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Description
Technical Field:

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for
dispensing a product from an interior volume of a con-
tainer.

Background Art:

[0002] Both chemically driven and mechanically oper-
ated spray dispensers have been in use for many years
and are still popular Due to their convenience. However,
aerosol dispensers that use chemical propellants have
come under increasing scrutiny and restrictions are being
imposed upon them due to their adverse impact upon
the environment as well as the hazards associated with
handling them and related insurance issues. Also, con-
ventional non-chemical mechanical spray dispensers are
typically unfavorably compared with chemically driven
aerosols because they are bulky and commonly require
multiple steps in their operation, making them difficult to
operate, especially by persons suffering from a disability
such as arthritis. They also require a large number of
parts and a large amount of material to produce them,
which due to the increasing cost of energy makes them
prohibitively expensive to manufacture. This, in turn,
makes them too costly for use at the lower price range
of consumer products, Moreover, there is a general re-
luctance to change from the aerosol propellant driven
systems including bag in a can or pressurized piston in
a can devices.

[0003] Some mechanically operated aerosol devices
incorporate storage chambers thatrequire a step in which
a metered amount of product must be obtained first and
then transferred into a power chamber that provides the
pressure for dispensing the product over a certain dura-
tion. These types of devices are energy inefficient and
degrade over shelf life and or usage, as well as being
too costly due to their exotic material structure and dy-
namic nature for use with a range of desirable products
that currently use finger pumps or chemical aerosol
valves. Bag in a can devices are complex systems that
do nothave all the attributes of chemical aerosol delivery.
[0004] By way of example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,387,833
and 4,423,829 exhibit some of the above shortcomings.
[0005] Pat.No.4,147,280 Ato Spatzrequires dual sep-
arate helixes and a cap for unusual manipulation to de-
liver product as a spray.

[0006] Pat. No. 4,167,041 Ato Capra et. al. requires a
storage chamber.

[0007] Pat. No. 4,174,052 A to Capra et. al. requires a
storage chamber.

[0008] Pat. No. 4,174,055 A to Capra et. al. requires a
storage chamber.

[0009] Pat. No. 4,222,500 A to Capra et. al. requires a
storage chamber.

[0010] Pat.No. 4,872,595 Ato Hammet et. al. requires
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a storage chamber.

[0011] Pat. No. 5,183,185 A to Hutcheson et. al. re-
quires a storage chamber.

[0012] Pat. No. 6,708,852 B2 to Blake requires a stor-
age chamber and multiple actions to set up.

[0013] Other patents for reference are 4,423,829 and
4,387,833 that may be of interest. All have drawbacks in
expense for commercial acceptance and feasibility if
mass produced at high levels in existing market applica-
tions.

[0014] Despite the efforts of such devices as shown in
the forgoing patents, there remains a need for a more
convenienttouse, less expensive, and compactmechan-
ically energized duration spray mechanism that performs
to dispense product comparably to the chemically ener-
gized dispensers in common use. Specifically, it would
be desirable to have a one turn actuated duration spray
pump delivery system that is free of the faults with con-
ventional chemical and mechanically energized aerosol
dispensers.

Disclosure of the Invention:

[0015] Itis an object of this invention to provide a meth-
od for dispensing a product from an interior volume of a
container.

[0016] It is another object of the present invention to
eliminate the need for the charging chamber technology
used in conventional mechanically operated aerosol dis-
pensers and to reduce the multiple steps involved with
operating such delivery systems and to provide a me-
chanically operated system that is close in convenience
to chemically energized dispenser systems.

[0017] It is another object of the present invention to
make the size of the system closer to that of finger and
trigger pumps and to create a competitive edge.

[0018] A further object of the invention is to provide a
mechanically energized spray dispenser that produces
a duration spray without requiring multiple strokes.
[0019] It is another object of the present invention to
provide a mechanically energized operating system for
spray dispensers that enables a duration spray to be ob-
tained without requiring multiple operating steps and that
enables such dispensers to have appealing neck finish-
es, including for products that currently utilize finger
pumps.

[0020] It is another object of the present invention to
provide a mechanically operated spray dispenser that
has a number of parts comparable to the number of parts
in single stroke pumps and that provides longer duration
sprays than conventional mechanically energized dis-
pensers.

[0021] Itis another further object to provide a duration
spray dispenser that is mechanically energized by a sin-
gle turn of an actuator to pressurize product and ready
it for dispensing, wherein different power sources may
be used with the one-turn actuator to exert pressure on
and dispense the product.
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[0022] It is another object of the present invention to
improve and present embodiments with commercial ap-
peal that will provide additional means that are within the
scope of applicant’s patent Ser. No. US 8,177,101 B1,
filed 02/06/2007.

[0023] Itis yet another object of the present invention
to provide a common actuating pump assembly that can
employ various energy storage means such as springs,
gases or elastics to exert pressure on product to be dis-
pensed.

[0024] Additional objects, advantages and novel fea-
tures of the invention will be set forth in part in the de-
scription that follows and in part will become apparent to
those skilled in the art upon examination of the following,
or may be learned by practice of the invention.

[0025] The objects and advantages may be realized
and attained by means of the instrumentalities and in
combinations particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

[0026] To achieve the foregoing and other objects, and
in accordance with the purposes of the present invention
as broadly described herein, different embodiments of
the mechanism of the invention are disclosed. The new
mechanisms eliminate several functions that are neces-
sary in conventional prior art systems, i.e. having to make
several turns in two different directions, one tofill a charg-
ing chamber and the other to transfer the chamber vol-
ume to an elastic storage reservoir before spraying can
be initiated through a conventional valve.

