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This invention relates to containers, and 
more particularly to containers such as car 
ried by women and are commonly termed 
“vanity boxes” for holding a make-up mate 
rial, such as face powder. 
The objects of the invention are to pro 

vide an improved container of this sort which 
is adapted to use with “loose powder as 
distinguished from a “powder compact; to 
enable the powder to be securely retained 
against inadvertent spilling or loss; to pro 
vide for very easy application of some of the 
powder to a powderpuff; to secure immedi 
ate closure of the container upon removal 
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of the powder puff or the like; to thus ob 
tain a container for loose powder having 
means for readily dispensing the powder 
similar to the operation of obtaining powder 
from the present day compact; to enable 
the container to be used either in this man 
ner like a compact or as the usual loose pow 
der containers are now used; to provide a 
container which may be repeatedly refilled; 
to secure simplicity of construction and oper 
ation; and to obtain other advantages and 
results as may be brought out in the follow ing description. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing 
in which like numerals of reference indicate similar parts throughout the several views: 

Figure 1 is a plan of a “loose powder' 
container constructed in accordance with my 
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Figure 

invention; . . . . s' . . . . 
Figure 2 is a sectional view thereof online 

2-2; 
; 3 is a similar sectional view show 

ing the dispensing retainer raised, as for 
filling the container; 

40 
ling the mode of operation in applying pow 
der to a puff; . . . . . . . . - 

Figure 4 is a similar sectional view show 

Figure 5 is an exaggerated view of a cen 
tral portion of the dispensing retainer; and 

Figures 6, 7 and 8 are exaggerated views 

ably hinged, as at 5 and 6 respectively, to 
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of several forms of cross-sectional construc 
tions of retainer segments. 
In the specific embodiment of the inven 

tion illustrated in said drawing, the refer 
ence numerall indicates the body or box por 
tion of a “vanity’ or container, this box or 
body portion being adapted to receive a 
make-up material in powder form. It has 
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been common practice heretofore to provide 
a pair of covers for such a box, one covering 
the other when closed and the outer one 55 
having a reflecting surface. Room enough 
is left between the covers for receiving and 
carrying a powder puff and sometimes other 
articles. When such a construction is used, so the outer cover is opened, the powder puff . 
removed, and then the other or inner cover is opened and the powder puff dipped into 
the powder. There is accordingly danger of the powder spilling or blowing, excessive a 
amounts of powder are used, and the devices 65 
have proved so unsatisfactory that women 
have shown a marked preference for the pow 
der compacts, that is, powder in cake form. 
In the present invention, I provide an out 

er cover 2, and, closing the usual opening 3 of 70 
the box but adapted to be enclosed also by 
said outer cover 2, is an inner cover which 
I prefer to call a dispensing retainer 4. 
Both the cover and the retainer are prefer 
the body, so they may be opened independ 
ently of each other, and have suitable snap 
fastening means as usual for retaining them 
releasably closed. The dispensing retainer 
4 is intended to be opened only for filling 
the box 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The dispensing retainer 4, forming an es 

sential part of the present invention, is of 
such nature that it is normally closed to pre 

80 

85 vent escape or spilling of the powder in the 
box 1. It is constructed, however, so as to automatically provide for escape of a limited 
amount of powder when a powderpuff or the 
like is rubbed over the same. The openings 
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through which the powder thus escapes, 
nevertheless, will close as soon as pressure is 
removed. Of the various ways for accom 
plishing this action, I have illustrated herein 
a retainer which is stamped or cut, between 
a continuous rim 7 and an integral centerpiece 

O 

5 

8, into one or more spiral segments 9. The 
material is preferably sufficiently resilient to 
normally retain the segments in the plane of 
the outer margin or rim 7 and the centerpiece 
8 so the retainer will provide a substantially 
smooth surface under normal conditions. 
However, the spiral cutting of the retainer 
enables the segments to be depressed out of 
said plane and create a crevice between the 
segments, at which time powder may escape 
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so desired. 
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through the several crevices. Accordingly, 
when a powder puff or the like 10 is wiped 
across the retainer, with some pressure, pow 
der will be obtained on the said powderpuff, 
but immediately upon removal of the pres 
sure, the retainer will close and prevent escape 
of unnecessary amounts of powder. 

