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BIN-TYPE DISPLAY FIXTURE
ABSTRACT

A display fixture includes a plurality of tiers stacked one on top of another. Each tier
includes a substantially horizontally oriented tray and a plurality of dividers. The plurality of
dividers are oriented substantially vertically and divide a volume between each tray into a
plurality of bins. Each divider structurally supports a weight of the display fixture and a weight
of merchandise located in the bins of the display fixture that are located above each divider. The

plurality of tiers together resemble a three-dimensional seasonal decoration when viewed from

each side of the display fixture.
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BIN-TYPE DISPLAY FIXTURE

BACKGROUND
[0001] In retail stores, seasonal merchandise is often placed in temporary bins for display.
Within the bins, the seasonal merchandise must be easily accessible and visually pleasing in
order to attract consumer tratfic.
[0002] The discussion above is merely provided for general background information and is not

intended to be used as an aid in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

SUMMARY

[0003] A display fixture includes a plurality of tiers stacked one on top of another. Each tier
includes a substantially horizontally oriented tray and a plurality of dividers. The plurality of
dividers are oriented substantially vertically and divide a volume between each tray into a
plurality of bins. Each divider structurally supports a weight of the display fixture and a weight
of merchandise located in the bins of the display fixture that are located above each divider. The
plurality of tiers together resemble a three-dimensional seasonal decoration when viewed from
each side of the display fixture.

[0004] A method of displaying merchandise in bins of a display fixture that resembles a three-
dimensional seasonal decoration is also included. A first four-sided tray is mounted on a base
and a plurality of rectilinear dividers are mounted on the first four-sided tray to form a plurality
of bins in at least one lower tier of the display fixture. Each divider of the at least one lower level
is oriented substantially normal to the sides of the tray. A second four-sided tray 1s mounted on
the plurality of rectilinear dividers of the at least one lower level and a plurality of rectilinear
dividers are mounted on the second four-sided tray to form a plurality of bins in at least one
upper tier of the display fixture. Each divider of the at least one upper level is oriented at an
angle relative to the sides of the tray that is less than 90 degrees. The plurality of bins of the at

least one lower tier and the plurality of bins of the at least one upper tier are stocked with

merchandise.
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[0005] This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of concepts in a simplified form that
are further described below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to 1dentify
key features or essential features of the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an
aid in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter. The claimed subject matter 1s not

limited to implementations that solve any or all disadvantages noted in the background.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a display fixture according to one embodiment.
[0007] FIG. 2 is a side view of the display fixture illustrated in FIG. 1, the opposing side, the

front and the rear being identical.

[0008] FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the lowermost tier of the lower tiers of the display fixture
illustrated in FIG. 1.

[0009] FIG. 4 1s a top view of the tier illustrated in FIG. 3.
[0010] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the uppermost tier of the lower tiers of the display fixture

illustrated in FIG. 1 as mounted on top of the lowermost tier illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4.

[0011] FIG. 6 1s a top view of the tiers illustrated in FIG. 5.

[0012] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the lowermost tier of the upper tiers of the display fixture
illustrated in FIG. 1 as mounted on top of the lower tiers illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6.

[0013] FIG. 8 1s a top view of the tiers illustrated in FIG. 7.

[0014] FIGS. 9 and 10 are plan views of the partitions of the uppermost tier of upper tiers of the
display fixture illustrated in FIG. 1 according to one embodiment.

[0015] FIG. 11 illustrates the partitions illustrated in FIG. 9 and 10 assembled together.

[0016] FIG. 12 illustrates a perspective view of the uppermost tier of the upper tiers of the
display fixture illustrated in FIG. 1 as mounted on top of the tiers illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8.
[0017] FIG. 13 illustrates a top view of the tiers illustrated in FIG. 12.

[0018] FIG. 14 is a top view of an alternative configuration of bins of the lowermost tier of the

lower tiers according to another embodiment.

[0019] FIG. 15 is a top view of another alternative configuration of bins of the lowermost tier of

the lower tiers according to yet another embodiment.
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[0020] FIG. 16 is a top view of an alternative configuration of bins of the uppermost tier of the
lower tiers according to another embodiment.

[0021] FIG. 17 illustrates a perspective view of a display fixture including the alternative
configuration of bins illustrated 1in FIGS. 15 and 16 according to another embodiment.

[0022] FIG. 18 is a top view of an alternative configuration of bins of the lowermost tier of the
upper tiers according to another embodiment.

[0023] FIG. 19 illustrates a perspective view of a display fixture including the alternative
configurations of bins illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 18 according to yet another embodiment.
[0024] FIG. 20 is a top view of yet another alternative configuration of bins of the lowermost tier
of the lower tiers according to yet another embodiment.

[0025] FIG. 21 is a top view of yet another alternative configuration of bins of the uppermost tier
of the lower tiers according to yet another embodiment.

[0026] FIG. 22 illustrates a perspective view of a display fixture including the alternative

configurations of bins illustrated in FIGS. 18, 20 and 21 according to yet another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0027] Display fixtures having a plurality of tiers or levels with bins or receptacles for holding
and displaying merchandise are described below. Each tier or level has a substantially
horizontally oriented tray and a plurality of partitions or dividers that are substantially vertically
oriented. Each tray includes four sides and is in the shape of a square. Together, the plurality of
tiers or levels resemble a three-dimensional seasonal decoration. For example and as illustrated
in the figures, the three-dimensional seasonal decoration can be a Christmas tree.

