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1

This invention is 2 novel gun-sling, involving
improvements in the known kinds of slings. used
for carrying, aiming and shooting shoulder fire-
arms, rifles or shotguns. The principal object
of the invention is to provide a gun-sling that
can be more easily, quickly and securely engaged
with and fastened to the shooter’s arm and
more easily and quickly released and detached
therefrom. Another object is to provide a gun-
sling that can be easily and quickly read-
justed and changed in length as may be ne-
cessitated when the shooter changes from one
shooting posture to another. Another object
is to provide such an improved gun-sling which
may be economically manufactured, or can be
produced by simple and inexpensive alterations
of the standard U. 8. Army gun-sling. Fur-
ther objects and advantages of the invention will
be explained during the hereinafter following de-
scription of an illustrative example, or will be
apparent to those conversant with the subject.

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 is a left
sidé view of the improved sling applied to the
gun in its disposition or adjustment of non-use,
that. is, as positioned on the gun for all purposes
except for aiming and shooting or for carrying
the gun by the sling over the shoulder; which
may conveniently be designated its inactive po-
sition or adjustment.

PFig. 2 is a similar side view 1ncludmg a per-
spective view of the improved sling. differently
disposed; showing what will be termed the lower
strap loop of the sling detached from the lower
or gun-butt swivel or eye and rearranged or
twisted into & position suitable to receive the left
arm of the shooter, and toencircle the upper part
of the arm. , ‘ ‘

“Pig, 3 is a similar left view of part of the sling,
in’ a modified form,
method of linking or attaching the lower to the
upper strap loop of thesling.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view partly in section of -

a preferred form of butt eye or swivel adapted

to be opened for quick disengagement and release .

of the lower loop from the gun butt and swivel.
Fig. 5 is'an elevational view of a shooter in

the standing position aiming the gun and using
the improved sling in what is known' as the‘

“hasty” manner.
Fig. 6is a similar view of a shooter in the
standing position aiming the gun and using the

improved sling in the “regular” manner with its:

lower loop encircling his upper left arm.
LTt is ‘to be understood that the invention is of

advantage in other postures of the shooter, as.

illustrating an -alternate :

(CL 224—1)
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Tkneelmg, squattmg, 51tt1ng or prone, where-

"with the so-called regular way of use may be:

followed. :

The invention may first be generally outlmed ‘
as follows. . The gun is provided with an upper
strap engaging swivel or pivoted eye A’ on the:

. upper part of the fore-stock A and a lower swivel :
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or eye B’ on.the lower part of  the butt- stock .
B;. the butt eye being preferably openable -for

qmck release of strap theréfrom. The sling com-
prises in.sequence an upper looped strap C and .
a separate lower looped strap E ~of. flexible ma-

terial engageable respectively . in . .the upper a,nd:
lower eyes. or swivels. - The-upper strap. has .a

take-up buckle D . which' makes--of:- the, strap:
a closed upper loop-or fore -loop which; traverses:
and depends from the upper, swivel and is; ad-
justable in its: eﬁectwe length by means of.the-
buckle. and mdependently of ;the lower strap.

The lower strap similarly has"a buckle: device
F making of the strap.a closed lower loop or butt

loop: adapted: to traverse the lower swivel and:
adjustable in its effective length' and tightness.
around the arm by means of the buckle and in-

dependently of the upper strap.  ‘These elements

are combined into a unitary whole by means.of
an interconnecting member; such as.a ball:F or:
a-ring: G, constituting a link engaging between
the upper and lower: loops. . By:this' simple ar-:
rangement the sling, mounted- on-the: gun, may.:
be placed in its inactive setting as seen in: Fig.

1 by shortening the sequence of link-connected:
loops so as to-tauten the sling between the two:
swivels; while. for the hasty. manner of use the

inactive setting is readily converted merely by
lengthening the loop sequence, as by slipping the
lower. strap along through-its-buckle, thus.pro-: .
viding g suitably slack adjustment: between swiv-

~-els, -this' use being, illustrated. in Fig. 5; and for:
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regular aiming and shootmg the lower loop.may::
be disengaged from the gun butt, preferably by
uncouplmg it from a specially constructed lower
swivel or: eye B, and:the loop. then turned or:
twisted .about, as: seen in Fig. 2, and placed to.:
encircle the shooter s upper: arm, where it.con=
stitutes an arm- -band that is -readily .shortened
through its buckle F into a snug fit upon. the .
arm, and the upper ‘or_fore: loop .then’ adJustably,
shortened through its buckle to provide a steady-:
ing tie or stay, under tension between the arm:

* and fore-stock, as seen in Fig,: 6.