It is to be understood that the cross-sec 
tional configuration of the segments 9 is not 
confined to the shape or proportions herein 
illustrated, the necessity for clearness causing 
the exaggeration of dimensions and distor 
tion of proportions. Furthermore, the seg 
ments are not necessarily stamped out of the 
same piece of material as the rim and center 
piece, but may obviously be otherwise con 
structed or attached. Preferably the seg 
ments are two or more spirals as clearly in 
dicted in Figures 1 and 5 for obtaining better 
Support of the centerpiece and greater assur 
ance of a perfect closure under normal condi 
tions. If desired, the closure between the 
segments may be insured with greater cer 
tainty by sloping the abutting edges one way 
or another. In Figure 7 I have illustrated 
segments 11 in cross-section having side edges 
sloping with respect to the top and bottom of 
the segments, while in Figure 8 I have shown 
the segments' 12 as round in cross-section, 
enabling the same to be constructed of wire if 

it will be observed that while the device 
is designed and intended for securing the 
powder therefrom by pressure upon the re 
tainer, it is so constructed that the retainer 
may be swung open and the powder obtained 
directly from the box if so desired. Accord 
ingly the device may be used any other way 
asbest suits the desires of the user. It may 
be added, that in actual use of the device, pressure on the retainer causing the same to 
sinkinto the box causes a pressure within the 
box resulting in the ejection of powder. 
Even when the powder is getting low in the box, the pressure of the powderpuff on the 
retainer causes air within the box to seek 
escape which is through the crevices between 
the segments and with this escape of air a 
quantity of powder will be carried along also. 
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Obviously other detail changes and modifi 
cations may be made in the construction and 
use of my improved “vanity” or container, 
and I do not wish to be understood as limiting 
myself to the precise construction illustrated 
or mode of operation indicated, except as 
set forth in the following claims when con 
strued in the light of the prior art. 
Having thus decribed my invention, I 

claim :- 
1. A container for powdered substances 

having a dispensing retainer, said retainer 
having a plurality of depressible resilient 
segments, the depression of which provides 
crevices therebetween substantially in the di 
rection of depression for dispensing the pow 
dered substances within the container. 

2. A container for powdered substances 
providing a dispensing retainer having a 
centerpiece and a rim, and a plurality of 
spiral segments arranged close together side 
by side so as to normally form a closure and 
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connected to the rim and centerpiece for sup 
porting said centerpiece from the rim. 
having a dispensing retainer, said retainer 
providing a substantially flat portion so as to 
be readily wiped with a powder puff, there 
being a plurality of slits in said substantially 
flat portion of the retainer, said slits being so 
arranged as to permit depression of said re 
tainer to create openings in said retainer to 
permit the escape of a limited amount of pow der therethrough. 

4. A container for powdered substances, 
comprising a closure for said container hav 

3. A container for powdered substances 90 
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ing a substantially flat surface readily wiped 
with a powder puff, said closure having re 
silient portions adapted to be depressed and 
permit passage of a powdered substance to 
the outside of the closure. . 

5. A container for powdered substances, 
comprising a closure for said container hav 
ing a substantially flat surface readily wiped 
with a powderpuff, said closure having resil 
ient portions adapted to be depressed and 
permit passage of a powdered substance to 
the outside of the closure said resiliency of the 
portions of the closure normally retaining 
the said portions in the plane of the closure. 

6. A container for powdered substances 
having a dispensing retainer, said retainer 
providing a plurality of spirals substantially 
in a plane so as to be readily wiped with a 
powder puff. - 

7. A container for powdered substances, 
comprising a closure for said container hav. 
ing a relatively extensive surface accessible 
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to be readily wiped with a powderpuff, said 
closure having alternate resilient portions 
and cuts therein, portions of each cut being 
Out of alinement So as to enable the resilient 
portion of the closure to be depressed. 
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8. A container for loose powder having a 
closure, said closure having a pliable powder '130 
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dispensing surface comprising alternate re 
silient portions and crevices from which pow 
der may be obtained by manipulation of a 
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puff against said surface. 
9. A container for powdered substances, 

comprising a closure having a relatively ex 
tensive surface accessible to be readily wiped 
with a powder puff, said closure having a 
plurality of portions cooperating with each 
other adapted to be depressed and permit 
passage of a powdered substance to the out 
side of the closure. 
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