[0028] Brick and mortar retail stores, such as department stores, carry an assortment of soft and
hard goods that are arranged throughout the floor space of the store in department categories

such that a customer can go to a certain area in the store to select the goods that they would like
to purchase. Example department categories include grocery, accessories, shoes, children’s
clothing, women’s clothing, men’s clothing, intimates and etc. Within each department includes

aisles and display fixtures, such as shelves, racks and peg hooks, for displaying the products

related to the corresponding department category.
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[0029] During various holiday seasons, many shoppers are in the department store to buy gifts.
To make it easier and more convenient for the customer, display fixtures are located in certain
department categories that display merchandise from other departments i the store. For
example, in clothing departments, having a display fixture that displays accessories (which
would otherwise be located in a different department) makes it easier for the customer to put
together a gift without having to search out another department. Making the cross-merchandising
display fixture easily accessible and aesthetically pleasing is yet another way to aid the customer
in their shopping experience.

[0030] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a display fixture 100 according to one
embodiment. FIG. 2 illustrates a side view of the display fixture illustrated in FIG.1, where the
opposing side, the front and the back are identical. Each component of display fixture 100 1s
shipped to a store flat or in a substantially planar configuration and is lightweight, inexpensive,
and recyclable. Therefore, display fixture 100 is a temporary display fixture that can be used
during a particular shopping season and then easily deconstructed for disposal. For example,
components of display fixture 100 can be made of corrugated cardboard.

0031] Display fixture 100 includes a plurality of tiers or levels 102, 104, 106 and 108 that are
stacked one on top of another. More specifically, display fixture 100 includes lower tiers or
levels 102 and 104 and upper tiers or levels 106 and 108. Each of the plurality of tiers or levels
102, 104, 106 and 108 include components of a tray or platform and a plurality of rectilinear
partitions or dividers that form a plurality of bins or receptacles. The trays or platforms and the
plurality of partitions or dividers together, the plurality of tiers or levels 102, 104, 106 and 108
resemble a three-dimensional seasonal decoration when viewed from each side of the display
fixture 100. For example, together the plurality of tiers or levels 102, 104, 106 and 108 resemble
a Christmas tree. In addition, the plurality of bins or receptacles on each tier 102, 104, 106 and
108 are stocked with merchandise. For example, merchandise can be of a type that compliments
the merchandise being sold in the department that display fixture 100 fs placed, making display
fixture 100 a cross merchandising display fixture.

[0032] The lowermost tier 102 of the lower tiers includes tray or platform 110. The uppermost

tier 104 of the lower tiers includes tray or platform 112. The lowermost tier 106 of the upper tiets
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includes tray or platform 114. The uppermost tier of the upper tiers includes tray or platform 116.
Each tray or platform 110, 112, 114 and 116 has a respective horizontal surface 121, 123, 125
and 127, and 1n one embodiment and as illustrated, each tray or platform 110, 112, 114 and 116
includes four sides and a square shape.

[0033] Tray or platform 110 of tier 102 is substantially horizontally oriented and includes a lip
111 located around the entirety of its periphery. Lip 111 extends upward at an angle 113 from
horizontal surface 121 of tray or platform 110. Tray or platform 112 of tier 104 is substantially
horizontally oriented and includes a lip 115 located around the entirety of its periphery. Lip 115
extends upward at angle 113 from horizontal surface 123 of tray or platform 112. Tray or
plattorm 114 of tier 106 1s substantially horizontally oriented and includes a lip 117 located
around the entirety of its periphery. Lip 117 extends upward at angle 113 from horizontal surface
125. As illustrated, angle 113 is greater than 90 degrees, but less than 180 degrees. For example
and as 1llustrated in FIG. 2, angle 113 is approximately 116 degrees. Tray or platform 116 of tier
108 1s also substantially horizontally oriented and includes horizontal surface 127, but does not
include a lip. Rather, tier 108 includes a plurality of barriers 118. As illustrated, barriers 118 are
located between the partitions or dividers of tier 108 and help retain merchandise being held on
tray 116 and between the partitions. In one embodiment and as illustrated in the figures, barriers
118 are transparent. Not including a lip on tray 116 and making barriers 118 transparent aids in
allowing merchandise being held on tray 116 to be visible since tray 116 is closer to the eye level
of a customer than the tiers 106, 104 and 102 located below tier 108. In addition and in one
embodiment, the sides of tray 116 taper at the same angle as the angle of the lips of trays 110,
112 and 114 to give display fixture 100 a uniform look.

[0034] Each of the plurality of partitions or dividers is oriented substantially vertically or
substantially normal to horizontal surface 121, 123, 125 and 127 so as to divide a volume
between each tray and form a plurality of bins or receptacles. The lowermost tier 102 of the
lower tiers includes a plurality of partitions or dividers 132, 134 and 136. The uppermost tier 104
of the lower tiers includes a plurality of partitions or dividers 154, 156 and 158. The lowermost

tier 106 of the upper tiers includes a plurality of partitions or dividers 174 and 175. The
uppermost tier 108 of the upper tiers includes a plurality of partitions or dividers 184 and 185.
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Partitions 132, 134, 136, 154, 156, 158, 174, 175, 184 and 185 will be discussed in more detail
below.