[0027] More particularly, the present invention com-
prises a power assembly that can be attached to a con-
tainer of product to obtain a duration discharge of the
product, wherein the power assembly comprises a pump
mechanism and an energy storage means. The pump
mechanismincludes a rotatable actuating collar connect-
ed through an escapement mechanism with a drive screw
that has an externally threaded shaft engaged with inter-
nal threads in a piston. When the actuating collar is ro-
tated the piston is caused to reciprocate from a first, at-
rest position to a second position to draw product from
the container and into a pump chamber or reservoir from
which the product can be subsequently dispensed, and
to store energy in the energy storage means. The actu-
ating collar can be rotated through a full turn to draw a
full charge of the product into the pump chamber, or it
can be rotated through less than a full turn. A discharge
valve or stem valve normally blocks flow of product from
the pump chamber, and an actuator is connected with
the stem valve to open it when the actuator is depressed.
Opening of the stem valve enables the pressurized prod-
uct to be dispensed from the pump chamber, which en-
ables the energy storage means to push the piston back
to its at-rest position to ready it for another dispensing
cycle. Rotation of the actuating collar is prevented during
return movement of the piston because depression of
the actuator also causes the escapement mechanism to
disengage the actuating collar from the drive screw, en-
abling the drive screw to rotate without causing rotation
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of the actuating collar.

[0028] The same pump mechanism can be used with
a variety of different energy storage means. In one form
of the invention, the energy storage means comprises a
spring, and in another form it comprises a pneumatic
pressure chamber. The energy storage means could
comprise an elastic mechanism. Preferably, the energy
storage means is pre-stressed or pre-compressed when
the piston is in its at-rest position so that adequate pres-
sure is exerted on the product in the pump chamber to
obtain a suitable discharge of the product when the piston
is at or near its at-rest position.

[0029] The mechanically operated mechanisms of the
present invention enable a consumer to employ a single
turn of 360 degrees on an actuating collar, and by press-
ing down on the spray actuator a duration discharge of
the product to be sprayed or dispensed can be obtained.
Since these new mechanisms are able to be used in
much smaller neck finishes, the piston-to-cylinder diam-
eters allow for easier actuation with much less force.
These forces are comprised of only the friction that is
encountered at the interface of the thread-to-helix com-
binations and between the piston and cylinder wall as
the piston moves along its predetermined path via guide
ribs that prevent back-off during its operative motion. In
the mechanism of the invention there is no need to control
"spin back" that results from the driving force of the en-
ergy storage devices such as springs, pneumatic cham-
bers, or elastic fitments that create the forces that exert
pressure on the product to be dispensed. These new
mechanisms can be used with standard spray actuators
or actuators as depicted in patents 6,609,666 B1 and
6,543,703 B2, for example.

[0030] Otherfeatures and advantages of the invention
will become clear from the following detailed description
and drawings of particular embodiments of the invention.

Brief Description of the Drawings:

[0031] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated in and form a part of the specification, illustrate
some preferred embodiments of the present invention,
and together with the description, will serve to explain
the principles of the present invention.

Fig. 1 is a side view in elevation of the dispenser of
the invention, shown on a container without the over
cap.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional view of
the first preferred embodiment of the invention
shown in Fig. 1, wherein the energy storage means
comprises a spring, with the mechanism shown in
the shipping position with the spring in its relaxed or
uncompressed state.

Fig. 3 is a further enlarged fragmentary view in sec-
tion of the actuator and spring assemblies, taken
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along line 3-3 in Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken along line
4-4in Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view taken along line
5-5in Fig. 2.

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to Fig.
3 but on areduced scale, showing the power assem-
bly without the container, dip tube and over cap and
in the primed or loaded position with the spring com-
pressed.

Fig. 7 is an exploded view of the power assembly of
Figs. 2 and 3, shown with portions in section.

Fig. 8 is a side view in elevation of the pump mech-
anism of Figs. 1 and 2, shown without the spring
mechanism.

Fig. 8A is a longitudinal sectional view of the pump
mechanism of Fig. 8, shown in the at rest position.

Fig. 8B is a longitudinal sectional view of the mech-
anism of Figs. 8 and 8A, shown in the primed and
loaded position.

Fig. 9A is an isometric view of the cap cylinder used
in the mechanism of Figs. 1-8B, and with reference
to Fig. 2, looking toward the top end of the cap cyl-
inder.

Fig. 9B is an isometric view of the cap cylinder of
Fig. 9A, looking toward the bottom end of the cap
cylinder.

Fig. 10A is an isometric view of the actuating collar,
looking toward the top of the collar.

Fig. 10B is an isometric view of the actuating collar
of Fig. 10A, looking toward the bottom of the collar.

Fig. 11A is an isometric view of the actuator used in
the actuating assembly, looking toward the top of the
actuator.

Fig. 11B is an isometric view of the actuator of Fig.
11A, looking toward the bottom of the actuator.

Fig. 12Ais anisometric view of a fitment with adriving
gear and a multiple start helix shaft with multiple flow
channels, as used in the actuating assembly of Fig.
2, and with reference to Fig. 2, looking toward the
top end of the fitment.

Fig. 12B is an isometric view of the fitment of Fig.
12A, looking slightly toward the bottom end of the
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fitment.

Fig. 13 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary top per-
spective view of the spring valve retainer used in the
actuating assembly.

Fig. 14 is an enlarged top isometric view of the stem
valve used in the actuating assembly.

Fig. 14Ais a greatly enlarged fragmentary isometric
view of the circled area in Fig. 14.

Fig. 15A is an enlarged isometric view of the piston
used in the mechanism of Figs. 1-8B, and with ref-
erence to Fig. 2, looking toward the bottom end of
the piston.

Fig. 15B is an isometric view of the piston of Fig.
15A, looking toward the top end of the piston.