58

As {llustrated, the gun- sling specifically. con-‘
sists of the two lengths or loops.C and E of flex-
iblé strap material such as leather or fabric, the
two buckles or equ1va1ent strap gr1pp1ng devmes‘
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from the left arm. (e) It is:necessary touse only
one hand to change the-adjustment. of eitherloop
in’ any shooting position. () It is easy to-loosen
or tighten either loop without disturbing the ad-
justment -of :the other loop, because. they are
wholly. separate -and independent, and: .merely
interconnected by 2 link, contrary to; the pre-
vailing slings wherein the strap loops are inter-
dependent,. and -overlap in operation. :

The advantages ‘will be revealed by.a compari-
son of the military manuals explaining the initial
application and later adjustment of the standard
sling-with the following .description. of .the steps
for .the -application and. adjustment of- the.im-
proved sling of this invention. i co

(1) Rest rifle butt on right thigh with forestock
against inside of right forearm. : _—
- (2) With left hand pull free end E3 of the
lower loop E nearly all the way back through jaws
F2of buckle F, and detach lower loop E from the
butt-stock or from butt-swivel B'.

(3) With right hand :turn lower locp E be-
tween one quarter, and cne half turn and insert
left arm, the right hand cooperating to move the
loop high on left arm. B ‘

-.¢3) With fingérs and thumb of right hand pull
the free end E3 of lower loop E upwardly through
the jaws F2 of buckle F until the desired tight-
ness is obtained;  thus determining and holding
the optimum construction of the arm.,

(5) . With the same fingers and thumb pull the
puckle D down near. buckle F and.pull the free
end C* of upper: loop through jaws D2 of buckle D
until approximately the cotrect length of upper
loop is obtainéd; thus affording the optimum ten-
sion for shooting purposes. s

(6) Grasp forestock A of rifle close below the
foreswivel A? with the left hand so that the upper
loop C lies flat against the back of the left hand
and wrist, and grasp the butt of the rifle with the
right hand. i . Lo

(7) Place the butt of rifle against right shoulder.
1f length of upper loop C is not: correct alter it by
moving the free end C* either way through the
jaws of its buckle D. It will be unnecessary to

,shift the left hand from-the forestock or to touch
the lower loop adjustment.: - :

Additional advantages are found in the im-
proved sling over the standard when the shooter
changes from one shooting position to another.
A shift from the prone to the sitting’ position re-
quires a shortening by several inches of the
length of that part-of the sling that connects the
arm loop with the fore-stock swivel.. In the Army
type sling this requirestwo hands and necessarily
upsets the adjustment of the part that encircles
the arm. In the present sling, the right hand can
readily make the adjustment alone and more-
over can do this without disturbing the arm band
because ‘the arm. band is a separate loop' con-
trolled by a separate buckle.

(441
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. ‘Manufacture of the sling of this inirention is .

meanifestly simple by conventional methods-and,
it may be of conventional materials;, except that
the preferred butt swivel or pivoted eye B’ .is'of
a’ speeial openable structure, e. g. as-shown in
Fig. 4. SI

.Conversion of the present Army sling to the im-
proved sling ‘hereof is simply and economically
accomplished. No change is necessary except to

provide ‘suitable buckles ‘forthe loop -straps of

the improved: sling in:place of the claws of the
Army type, and to'substitute the preferred sling-
releasing eye ‘or-swivel at the rifle butt in place
of ‘the standard non-releasing ‘swivel, and to.re-
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assemble and combine the two straps.and keepers
in the manner as shown in Fig. 1, with the link- .
ing members F' or G as interconnection between
the strapiloops. P [T R :
The advantages-of speed and:ease-of adjust-
ment are obtained at no sacrifice:of: other des
sirable. features; ‘the weight  is- practically -un-
changed; the bucklés:are: clear of the person:of
the shooter in the carrying-and ‘shooting. posi-
tions, and moreover no metal parts can touch:the
gun. ‘ ; ‘ R cel
Referring further to the special butt-swivel B’;
shown in perspective view in Fig. 4, this:is con-
structed to present an eye for.disengageable en~
gagement by the lower loop E. One end:of this
eye is openable by reason of a movable end~piece
or guard B? - the freeend of which is recessed to
engage the outer bar of the:eye, while the other
end is pressed into.closed position by a spring B3
Por this purpose the end-piece B? is attached to a
plunger or pin.B%, which is surrounded by the
spring ‘B?, and which: protrudes at its:far end,
presenting a button 'which can be pressed-to shift
the plunger and.end-piece, ‘thus. to open the
swivel; and preferably the mounting is such that
the end-piece when thus displaced: can he swung:
around, as shown in Fig. 4, to facilitate the in-
serting or removing of the strap loop. : -:. :
In the drawings the buckles are shown'to be.o
the sliding-friction type. which have no . tongue
and require no. holes in the flexible strap. ma-
terial of the sling. The: invention is not to:be
limited however to this preferred type of buckle
beeause other buckles may be used operatively hut
without the full advantages. ~Similarly, the draw-
ings show a preferred butt-swivel or eye that re-
mains on the butt when releasing the sling. - The
improved sling will operate however with a’butt-
swivel that will release itself from-the butt and
follow the sling. It is even: possible to disconnect
the lower léop E from a non-releasing’iype of
swivel by opening the buckle and pulling the free
end of the'loop through the swivel and then pass-
ing it back through the.jaws of.its buckle, caus-
ing delay. Similarly, the ‘connection ‘between or
means linking' together the upper loop and-the
lower :loop may be made by different forms of
link, such ‘as the flat ring shown in Fig. 3. This
would permit the use of a lower loop buckle with-
out-a bail, These and other such changes or
variations in the size, shape, proportions and-ar-
rangement of the parts may be made without de-
parting from the essence of the invention; and
the claims are not intended to be limited to minor
features or: details except to the extent therein
set. forth. - ‘ ‘
.. What is claimed. is: o
1. For a.shoulder gun having an upper eye-at
the forestock ‘and a lower eye at the buttstock;
a:gun-sling comprising, in tandem; sequence: be-
tween said upper and lower eyes, three separate.
and  distinet members consisting - of,: first, an
upper closed-loop strap engaged with the upper
eye and constituting a:tension stay loop ‘member.
between forestock and arm when set. for regular,
shooting; second, an intermediate link member,
and third, a lower closed~loop strap engaged with:
the lower eye when in inactive setting and con- )
stituting -an. arm-band loop: member: when..dis-.
engaged from the lower end and set to:encircle.
the arm for regular shooting;.said upper or ten-
sion stay.loop being engaged with both:said upper:
eye and said link and slidable freely through one:
of them and having 4 take-up buckle device which,