[0035] As illustrated in FIG. 1 and 2, display fixture 100 also includes an area for receiving gift
card holders 107. Gift card holders 107 are, in one embodiment, transparent open top boxes that
hold gift cards or other financial transaction cards for display. Gift card holders 107 are attached
to a side of partitions 184 and 185 of tier 108. As also illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, each bin or
receptacle includes a price label pocket 109 for holding a price label that matches the price of the
merchandise located in its respective bin. In one embodiment, the price label pockets 109 are
located on the divider or partition defining a left side of each bin or receptacle.

[0036] FIG. 3 is a perspective view of first tier 102 or lowermost tier 102 of the lower tiers of
display fixture 100 illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 4 is a top view of tier 102 as illustrated 1n FIG. 3.
As illustrated in FIG. 3, horizontally oriented tray 110 is mounted onto a base 196 and a plurality
of partitions 132, 134 and 136 are mounted onto tray 110 to form a plurality of bins or
receptacles. Tray 110 includes a length 130 and a width 131. In one embodiment and as
illustrated, length 130 and width 131 are substantially the same such that tray 110 1s 1n the shape
of a square. In one embodiment, partitions 132, 134 and 136, which define the bins or receptacles
of tier 102, are positioned on horizontally oriented tray 110 such that each partition is oriented
substantially normal to two of the sides of the four-sided tray 110.

[0037] More specifically and in one embodiment, there are three elongated partitions 132 that
span the width 131 of tray 110, six short partitions 134 that span the distance between one of the
elongate partitions 132 and lip 111 and are oriented substantially normal to the elongate
partitions 132 and one center partition 136. The one center partition 136 extends between two
elongate partitions 132 and receives the other of the elongate partition 132 such that center

partition 136 is divided into two parts and is oriented substantially normal to the elongate

partitions 132.

[0038] Each elongate partition 132 includes a bottom edge 138, a top edge 139, two free side

edges 140 and two coupling side edges 141. Each coupling side edge 141 of elongate partitions
132 abuts an interior facing surface 142 of lip 111 and the entire bottom edge 138 of each
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elongate partition 132 abuts horizontal surface 121 of tray 110, while free side edges 140 taper
from top edges 139 to coupling side edges 141 (of which only one is shown) or a top of lip 111.
[0039] Each short partition 134 includes a bottom edge 143, a top edge 144, a free side edge 145,
a short coupling side edge 146 and a long coupling side edge 147. Each short coupling side edge
146 of each short partition 134 abuts interior facing surface 142 of lip 111, each long coupling
side edge 147 of each short partition 134 abuts one of the elongate partitions 132 and the entire
bottom edge 143 of each short partition 134 abuts horizontal surface 121 of tray 110. Free side
edges 145, like free side edges 138 of elongate partitions 132, however, taper from top edges 144
to the short coupling side edges 146 (of which only one is shown) or the top of lip 111. In
addition, the top edge 144 of each short partition 134 includes a tab 150 for connecting to the tier
or level located directly above tier or level 102. Tabs 150 can be connected to the tier above tier
102 using fasteners, such as push lock screws or the like.

[0040] Center partition 136 includes a bottom edge (not illustrated), a top edge 148 and two
coupling side edges 149 (of which only one is shown). Each coupling side edge 149 of center
partition 136 abuts one of the elongate partitions 132 and the entire bottom edge of center
partition 136 abuts horizontal surface 121 of tray 110.

[0041] As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, one of the elongate partitions 132 and three of the short
partitions 134 divide width 131 of the right side of tray 110 into four bins or receptacles, two of
the bins being corner bins defined by a portion of the elongate partition 132 and by one of the
short partitions 134 and two of the bins being center bins defined by portions of the elongate
partition 132 and by two of the short partitions 134. Another of the elongate partitions 132 and
three of the other short partitions 134 divide width 131 of the left side of tray 110 into four bins
or receptacles, two of the bins being corner bins defined by a portion of the elongate partition
132 and by one of the short partitions 134 and two of the bins being center bins defined by
portions of the elongate partitions 132 and by two of the short partitions. In this way, the bins or

receptacles on the right side of tray 110 mirror the bins or receptacles on the left side of tray 110.

Between the bins on the right side of tray 110 and the bins on the left side of tray 110 are four

additional bins of substantially equal size to each other. Two of the bins open to the front of tray

110 and two of the bins open to the back of tray 110. In particular, each of the four additional
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bins are defined by portions of two of the elongate partitions 132 and a portion of center partition
136, which aligns with two of the short partitions 134.

[0042] The plurality of partitions or dividers 132, 134 and 136 as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4 as
well as base 196 structurally support a weight of a portion of display fixture 100 and a weight of
merchandise located in bins above the partitions. More particularly, partitions 132, 134 and 136
structurally support a weight of second tier 104, third tier 106 and fourth tier 108 as well as the

weight of merchandise that is being held on those tiers.

