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1. 

This invention relates to thumb forceps used 
in surgical operations for grasping the tissues 
while suturing a wound. 
An important, object of the invention is to pro 

vide thumb forceps of this character having 
means whereby the surgical needle used in Sutur 
ing a wound, may be gripped, after the needle 
has penetrated the tissues and has become ex 
posed, thereby providing means for drawing the 
needle through the tissues. 
Another important object of the invention is 

to provide means whereby the needle will be 
firmly held while it is being pulled through the 
tissues, thereby eliminating any possibility of 
the needle slipping or tearing the tissues while 
suturing a Wound. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 

which will appear as the description proceeds, 
the invention consists of certain novel details 
of construction and combinations of parts here 
inafter more fully described and pointed Out in 
the claims, it being understood that changes 
may be made in the construction and arrange 
ment of parts without departing from the spirit 
of the invention as claimed. 

Referring to the drawing 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a thumb 

forcep used in surgical operations, constructed 
in accordance with the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view thereof, por 
tions of the blades of the forceps, being shown 
in section. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmental longitudinal Sectional 
view through the blades of the forceps, as closed 
in gripping the needle used in Suturing a Wound. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the refer 
ence character 5 indicates the upper blade of 
the forceps, while the reference character 6 in 
dicates the lower blade thereof, the blades hav 
ing teeth and 8 that grip the tissues during 
the suturing of a wound. 
As clearly shown by Fig. 1 of the drawing, the 

forceps are constructed of yieldable metal, so 
that when holding the forceps and pressing the 
upper blade 5 towards the lower blade 6, the 
teeth will be brought together to accomplish the 
purpose of the forcepS. 
Formed in the upper blade 5, is an elongated 

opening 9 that has its outer end Spaced an ap 
preciable distance from the Outer end of the 
blade 5 or teeth . 
Adjacent to the Outer end of the elongated 

opening 9, is a transversely disposed jaw to that 
cooperates with the jaw extending inwardly 
from the lower blade 6, the jaws O and it being 
so disposed that the inner inclined edge or sur 
face of the jaw f will cooperate with the outer 
inclined surface of the jaw in gripping the 
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needle used in Suturing a wound, the needle in 
the present showing being indicated by the ref 
erence character A. 
The jaw is formed at the inner end of the 

notch 2 that extends inwardly from the outer 
end of the blade 6 so that in positioning the 
forceps in gripping and drawing the needle, the 
blade 6 may be slid in position over the needle, 
and the blade 6 moved to engage the needle and 
grip the needle, the needle passing through the 
elongated opening 9, in a manner illustrated by 
Fig. 3 of the drawing. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that due to 

the construction shown and described, the for 
CepS may be used in grasping the tissues while 
Suturing a Wound, and then after the needle has 
been extended through the tissues, the forceps 
may be used in gripping the needle in drawing 
the needle through the tissues to position the 
Wire Commonly used in suturing a wound. - 
Having thus described the invention, what is 

Clained is: 
1. A Surgical forceps embodying a pair of nor 

mally Spaced yieldable blades connected at their 
inner ends, one of said blades having an opening 
elongated longitudinally of the blade adjacent 
to the free end thereof, the opposite blade hav 
ing a notch extending inwardly from its free 
end, said opening and notch accommodating a 
needle used in Suturing a wound, and cooperat 
ing jaws on the blades for gripping the needle 
entering through the opening and slot of the 
blades, whereby the needle is pulled through the 
tissues being sutured. 

2. A Surgical forceps embodying a pair of nor 
mally Spaced yieldable blades connected at their 
inner ends, jaWS formed at the free ends of the 
blades, Said jaWS cooperating in grasping tissues 
While Suturing a Wound, one of said jaws having 
an elongated opening extending inwardly from 
the free end thereof, the opposite blade having 
an opening elongated longitudinally thereof, the 
latter opening being Spaced from the free end 
of the blade in which it is formed, jaws extend 
ing inwardly from the blades adjacent to the ends 
of the openings, and Spaced from the first-men 
tioned jaws. 
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