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To all whom it may concern: before it is inserted in the shield. The ab-
Be it known that I, EDwWARD E. PRAY, a | sorbent material, when used as a vehicle for
citizen of the United States, residing at New | the antiseptic agent alone, may be of any suit-
York city, in the county of New York and | able fabric or material which will take upand 55
5 State of New York, have invented a new and | hold the agent in sufficient quantity to de-
useful Improvement in Dress- Shields, of | odorize the perspiration; but when it is de-
which the following is a specification. signed to possess the additional funection of
My invention consists of a dress-shield | absorbing and retaining the moisture its ab-
having an odorless deodorizing antiseptic | sorbent properties must be increased accord- 60
ro agent which is applied to or contained in the | ingly. It is better that the absorbent mate-
shield for the purpose of neutralizing or dis- | rial should be sterilized.
pelling the disagreeable odor of perspiration, I propose to use my improvement in arm-
the said shield being also provided with an | pit-shields, chest-protectors, and other forms
absorbent material which will absorb the | of protectors for use with the garments of 63
15 moisture of the perspiration. eretofors arm- | both sexes and forlining garments generally.
pit shields have been saturated with deodor- I do not desire to limit myself to the use of
izing and perfuming substances, the perfume | the odorless deodorizing agents 1 have men-
being used to suppress or conceal the odor of | tioned as examples, but to include other like
the deodorizing agent; but the resultant odor | agents as are useful for that purpose. 70
20 is often more offensive than that of perspira- To illustrate the application of my inven-
tion and the article has not met publicfavor. | tion toauseful form, I will now describe it by
By my improvement I entirely suppress or | reference to the accompanying drawings, in
obliterate all odor from the shield and pre- | which—
serve the shield in a pure and healthful con- Figure 1isa perspectiveview of an armpit- 75
25 dition. Theabsorbentsubstanceisusedon the | shield, partly eut away, illustrating my in-
side adjacent to the body of the wearerforthe | vention; and Figs. 2 to 5 illustrate the useof
purpose of absorbing the moisture of perspira- | a detachable absorbent pad or layer.
tion and preventingit from running down on In Fig. 1 theshield ¢ is of a common form,
the inner garments. I prefer to use for this | having an outer side or layer b of linen or 8o
30 purpose sterilized absorbent cotton orlintine, | other suitable material and an inner side or
such as is usedin surgery, becauseof its free- | layer ¢ of rubber or other material impervi-
dom from microbes and on account of its | ous to moisture. It will be understood that
great absorbent capacity. The deodorizing | the sidebisadjacent tothebody of the wearer
agent I prefer to use is boracie acid, because | and the side ctotheoutergarment. Between 85
35 it is odorless and antiseptic and does not j the layersb ¢ I place alayer or piece d, of any
stain the garments nor produce any disagree- | suitable fabric or other absorbent material,
able or injurious medicinal effect on the | which is impregnated with an odorless de-
wearer under the conditions of warmth and | odorizing agent. If preferred, however, the
moisture incident to its use. On the con- | layer d may be omitted and the layer b com- go
40 trary, it is non-irritant, and is used as a rem- | posed of a proper absorbent fabric or mate-
edy for chafing. It is not subject to rapid or | rial and saturated or impregnated with a de-
harmful chemical reactions or changes in this | odorizing agent, as described.
use and retains its efficiency as an odorless In Tigs. 2 to 5 I illustrate ashield in which
deodorizing agent for a long time. Iecan also | the absorbent pad is detachable from the im- 95
45 use chloride of magnesia; butitis not as good | pervious or rubber layer, in order that it may
as the boracicacid, because itis more liableto | be exchanged for a fresh pad or be removed
chemical reaction, not so enduring in its prop- | in order to be again impregnated with the
erties, and is slightly irritating. deodorizing agent in case the latter should,
In using the boracic acid, I make a satu- | by continued use, lose its deodorizing effi- o0
50 rate solution andimmersethe pad or piece of | ciency. In these figures I show the impervi-
absorbent material therein and then dry it | ous layer ¢ asprovided with permanently-se-
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cured sharp hooks-or pins ¢ or other snitable
fastening devices. The inner layer b iscom-
posed of a suitable absorbent material im-
pregnated with the odorless deodorizing agent
and is secured to the layer ¢ by securing its
edges on thefastenings e.
self to securing the layer b to the layer ¢ in
this way, because it may be secured by pin-
ning, basting, lacing, or in other detach-
able ways. With this construction the layer
b may be renewed as often as desired, aund, if
preferred, the layer ¢ may be sewed or oth-
erwise secured to the dress or other garment,
80 as to remain permanently in place.

If the absorbent material is designed to-

have the additional function of taking up and
retaining the moisture of perspiration, and
thereby protecting the inner garments of the
wearer, the absorbent layer should have a
correspondingly-increased power and capac-
ity of absorption. Inthiscase I preferto use
a sterilized material, such as sterilized ab-
sorbent cotton orlintine or other similar ma-
terial.

‘What I elaim as my invention is—

1. A shield for protecting garments, pro-
vided with an odorless deodorizing antiseptic
agent, substantially as and for the purposes
described.

Ido not limit my-.

. 2. A shield forprotecting garments, having
a layer of material impervious to moisture
and a layer of absorbent material impreg-
nated with an odorless deodorizing agent or
substance, substantially as and for the pur-
poses described.

3. A shield for protecting garments, having
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a layer of absorbent material impregnated

with boracic acid, substantially as and for
the purposes described.

4. A shield for protecting garments, having
a layer of material impervious to moisture
and a layer of sterilized highly-absorbent ma-
terial impregnated with an odorless deodor-
izing agent, substantially as and for the pur-
poses described.

5. A shield for protecting garments, having
a layer of material impervious to moisture
and a detachable layer of absorbent material
impregnated with an odorless deodorizing
agent or substance, substantially as and for
the purposes described. :

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 13th day of July, 1891.

EDWARD E. PRAY.
Witnesses: ’ _
RoBr. . GAYLORD,
THOMAS B. KERR.
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