[0043] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a second tier 104 or uppermost tier 104 of the lower tiers
of display fixture 100 as mounted on top of lowermost tier 102 of the lower tiers of display
fixture 100 illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 6 is a top view of tiers 104 and 102 as illustrated in FIG. 3.
As illustrated in FIG. 5, horizontally oriented tray 112 is mounted onto plurality of partitions
132, 134 and 136 of tier 102 and a plurality of partitions 154, 156 and 158 are mounted onto tray
112 to form a plurality of bins or receptacles. Tray 112 includes a length 152 and a width 153. In
one embodiment and as illustrated, length 152 and width 153 are substantially the same such that
tray 112, like tray 110, is in the shape of a square. However, length 130 of tray 110 1s greater
than length 152 of tray 112 and width 131 of tray 110 is greater than width 153 of tray 112. In
one embodiment, partitions 154, 156 and 158, which define the bins or receptacles of tier 104,
are positioned on horizontally oriented tray 112 such that each partition 154, 156 and 158 1s
oriented substantially normal to two of the sides of the four-sided tray 112.

[0044] More specifically and in one embodiment, two elongate partitions 154 span the length
152 of tray 112, four short partitions 156 span the distance between one of the elongate partitions
154 and lip 115 and are oriented substantially normal to the elongate partitions 154 and two

center partitions 158 extend between the two elongate partitions 154 and are oriented

substantially normal to the elongate partitions 154.

[0045] Each elongate partition 154 includes a bottom edge 159, a top edge 160, two free side
edges 161 and two coupling side edges 162 (of which only one is shown). Each coupling side
edge 162 of elongate partitions 154 abuts an interior facing surface 197 of lip 115 and the entire
bottom edge 159 of each elongate partition 154 abuts horizontal surface 123 of tray 112, while
free side edges 161 taper from top edges 160 to coupling side edges 162 or a top of lip 115. In
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addition, the top edge 160 of each elongate partition 154 includes a tab 168 for connecting to the
tier or level located directly above tier or level 104. Tabs 168 can be connected to the tier above
tier 104 using fasteners, such as push lock screws or the like.

[0046] Each short partition 156 includes a bottom edge 163, a top edge 164, a free side edge 165,
a short coupling side edge 166 (of which only one is shown) and a long coupling side edge 167
(of which two are shown). Each short coupling side edge 166 of each short partition 156 abuts
interior facing surface 197 of lip 115, each long coupling side edge 167 of each short partition
156 abuts one of the elongate partitions 154 and the entire bottom edge 163 of each short
partition 156 abuts horizontal surface 123 of tray 112, while free side edges 165 like free side
edges 161 of elongate partitions 154 taper from top edges 164 to short coupling side edges 166
or the top of lip 115.

[0047] Each center partition 158 includes a bottom edge 169, a top edge 170 and two coupling
side edges 171 (of which two are shown). Each coupling side edge 171 of each center partition
158 abuts one of the elongate partitions 154 and the entire bottom edge 169 of each center
partition 158 abuts horizontal surface 123 of tray 112.

[0048] As illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6, one of the elongate partitions 154 and two of the short
partitions 156 divide length 152 of the front of tray 112 into three bins or receptacles, two of the
bins being corner bins defined by portions of one of the elongate partitions 154 and by one of the
short partitions 156 and one of the bins being a center bin defined by a portion of the elongate

partition 154 and by two of the short partitions 156. The other of the elongate partitions 154 and
two of the other short partitions 156 divide length 152 of the back of tray 112 into three bins or

receptacles, two of the bins being corner bins defined by portions of the other elongate partition
154 and by one of the short partitions 156 and one of the bins being a center bin defined by a
portion of the other elongate partition 154 and by two of the short partitions 156. In this way, the
bins or receptacles on the front of tray 112 mirror the bins on the back of tray 112. Between the
bins on the front of tray 112 and the bins on the back of tray 112 are two additional bins of
substantially equal size to each other. One bin opens to the right side of tray 112 and one bin
opens to the left side of tray 112. In particular, each of the two additional bins are defined by
portions of both elongate partitions 154 and one of the center partitions 158.
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[0049] The plurality of partitions or dividers 154, 156 and 158 as illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6
structurally support a weight of a portion of display fixture 100 and a weight of merchandise
located in bins above partitions 154, 156 and 158. More particularly, partitions 154, 156 and 158
structurally support a weight of third tier 106 and fourth tier 108 as well as the weight of
merchandise that is being held on those tiers.

[0050] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a third tier 106 or lowermost tier 106 of the upper tiers of
display fixture 100 as mounted on top of uppermost tier 104 of the lower tiers of display fixture
100 illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 8 is a top view of tiers 106, 104 and 102 illustrated in FIG. 7. As
illustrated in FIG. 7, horizontally oriented tray 114 is mounted onto plurality of dividers 154, 156
and 158 of tier 104 and a plurality of partitions 174 and 175 are mounted onto tray 114 to form a
plurality of bins or receptacles. Tray 114 includes a length 172 and a width 173. In one
embodiment and as illustrated, length 172 and width 173 are substantially the same such that tray
114, like trays 110 and 112, is in the shape of a square. However, length 152 of tray 112 1s
greater than length 172 of tray 114 and width 153 of tray 112 is greater than width 173 of tray
114. In one embodiment, partitions 174 and 175, which define the bins or receptacles of tier 106,
are positioned on horizontally oriented tray 114 such that each partition 174 is oriented at an
angle relative to each of the four sides of tray 114. For example, the angle to which each partition
174 1s angied to each side of tray 114 1s less than 90 degrees.