Fig. 16 is a side view in elevation of the spring as-
sembly used in the mechanism of Figs. 2 and 3, with
cap cylinder and dip tube in position for use with the
actuating assembly shown in Figs. 2-8B.

Fig. 16Ais a longitudinal sectional view of the spring
assembly of Fig. 16, shown at rest with the spring
uncompressed.

Fig. 16B is a longitudinal sectional view of the spring
assembly of Fig. 16, shown in the primed and loaded
position with the spring compressed.

Fig. 17 is an enlarged isometric view of the power
spring used in the mechanism of Fig. 2.

Fig. 18 is an enlarged isometric view of the upper
actuator spring used in the mechanism of Fig. 2.

Fig. 19 is a longitudinal sectional view of a second
preferred form of the invention that uses the actuat-
ing assembly of Figs. 2-17, but wherein the energy
storage means comprises a pneumatic pressure
mechanism.

Fig. 20 is a side view in elevation of the pneumatic
pressure mechanism of Fig. 19.

Fig. 20A is a longitudinal sectional view of the pneu-
matic pressure mechanism of Fig. 20, with cap cyl-
inder and dip tube assembled thereto and showing
the mechanism in its at rest position.

Fig. 20B is a longitudinal sectional view of the pneu-
matic pressure mechanism of Fig. 20, showing the
mechanism in the primed or loaded position with the
plunger positioned in the compressed state.
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Fig. 21 is a side view in elevation of a first form of
pressure vessel as used in the pneumatic mecha-
nism of Fig. 19, shown with the components of the
pressure vessel sonically welded together with the
plunger in place.

Fig. 21A is a longitudinal sectional view of the pres-
sure vessel of Fig. 21.

Fig. 21B is an end view of the pressure vessel of Fig.
21A, looking in the direction of the arrow A.

Fig. 21C is a side view in elevation of the housing
for the pneumatic power chamber of the pressure
vessel of Fig. 21, shown prior to assembly thereto
of the plunger and upper fitment.

Fig. 21D is a greatly enlarged fragmentary sectional
view of the circled area in Fig. 21A, showing the up-
per fitment welded to the bottom portion of the pres-
sure vessel.

Fig. 21E is a side view in elevation of the upper fit-
mentused in the pressure vessel of Figs. 21 and 21A.

Fig. 22 is a longitudinal sectional view of a third pre-
ferred embodiment of dispenser according to the in-
vention, shown in its at-rest state, wherein the same
actuating assembly is used as in the previous em-
bodiments but the pressure vessel of the pneumatic
energy storage means is a pre-form.

Fig. 22A is a longitudinal sectional view of the dis-
penser of Fig. 22, shown primed and loaded for dis-
pensing with the plunger in the compressed state.

Fig. 23 is a side view in elevation of the pressure
vessel used in the embodiment of figure 22, wherein
the pressure vessel is pre-formed.

Fig. 23A is a longitudinal sectional view of the pres-
sure vessel of Fig. 23.

Fig. 23B is an end view of the pressure vessel of Fig.
23A, looking in the direction of the arrow A.

Fig. 24 is a greatly enlarged isometric view of the
pneumatic power chamber plunger as used in the
embodiment of Fig. 19.

Fig. 25 is a side view in elevation of a second form
of pre-formed pressure vessel for use in the mech-

anism of Fig. 21.

Fig. 25A is a longitudinal sectional view of the pres-
sure vessel of Fig. 25.

Fig. 26 is a longitudinal sectional view of a modified
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actuator, drive gear and spring valve retainer fitment
for use in the mechanisms of Figs. 2, 19 and 22,
shown in the rest position and with the MBU omitted.

Fig. 26A is a longitudinal sectional view of the mod-
ified actuator, drive gear and spring valve retainer of
Fig. 26, shown in the depressed, open position for
dispensing product.

Figs. 26B and 26C are top isometric views of the
modified drive gear and spring valve retainer of Fig.
26.

Fig. 27 is a longitudinal sectional view similar to Fig.
26 of a further modified actuator, drive gear and
spring valve retainer, shown in the at-rest closed po-
sition and with the MBU omitted.

Fig. 27A is a longitudinal sectional view of the actu-
ator, drive gear and spring valve retainer of Fig. 27,
shown in the depressed opened position for dispens-
ing product.

Fig. 28 is a top isometric view of the modified drive
gear and spring valve retainer of Figs. 27 and 27A.

Fig. 28Ais a top end view of the spring valve retainer
of Fig. 27.

Fig 29A is a top isometric view of the actuator as
used in the mechanism of Fig. 27.

Fig. 29B is a bottom isometric view of the actuator
of Fig. 29A.

Fig. 30Ais a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view
of an alternate energy storage means that comprises
an elastic mechanism such as described in copend-
ing patent number US 8,177,101 B1, shown in its at-
rest condition.

Fig. 30B is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view
of the elastic mechanism of Fig. 30A, shown in its
stretched position to store energy.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments:

[0032] A first preferred embodiment of the invention is
shown in Figs. 1-18. In this form of the invention, a power
assembly 10 comprising a pump mechanism 20 and
spring mechanism 40 is mounted to a container C for
dispensing product (not shown) from the container.

