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(57) Abstract: The present invention achieves: a travelable area detection device that can detect breaks in road edges
ahead of a moving body and determine whether there are travelable areas that the moving body can travel from the detected
breaks in the road edges; and a travel assistance system that uses the travelable area detection device. The travelable area
detection device 1: detects the position of a roadside of a travel area from a stereoscopic image generated on the basis
of a plurality of images acquired by a stereo camera device 2; and uses position information for detected road edges to
estimate the change in height of breaks between the road edges and the change in gradient of areas that extend from the
breaks in the road edges to the opposite side of a travel lane. The present invention can thereby determine whether the
breaks in the road edges are areas that can be traveled by a vehicle V.
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