[0051] More specifically, all four partitions 174 are connected together via center tower

partitions 175 and are oriented to extend from center tower partitions 175 to each corner of tray
114.

[0052] Each partition 174 includes a bottom edge 176, a top edge 177, a free side edge 178, a
coupling side edge 179 (of which two are shown) and a coupling side edge 180 (of which two are
shown). Each coupling side edge 179 couples to a tower partition 175, each coupling side edge
180 abuts the intersection of two interior facing surfaces 181 of lip 117 and the entire bottom
edge 176 of each partition 174 abuts horizontal surface 125 of tray 114. Free side edges 178
taper from top edges 177 to coupling side edges 180 or a top of lip 117. In addition, the top edge
177 of each partition 174 includes a tab 182 for connecting to tier or level 108 located directly
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above tier or level 106. Tabs 182 can be connected to the tier above tier 106 using fasteners, such

as push lock screws or the like.

[0053] As illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8, partitions 174 and 175 divide tray 114 into four bins, one
of the bins being located at the front of tray 114, one of the bins being located at the back of tray
114, one of the bins being located at the right side of tray 114 and one of the bins being located
at the left side of tray 114. The plurality of partitions or dividers 174 and 175 as illustrated in
FIGS. 7 and 8 structurally support a weight of a portion of display fixture 100 and a weight of
merchandise located in bins above partitions 174 and 175. More particularly, partitions 174 and
1’75 structurally support a weight of fourth tier 108 as well as the weight of merchandise that is
being held on that tier.

[0054] FIGS. 9 and 10 are plan views of partitions or dividers 184 and 185 of uppermost tier 108
of display fixture 100. FIG. 11 illustrates partitions 184 and 185 as illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10
assembled together. First partition 184 includes a main slot 186 that extends from a top 187 to a
terminating end 188 and is in alignment with a vertical center line of first partition 184. Still
further, first partition 184 includes additional slots 198 for securing first partition 184 to tray 116
of tier 108 and additional slots 195 for receiving a gift card holder 107. Second partition 185
includes a main slot 188 that extends from a bottom edge 189 to a terminating end 190 and is in
alignment with a vertical center line of second partition 185. Still further, second partition 185

Includes additional slots 198 for securing second partition 185 to tray 116 of tier 108 and
additional slots 195 for receiving a gift card holder 107.

[0055] To assemble first partition 184 and second partition 185 together to form a portion of a
three-dimensional seasonal decoration, first partition 184 is oriented substantially perpendicular
or normal to second partition 185, second partition 185 is inserted into or mates with slot 186 of

first partition 184 along slot 188 and second partition 185 is pushed downward relative to first
partition 184 until top 191 of second partition 1835 is aligned with top 187 of first partition 184.

[0056] FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a fourth tier 108 or uppermost tier 108 of the upper tiers
of display fixture 100 as mounted on top of lowermost tier 106 of the upper tiers of display
fixture 100 1illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 13 is a top view of tiers 108, 106, 104 and 102 as
tllustrated in FIG. 12. As illustrated in FIG. 12, horizontally oriented tray 116 is mounted onto
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plurality of partitions 174 and 175 of tier 106 and a plurality of partitions 184 and 185 are
mounted onto tray 116 to form a plurality of bins or receptacles. Tray 116 includes a length 192
and a width 193. In one embodiment and as illustrated, length 192 and width 193 are
substantially the same such that tray 116, like trays 110, 112 and 114, is in the shape of a square.
However, length 172 of tray 114 is greater than length 192 of tray 116 and width 173 of tray 114
1s greater than width 193 of tray 116. In one embodiment, partitions 184 and 185, which define
the bins or receptacles of tier 108, are positioned and secured on horizontally oriented tray 116
and are oriented at an angle relative to each of the four sides of tray 116. In one embodiment,
partitions 184 and 185 are oriented to extend from the vertical center line of each partition 134
and 185 to each corner of tray 116 or at an angle that 1s less thari 90 degrees from each side.
[0057] As illustrated in FIGS. 12 and 13, partitions 184 and 185 divide tray 116 into four bins
and, as previously discussed, barriers 118 help retain merchandise being held on tray 116 and
within partitions 184 and 185. In particular, one of the bins is open to the front of tray 116, one
of the bins is open to the back of tray 116, one of the bins is open to the right side of tray 116 and
one of the bins 1s open to the left side of tray 116.

[0058] FIG. 14 is a top view of an alternative configuration 202 of a plurality of bins of a
lowermost tier 102 of the lower tiers according to another embodiment. In the configuration
illustrated in FIG. 14, a plurality of removable fillers 201 are inserted into select bins located
between the bins located on the right side of tray 210 and the bins located on the left side of tray
210. Each select bin is defined by portions of two elongate partitions 232 and a portion of center
partition 236, which aligns with two short partitions 234. Each removable filler 201 decrecases a
depth of the bin to which it is inserted. In particular, each removable filler 201 is inserted into
one of the select bins and pushed to abut a portion of center partition 236. As illustrated in FIG.