[0033] AsseenbestinFigs.1-7B, 9A and 9B, the pump
mechanism 20 comprises a rotatable actuating collar 21
connected through an escapement mechanism 22 with
adrive screw 23 that has an externally threaded tubular
shaft 24 engaged with internal threads 25 in a hollow
tube-shaped piston 26 having a sliding seal 26A on its
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upper end. Axial splines 27 on the outer surface of the
piston are engaged with mating axial splines 28 in a cap
cylinder 29 mounted on the open upper end of a container
C. The splines prevent rotation of the piston so that when
the drive screw is rotated by the actuating collar through
a full turn the piston is caused to reciprocate from a first,
at-rest position as seen in Fig. 3 to a second, primed
position as seen in Fig. 6. This movement of the piston
compresses a spring 41 in the spring mechanism 40 and
simultaneously draws product from the container C past
a first one-way ball check valve 30 in the bottom end of
spring housing 42 and into guide tube 43 and spring fol-
lower 44. A second one-way ball check valve 31 in the
bottom end of the piston 26 enables flow from the spring
follower into the hollow piston and through flow channels
32 defined between the piston and threaded shaft into
an annular pump chamber or reservoir 33 defined be-
tween the drive screw and the cap cylinder. The com-
pressed spring 41 biases the piston back toward its at-
rest position, pressurizing the product in the pump cham-
ber 33.

[0034] Astemvalve 34is mounted forlimited reciprocal
movement on a stem valve retainer 35 that has an elon-
gate hollow tail piece 36 extended coaxially in the upper
end of the shaft 24. The stem valve seats against a valve
seat 37 at the upper end of the tail piece and is normally
biased upwardly to a closed position by leaf springs 38,
39 on the stem valve retainer, and is moved downwardly
to an open position by depressing an actuator 50 when
it is desired to dispense product. The interior of the tail
piece 36 is in fluid communication with the interior of the
piston, which in turn is in fluid communication with the
pump chamber 33 via the flow channels 32. When the
stem valve is opened, the spring 41 is able to push the
piston upward in the pump chamber or reservoir to force
the product from the chamber and expel it through the
stem valve, actuator and MBU. When the actuator 50 is
released following a dispensing cycle, it is biased up-
wardly to its at-rest position by an actuator spring 51.
[0035] Rotation of the actuating collar 21 and actuator
50 is prevented during return movement of the piston
because depression of the actuator also causes the es-
capement mechanism 22 to disengage the actuating col-
larfrom the drive screw, enabling the drive screw to rotate
without causing rotation of the actuating collar as the pis-
ton moves back up under the influence of the spring 41.
[0036] The spring mechanism 40 in this form of the
invention comprises the spring housing 42, which is
threaded atits upper end to the cap cylinder and depends
therefrom, spring 41, guide tube 43 extending upwardly
in the housing from the bottom end thereof, and spring
follower 44 having a tubular tailpiece 45 telescopically
engaged over the guide tube and an annular flange 46
engaged between the upper end of the spring and the
lower end of the piston 26. As the piston is caused to
move downwardly upon rotation of the actuating collar
and drive screw, it extends into the spring housing to
compress the spring 41. The guide tube 43 extending
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upwardly into the housing from the bottom end thereof
and coaxially into the tailpiece 45 of the spring follower
guides the spring follower during its reciprocating move-
ment in the housing.

[0037] Further details of the pump mechanism 20 and
spring mechanism 40 may be seen with particular refer-
ence to Figs. 3-17.

[0038] Both the pump mechanism and the spring
mechanism are carried by cap cylinder 29, seen best in
Figs. 3, 7, 9A and 9B. The cap cylinder forms a part of
the pump mechanism and comprises a transverse annu-
lar wall 60 with an outer cylindrical wall 61 depending
from its periphery. The outer wall has internal threads 62
that engage with external threads on the upper end of
the container to secure the cap cylinder to the container.
Aninner cylindrical wall 63 depends from transverse wall
60 in radially inwardly spaced relation to outer wall 61
and has external threads 64 engaged with internal
threads 47 in the upper end of spring housing 42 to hold
the spring mechanism 40 to the cap cylinder. An inter-
mediate cylindrical wall 65 spaced between the innerand
outer walls extends into the space between the threaded
upper end of the spring housing and the upper end of the
container. An elongate cylindrical extension 66 projects
upwardly from the center of the transverse wall 60 and
defines a pump cylinder having a radially outwardly di-
rected flange 67 on its upper end. The bottom end of the
pump cylinder has a reduced diameter at 68 and extends
a short distance through the annular wall 60. The cap
cylinder splines 28 are formed on the inner surface of the
reduced diameter portion 68. A vent fitment 69 is posi-
tioned between the walls 61 and 65 just beneath trans-
verse wall 60 and normally seals the cap cylinder to the
top of the container. Vent opening 69’ in the cap cylinder
adjacent the vent fitment permits venting of the container
as product is depleted.

[0039] Actuating collar 21 comprises an elongate cy-
lindrical side wall 70 having a lower end 71 telescopically
received over the outer wall 61 of the cap cylinder for
relative rotation therebetween, and a reduced diameter
upper end 72 with a short cylindrical wall 73 having gear
teeth 74 extending around its inner surface. Detent latch-
es 75 extend downwardly from the bottom of wall 73 and
engage under the flange 67 on the cap cylinder to hold
the actuating collar to the cap cylinder, and radially in-
wardly projecting retention ledges 76 are formed on the
bottom of wall 73 in upwardly spaced relation to the detent
latches 75. In the specific example shown, there are four
detent latches 75 equally spaced around the circumfer-
ence of wall 73, and four equally spaced detent ledges
76 positioned so that they are in alignment with the gaps
between the spaced latches 75. When the parts are being
snapped together during assembly, this spacing of the
detents enables flexing of the latches 75 to facilitate as-
sembly. It also facilitates molding of the actuating collar.
[0040] Drive screw 23 has a transverse annular wall
80 on the upper end of shaft 24 that overlies and closes
the upper end of pump chamber 33. A first cylindrical wall
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81 extends upwardly from the outer periphery of the wall
80, and a second cylindrical wall 82 extends upwardly
from the wall 80 approximately midway between the first
wall and the opening into the top of shaft 24. A stem valve
retaining groove 83 is formed in the inner surface of wall
82 near the bottom thereof. Multiple-start helix threads
84 on the outside of shaft 24 engage with the threads 25
in the piston 26, which are also multiple-start helix
threads, whereby the threads on the drive screw and in
the piston can engage in multiple start positions. A radi-
ally outwardly directed retaining ring 85 on the outer pe-
riphery of the wall 80 at the bottom of wall 81 is engaged
between the flange 67 on the upper end of pump cylinder
66 and the detent ledges 76 on the actuating collar to
enable relative rotation between the drive screw and cap
cylinder but hold the drive screw against axial displace-
mentandretainitin assembled relationship with the other
components of the pump mechanism. Drive screw gear
teeth 86 are formed on the upper outer surface of wall
81, and a first relief area 87 is defined between the gear
teeth and the retaining ring 85. This relief area forms a
part of the escapement mechanism 22, as described
more fully hereinafter.