closes the loop and provides for ready. adjusting of
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the effective length and tautness of the tension

. stay, when set for shooting, by one-hand manipu-
lation of the buckle and free strap tail therebe-
yond and independently of the adjusting of the
loewer or armband loop;- and said lower or arm-
band:loop being engaged with said link and hav-
ing-a take-up buckle device which closes the loop
and provides for ready adjusting of the degree of
eircumferential eonstriction thereof areund the
arm, when set for shooting, namely, by one-hand
manipulation of the buckle and free strap tail
therebeyond and independently of the adjusting
of the upper or tension stay loop; whereby for
inactive setting the sequence of Ioops and link
may be shortened between the gun stock eyes,
while for regular shooting the arm band loop may
be disengaged from the lower eye and placed. to
encirele the upper arm and there shortened into
snug fit, and the tension stay loop independently
adjusted as to its tautness to constitute a steady-
ing tle between arm and forestock, and for hasty
shooting the sequence of loops may be lengthened
to. a-suitably slack adjustment.

:2, For a shoulder gun having an upper eye at
the forestock and a lower eye at the buttstock, a
gun-sling comprising, in tandem sequence and as
separate and distinct members, an upper closed-
loop strap constituting a tension stap loop when
set for shooting, an apertured intermediate link
member, and a lower closed-loop strap consti-
tuting an arm-band loop when disengaged from
the lower eye and . set to encircle the arm for
sheoting; said upper or tension stay loop being
engaged in the upper eye and slidable freely
through said link aperture and having g take-up
buckle device which closes the loop and provides
for ready adjusting of the tautness of the tension
stay by one-hand manipulation of the buckle
and free strap length therebeyond and  inde-
pendently of the adjusting of the arm-band loop;
and said lower or arm-band loop being engaged
with the lower eye and said link, and having a
take-up buckle device which closes the loop and
provides; for ready adjusting of the tightness
thereof around the arm, namely, by one-hand
manipulation of the buckle and- free strap length
therebeyond and independently of the adjusting
of the tension stay loop.

.3 For a shoulder gun a gun-sling comprising &
fore loop and a separate buts loop, with an aper-
tured link interconnecting the two loops in tan-
dem, the fore logp being adapted to traverse a
fore swivel on the gun and to. slide freely through:
the link aperture and to act as. a stay tensioned
hetween the fore swivel and the shooter’s upper
arm, and the butt loop being adapted to traverse
a butt swivel on the gun and to be disengaged
therefrom and spread into an -arm-eneircling
loep, and each loop having a take-up means or
buekle for adjusting its effective length independ-
ently of the adjusting of the other loop.