14, each removable filler 201 has a square or cube like shape for occupying a cubical volume of
space.

[0059] FIG. 15 is a top view of another alternative configuration 302 of bins of the lowermost
tier 102 of the lower tiers according to yet another embodiment. Like configuration 202
illustrated in FIG. 14, configuration 302 of the lowermost tier includes a plurality of removable

tillers 201 that are inserted into select bins located between the bins located on the right side ot
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tray 310 and the bins located on the left side of tray 310. Each select bin is defined by portions of
two elongate partitions 332 and a portion of center partitions 336, which aligns with two short
partitions 334. As described above, each removable filler 201 decreases a depth of the bin to
which 1t is inserted. In particular, each removable filler 201 is inserted into one of the select bins
and pushed to abut a portion of center partition 336. As illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 13, each
removable filler 201 has a square or cube like shape for occupying a cubical volume of space.
[0060] In the configuration illustrated in FIG. 15, configuration 302 also includes two removable
fillers 301 that are inserted into two corner bins that are located opposite from each other. Each
of the two select corner bins is defined by a portion of one of the elongate partitions 332 and one
short partition 334. Each removable filler 301 decreases the usable space of the corner bin in
which it is inserted. In particular, each removable filler 301 is inserted into one of the select
corner bins and pushed so that it abuts a portion of one of the elongate partitions 332 and a
portion of one of the short partitions 334. As illustrated in FIG. 15, each removable filler 301 has
a triangular shape for occupying a triangular volume of space of a corner.

[0061] In the configuration illustrated in FIG. 15, configuration 302 also includes two removable
partitions or dividers 303 that are inserted into the other two comer bins that are located opposite
from each other. Each of the two of the other corner bins is defined by a portion of one of the
elongate partitions 332 and one short partition 334. Each removable partition 303 divides the
corner bin to which it is inserted into two bins. In particular, each removable partition 303 1s

inserted into one of the other select corner bins and pushed so the back, which as a square

elongated shape, abuts a portion of one of the elongate partitions 332 and a portion of one of the

short partitions 334.

[0062] FIG. 16 is a top view of an alternative configuration 304 of bins of the uppermost tier 104
of the lower tiers according to another embodiment. In the configuration 304 illustrated in FIG.
16, a plurality of removable partitions 403 are inserted into each corner bin of tray 312. Each
removable partition 403 divides each corner bin, to which it is inserted, into two bins. In
particular, each removable partition 403 is inserted into one of the corner bins so the back, which

has a square elongated shape, abuts a portion of an elongate partition 354 and a portion of a short

partition 356.
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[0063] F1G. 17 illustrates a perspective view of another embodiment of a display fixture 300
including the alternative configuration 302 of bins in lowermost tier 102 and alternative
configuration 304 of bins in uppermost tier 104 of the lower tiers as illustrated in FIGS. 15 and
16. In comparison to display fixture 100 and in using removable fillers 201 in lowermost tier 302
of display fixture 300, a portion of the eight center bins are converted so that all eight bins have
the substantially same depth. In using removable fillers 301 in lowermost tier 302, two opposing
corner bins are converted to having a decreased depth. In using removable partitions 303 in
lowermost tier 302, the other two opposing corner bins are converted to separating those two
corner bins into four corner bins. In using removable partitions 403 in tier 304, all corner bins of
tier 304 are converted to separating the corner bins into two corner bins. Therefore, rather than
display fixture 300 including only four corner bins in tier 304, display fixture 300 includes eight
corner bins 1n tier 304.

[0064] FIG. 18 is a top view of an alternative configuration 506 of bins of the lowermost tier 106
of the upper tiers according to another embodiment. In the configuration 506 illustrated in FIG.
18, a plurality of removable dowels 505 are inserted and positioned across all bins of tier 106.
Dowels 505 can include a variety of different shapes. In one embodiment, dowels 505 are
cylindrical while in other embodiments dowels 505 are only rounded on one side. Each bin of

tier 106 is defined by two partitions 574 and a tower partition 575. Each removable dowel 505
extends from partition 574 to partition 574 without contacting tray 514 or tower partition 575

and 1s configured to receive merchandise that requires a rod type display mechanism. For

example, headbands, watches and the like.

[0065] FIG. 19 illustrates a perspective view of a display fixture 500 including the alternative
configuration 202 of bins of lowermost tier 102 illustrated in FIG. 14 and the alternative
configuration 504 of bins of uppermost tier 104 of the lower tiers as illustrated in FIG. 18. In
comparison to display fixture 100 and in using removable fillers 201 in lowermost tier 202 of
display fixture 500, a portion of the eight center bins are converted so that all eight bins have the
substantially same depth. In using removable dowels 505 in tier 506, all bins of tier 506 are

converted to also displaying merchandise that can be displayed on a rod.
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[0066] FIG. 20 is a top view of another alternative configuration 602 of bins of the lowermost
tier 102 of the lower tiers according to yet another embodiment. Like the configuration
illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 15, lowermost tier 102 of the lower tiers includes a plurality of
removable fillers 201 that are inserted into select bins located between the bins located on the
right side of tray 610 and the bins located on the left side of tray 610. Each select bin is defined
by portions of two elongate partitions 632 and a portion of center partitions 636, which aligns

with two short partitions 634. As described above, each removable filler 201 decreases a depth of

the bin 1in which 1t is inserted. In particular, each removable filler 201 is inserted into one of the
select bins and pushed to abut a portion of a side of center partition 636. As illustrated in FIGS.
14, 15 and 20, each removable filler 201 has a square or cube-like shape for occupying a cubical
volume of space.