[0041] Stem valve retainer 35 has an annular flange
90 on the upper end of tail piece 36, and a cylindrical
outer wall 91 on the periphery of the flange, with a radially
outwardly projecting retaining ring 92 on the bottom outer
surface of the wall 91. The flange 90 overlies the inner
marginal portion of annular wall 80 on the drive screw,
and the retaining ring 92 on wall 91 is engaged in the
groove 83 in the wall 82 of the drive screw to secure the
stem valve retainer to the drive screw. In addition to the
leaf springs 38, 39, which are diametrically opposed,
there are two diametrically opposed retaining hooks 93
and 94 formed on top of the wall 91 circumferentially off-
set 90° from the leaf springs.

[0042] The stem valve 34, as seen best in Figs. 3, 14
and 14A, has a valve member 100 on its lower end that
is adapted to close upwardly against valve seat 37 in the
stem valve retainer, and an upper tubular extension ex-
tending into the actuator and having an outwardly flared
seal 101 on its upper end. A circumferential flange 102
around the outside of the stem valve is engaged beneath
the retaining hooks 93 and 94 on the stem valve retainer
to hold the stem valve to the stem valve retainer.
[0043] The actuator 50, as seen best in Figs. 3, 11A
and 11B, has a depending outer wall 110 with first gear
teeth 111 around its lower outer surface and spaced seg-
ments of second gear teeth 112 around its inner surface.
The first gear teeth 111 are adapted to mesh with the
gear teeth 74 in the actuating collar 21 and the second
gear teeth 112 are adapted to mesh with the drive screw
gear teeth 86 on the drive screw 23 when the actuator is
in its upper, at-rest position as shown in Fig. 3. A second
relief area 87’ is defined on the inside of wall 110 just
above the teeth 112. When the actuator is depressed to
open the stem valve, the first gear teeth 112 on its inner
surface move into the relief area 87 on the drive screw
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and the drive screw gear teeth 86 on the drive screw
move into the relief area 87’ in the actuator, thereby dis-
engaging the drive screw from the actuator and actuating
collar so that the drive screw can rotate independently
of the actuator and actuating collar. The dimensional re-
lationship between the stem valve, the actuator and the
various gear teeth is such that the gear teeth become
disengaged before the stem valve opens upon depress-
ing the actuator. A pair of closely spaced interior cylin-
drical walls 113, 114 depend from the top of the actuator
and define a spring pocket 115 in which the actuator re-
turn spring 51 is seated.

[0044] An alternate embodiment is shown at 120 in
Figs. 19-21E and 24. In this embodiment the spring-pow-
ered energy storage means of the previous embodiment
is replaced with a pneumatic pressure mechanism 121,
but the pump mechanism 20 remains the same as in the
previous embodiment. The pneumatic pressure mecha-
nism comprises a pressure vessel housing 122 that has
an upper end threaded to the cap cylinder 29 in the same
way that the spring housing in the previous embodiment
is attached to the cap cylinder. The bottom end of the
housing 122 contains a one-way ball check valve 123
that permits flow into the housing but prevents reverse
flow. A dip tube 124 is connected to the housing 122 to
convey product to the check valve 123 from the container
C. A pressure vessel 125 is supported concentrically
within the housing 122 and has an umbrella style one-
way valve 126 in its lower end to permit flow of product
into the pressure vessel but prevent reverse flow there-
from. A generally cup-shaped plunger 127 is reciprocal
in the pressure vessel, and in the at-rest position shown
in Fig. 19 is disposed at the upper end of the pressure
vessel. A complementally shaped plunger insert 128 is
attached in the cup-shaped plunger and is reciprocal
therewith. A uniquely shaped pressure vessel seal 129
is fitted to the underside of the cap cylinder to affect a
seal with the plunger when the plunger is in its at-rest
position.

[0045] Rotation of the actuating collar 21 causes the
piston 26 to move downwardly as in the previous embod-
iment, but instead of compressing a spring, the piston
compresses a gaseous material in the pressure vessel
125. This movement of the piston also draws product up
through ball check valve 123 and into the annular space
130 between the pressure vessel housing 122 and pres-
sure vessel 125. When the plunger 127 is moved down-
wardly from its at-rest position by the piston 26 it unseats
from the seal 129, permitting the product to flow from the
annular space 130 and into the pump chamber 33 just
as before. When the actuator is depressed to open the
stem valve, the compressed gas in the pressure vessel
forces the plunger back up against the piston, moving it
back up to pressurize product in the chamber 33 so that
it can be dispensed when the actuator is depressed.
[0046] A variation of the Fig. 19 embodiment is indi-
cated generally at 120’ in Figs. 22, 22A, 23-23B and 24.
This embodiment is constructed and functions identically
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to the Fig. 19 embodiment except that the pressure ves-
sel 125’ is a pre-form and has a differently shaped lower
end, devoid of the umbrella valve.

