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To all wherx it may concern:
Be it known that we, Fexry Horsox and

CWanrer S. Hursex, ctizens of the United
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States, and residents of Pocalello, in the
county of Bannock and State of Idaho, have
invented xz mew and Improved Meat Com-
pressor and Retainer, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.
The invention is an improvement in ap-
pliances far compressing hams and other
pieces of meat (generally after the bone
has been removed) in an expansible and
contractible eylinder, and has in view a sim-
ple device having one or more chains or like
members arranged to pass around the cyl-

- inder and cross underneath, and a lever to

draw the chains tight about the eylinder and
compress the meat, and having hooks to en-
gage in the links of the chains. L

The invention further resides in a com-
pressor cylinder having a lap-joint at the
side, with the lapped portions of the joint
freely movable over each other to admit of
the expansion and contraction of the cyl-
inder, the cylinder having a smooth imper-
forate inner wall, whereby the cylinder is
easily applied to the meat and kept in a
clean and sanitary condition, as well 2 con-
fining the meat juices. :

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication, in which similar characters of ref-
erence indieate corresponding paits in both
views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our im-
proved compressor and cylinder, the latter
being shown in position preparatory to
binding it about the meat under the action
of the compressor; and Fig. 2 is a fragmen-
tary side view of the same.

Tn the constructicn of our improved com-
pressor we employ a base preferably con-
structed of angle-irons 5, which are secured
to the top of a table or other support 6, sub-
stantially parallel and in spaced relation.
the angle-irons being preferably constructed
from a single piece of sheet metal which is
siit on its longitudinal center, with the por-
tions of metal at the side of the slit turned
upwardly to form upright flanges 7, the
plate from which the angle-irons are pro-
duced being extended beyond each end
thereof, with the extended portion at one
end turned downwardly to form a flange 8.
and the porticn at the opposite end turned
upwardly to form a flange 9, the flange §,

i as shown, abutting against the front edge of
! the table or support.

anerlar form, Is constructed with two arms
rigidly connected together at the free end
of the lever by a handle 11, at an intermedi-
ate point by a cross-bar 12, and at their op-
posite ends by a pivot rod 13, the cross-bar
being arranged to seat on the top edges of
the upright flanges 7, when the outer por-
tion of the lever is in an upright positien,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and the pivot-
rod 13 being removably received in slots 14,
forried in the forward ends of the upright
flanges 7. A chain 15, is connected at cne
end to each of the flanges 7, preferably at
‘the inner side thereof adjacent to the flange
9, and is designed to pass about an expan-
sible and contractible meat compressor cyl-

self at the under side of the cylinder, with
the end portion passing toward the oper-
ating lever arranged at the outside of the up-
right flange, where one of its links is detach-
ably engaged with a houk 17, the hooks be-
ing pivoted to the operating lever at the
angles of the arms. ,

The cylinder 16 is preferably made of
sheet metal. with the ends open, and hav-
ing a lap-joint 18, the lapped portions of
which are freely movable over each other
to permit of the expansion and conirac-
tion of the cylinder, the inner wall of the
cylinder being imperforate and smooth, so
that the juices of the meat are confined, and
the cylinder easily moves over the surface

be kept clean and in a sanitary condition.

In the operation of the appliance, the ham
or other piece of meat with the bone re-
moved, is placed within the cylinder when
the latter is seated on the upright flanges 7,
as shown in the drawings. The chains are
then passed about the cylinder, asillustrated,
and are drawn up with the hand and en-
gaced with the hooks 17. By then drawing
over the operating lever by grasping the
handle 11 and forcing this portion of the
lever sufficiently forward to extend down-
wardly at the front of the table or support,
the lever is locked sgainst the pall on the
chains and the meat is firmly compressed
in the cylinder. Tie-wires ave then applied
| abont the cylinder before the lever is thrown
| vp to release the chains, after which the
! cylinder is removed and the meat cooked

An operating lever 10, of bell-crank or

inder 16, each chain, as shown, crossing it-

70

75

s

90

of the meat when it is coniracted and may .

100

105

110




i
i
!

10

15

20

[
[

40

within it. By reason of ihe slots 14 in
which the pivot-rod 13 is engaged, the op-
erating lever can obviously be detached and
removed when not in use, thus enabling the
appliance to be closely packed for shipment
and stowage. .

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent: ,

1. In an appliance for compressing meat
in an expansible and contractible cylinder,
a base having a seat for the cylinder, a
chain having one end attached to the base
and arranged to pass around the cylinder
and cross itself below said seat, and means
to draw on the opposite end of the chain
to contract the cylinder, having a hook to
engage with the chain, the hook adjustable
from one link to another of the chain, where-
by the diameter of the cylinder after the
compression, 1s controlled. .

9. In an appliance for comj essing meat
in an expansible and contractible cylinder,
a base having a seat for the cylinder, a flexi-
ble member having one end attached to the
base and arranged to pass around the eyl-
inder, an angular lever fulcrumed at one
end to the base, and means to engage the
opposite end of said member, connected to
tire lever at the angle thereof.

3. A meat compressor comprising a base
having upright flanges spaced apart and
constituting a seat for the meat, a flexible
member to pass aroind and compress the
weat, having one end fixed, and an angular
lever fulerumed at one end im the said
flanges, having means to engage the other
end of the said member counected to the
lever adj.cent to the wngle thereof. -

4. In an appliance foi compressing meat
in an expansible and contractible cylinder,
a base having upwardly-turned flanges pro-

[ 990,271

viding a seat for the cylinder, chains, each
having one end attached to the base and
arranged to pass avound the cylinder, an
angular lever having two arms respectively
arranged adjacent to the flanges of the base
and fulerumed at their outer ends in said
flanges, and hooks fulerumed to the arms
of the lever adjaceat to the angle thereof
and adapted to engage in the links of the
opposite ends of the chains.

5. In an appliance for compressing meat
in an expansible and contractible cylinder,
a base having upright flanges on swhich the
eylinder is adapted to seat, said flanges hav-
ing slots at the forward ends, a flexible
meniber having one end attached to the base
“and arranged to pass avound the cylinder,
ar. angular lever having a pivot-pin re-
movably engaged in the slots of the flanges,
and means to detachably engage the op-
posite end of said member, connected to the
iever adjacent to the angle thereof.

6. In an appliance for compressing meat
in an expansible and contractible cylinder,
& base having upwardly-turned flanges, an
angular lever fulcrumed in said flanges and
having a cross-bar adjacent to the angle
thereof adapted to seat on the top of the
flanges, chains, each having one end at-
tached to the base and arranged to pass
about the cylinder, and hooks to removably
engage in the links of the chain; fulcramed
to the lever adjacent to the angle thereof.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses

HENRY HUTSON.
WALTER S. HUTSON.

Witnesses: ,
J. T. Loaax, S
Cuas. LEE, »

Copies of this patent may be oblained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Paients,
Washington, D. C.” ’




