end of the opposing mem 
ber, said fastening device being adapted to 
contact with the said shoulder in both an open 
and closed position, substantially as shown 
and described. 

2. An improved device for hanging and re 
moving pictures or other articles, comprising 
a bifurcated arm having a shoulder at the 
end of one member, a U-shaped fastening 
member pivoted to the end of the opposite 
member, said fastening member having a lug 
upon the exterior, and a leaf-spring adapted 
to engage said lug and hold the fastener either 
open or closed, substantially as shown and 
described. 

3. An improved device for hanging pictures 
or other articles, comprising the bifurcated 
arm having a shoulder at the end of one mem 
ber, the t-shaped fastening device pivoted 
at the end of the opposite member, the upper 
leg of said fasiening device having a shoul 
der, said fastening device having also a lug 
adjacent to the pivot, and the leaf-spring 
adapted to engage said lug and hold the fas 
tening device either open or closed, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

4. An improved device for hanging and re 
moving pictures or other articles comprising 
the pole and thimble or ferrule, the arm pro 
jecting from said ferrule, and bifurcated at 
its upper end, the U-shaped fastening mem 
ber pivoted near the upper end of one of the 
members, and having a lug intermediate its 
ends, and a lateral shoulder upon its upper 
end, the upper end of the other member of 
the bifurcated arm having a lateral shoulder 
adapted to engage the lower end of the fas 
tening member and limit its upward nove 
ment, and the leaf-spring attached to the arm, 
and adapted to engage the lug on the fasten 
ing member to hold the same open or closed, 
substantially as shown and described. 

ORRIN LEIROY SMIT. 
Witnesses: 

LUCIE B. SMITH, 
JAMES II. UKILL. 
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