[0047] Another variation of the pressure vessel is
shown at 125" in Figs. 25 and 25A. This pressure vessel
is made in a two-stage process. In the first stage, the
vessel is molded with the profile as indicated in full lines,
andinthe second stageitis blown out to the profile shown
in broken lines. In all other respects this form of the in-
vention is identical to that form shown in Figs. 19 and 22.
[0048] A modified actuator assembly is indicated gen-
erally at 140 in Figs. 26-26C. Parts corresponding to
those in the earlier embodiments are indicated by like
reference characters or like reference characters primed.
This form of the invention is simplified relative to the pre-
vious embodiments in that the stem valve, stem valve
retainer and actuator spring coil of the previous embod-
iments are omitted. In their place, a modified drive screw
141, modified actuator 150 and modified discharge valve
160 are provided. All other parts, not shown in these fig-
ures for purpose of simplicity of illustration, are the same
as in the previous embodiments.

[0049] The drive screw 141 is constructed and func-
tions generally the same as the earlier version 23, except
that a plurality of spring fingers 142 are formed on top of
the outer wall 81°, extending inwardly and upwardly
therefrom at an angle. A seal pedestal 143 extends up-
wardly from the center of wall 80’, and a feed opening
144 is formed through the side of the pedestal at the
bottom end thereof just above the wall 80’. An inner cy-
lindrical wall 82, taller than the wall 82 in the previous
embodiment, extends upwardly from wall 80’ in outwardly
spaced relation to the pedestal.

[0050] The actuator 150 has an outer depending cy-
lindrical wall 151 in a position to engage the inner ends
of the spring fingers 142, an inner depending cylindrical
wall 152 with an inner bore 153 and a sliding seal 154
on its lower end adapted to affect a sliding seal with the
outer surface of the pedestal, and an intermediate de-
pending cylindrical wall 155 that has a sliding seal at its
lower end in the wall 82’ to seal wall 155 to wall 82’ and
help stabilize and guide the actuator during its move-
ment.

[0051] The discharge valve 160 comprises the seal
pedestal 143, feed opening 144, and wall 152 with its
seal 154 and inner bore 153. Thus, when the actuator is
depressed as depicted in Fig. 26A, the seal 154 on wall
152 moves below the feed opening 144 so that flow of
productis enabled through the feed opening and upward-
ly between the pedestal outer surface and wall 152 inner
surface and through the bore 153 to the outlet. Depres-
sion of the actuator also flexes the spring fingers 142
downwardly, and when the actuator is released, the
spring fingers function to return it to its at-rest position
as shown in Fig. 26.

[0052] A variation of the Fig. 26 embodiment is shown
at 170 in Figs. 27-29B. This form of the invention differs
from the Fig. 26 embodiment in that inner wall 152’ in the
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actuator 150’ extends at its lower end beyond the lower
end ofintermediate wall 155’ and into an upstanding inner
cylindrical wall 171 in the center of wall 80" on the drive
screw 141’. A seal 172 on the lower end of wall 152’
affects a sliding seal between wall 152’ and wall 171.
The lower end of intermediate wall 155’ extends into in-
termediate wall 82" on the drive screw, and a seal 173
on its lower end affects a sliding seal between walls 82"
and 155°. As long as the actuator is in its at-rest position
shown in Fig. 27, flow through the actuator is blocked.
When the actuator is depressed and the seal 172 on the
end of wall 152’ moves past the lower end of wall 171,
flow is enabled between the walls 152’ and 171 into an
annular outlet chamber 174 defined between walls 152’
and 155’.

[0053] Figs. 30A and 30B show a suitable elastic
mechanism 180 that could be used in lieu of the spring
mechanism or pneumatic pressure mechanism previous-
ly described. The elastic mechanism essentially compris-
es an elastic member 181 movable in a housing 182 that
is stretched or elongated by downward movement of a
modified piston 183 that has an elongate tail piece 184
connected with the elastic member to stretch it when the
piston is moved downwardly by rotation of the actuating
collar (not shown in these Figs.). The elastic member is
shown inits at-rest position in Fig. 30A and in its stretched
position in Fig. 30B.

[0054] The common pump mechanism used in all em-
bodiments of the invention requires only one turn of the
actuating collar, which can be either left or rightin design.
Turning of the actuating collar causes the piston to move
downwardly in the pump cylinder to draw product into the
pump chamber or reservoir above the piston and to store
energy in the energy storage means. Any one of several
different types of energy storage means can be adapted
to the common pump mechanism, including a spring
mechanism, a pneumatic pressure mechanism, or an
elastic mechanism. Each would produce the same re-
sults, but by being able to employ differentenergy storage
means certain functional advantages can be obtained.
For instance, a different energy storage means could be
selected depending upon the range of pressure and force
desired or needed to suit various viscosities of product.
[0055] With the pneumatic vessel, the initial at-rest
pressure can easily be varied to suit particular require-
ments. With the spring loaded device, a new spring must
be supplied to change the biasing force. Corresponding
changes to the cylinder bore and piston diameter could
be made. A suitable elastic means is described in appli-
cant’s patent # US 8,177,101 B1, filed 02/06/2007.
[0056] As can be seen, there is a lot of flexibility pro-
vided by the dispensing system of the invention without
having to make a whole new system for a given range of
products. Also, the force mechanism may be employed
with conventional mechanically operated pumps or trig-
gers, lowering overall costs and eliminating the need to
construct completely new systems. Although venting is
required with the embodiments presented, airless sys-
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tems may be employed. As can be understood, the
present invention provides a convenience comparable
to conventional aerosol systems. With the invention there
is no need to repeatedly pump an actuator and experi-
ence finger fatigue just to get short spurts of product. The
embodiments described herein provide a duration spray
and a convenience not available to date at an affordable
price.