[0067] In the configuration 602 illustrated in FIG. 20, a plurality of removable fillers 301 are
inserted into each corner bin of tray 610. Each removable filler 301 decreases the usable space of
the corner bin to which it is inserted. In particular, each removable filler 301 is inserted into one
of the corner bins so that it abuts a portion of a side of one of the elongate partitions 632 and a
portion of one of the short partitions 634. As illustrated in FIG. 20, each removable filler 301 has
a triangular shape for occupying a triangular volume of space of a corner.

[0068] FIG. 21 1s a top view of an alternative configuration 604 of bins of the uppermost tier 104
of the lower tiers according to another embodiment. In the configuration illustrated in FIG. 21, a

plurality of removable fillers 601 are inserted into each corner bin of tray 612. Each removable
filler 601 decreases the usable space of the corner bin to which it is inserted. In particular, each

removable filler 601 is inserted into one of the corner bins so that it abuts a portion of one of the
clongate partitions 654 and a portion of one of the short partitions 656. As illustrated in FIG. 21,

each removabile filler 601 has a triangular shape for occupying a triangular volume of space of a

corner.
[0069] FIG. 22 illustrates a perspective view of a display fixture 600 including the alternative

configuration 602 of bins of lowermost tier 102 illustrated in FIG. 20, the alternative

configuration 604 of bins of uppermost tier 104 of the lower tiers as illustrated in FIG. 21 and the

alternative configuration 506 of bins of lowermost tier 106 of the upper tiers as illustrated in



CA 02810680 2013-03-28

Attorney Docket No. 201202870
16

FI1G. 18. In comparison to display fixture 100 and in using removable fillers 201 and removable
fillers 301 in lowermost tier 102 of display fixture 600, a portion of the eight center bins are
converted so that all eight bins have the substantially same depth and all of the corner bins are
converted to having a decreased depth. In using removable fillers 601, all the corner bins of tier
104 are converted to having a decreased depth. In using removable dowels 505 in tier 506, all
bins of tier 506 are converted to also displaying merchandise that can be displayed on a rod.

[0070] Although FIGS. 14-22 illustrate various alternative configurations of bin arrangements on

tiers 102, 104 and 106 than the bin arrangements illustrated in FIGS. 1-8, other types of bin

arrangements than those that are illustrated are possible. For example, different types of
removable fillers, removable dividers and removable dowels can be placed within any of the bins
of display fixture 100 to create different configurations of displaying merchandise. In addition,
display fixture 100 can be of a variety of different materials. In some embodiments, display
fixture 100 can be made of corrugated cardboard. In other embodiments, display fixture 100 can

be made of foam core, wood, metal, and the like.

[0071] Although the subject matter has been described in language specific to structural features
and/or methodological acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in the appended
claims 1s not necessarily limited to the specific features or acts described above. Rather, the

specific features and acts described above are disclosed as example forms of implementing the

claims.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A display fixture comprising;
a plurality of tiers stacked one on top of another, each tier including a substantially
horizontally oriented tray; and
each tier further including a separate plurality of dividers oriented substantially
vertically that divide a volume between adjacent pairs of trays into a plurality
of bins, wherein each divider structurally supports a weight of the display
fixture and a weight of merchandise located in the bins of the display fixture

that are located above each divider; and
wherein the plurality of tiers together resemble a three-dimensional seasonal

decoration when viewed from each side of the display fixture.

2. The display fixture of claim 1, wherein a first tray of the plurality of trays 15 a
lowermost tray and comprises a length and a width that are greater than a length and a width

of a second tray of the plurality of trays that is located directly above the first tray.

3. The display fixture of claim 2, wherein the length and the width of the second tray of
the plurality of trays are greater than a length and a width of a third tray of the plurality of
trays that is located directly above the second tray.

4. The display fixture of claim 3, wherein the length and the width of the third tray of the

plurality of trays are greater than a length and a width of a fourth tray of the plurality of trays
that is located directly above third tray.

5. The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the plurality of dividers that

are located on an uppermost tray of the plurality of trays resembles a top of the three-
dimensional seasonal decoration.



CA 02810680 2014-06-25

18

6. The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 5, further comprising a removable filler

insertable into one of the plurality of bins to decrease a depth of the bin,

7. The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 6, further comprising a removable divider
insertable into one of the plurality of bins to divide the bin into two bins.

S, The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 7, further comprising a removable dowel

for attaching to and extending between two dividers.

9, The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein the each of the plurality of
dividers comprises a top edge, a bottom edge and a free side edge, wherein the free side edge

tapers downwardly from the top edge to each substantially horizontally oriented tray.