4. A gun-sling for a shoulder firearm having a
forestock 'and a buttsteck, and comprising twe
independently enlargeable and contractable Toops
of strap material, with a slidable link member
whoelly separate from but intercennecting the
two- loops, said link having an aperture through
whieh at least one of said loops freely slides, a
fore-eye connecting the fore=loop to the forestock
and a butt-eye connecting the butt-loop detach-
ably to the buttstock; eaclh loop having its own
take-up device or buckle for adjusting its length;
the butt-loop being adapted to- encircle com-
pletely the shooter’s arm with a degree of tight-

ness determined by its adjustment, and the fore-.
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loop being adapted to act as a tension tie bes
tween the fore-eye and the link member on the
butt loop with a degree of tension determined by
its adjustment. I ‘ :
3. For a shoulder gun the .combination. of the
five following elements in interconnected se-
quence (1) an upper eye at the gun forestock, (2)
an-upper closed-loop strap constituting a tension
stay loop, (38) an apertured intermediate link
member, (4) a lower closed-loop strap consti-
tuting an arm-band loop te encircle the arm for
shooting, and (5) a lower eye at the gun butt-
stock; said upper loop being engaged in the upper
eye and in the link aperture and slidable freely
through at least one thereof and having & buckle-
which closes the loop and provides. for ready ad-
justing of the tautness of the upper loop- inde~
pendently of the adjusting of the arm-band loop;
and said lower loop being engaged with the lower
eye and said link, and having g buckle which
closes the loop and provides for ready adjusting
of the tightness thereof around the arm inde-
pendently of the adjusting of the tension stay
loop. :
6. A gun-sling as in claim 1 and wherein the
intermedate link member comprises a rigid aper-
tured extension or bail extending from the buckle
device of the lower arm-band loop and through
which the upper tension stay loop is freely slid-

able.
- 7. A gun-sling as in claim 1 and wherein the

intermediate link member comprises a rigid sep-
arate ring piece through which both the upper
and lower loops are slidable. o ‘

8. A gun-sling as in claim 1 and wherein the
lower or buttstock eye is openable without de-
tachment from the gun to permit ready ‘disen-
gagement of the arm-band loop from the gun butt
stoek and eye without opening said loop. -

9. A gun-sling as in claim 5 and wherein the

lower or buttstock eye or swivel is permanently

attached to the butt and constructed with' means
permitting it to be readily .opened by hand for
the detachment therefrom of the arm-band loep.

10." A gun-sling consisting of a chain of five
loops in tandem, loops numbers one, three and
five being of rigid material, loops numbers two
ahd four of flexible strap material; loop: number
oue being a swivel attached te the gun butt, loop
number five a swivel attached. at the forestoek
of the gun; loop number two.being an arm band
adapted to encircle the shooter’s. arm, and to pass
through loep number one; loop number four be-
ing adapted to serve as a. tension member or stay

. and to pass through leop five; loop number three

being arranged to link closely to one thickness of
loop number two-and one thickness of loop num-.
ber four; loops numbers twe and four esch being
a closed loop having a buckle and a free end he-
yond the buckle for one-hand adjustment of loep.
size and tautness or tension; the adjustment of
loop. number two being independent of change .of
size or tension of loop number four, and the ad-
justment of loop number four beng independent;
of change of size or tensien of loop number two;:
loop number one being openable for engagement.
and disengagement of loop number two ; Whereby
when the loep chain is set. with loops numbers one
and two engaged the gun-sling may be tautened
into “parade” sling and when the chain consists
of loops numbkers two, three, four and five only
it. may be used to associate the gun with the:
sheoter’s, arm in shooting position.. L
-11.. A gun-sling consisting of a chain of three
separate closed loops, a lower and:an upper loop:
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of strap material, and a middle loop of rigid ma-
terial, all attachable between the swivels of the
gun; the lower loop being adapted to be tightened
constrictingly around the shooter’s arm, the sep-
arate upper loop being adapted to function as a
tension member slidably attached to the upper
part of the gun, and the middle loop adapted to
link closely and slidably to one thickness of the
lower loop and one thickness of the upper loop;
the lower loop having a buckle and a free strap
end for one hand adjustment of size and tight-
ness of the loop around the arm without change
of the other loops, the upper loop having a
buckle and a free strap end for one hand adjust-
ment of size and tension of the loop between the
gun and the middle loop, without change of the
other loops, and the two independent adjust-
ments being readily made while the gun is being
aimed or otherwise handled.

12. A gun-sling adapted to extend between the
upper and lower swivels of a gun and consisting
of two separate loops of strap material linked to-
gether only by 2 sliding connector; the lower loop
being adapted to encircle the arm of the shooter,
and the upper loop being adapted to extend be-
tween the lower loop and the upper swivel of the
gun, with the connector between them; each loop
hsving a buckle and a free strap end for independ-
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ént single-handed adjustment of loop size or ten-
sion: the arm-encircling lower loop being adjust-
able in size and tightness without change of size
or tension of the upper loop, and the upper loop
being adjustable in size and tension independent-
ly of and without change of size or tightness of

_the lower loop; whereby any one or more of such

adjustments are readily made in any sequence by
the trigger hand alone when the gun is in the
shooting position or otherwise handled. -

FRANCIS P. SLOAN.
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