[0057] Since numerous modifications and combina-
tions of the above embodiments can be arranged as
shown and these embodiments will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to
the exact construction and process shown and described
above. Accordingly, resort may be made to all suitable
modifications and equivalents that fall within the scope
of the invention as defined by the claims that follow. The
words "comprise", "comprises", "comprising", "in-
clude(s)", and "including" when used in this specification
and in the following claims are intended to specify the
presence of stated features or steps, but they do not pre-
clude the presence or addition of one or more other fea-
tures, steps or groups thereof.

Claims

1. A method for dispensing a product from an interior
volume of a container (C) to which a power assembly
(10) is secured, the method comprising:

(1) rotating an actuating collar (21) of the power
assembly (10) in one direction relative to the
container (C) to draw an amount of the product
from the interior volume into a pump chamber
(33) and to pressurize the pump chamber (33);
(2) temporarily depressing an actuator (50, 150,
150’) of the power assembly (10) to open a valve
(34, 160) that is in fluid communication with the
pump chamber (33) and that is normally biased
to be in a closed position to dispense a portion
of the product from the pump chamber (33)
through a nozzle for a duration of time during
which the actuator (50, 150, 150°) is temporarily
depressed;

(3) releasing pressure on the actuator (50, 150,
150’) to permit the valve (34,160) to return to the
closed position. wherein, during the duration
when the product is dispensed from the power
assembly (10), the actuating collar (21) does not
rotate relative to the container (C); wherein the
actuating collar (21) is rotatable through less
than a full turn to draw a partial charge of the
product into the pump chamber (33) prior to dis-
pensing of a portion of the product.

2. The method according to claim 1, the method further
comprising after step (3):
(4) steps (2) to (3) are repeated sequentially until the
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product in the pump chamber (33) is depleted.

3. Themethod according to claim 2, the method further
comprising after step (4): (5) repeat steps 1 to 4.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the rota-
tion of the actuating collar (21) in one direction is
360° or less.

5. The method according any one of claims 1 to 4,
wherein the container (C) is a hand-held container,
wherein the actuating collar (21) is rotated by hand,
and wherein the actuator (50, 150, 150’) is tempo-
rarily depressed by application of pressure by hand.

6. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 5,
wherein the product is dispensed from the nozzle in
the form of a spray.

7. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 6,
wherein pressurization of the pump chamber (33) in
step (1) is effected using an energy storage means
that exerts pressure on at least one piston (26) that
pressurizes the pump chamber (33).

8. Themethodaccordingto claim 7, wherein the energy
storage device utilizes one or more springs, one or
more elastomeric members or pneumatic pressure
means containing a gas.

9. The method according to claim 7 or claim 8, wherein
the energy storage means is pre-stressed or pre-
compressed to exert sufficient pressure on the at
least one piston (26).

10. The method according to any one of Claims 1 to 9,
wherein the power assembly (10) further comprises:
a drive means connected with said piston (26) for
moving the piston (26) in a first direction away from
an at-rest position to draw product into the pump
chamber (33), said drive means including said rotat-
able actuating collar (21), said actuator (50, 150,
150’), and a drive screw (23, 141), wherein rotation
of said rotatable actuating collar (21) causes rotation
of said drive screw (23, 141) to move said piston (26)
in said first direction when the actuating collar (21)
is rotated.

Patentanspriiche

1. Verfahren zum Abgeben eines Produkts aus einem
Innenvolumen eines Behalters (C), an dem eine Ak-
tivierungsanordnung (10) befestigt ist, wobei das
Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

(1) Drehen eines Betatigungsrings (21) der Ak-
tivierungsanordnung (10) in eine Richtung rela-
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tiv zu dem Behalter (C), um eine Menge des
Produkts aus dem Innenvolumen in eine Pum-
penkammer (33) zu ziehen und die Pumpen-
kammer (33) unter Druck zu setzen;

(2) vorlibergehendes Driicken eines Betati-
gungselements (50,150, 150°) der Aktivierungs-
anordnung (10), um ein Ventil (34, 160) zu 6ff-
nen, das in Fluidverbindung mit der Pumpen-
kammer (33) steht und das normalerweise vor-
gespannt ist, um in einer geschlossenen Positi-
on zu sein, um einen Anteil des Produkts aus
der Pumpenkammer (33) durch eine Duse fir
eine Zeitdauer abzugeben, wahrend der das Be-
tatigungselement (50, 150, 150’) vorlberge-
hend gedriickt wird;

(3) Ablassen von Druck auf das Betatigungse-
lement (50, 150, 150’), um es dem Ventil (34,
160) zu ermdglichen, in die geschlossene Posi-
tion zurtickzukehren,

wobei, wahrend der Dauer, in der das Produkt aus
der Aktivierungsanordnung (10) abgegeben wird,
der Betatigungsring (21) sich nicht relativ zu dem
Behalter (C) dreht;

wobei der Betatigungsring (21) um weniger als eine
volle Umdrehung drehbar ist, um eine teilweise La-
dung des Produkts in die Pumpenkammer (33) zu
ziehen, bevor ein Anteil des Produkts abgegeben
wird.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Verfahren
nach Schritt (3) ferner Folgendes umfasst:

(4) Schritte (2) bis (3) werden nacheinander wieder-
holt, bis das Produkt in der Pumpenkammer (33) er-
schopft ist.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei das Verfahren
nach Schritt (4) ferner Folgendes umfasst:
(5) Wiederholen der Schritte 1 bis 4.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Drehung des
Betatigungsrings (21) in eine Richtung hdéchstens
360° betragt.

Verfahren nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 4, wobei
der Behalter (C) ein handbetriebener Behélter ist,
wobei der Betéatig ungsring (21) von Hand gedreht
wird und wobei das Betatigungselement (50, 150,
150’) voribergehend durch Anwendung von Druck
von Hand gedriickt wird.