10.  The display fixtare of any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein the three-dimensional

seasonal decoration comprises a Christmas free.

11.  The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein each substantially

horizontally oriented fray is square in shape.

12,  The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 11, wherein each of the plurality of bins

comprises a front lip.

13.  The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 12, wherein at least one of the plurality of

dividers comprises a tab for fastening to a tier above,

14.  The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 13, further comprising a base for
supporting said plurality of tiers.
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The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 14, wherein said plurality of tiers and

said plurality of dividers comprise corrugated cardboard.

16.

The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 15, wherein each of the plurality of bins

further comprises a price label pocket.

17.

The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 16, wherein at least one of said plurality

of bins is accessible from each side of saud display fixture.

18.

19,

A display fixture comprising:

at Jeast one lower level that includes a four-sided platform and a plurality of rectilinear

partitions dividing the platform into receptacles for holding merchandise, each
partition of the at least one lower level is oriented substantially normal to two
sides of the four-sided platform; and

at least one upper level that includes a four-sided platform and a plurality of rectilinear
partitions dividing the platform into receptacles for holding merchandise, each
partition of the at least one upper level is oriented at an angle relative to each
side of the four-sided platform that is less than 90 degrees; and

wherein the at least one lower level and the at least one upper level together resemble

a three-dimensional seasonal decoration when viewed from each side of the
display fixture.

The display fixture of claim 18, wherein a portion of the rectilinear partitions of the at

least one lower level comprise at least one edge that abuts a lip on one of the sides of the four-
sided platform.

20,

The display fixture of claim 19, wherein the portion of the rectilinear partitions of the

at least one lower level further comprise a free edge that tapers from a top edge to the top of

the at least one edge that abuts the lip on one of the sides of the four-sided platform,
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21, The display fixture of any one of claims 18 to 20, further comprising a plurality of
open top boxes for holding gift cards, wherein each partition of the at least one upper level

comprises a side that includes a slot for receiving one of the open top boxes.

22.  The display fixture of any one of claims 18 to 21, further comprising a plurality of
price label packets, wherein each receptacle of the at least one lower level and each receptacle

of the at least one upper level comprises at least one side that receives one of the price label
pockets,

23.  The display fixture of any one of claims 18 to 22, wherein each four-sided platform 15
square in shape.

24,  The display fixture of any one of claims 18 to 23, wherein at least one of the partitions
comprises a tab for fastening to a level above,

25.  The display fixture of any one of claims 18 to 24, further comprising a base for

suppotting said at least one lower level.

26.  The display fixture of any one of claims 18 to 25, wherein said at least one lower

level, said at least one upper level and said partitions comprise corrugated cardboard.

27.  The display fixture of any one of claims 18 to 26, wherein at least one of said

receptacles is accessible from each side of said display fixture,

28, A method of displaying merchandise in bins of a display fixture that resembles a
three-dimensional seasonal decoration, the method comprising;
mounting a first four-sided tray on a base and a plurality of rectilinear dividers on the

first four-sided tray to form a plurality of bins in at least one lower tier of the
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display fixture, each divider of the at least one lower level is oriented
substantially normal to the sides of the tray; and

mounting a second four-sided tray on the plurality of rectilinear dividers of the at least
one lowet level and a plurality of rectilinear dividers on the second four-sided
tray to form a plurality of bins in at least one upper tier of the display fixture,
each divider of the at least one upper level is oriented at an angle relative to the
sides of the tray that is less than 90 degrees; and

stocking the plurality of bins of the at least one lower tier and the plurality of bins of

the at least one upper tier with merchandise.

29, The method of claim 28, further comprising inserting a removable filler into at least

one bin of the at least one lower tier to decrease a depth of the at least one bin,

30,  The method of claim 28 or 29, further comprising inserting a removable divider mito at

least one bin of the at least one lower tier to divide the bin into two bins,

31, The method of any one of claims 28 to 30, further comprising attaching a removable

dowel between two dividers of the at least one upper tier so that the removable dowe] extends

between two dividers.

32.  The method of any one of claims 28 to 31, further comprising attaching at least one
open top box to each divider of the at least one upper tier through a slot in each divider so as
to display financial transaction cards.

33.  The method of any one of claims 28 to 32, wherein each four-sided platform is square
in shape.

34.  The method of any one of claims 28 to 33, wherein each of the plurality of receptacles
comprises a front lip.
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35,  The method of any one of claims 28 to 34, wherein at least one of the partitions
comprises a tab for fastening to a level above.

36,  The method of any one of claims 28 to 35, further comprising a base for supporting

said at least one lower level.

37.  The method of any one of claims 28 to 36, wherein said at least one lower level, said

at Jeast one upper level and said partitions comprise ¢orrugated cardboard.

38,  The method of any one of claims 28 to 37, wherein each of said receptacles further
comprises a price label pocket.

39,  The method of any one of ¢laims 28 to 38, wherein at least one of said receptacles 18
accessible from each side of said display fixture.

40,  The display fixture of any one of claims 1 to 17, wherein at least one pair of said

plurality of dividers on each of said plurality of tiers are substantially perpendicular to one
another.
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