Verfahren nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 5, wobei
das Produkt in der Form eines Sprays aus der Dise
abgegeben wird.

Verfahren nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 6, wobei
die Unterdrucksetzung der Pumpenkammer (33) in
Schritt (1) unter Verwendung eines Energiespei-
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10.

chermittels erfolgt, das Druck auf wenigstens einen
Kolben (26) austibt, derdie Pumpenkammer (33) un-
ter Druck setzt.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei die Energiespei-
chervorrichtung eine oder mehrere Federn, ein oder
mehrere elastomerische Elemente oder pneumati-
sche Druckmittel, die ein Gas enthalten, nutzt.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 7 oder 8, wobei das En-
ergiespeichermittel vorbeansprucht oder vorkompri-
miert ist, um ausreichenden Druck auf den wenigs-
tens einen Kolben (26) auszutben.

Verfahren nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 9, wobei
die Aktivierungsanordnung (10) ferner Folgendes
umfasst:

ein Antriebsmittel, das mit dem Kolben (26) zum Be-
wegen des Kolbens (26) in einer ersten Richtung
weg von einer Ruheposition verbunden ist, um das
Produktin die Pumpenkammer (33) zu ziehen, wobei
das Antriebsmittel den drehbaren Betatigungsring
(21), das Betatigungselement (50, 150, 150’) und
eine Antriebsschraube (23, 141) einschlie3t, wobei
die Drehung des drehbaren Betatigungsrings (21)
bewirkt, dass die Drehung der Antriebsschraube (23,
141) den Kolben (26) in der ersten Richtung bewegt,
wenn der Betatigungsring (21) gedreht wird.

Revendications

1.

Procédé de distribution d’un produit a partir d’'un vo-
lume intérieur d’un réservoir (C) auquel un ensemble
d’alimentation (10) est fixé, le procédé comprenant :

(1) la mise en rotation d’'un collier d’actionne-
ment (21) de I'ensemble d’alimentation (10)
dans une direction par rapport au réservoir (C)
afin d’aspirer une quantité du produit du volume
intérieur dans une chambre de pompe (33) et
de mettre sous pression la chambre de pompe
(33);

(2) 'enfoncement temporaire d’'un actionneur
(50, 150, 150’) de 'ensemble d’alimentation (10)
pour ouvrir une vanne (34, 160) qui est en com-
munication fluidique avecla chambre de pompe
(33) et qui est normalement sollicitée pour étre
en position fermée position afin de distribuer une
partie du produit de la chambre de pompe (33)
par le biais d’'une buse pendant une durée pen-
dant laquelle l'actionneur (50, 150, 150’) est
temporairement enfoncé ;

(3)lerelachementde la pression surl’actionneur
(50, 150, 150’) pour permettre a la vanne (34,
160) de revenir en position fermée.

dans lequel, pendant la durée ou le produit est dis-
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tribué depuis I'ensemble d’alimentation (10), le col-
lier d’actionnement (21) n’est pas en rotation par rap-
port au réservoir (C) ;

dans lequel le collier d’actionnement (21) peut étre
mis en rotation sur moins d’un tour complet afin d’as-
pirer une charge partielle du produit dans la chambre
de pompe (33) avant la distribution d’'une partie du
produit.

Procédé selon la revendication 1, le procédé com-
prenant en outre aprés I'étape (3) :

(4) la répétition séquentielle des étapes (2) a (3) jus-
qu’a ce que le produit dans la chambre de pompe
(33) soit épuisé.

Procédé selon la revendication 2, le procédé com-
prenant en outre aprés I'étape (4) :
(5) la répétition des étapes 1 a 4.

Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la ro-
tation du collier d’actionnement (21) dans une direc-
tion est de 360° ou moins.

Procédé selon I'une quelconquedes revendications
1 a4, dans lequel le réservoir (C) est un réservoir
tenu manuellement, dans lequel le collier d’action-
nement (21) est mis en rotation manuellement, et
dans lequel I'actionneur (50, 150, 150’) est tempo-
rairement enfoncé par I'application d’'une pression
manuelle.

Procédé selon I'une quelconque des revendications
1 a 5, dans lequel le produit est distribué a partir de
la buse sous la forme d’une pulvérisation.

Procédé selon I'une quelconque des revendications
1 a6, dans lequel la pressurisation de lachambre de
pompe (33) a I'étape (1) est effectuée a l'aide d’un
moyen de stockage d’énergie qui exerce une pres-
sion sur au moins un piston (26) qui met sous pres-
sion la chambre de pompe (33).

Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel le dis-
positif de stockage d’énergie utilise un ou plusieurs
ressorts, un ou plusieurs éléments élastomeres ou
un moyen de pression pneumatique contenant un
gaz.

Procédé selon la revendication 7 ou la revendication
8, dans lequel le moyen de stockage d’énergie est
précontraint ou précomprimé pour exercer une pres-
sion suffisante sur 'au moins un piston (26).

Procédé selon I'une quelconque des revendications
1 a 9, dans lequel I'ensemble d’alimentation (10)
comprend en outre :

un moyen d’entrainement relié audit piston (26) pour
déplacer le piston (26) dans une premiere direction
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a l'écart d’'une position de repos afin d’aspirer du
produit dans la chambre de pompe (33), ledit moyen
d’entrainement comportant ledit collier d’actionne-
ment rotatif (21), ledit actionneur (50, 150, 150°) et
une fausse vis (23, 141), dans lequel la rotation dudit
collier d’actionnement rotatif (21) entraine la rotation
de ladite fausse vis (23, 141) pour déplacer ledit pis-
ton (26) dans ladite premiére direction lorsque le col-
lier d’actionnement (21) est mis en rotation.
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